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JAPANESE BOYS AND GIILS.
A little girl in Japan looks forward to the

third day of the third month, witi as nuch
eagerness and delight as does a little girl in
America look forward te the twenty-fifth
day of the twelfth month.

While there are many festivals of a gene-
ral character in Japan which the chiklren
enjoy equally with their parents, the third
day of Marci is a special holiday for the
girls alonc-a holiday as widely celebrated
throughout Japan as Christmas is with us.
On this day occurs the Festival of Dolls, or
Hina.io-sckkis as it id called. On this day
the little girls wear their finest dresses and
brightest sashes. Thoir black hair is fault-
lessly arranged and for its decoration the
prettiest hairpins and crape are
selected.

The parents arrange on one
side of the best room a few
shelves rising froma the floor
like steps. These are covered M
with cloth to make them more
attractive, and on these shelves
are placed thedolls. The prin- .

cipal dolls are really diminutive
models of an Emperor and Eu-
press, resplendent with gold
brocade and tinmel, guarded on
each side by a fierce-lookin<r
Daijin, or chief ollicer, arned
with a bow and quiver of
arrows; and, when the set is
complete, five other models,
representing court nusicians,
are also displayed. Obher dolls
of less official dignity may enter
this august assenibly, but the
ones above mentioned are the
important characters in this
curious parade, and these are
preserved in the famnily fron 
year to year; nany of them, <

indeed, are heirlooms, aud may
be of considermble age.

Other festivals besides this Mi-
one of the dolls vere wholly or
partly given up after Japan's
recent disturbing contact with
foreigners. The more sensible
among the Japanese have seen
the folly of this national suicide
in abandoning so many native
custoins and games and these
festivals are gradually being
revived.

The Festival of Dolls is of
ancient origin and was sup-
posed to have been originally
celebrated by all the people as -2

a day when special honor T
should e paid to the Emperor
and Einpress. It finally becaîme
an inheritance for the girls
alone and though special res-
pect and lionor are paid to
their chief rulers tlirou"h tihese
little eligies, or iode(ls, it is -
no longer observed with that
special importance and strict-
ness that formery attended. the
celebration, as other dolls are
brought in and paraded with
those of the higher dignitaries.
The dolls are not played with,
but are arranged in great state
on the shelves. Food muade of
rice and beans as well as little
square cakes made of rice.flour
are placed before them, i, little
dishes, while on the floor in
front sits the little girl in rapt
delight conteplating her tren-
sures, and inviting her girl
friends te share the delight with __

lier ; and the parents live over
again the festivals of their ciild-
hood in watching the happiness
of their little ones.

At the age of fifteeni or sixteen the girl
oatgrows the festival ; but the imodels,
which are the coinion property. of the
fanmily, are preserved for the youiger mem-
lers, and for the coning generation.

The boys take'no part in this festival.
But they look forward with the saine eager-
ness te the fifth day of the flifth month
when the Nobori no-Sekku or Festival of
Flags takes place ; this is as exclusively for
the boys as is the Festival of Dolls for thieir
sisters. On this day the boy displays his
models of warriors, standards, and toy
swords, and indliges in var.likesports. In
every houme in which a boy has been born
the previos year a flag, in the forîm of a
huge fish imade cither of paper or cloth, and

painted in bright colors, with fins and every-
thing complete, is suspended from the end
of a long bamboo pole which is secured to
the aide of the house, or planted in the
ground. This fish is made bag-like, with
the mouth distended by a hoop, and from
this hoop strings run which hold it to the
pole The wind inflates the fish and as it
sways back and forth it bears a striking re-
semblance to a large fish struggling against
the current. An extraordinary sight is pre-
sented on this day as one looks across a great
city like Tokio and sees hundreds of these
fishes of all sizes, some of them thirty or
forty feet in length, and all swaying.and
struggling in the same direction. The fish
represents the carp in its attempts to ascend

PREPARING FOR THE FESTIVAL

a river and is used as a symbol to illustrate
the efforts a boy must make in his struggles
for a higher position in life. The subject of
a carp ascending a waterfall forms a
favorite theme for the artist and may
often be seen in Japanese picture books.

