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nent, so far as the lettering of thoir words was concorned. Ie
secs contradictions ail around ; he socs

CONTRADICTIONS of ENaxusu with NoRMaN-FasNcll mnarking, of
Non.A-FaNcu witi LATIN marking, of LATIN with ENuISu
marking, and of ait with thomselves and with each other.

in the two chief iotationîs thore are
CONTRADICTIONS OF

SOUN 1 .SYxtc'.
EAn with
SYMnOL (SoMND
EYE with EAI.

The philological explanation of aIl this is, as lias been said, that
the English language is a vast conglomerate or pud ling-stone made
tp of several distinct and difforent hote.dialects, as well as of
Nornan-French and Latin elements. It consequently possesses
ail, ôr parts of ail, the notations of ail these dialects and languages.
And flie error perpetually made in our primary schools is that the
child is tauglit ail these systeis ut the samte tiie-as if they were
ail of oie class, without the sligltest sense that lie is asked to do
something that would bu extremely difficult for a grown up nmain.
Ho has tu icarn to recognise with promptitude and immutediateness
froin two to five different systemts of notation, mnixed with frag-
ments from othors !

(To be coniinued.)

BURNS AND LONGFELLOW.

The following characteristic tribute to the peasant-poet of Scot-
land is from the pcn of the greatest poet Amterica lias yet pro-
duced-the late H. W. Longfellow. It was first ptblislhed a short
tinte ago in the Edinburgh Scotsnan

I sec amid the fields of Ayr
A ploughman, who in foul or fair

Sings at bis task,
So clcar, we know net if it is
The laverock's song we licar or bis,

Nor care te ask.

For himn the plonghing of those fields
A more ethereal harvest vields

Than sheaves of grain;
Songs'flush with purple bloom the rve.
The plover's call, the curiew's cry

Sing in his brain.

Touched by bis hand, the wayside weed
Becomes a flower; the lowliest reed

Beside the strean
Is clothed with beauty; gorso and grass
And lcather where his footsteps pass

The brighter seen.

He sings of love whose flame illumet
The darkness of lotte cottage rooms;

He ferls the force,
The treacherous undertone snd stress
Of wayward passio:ng, and no less

The keen remsorse.

At moments wrestling with bis fate,
His voice is barsh, but net with haite;

The brushwood hung
Above the tavern door lets fall
Its bitter leaf, its drop of gaIl

Upon bis toigue.

But still the burden of his seng
la love of right, disdain of wrong;

Its master chords

Arc Mauhood, Fredom, Brothcrhood;
Its'discords, but an interlude

I3etweeni the vords.

And then to die so young, and leave
Unfinislied what ho muight achieve!

Yet botter sure
Is this thai wandering u) and dowi,
An old mnuu in a countiry town,

Inifiru and poor.

For now he haunts bis native land
As au iimortal youth; his hand

Guides every plow;
Ho sits beside each ingle nook;
His voice is in each rushing brook,

Each rustliug bough.

His presence haunts thtis rom to.niglt-
A formt of mingled uist and light-

Froin that far coast. ,
Welcomîe beneath this roof of Rnine,
Welr .- ! this vacant chair is thine,

Dear guest and ghost ?

Prornotic1 (Exixllilliatioîie.

The atteudance at the publie schouls beig irregular, it is not
easy to dotermine the average time a pupil requires to pass fron
one class to another. Industry and intelligence are also factoes
that nust bu taken into consideration. G.enermlly speaking,
thore arc only a few stupid children in aniy school ; the teacher,
who worries over these and tries to make them keep pace with their
more industrious and intelligent class-inates, miakei a listtke and
does a great injustice to ai! his pupils. It is well te arrange schjool
workso that the moderately clever pupil cau easily overtake the
lessons given for preparation. By this plan, the brilliant-always
the exception-will lave hardly enough. Still they need not be idle,
as the teacher can N% ithout loss oi timne assign something ont of the
usual course of study for their improvenent, for which they need
not be inarked on the class-register.

Adiiitting thatthe attendantcies fair and that the'p'urpilec afver-
age ability, experience jUstifius Lite statemnent that two years is the
mtaximum time that a pupil should occupy in passing fron one class
to the next higlier. Let .us put this into a practical shape and sec
what it ineans: A child starts to school when its seventh year is
coipleted; at nine ho is through the first class; at elevei, througli
the second ; at thirteen, througl the third ; at fifteen he is through
the fourth, or has passed the outrance to a high school. This rate
of progress leaves three ycars in which to prepare for niatriculation
or a teacher's certificate beforo the cigliteenth year is completed.
On paper such a result appears satisfactory, and, if practically
carried out, there are few parents wlo could justly complain.

But it is not uncoimmuon to find pupils prouoted simply to avoid
the dissatisfaction arising from parents and guardians on accoutt of
their being "too long,'' as they say, "lin one book." Yielding to
this pressure works irreparable mischief to both teacher and pupil:
to the former, by pointing out a nethod by whichli he may appear tu
b doing his duty when ho is not; to the latter, by ait introduction
to, work for wrhich ho is not prepared. Of course, when the.highest
class is rcached, this must stop. A conscientious teacher who suc-
coeds one guilty of such a practice, finds seas of trouble in store
for him, in fact, it may takie him years to gain the reputation of his
less deserving predecossor. It it is hardly necessary te urge that
classification by menrit is a necesity, and, that the industrious teachter
can, with a little skill, overtake the work and have parents under-


