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Fiefs-i The tenure of Lands here is of two sorts
The fiefs or seigneuries-These lands are deemed noble,
on the demise of the possessor, his eldest son inherits one
half, and shares with the other Children in the remainder,
if any of these die without posterity, the Brothers share
the portion of the deceased, exclusive of their Sisters ;
The purchasers of these fiefs enter into all the privileges
and immunities of the same, but pay a fifth of the pur-
chase money to the Sovereign who is Lord of the Soil.
By Law the Seigneur is restricted from selling any part
of his Lands that is not clear'd, and is likewise obliged,
(reserving a sufficiency for his own domain) to concede
the remainder to such of the Inhabitants as require the
same at an annual rent not exceeding one sol, or one half
penny sterling for each Arpent (a) in superficies. The
Seigneurs have had the right of Haut, Moyenne et basse
justice on their several fiefs, but this was attended with so
many abuses and inconveniences that the inferior jurisdic-
tions were mostly disused.

Terre en Roture.-2d The Lands conceded by the
Seigneurs is the second sort of tenure, and these are called
terres en roture.-The property is entirely in the posses-
sors, and the rent they pay can never be raised upon them.
They can sell it as they please, but the purchaser is
obliged to pay a twelfth part of the purchase money to the
Seigneur. The Children of both sexes share equally in
those Lands, but if upon a division the several parts are
found unequal to the subsistence of a family they are

(a) An arpent consists of ten perches each i8 feet French measure.


