408 . REMARKS ON SLAVERY.

pare advantageously with the same number of operatives in any
part of Europe.

s ¢ The only favourable results yet marked out for the African
race are due to the American system of slavery; and until ex-
perience shall have demonstrated that some other policy will re- -
sult in greater blessings to the negro, I cannot but regard efforts
to abolish the present state of things as thoughtleﬁs and unwise,
if not unjust and inhuman.’

So much for the opinion of a good man who has long studied
the question here. My visit to the South may not ha.ve enabled
me to ferret out and.investigate all the evils there may be to
discover there, and it Awould be absurd to ignore the possible ex-
istence of cruel mastets and ill-used slaves; ‘but I saw nothing,
and heard very little, which would substantlate accusations ; yet
early rising and active habits gave me opportunities of using my
eyes and ears, in the fields and the forests, and in places where
not many travellers would be suspected. The varied aspects of
New York, and Paris, and London, are dwelt upon and described
every day, and yet how few writers think it necessary to seek out
and reprobate the slave-holders of those cities. Now I hear it

‘said—Bad things may be done in free countries, but they are
not done legally.’ :

The abduses of slavery are no less iliegal; and let us confess,
and acknowledge repentantly, how cruelly England, or rather
English law, did first neglect, and then persecute children, human
beings born, and perhaps nurtured in crime, through the indo-
lence and negligence of society. Then, because of the very weak-
ness and ignorance thus induced and fastened upon these helpless
ones, have they not been incarcerated in prisons? denied those

- very occupations and exercises positively necessary for the moral, E
intellectual, and physical improvement of growing creatures? B
and when at last the consequences of such treatment became evi-
denced by an increase of vicious propensities, the poor outcasts, if §
not legally murdered according to ancient law, have at any rate j
been whipped and tormented until their hands were raised against §
every man, as those of every man have been against them ! '




