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between what was or was not pre-Columbian. In fact,
I came in time to the opinion that the original stock
of all the Algonquin myths, and perhaps of many
more, still existed, not, far away in· the West, but at
our very doors ; that is to say, in Maine and New
Brunswick. It is at least certain, as the reader may
convince himself, that these Wabanaki, or North-
eastern Algonquin, legends give, with few exceptions,
in full and coherently, many tales which have only
reached us in a broken, imperfect form, from other
sources.

This work, then, contains a collection of the myths,
legends, and folk-lore of the principal Wabanaki, or
Northeastern Algonquin, Indians; that is to say, of
the Passamaquoddies and Penobscots of Maine, and
of the Micmacs of New Brunswick. All'of this mate-
rial was gathered directly from Indian narrators, the
greater part by myself, the rest by a few friends; in
fact, I can give the name of the aboriginal authority
for every tale except one. As my chief object as
been simply to collect and preserve valuable material,
I have said little of the labors of such critical writers
as Brinton, -Iale, Trumbull, Powers, Morgan, Ban-
croft, and the many more who have so ably studied
adid set forth red Indian ethnology. If I have rarely
ventured on their field, it is because I believe that
when the ,Indiaù shall have passed away there ,will

come far better ethnologists than I am, who will be
much more obliged to me for collecting raw material
than for cooking it.


