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PUBLIC WORSIIIP. . à
It is n eovanr) tuain Ilie attention uf the Cht. Ji Ashould be drawu te tlip8 imllb-

jzL Thir, 18 mie or te inost BOIOITii and imp)utt.' dtties whiclî the Christian
liwi to ln'rformi ln thîk world. WVe all agree that thu--re oughit lO be public
worghip, ant -than it %liould be ongngrd lu i .hl dovout siennity of immid audà of
nnnor. Ve MIl féel flint un crontures, WC oughrlt to givo bornageo to the Crentor.

it %will not bc dIirl)utod, flint this liniuage con;!ts in adoration, or thù invol-
ngof 1118 Ily Naine, ln the expression of our confidence ln Hlm, ln con-

fession, pectition or siupplication, aud thlrnksgiviing: ail this, ton ina npublie wny,
and on the grotiud of the cernînnnd to worsqliip God and to nsk flint we mrty
recivo, to ek flint wo îiny find, to kniock flint it înny bo opcned to us. Tho
faculties of our body are ln thin miatter to, give expression to flic atffectiotii of elîr
seul, flic oittivqrd net ir. to be flic couinterpart of the inward feeling. With Our
lips,, it le reoîired Vhnt WC audibly praise, Ged, in the song nnd in tho prayer.
Wiîli cur bedien, WC arc rcýqiirodl te assumne cerfj-iini attitudes, such as of kneùlinýZ,
mtandiug nuid lifting up flie bands and tyts te hecaveu. It ay bc said of publie

worslip aM iL is of? faiL linht withlîot worko1is den. Iv is enly by ccs that
WC n1n -showv forth the praisos of Hlm that li nîl callod us." The external ne~t,
or tlie worsbip of tho body, is as snucb a duty as tho internali affection. To
ngnify the eue *nt the expeuse of the other, is to inar tlie saerifice and service

o e u wlole ian iu the adoration of Jehovalb. Ia stating this, lot it net. bu
supposed fluit We advocato the revival o? ritualisra in tlue pulic services of the
snuilctuinry; any tendency of this kind wve slîould deema it necessary te opposç 'with
ail our xnight. Whant Wvo ii aI, ie tlic perfectiag o? the riteswîhich We po8sess
zid have adopted in our Church fellowship on tlue autlxcrity cf Scrlpture; that
in short ail things be done decetîtly and in order.

WhaL thon is the statu of our Publie Worshipt
As n n on-iturgical Church, wo haie, beon represented by our advorsziriesas sadly

defective in peint of roverence and wership. Our service, say they, are bald
and mngre, -ur Churches are places 'whore mon are went te, preach and net te,
pray. Agaîust these chargé s, We urge the suîperler simplicity and benuty of
free spentieous prayer over flit Of frequent formai repetitiens, and the greater
adnptability cf' our ordor te ail flic Christian 'vante of the Ohiurch, cenipared wvith
that cfa flxed service book. Wu csan say flintwe singthe i nsplred Psalms 9 f David,
that we pray afier thue mauner of Jesus Christ, AIposties, Evangulists and holy mnen
cf old ; and whule wo de pay soma regard tu pr-enching the word, ive yet devote
a (lue proportion of our Sabbatlî son, ice te tlie direct worship of Jehovah. W.
have thrjs a way of wcrsipping our God lu and through Jesus Christ eur Lord,
by and wvith tho piomised nid cf the floly Spirit, %vbich WvC think evory way
~ufficient te meet tho requireinents o? Hloly Senipture and to odify the Church
of God.

But thec question which ive would aow conider is net as te, the proprlety of
car form, se mueh as te, the way in which as a Ohurch WC perfenin that which
've profess ln this matter. Have wvo peu-fected our ideal cf wership, or is thore
semnething yot te be desired la the way of improvemeat and Ééf6rm ? Does the
ministor perforai bis part te perfection, and de the people perferrn theirs ? 'What
le the gonral cluarneter cf the îversbîp iu our Churclies, as regards the ininister
ona the eue biaud and the poople on the other 1

To begin %vith the last first, lot us'look: at the general appearance of mnany cf
Dur cougregations as they are enigaged la thue exorcise o? Divine Worship.

1. IPUBLIO 8RINCG.

Our singing is the fiait part cf our service and is espcually wortliy of note. In
Lhis thore .will scarcely.ever hie found aay instrumental nids, sueli as'organs, harps


