COMMERCIAL FRUIT GROWING.

ite varieties are: Apples, Stark, Gano, Bald-
win and Wagener: plums, Burbank ; pears,
mostly winter varieties. A numier are prepar-
ing to spray this seasan far the first time.
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
Mr. A, E, Dewar, Charlottetown, P. E. I.: A
lot of trecs were damaged by snow, otherwise

The Standard Apple Box.
THOS. BEALL, LINDSAY, ONT.

On page 161 of The Canmadian Horticullurist
for April 1 find an article headed “ A Standard
Apple Box Adoptcd.” I was pleased to learn
that its adoption was o certainty and hope that
the measurements given may be generally ac-
cepiable as a suitable apple box for market pur-
poses. 1 regret. therefore, to see errors in the
first paragraph which may cause some ancer-
taindy about the measuremeits, and hope it may
be corrected at once so that no further cause for
discussion may remain.

The errors referred to are contained in  the
following quotation: * The standard size pro-
vided for is 10 x 11 X 22 inches inside measure,
ar 2.200 cubic inches. 1t holds one bushel and

is equivalemt to ane-third af a barrel” Now,
the measurement given., 10 x 11 x 22 inches,

iz 2,420 cubic inches, not 2.200 cubic inches, as
stated.  Then again. if it is inended that the
box may Le either 2,200 cubic inch s (about 18
cubic inches less than o bushe). or may be the
measurements as given in the acy, which gives
2420 cubic inches, it is an errar 10 say that it
haldse ane bushel! for the lirst is less than o

busdicl and  the Iadter mare. Our standard
bhushel is . small fraction over 2218 cudic
inches,

As a rectangular box. allicugh wersuring an
exact bushel. can not camdain a hushel of apples
beeause of the Inss of space =t the sides and in
the angles. il is well to have the hax a  Jittle
larger. as has been done in this cave o compen-
=ate for that loss. A standard apple barrel con-
inins a =hade over three bushels, and will hald
the contents of threg such haxex of apples as
atave referred to. I think. {herefore. thag the
bnx adopted ought to =atlisfy all parties  con-
cerned and should not He changed.

Noage.. -The error reforred {0 by Mr, Reall oc-
carred in prinking Whe figures 22 instead of 20,
The measuranents of the box sheuld have read
10 x 11 X 20 inches. insile meazure ne=nt, or 2200
cubic inches.~—Iditor. -

Cold Storage Buildings.

The Frait Division, QOUawa. ms received an
aieresting letter from Mr. Albert WU Swalin,
American Consul at Southamplon. Engiand. in
anFwer 1o enquiries with reference to the sue-
ceoe of the Southampion cold stomage buildinges
for fruit. AIr. Swalm asserts thal the cold
stamage houses have succeeded beyvond expecta-
tions and it would seem as if such (ruits as the
Stuaret. Coinada. Red. Baldwin and Ben Davis
oould be Kept almost in@edinitely.  He draws,
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they are in good condition. ‘There are a few
complaints of damage by mice. Strawberries
promise well.  The season is later than usual.
There is an inerease in the area planted of fruit,
principally wimnter apples. with come plums and
a wood many strawherries,  More attention is
being given to spaaving,

however, attention to the fuet that there was a
serious loss in storing bruised and scabby fruit
and windfalls, He could detect no great dif-
ference between the keeping qualities of the
American and Canadian apples,

There wias no atfempt to store English apples,
which he asserts will not likely, under any cir-
cumstances, be uwrea for the winter markets.
They will wo into consumption directly, although
many af tham are fair keepers and some very
finge in flavor. The English apple crop is not
likely to shiow an increase that will in any way
interfere with importations fram America. The
most serious defect that was to be noted in the
cald storage stock was the wamt of zare in the
selection and xrading of the stock that was put
into cald slorage.

Warking of the Fruit Marks Act.

An acecount of the warking of the fruit marks
Act was given to the Commiltee on Agriculture
at Oitawa recently by Mr. A, MeXNeill, chief of
the fruit division of the Department of Agricul-
ture,  1le¢ reported that shippers of apples had
abserved the Iaw fairly well for the last two
yens,  Last year the apples of S11 shippers
were ingpecied. and 264 were found to have vio-
Jated sane section of the aet, hut as many of
these were careless ratker than criminal, he
gave the figures in another farsi. Of this num-
her 153 violated the section repnrding marking,
and 170 vialated the section regarding the grad-
ing of fruit. but of thore only three vijolated it a
seeand time, Forty-six were found 1o have
faced barrels teo highly. bus anly four conunit-
ied the affenice a second time., "Mhierefore. Cana-
dian apple slippers had a bhigh reputaiion for
hanesty of packing.

Afr. MeXNeill read an exttnet from a recent is-
sue of the Markel Grawers' Gazelle. of J.ondon,
agland, with fqaotations for imported apples.
After quating varicus Rinds of American apples,
it referred o Canadian apples as * Canadians,
all round. twa shillings more.™ When, as year
before last. Sanada shipped 1500000 barrels of
apples. the advantage of Lwo shillings, or ¢ven
one shilling. 2 barrel was maore than compensa-
tionn far the <limdil coxt of Inspection. Now,
sevem! of the Nateg af the United Sates ave
imitating our act, butl Mr. MceNeill doubted i€
they would he successful, as they had not cen-
tralized federal power! as we have in Canada. to
make uniforn laws and ¢énfosea them,

Demonstrations in Spraying.

With a view of demonstrating the effective-
ness of the prepamtions whicds have boon recome-
mended for the contra) of the chief insect and



