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Hragments,

Question Drater,

The complaint is often made that teachers are treated disrespect-
fully by socioty and by governments, Thero is often too much
truth in the charge. It is not very creditable to those who have
left the profession of teachg fur sume moroe lucrative (not higher;
position, that they are frequently most outspoken in their expres-
sions of contempt for the position which they used as a temporary
means fur ubtaining a livelihoud.  Regarding the school as a mere
source of incomo it need not be amatter of surprise that they should
have a contempt for the teachiug they did themselves. Probably
the public may have shared their fee'ings,  President Arthur wasa

teacher in carly life and when the State aad City Supo'rintcndents.

of Schools called on ham recently during their annual convention in
Washington, they expected a courteous if not a sympathetic recep-
tirn.  They were griovously disappointed, however, according to

the deseriptiun given by the editor of the School Bulletin, who was

present. The President was stul and furnal, and did aot seem to
remember that ho had ever taught in a district school. After de-
livering a bricf response to their address, he turned to liis clerkand
proceedued with his business befure his guests had left the reom.
One of the Superintendents m respunse to the general remark : “ He
seems to care httle for the schauls,” smd ** He can not think less of
me than I dv of him.”

““The schools have ruined my child.” So say many thoughtless
parents, led by eyually thoughtless medical men.  Sosaid a sorrow:-
ing father recently. ** My daughter is completely paralyzed,” said
he; **she cannot speak plainly ; she cannot raise her hand, and I
blame the school for it, So does the doctor.” Knowing that she
had been entirely excused from home work for about two vears,
that she was 14 years of age and yet ouly in the junior third book.
I knew that her schivol work could not pussibly have injured any
healthy child of her years. Enquiry showed clearly that she was
born with a nervous system prone to disease, that she had beep
subject to St. Vitus' dance, that i fact she should never have been
sent to a public schuul at all.  Notwithstanding these facts the in-
telligent medical man instead of prescribing ovpen air exercise and
proper food, allowd 1 the child to be sent to schovl, raised no objec-
tions when the piano was bought and the poor girl set ¢ topractise,”
looked helplessly on and drow lis fees as famly physician while the
weak system gradually became enfecbled, and when it finally gave
way owing to his neglect or ignurance, ho with questionable honesty
tried to blame the school. There are children who should not be
allowed to go to school. She was undoubtedly one of them. It
was a great wrong to allow her to go, and the family physician was
responsible for the wrong. Ho was also guilty of deception and in-
justice when he tried to shoulder his own responsibility on the

school.

A very good plan 18 adupted in somo places to secure the reading
of useful bouks by pupils. A blank book is kept in each class in
which a page is allotted to cach pupil, and o record is entered by
the pupils themselves monthly of the bovks they have read during
the month, with the names of the authors. This leads to system-
atic readmg by the pupils, and gives the teacher an opportunity to
direct them in furmmg their reading tastes. Teachers have no
other way 1 wluch they cau tnore effectively influence thegcharac-
tors of their pupils m a night direction.  Try the experiment,

»

‘W. H, B.—(1. “The *¢ Privy Council” in Canada is mado up of
the Ministers or Honds of Departments who are chosen to advise
thoe Governor-Genoral with respect to public affairs. These Minis.

jtors, taken collectively, are usunlly designated the ** Cabinet,”

and the torms * Cabinet”’ aud *‘Privy Council” are thereforo in
Caunuda popularly regarded as synonymous, In England they are
not so, for thore the Cabinet is ‘virtually a committec of the Privy
Gounuil, made up of such membeors of the latter body as are in ac.
cord with cach uther on affiirs of state. It 1s a - uestion of cunsti.
tutional Jaw about which thero maf' be differeaces of opinion,
whether in Canudal.ns in England, all Cabinet Ministers are really
mombers of the Privy Council or not, as the British North America
Act says nothing on the point.  1u both coutitries members of the
Cubtnot ate collectively responsible to Pachiament fur all the cxecu-
tive acts of the Guvorument, the Queen 1n the une country and the
Governor-General in the other being entirely withont xesponsibility
to the people. (2.) The Australian colonies are not united
together 1 one confederation as the Frovinces of Canada are,
Each has 1ts uwn government and its own capital city. New
Zuealand cumprises tavre than one island but it is all under one
Government and one Legislature. (3.) Opinions vary as to
whether the correct mode of oxpression is *‘thrce times five
18 fiftcon " or *‘three times five aro fiftcen.” The sticklers for
formal granunar and minate paising will probably prefer the latter
because the former is not parsable according to their ideas. Our
preterenco 18 for the first form and assuming it to be goud Eng-
lish, the subject * three-{imes-five™ should be parsed as une word.
[Your fourth question 1s one of & numerous class to which we do
not feel justified in giving up our space. The object of this depart-
ment being to aid the teacher in his work by giving him informna.
tion which he requires and which many teachers can procure with
great dufficulty, if at all, vwing to the waut of guud buoks of
reference.]

E. W.—(1; The correct pronunciation of the word ‘“Manitoba”
must, like that of other names of places, be finally determined by
local usage. There can be no doubt that as pronounced by the
Indians and early English speaking settlers of the Red River Valley
the stress was divided between the second and fuurth syllables,
thus. Ma-nit-u-b4, and it is tu be regretted that this pronuncistion
was not more strictly adhered to. The general tendency now, how-
over, is to pronounce it Ma-ni-tG-ba, and unless che advocates of
the more euphonious and otherwise desirable Indian pronunciation
take steps to check tho process their favourite form will speesily
die vut. (2) The proper spelling of the name of the territory
adjacent to Ontarin, according to the Act creating it, is ¢* Kee-
watin ” In the session of 1878 the Hon. David Mills, then Minister
of the Interior, introduced into a bill relating to that region the
more correct spelling, *‘Keewaydin,” but the bill was never
passed and the old spelling remains as a watter of statutory
enactment. The correct sound of ““a” in Keewntin is ascertam-
able from the fact that the form * Keewaydin” gives a much bet-
ter idea of the Indian pronunciation of the word than ¢* Keewatin”
does.  The mmeaning and origin of the nume ‘¢ Keowaydin' are
indicated in the concluding lines of Longfellow’s * Hiawatha,”
which are as follows :— .

Thus departed Miawaths,
Hiawatha the Beloved,
In tho glory of tho sunset,
. In tho purple mists of evening, |
To the regions of the hotne.wind
Of tho northwest wind, chwayd’ln,
To the Islands of the Blessed,
To the kingdom of Ponéinah,
To the land of the Hereafter !

HAotes amd  Slews,

-ONTARIO.

The firat annual convocation in connection with the Toronto Bap.
tist College was held on tho 2nd of May. This being the first
session of the institution there were only three graduates .1l of
whom delivered thoughtful addresses on the occasion. Their cames
are Duncan D. McArthur, of Dominionville, James McEwan, of
Brantford, and William T. Tapscott, of Toronto. Tho attendance
of students has during the session been fair for a commencoment
year. The Rev. Dr. Castle, President of the Colloge, presided and




