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PUBLIC WORSHIP. '9/ A Yy

{1t is necossary that (he attention of the Chi. b should bs drawn to this sub-
§;cct. This is one of tho most solemn and importan! duties which tho chnst.m_n
B lias to porform in this world. We all agree that there ought to be public
B worship, and tha* it should bo engagod in with devout suiemnity of mind and of
@ manner. Wo all feel that as creatures, wo ought to give homago to tho Cn:cator.
£ 1t will not bo disputed, that this homage consists in adoration, or the invek-
ding of his Holy Name, in the expression of our confidence in Him, in con-
§ fossion, petition or supplication, and thanksgiving : all this too in a public way,
2 and on tho ground of the command to worship God und to ask that wo may
& rocoivo, to seek that wo may find, to knock that it may bo opened to us.  Tho
8 facultics of our body are in this matter to give expression to tha affectiona of our
§soul, the outward nct is to be the counterpart of the inward feeling. With qur
K lips, it is required that we audibly praise God, in tho song and in the prayer,
Vith our bodies, we are required to asstmo certain attitudes, such as of kneeling,
§standing and lifting up the hands and eyes to heaven, It may be said of public
g worship as it is of fuith, that without works it is.dead. It is only by acts that
fwo can ¢ show forth the praises of Him that hath called us.”” 'The ezternal act,
3 or tho worship of the body, is as much a duty as the internal affection. To
§magnify the ono at the expense of the other, is to mar tho sacrifico and service
gof ‘the whole man in the adoration of Jehovah. In stating this, let it not bo
§supposed that wo advocate the revival of ritualism in tho public services of the
fsanctunry 5 any tendency of this kind we should deem it necessary to oppose with
Aall our might.  'What we aim at, is tho perfecting of the rites which we possess
gand have ndopted in our Church fellowship on the authority of Scripture; that
glin short all things be done decently and in order.

A What then is the state of our Public Worship?

@ Asanon-liturgical Church, we have beon represented by our adversaries assadly
Mldefective in point of reverence and worship. Our services, say they, are bald
gand meagre, our Churches aro places where men are wont to preach and not to
pray. Against these charges, we urgo the superior simplicity and beauty of
Bfree spontaneous prayer over that of frequent formal repetitions, and the greater
Gadaptability of our order to all the Christian wants of the Chureh, compared with
Bithat of a fixed sorvice book. We can say that we singthe inspired Psalms of David,
that we pray after the manner of Jesus Christ, A postles, Evangelists and holy men
lof old; and while we do pay some regard to preaching the word, we yet devote
@2 due proportion of our Sabbath service to the direct worship of Jechovah, We
@have thus a way of worshipping our God in and through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Bby and with the promised aid of the Woly Spirit, which we think every way
- %l;ﬂ(i;i(:lnt to meet the requirements of Holy Seripture and to edify the Church
O od.

M DBut the question which we would now consider is not as to the propriety of
®our form, so much as to the way in which as a Church we perform that which
Bwe profess in this matter. Have we perfected our ideal of worship, or is there
gsomething yet to be desived in the way of improvement and veform ¢ Does the
Jminister perform his part to perfection, and do the people perform theirst What
8is the gencral character of the worship in our Churches, as regards the miinister
Eon the oue hand and the people on the other ?

8 To begin with the last first, let us Jook at the general appearance of many of
four congregations as they are engaged in the exercise of Divine Worship.
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I. PUBLIC BINGING.

3 Oursinging is the first part of our service and 16 espectally worthy of note. In
ghis there will scarcely.ever be found any instrumental aids, such as organs, harps