The Japanese child is taught above ail
things to be obedient and to be polite, and
there is an indescribable charm ain vatching
them at their gaines, no only because they
.;re so gentle and amiable, but because they
are so courteous to one another. The most
confidential understanding seems to exist
between parent and child, and in all the
festivals of children the parents take the
greatest interest and pleasure, and in the
festivals of the older people the children

upon the back of a olider brother or sister, thatl whenCoiifuicius' eiest son was borin the
and is brought out into the air and sunshine Duke of Loo sent the philomsopir a present of a
for hours together. The little child that carp, and this nay possibly indicate the origin
acts as the horse is by no means curbed in and anticjnity of tie eistomn observed ouithe

its Iovements, but freelyjoins in the sports -Festival of Mlags,
with other children each equally burdened -WT1ide Awake.
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are never forgotten but, on the contrary, are with the baby of its family ; and one of the
to be seen everywhere with their parents prettiest yet drollest sightsis the appearance
during days of festivities. of a large group of children activeiy en-

The remarkable character of Japanese gaged in bouncing bal],. flying kites, or
children, so utterly unlike ours as regards playing battledore and shuttlecock utterly
manners and gentleness, has often been unmindful of the little babies fastened
commented upon by writers. In our securely yet loosely to their backs.
country the ordinary life of a child is often The infant having passed ayear or two of
one of repression and correction, and the its life in this way, in which it bas had more
traveller is amazed to find in Japan not only healthful shakings up and down and more
the absence of all this repression and disci- fresh air and sunshine than usually falls to
pline, but that the children are allowed the the lot of our children in a decade of years,
utmost freedom. They are treated as takes its turn at carrying some yonger
equals. "Perfect Freedom for the Child member of the family, and thus is added a
everywhere," might be the motto ; and this new forn of physical exercise and an ex-
freedom is never abused. perience in mental discipline. in haviig

The girlâ' sports and gaines are always lashed to its back this baby incubus for
an hour or tw'o vith no escape
from its uneasy struggles. It
is a coinical sight to see chil-
dren-tending their dolls in this
way by tying thein to their
backs, and even tie cat and
dog inay be carried in this way
m iplay.

Thie infinite variety of toys
and games for the JapaIese
ch ild always excites the won-
der and deliglht of foreigners.

, 5Toys of the nost exquisite
kiid, and of endless character,
are made. IL would seei as if
every object used by the Japan-
ese is reprodued in miniature
for the children's plavthings.
For the boys, swords, spears,
fire-engines, and the standards
of favorite companies ; kites of
every size and cIlor ; bows and
arrows ; tops and gaines of all
kinds. For the girls iiodels of
houses and separate roolis; the
kitchen with all its objects per-
fectly reproduced, co oking-
ranges, the daintiest of tea-

e-.msels, dolls of eidless variety
froin little caricatures in paper
-tothe most claborate baby with
om_ tejtd liibs-aindi everywhere

about the city the children are
seen at play. In the 1open lots
the boys are Ilying Ikites ; in
the gardens uder the clierrv
blossOolIs brightly dressed chif-
dren may be seein playing ba-
tledore and shunttlcCock. In
front of the poorer houses the
frugal parents have spread a
large straw mat uipoun the
ground anti upon this a îîunu-
ber of chiidren are having a

tea.party. There is no place
too sacred for the ciild. The
broad Ilight of steps leadmng to
the grand old temples, which
arc always open, have their
prettygrolips of cuidreni niait-

iig ud pies or, with their
toys spread out on the steps,
paying variotis gaimes.

-Wih all this play and fini
going on, tlie iader muîst not
get ie iea tbat the Japaiese
children spend all their tiie in
play, for as far as I have ob-

-__-_- - seived hie chil is more iniis-
trions iii Japan itlian in this
country. Tli rgiis are scen

÷n ¯ic · ri1ngdust ngthi
rooms, and wit iwet cloths

-. wipig the wood-work in the
front of the bouse ; late in the

- afternooni tlicy are seei en-
- -¯ gaged in sweeping the street,

just in front of the shop at
home. - Little bots are seen
strugling along witl packages

---_ _ Ç ~a'nd bundles, aind doing errands
of varions kinds, assumîing re-

OF TDOLLS-" THT¢ FAVORITE" sponsibilities in shops, measiur-
ing and weighing grocuries,

feminine as the boys' sports ire masculim e; making ciange, and at niglht packing up
the intermingling of the sexes in gaines is the <ronds in compact bnidles iii readiness
not custonary, though among the lower for the ever-dreaded conflagrations. ln
classes one may often sec upon the street the country everybody is engaged in farm
boys and girls or even young mlen and work ~ilien, womîen and children. lin
wonien of the immediate neighborhood the day tume, as ono rides througli the
playing battledore and shuttlecock. Aiong villages, Most of theim secin absolutely de.
the Samurai class boys are never permitted serted, so nany of the people arc labsent in
to play girls' games. the rice fields at work.

As an infant the little girl instead of b-
ing iiimuired in a bot stuffy cradle, is secured NOTE.-I find in the Anidceis of Confucius


