
ut the leap, waa Ia te middle, bat Cap-
taint Ashton ramme(l la tixespurs and
fiade bla clamber nip; Beeelzebu ln t
apite o! Cannon's efforts posittveky de-
elined the lump andi droppeit ont o! the
race. 'fl.e Baronl, wlîo neyer refused,
le! t the wnter cooly belîlad hilm perfect
]y unconcerneîl. IMark bail his iisgiv
IngéI as3 to M iether the nmare viouîli
lae %% ater, but lie iecil not ba% e doîîbt-

ti liber, sule i Ier t3 % Lr Ned but %% tit lier
earm pritekeil forird, aii lier largt,
eycs4 8ieadfaët ais ever, Aile ivent over
%vt lt f ull yard to spa)tre. Blitebi':rd
%%ho wtth Benson on hts Inck. kiîvw
lie niust take everytlîing tlîat came be
fore -him, liastantly folloNved, but tîîî*

jockey'8 face, ais lie watcbied the mare-
Jirat) w! th lier rider avi er miolup; ont
lialr's breadtu for the sîîddle, grew al
silînîe graver.

131B-t it, but site ta a rare jgood 'un,
aînd so L4 lie ' the profes6ionat aiuttered
iand fludlng It Iiopelesa tu watt for Di
Vernon to unake al m!.stake, lie trted to
laduce lier rider to do tio, and toucluiag
up Bluebeard, sent lilîni tîust the mitre,
îuud è;oou collared ite Baron. But thet
trlck was too sitale for Mark, knowtng
nit lie dlii, that tlîcy liait stilt somi-
thlree Ci'Irto rail, ani t bat such nl
pacte %w outl kuock wny horse to.pieces
lui thlat itistaince, besides Dl Vernon wats
emrr.ylng the lîcuîvier ieglit, so tie
wouid xuot force lier until there wi'a u
lit-tp) for It. IIIleîty o! tinte yet 11r.
Benson Il Talbot thuglut ais lie qlutetly
cliceked tilt nuire, whlo :as <lutte rendy
to accept the chlltenge fiting lier by
Bluebeard. Beason îiottced directiy
tîtat bis "lruse" bail failed, and took
a pull at lts; horme, îvheni a cou ple of
leîtgtits aliead of The Baron., rcaolvtn.g
to «keep the advaatage gataied tie whtote
way home.

Maboole. ivas stili teading-, but the
lire had died out o! his eye, and thxe
uext fence, eonsistlng o! a wtde dltcbi,
wivi a most uuicomproiuistuig stone wait
beyoad, ftlshed M. Hie was drivea
ai it, but partly bis heurt, and partty
ish powers faltei hlm, for lie Stt tek tlie

wall with an awfut smash and !alling
backwards neariy crushed lits rider.

Bluelx-card noîv led the wvay, klcklng
off tie top tonUe o! the îVallil as etOOk
the leap foltouedi by Tlt;~ Baron. Laz5tI3
Di Vernon ftew over, s;ooi plcklng up
The Baron, eu that uiniess soute unfor-
taecn acclident liappvedci, til- race w as-
nuw curtalled tu Bluebvard and tit
mare, bot o! ntili %vert: seuurtng
away ai almost top s5peed, tlîe liorse
leadlng by thrce or four tengtis, but buv

-coutl rot galai anottier lic.hI as leap
a!lter ieup were paaised. Wlien wttlîlni
hall a mlle front orne, Mark Talbot,
feeling that the mare hadl suit plenty
to fu back u pou, rca4olved to put ttie
8tcam on, and gtvtng Di Vernon tilt
aigu to go, lie satd tu lier, -Now My
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be-auty 41o your very brI)P." And dIld
mlie not !''Iiiat al otrbe ste slioweî
wlueu streted to the îtmnost ! Beni-
son heard lier comung tearlag belitnd
llia andi smled scorn!îiilly as lie urged
on Bluebeard. But, professional thougli
lie ima, lie did flot know what Di Ver-
liou coutd do iviien elle wiva pusbied.
Site iras belng pushcd now and nwr
cil the catI gatiantly. Tte excitement
arnong Uie spectators was Intense, for
the two steeds were nearlng te last
leap be-fore te rain ln. On ttîey came
the mare liavtng lessened tte .dlstane
between lierseif and Bluebearîl, thougli
stitl behtnd the latter. Soute thouglit
Mark was rldlng too fast conziclertng
*iie lump ta front o! hlm, but he badl by
tib tîme tamplicit faitt inl DI Ver-
noit and seat her at te fence fuît tilt.
Bluebeard bail just gui over, * a tlL
mare «%lieeled up ai a puce perfertly
terrifie, "*Never fuait It old girl"I crîvîl
Mark -Over y'ou go!~" and over elle
,dld go witlî a veguclanding at
fuil tengtli neurer Bluebeard tlîan lie-
fort! the leap. It wvas thexu tirai Mr.
Benson began to auspect thai Di Ver
lion ridden by MaIrk Talbot w-otild
provv one ioo iany I for the wiunîvr
of the Grand Mtlittar. Ail the junips
wvere passeil, and It uas a trial u!
f;peed betweea tlie tîvo for tUe finish.
Un, on, they came, nearer and neurer
and tUe tîuds o! their itoofs could lie

lîcard on the turf. A hauti îhiieli gratiu.
ally e-velei linto a iniglity roar rolti-i
abug flic liv.ug Une o! eetators as
the pair Zahlicî or.warîls toîvards the
gaoi, tilt the exetteinent iras wvrougbt
up Vo a franttc; pitch whîleui the distanîce
post iras reacbed. Non- were lîcard tue
siuouts of IlScitrlet wtna !" *1Iti Blue"
IlNo 1V !sa't; Bliiebeard for ever 1" "Tite
mare! tce mare!1 Di Vernon for a thoit-
sand ! Hurrah! Dt Vernon for a ml.
lion !"

Yes, tîte giortous nmare iras ai Blute-
beard's quartera, thien wliuli ! i-btsli
slt- w-ns alongeide. Benson plicît îvilp
nui spur ais only profe8stoaal Jockeys

eaun, but titougli tilt horme iras gante
to tilt- lt, .lie btail ra il hisielf ont:
Di Vernon slîl past hM, meeting %vith
a iivufetng cliver, as site iaîiîtvi the
wtnner o! theî Barriuîgton Grand Steeple-
chase by a gooci lcngtli. Tinte, fastest
est on record!1

Lord iStartngford iras a proud tumait
ihat day, but he did flot forget huiti,
tu wtîom lue o-wed lits trtumpli, unît
sonteliowr Mark Talbot became the oîvn-
er tal Di Veribon, athlough site %ias
wortli more thnn lie coutld afford to
pay. The mare ziever raced agala, huit
sUe carried Mark Vo houndg. for maný
a yeur, and Harriet bas sald, îvith a
emîte widiei denird the Insinuation, tiiiit
Dl iras tie only femaie %vho ceaîid lier
a pang of jealousy.
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