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EDUCATION IN ICELAND.

The correspondent of a Swiss journal thus writes as to thie eub-
ject : " One would certamly havo io trouble mi finding among the
corps of teachors sone men of great meirit, aven erudito, whosg ob-
scuro and imodest science is devoted te study, and te tho good of
thair country, without care for renown or the reward of this world.
I once asked a y&*ung Icelander who undortook the instruction of
children who, from the distance of their dwellings or the poverty
of their pareits, could nut attend school. 'At thle age of Reven
years,' ha replied, 'ail our childron know how te road, write, and
cipher , amnug the pourest fishernien of the coast, thore is not one
who lias not received what may bc cntled a good primary education.
Our mothers are our teachers, thet boer (Iceland house) our school-
room. The nearest paster lias an oversighît of the progress of the
children, aud that one who dos not furnish the proof of a suf-
ficient oducation would not bo admitted to confirmation. An Ice-
landic moiher would not survive the chagrin of seeing lier children
refused by the pastor, and iot a singie examplo a known of it.'
Ask the first child you ineet who it was tlat aught 1 im or her the
history and geography of their country, the naines of the birds and
flowers, and the invariable reply will be illodreminr, mîy mother.
Touching in its siniplicity and grandeur, and revealing truly the
character of this sympathetic peoplo ! At twenty-five the young
man is profoundly religious, chaste, gentle, and honest as on the
day when at his nother's knee ha was apelling out his first lesson.
Can one be astonisied alter this that in Iceland there are noither
soldiers nor cannoon; tlia thc art of robbiig ores neighbor of his
purse or his land is unkiiowi . that une sees thera no polico nor
prison ; a'nd that for centuries one lias lout the mienory of every
kind of crime ? "

METHOD AND DISCIPLINE.

The Rev. C. D. Du Port (Her Majesty's inspecter) opened a dis-
cussion on this subject by a very iiteresting and amusing address.
Bis lively manner kept his audience .în full expectancy, and his
witty sallies wero received with peals of laughter. He began by
saying that he had mnuch praise te award, and very little blame to
remeinber, of the general discipline of the schools with which ie
was connected. He spoke not aily of the Chîurch schools, but of
ail the other elenentary schools whichl he visited side by side with
them. Wher lie spoke of discipline ha did nut mean mere absence
of disorder, or merely enforced order. He ncant this Lk.id of thmng
(quoting the note to Article 109 in the Code). Hi. was not an ad-
vocate for the total abolition of corporal puiishient, for one rea-
son, becauso it was a safeguard against passionate correction. He
hated the promiscuous box on the car, he dotested the passionate
blow; ho valued, in its proper pàzce, the good old-fasiioned cane.
Let it be honored as the "Court of final judicial appeal," for
"famiiliarity bred contenpL" Every time it was used, as Mr.
Mundella said, an entry should bo made in the log-book. Teach-
ers should not bc afraid of the clause in Mr. Mundella's little bill.
It only asked themi to give the cane judicial dignity as a last ap-
peal, and tlat its deeds mriglt be emblazoned mn future history.
Having pointed out that there were other puaishmenta bosides thé
cane, h sai d that discipline must be mor than punitive if it was
te create what the Code had expounded as an honorable and earnest
schooL There must be more than faults checked and punished ;
there muet be trainmg-virtues raised up and developed. Let
them aim at tie discipline of influence. The very instant the punr-
ivo terror was removed, the boy would be over the traces f there

was no other influence at work to provent a reaction. They inust
work upon child will, child spirit, child solf-respect, child esprit de
corps, and'child gratitude. They muet not kill or deadon tho boy's
spirit, but guide, train, and use it. Their discipline must bu a
friand to'ho childron-they must play with themaî, work with thom,
and work for'thom : and then they would work with them and for
thom. Lot the children fear, but not thei (the muters and mis-
tresses.) Let theni fear conflict with them, which was a very dif-
ferent thing. Now as to 'method." His opinion was that they
no-, had too imuch mothod by half. Tho danger was lest technical
inthods learned by training should usurp the place of methodical
work-lest mnethod, technically Bo called, should supersede teach-
ing. Common -se.e and human sympathy were the two grand
n-thods which never failed. Without then ail technical methods
were dry and profitless ; but, if they worked upon those double
linos, thoir tochnical methods would prove a vast holp. Having
cleverly held up to ridicule what he called the "A, B, )," the
" forn and color," and th " nodel leo&nia " mniasiii, he ad thcy
ouglt te feel as freo as possible in the use of their technical
iethods. Lot thein try to get fun out of the lesson, and correct

the children by banter rather than scolding ; lot them try to forget
ail their technicalities in zeal, and give their enthusiaism the fullest
play. Economny of timie was the best method after ail. In the
question of home lessons ho hoped they would show some huinan
synpathy and kindness. Lot the children take home their reading-
book, and inaster the sense of a chapter ; and let them come in the
morning, not perfeetly acquainted with it, but ripe te ask questions,
and no bring teaching fron the teacher. Let the techntical inethods
of their work be their slaves, and not they slaves of them. They
sh- à .ee that tie wider methods of life were in full working
order. Let their zeal briug into p.'ay comrmon-sense, plans of every
available and varied kind. Lot their ambition he te become the
successful human trainers of hunan growthl; lot them ever rememi-
bor ail that goes to make up human childhood, its instincts, its
weakness, its cravings, its ambitions ; so should they by sensible,
and sympathotic work bo, through human children, of lasting bone-
fit te huinan society.-School Guardian.

PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

The perennial demand for "practical" education in the public
schools isjust now exceptionally strenuous. At a recent conferonce
of teachers and school committeces this question was discussei:
" How shall we educate our pupile so as to fit thon for the practical
duties of lhfe, such as farming and the various industrial pursuits ' "
This is a fair statenent of the problemi as it is urged in many
quarters.

In trying te solve it, everything depends on the meaning of that
short word "fit." If by "fitting " pupils for farming and other
industrial pursuits in meant giving thora technical instruction in
agriculture and tle various handicrafts, thon it -s doubtful whother
the public schools can attempt it. It is true j.hat, in some parts of
Austria, small "school-gardens " have bean established in connec-
tiun with many of the public schools, in which mont of the cominon
grains and other plants of the country are cultivated, the names of
which are taught to the children, thus giving them object-lessons
in botany, by which, they become somewhat familiar with the flera
of their own neighborhood and leara something also of the struc-
ture and habits of plants. 'As rquch as this might be done in con-
nection with many of our suburban and country schools. But this
would go but a little way toward fitting boys te be farmers. In the
public schooL of Boston girls are taught sewing, and this branch of


