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MINING MEASURES
EVOKE DISCUSSION

Member For Nanaimo Told thé
House That B, C. Courts
Were "“Rotten’’

(From Thursday’'s Daily.)

Yesterday was private menbers’ day
in the legislature, and the proceedings
were for the most part the considera-
tion of bills, public and private, in-
troduced by the rank and file. The
interest of the sitting centered for the
most 'part on the debate on the bill
brought in by Mr. Brewster (Alberni)
to frustrate the schemes of penniless
and unscrupulous foreign mine-
operators, who depart without paying
wages when a claim ‘‘pegs out.” This
bill, as did that introduced by Mr. Mc-
Innis (Grand Forks) for the purpose
of widening the scope of the eight-
hour law as affecting miners, led to
some warm controversy. Both meas-
ures were lost on the second reading.

The feature of the debate was the
atack made by Mr. Hawthornthwaite
(Nanaimo) on the courts of the pro-
vince, which he characterised as “rot-
ten.” The Speaker reprimanded the
member for Nanaimo for his language,
and Mr. Hawthornthwaite defended his
adjectlve warmly, declaring that it was
a good word, and one that should be
used more frequently to describe some
of the institutions of the province.

Mr. Brewster's measure was sup-
ported by the Opposition, led by Mr.
Macdonald (Rossland). The leader
of the Socialists disagreed with the
terms of the bill, but supported it for
sccond reading. leaving his proposed
amendments for committee.

The Grand Trunk Pacific bill came
up for second reading, but debate was
udjourned at the request of Mr. Oliver
(Delta) who wanted time to have a
good look at the blueprints of the
.Prince Rupert townsite.

The Flathead Railway bill was pas-
pned, as was the Attorney-General's
Dills to amend the Arbitration act and
the Magistrates’ act.

The Eight Hour Law

When the House resumed the ad-
journed debate on Mr. McInnis’ bill to
-amend the Inspection of Metalliferous
Mines act, the Premier said that he
had asked for adjournment in order to
.look into the situation, and to be able
to advise the House with all the avail-
able data to hand. His position was
‘entirely without bias for; either the
imine operator or -the mine worker.
-He recalled that the passing of the
'Bight Hour Day law, which measure
‘he had supported,- had been followed
for several years by considerable
.trouble in the Kootenays. This was
.attributed by many to the legislation
referred to. This trouble had now dis-
"appeared, and the Eight Hour law was
operating very successfully.

' “My honorable friend from Grand
_Forks, who now takes his seat in the
House for the third time, has suddenly
‘discovered that it is his duty to en-
.large the scope of the law to cover
miners who work on the surface,” re-
“marked the Premier. “I contlude that
he has in. mind the men who work in
‘the so-called ‘glory holes.’” The enact~
Yment of this would affect a large num-
;ber of men working Kootepay
‘mines.. These ‘glory hole’ Wprkers are

{

" ‘not necessarily expert miners. I am

.quite satisfied that there has been no
.very specific or emphatic demand
.made upon the member for Grand
Torks for this legislation. In my ex-
_perience as minister of mines I do not
‘recall one instance where there was
- a specific demand made upon the de-
_partment for such a law, and I sup-
pose that the member for Grand
Forks ‘assumes the responsibility for
"the matter.”

The Premier adduced two argu-
_ments against the bill. First, there
‘was no general demand throughout the
‘province for the bill. In the second
place, it was not necessary for the
’physlcal protection of any large num-
ber of men. The Socialists, he said,
"would like. to have the eight hour law
_applicable to all phases of industry,
which would greatly retard industry in
the province. Particularly with the
‘mining industry would it prove a
drawback and that industry needed
_encouragement, owing to the great
drop in the price of copper, among
other things. It was necessary for the
‘government to move slowly.

A Socialist Attack

Mr. Hawthornthwaite (Nanaimo) fol-
lowed the Premier, and there ensued a
bitter attack on the mining policy of
‘the administration.

" *I have sat in this House a number
of years,” declared the Socialist leader,
“and time and again have heard labor
bills attacked. Theére is never any
varlation in the reasons assigned for
the opposition. It is always ‘the con-
dition of the market’ The Premier
‘asked for time to investigate this mat-
ter. I venture to say that he confined
his investigations solely to the capital-
‘ists;  Indeed,’ I challenge him to give
me the name of one working man in
the districts of which he speaks.”

( 'Here the Premier arose and ex-
. plained that in seeking advice on the
.bill he had gone to neither operator
ynor mine-worker, but to the officials
of his own department. 3

This statement still further aroused
the ire of Mr. Hawthornthwaite. The
‘department of mines was, he sald,
-suffering from “dry rot” The pro-
‘posed ecivil service pension bill was

{welcome, a8 it would rid the buildings
jof some of these officials. It was true
that there had been a fall in the price
of copper, but even at that
‘the Granby Smelter was earning
+$60,000 a month. What must the pro-
1fits have been when copper stood at
25 cents instead of 187

The Premier had stated that there
had been no general demand on the

“part of the working men of the pro-
.vince for a reduction of the hours of
exploitation. He could not expect, in
view of the attitude he had so often
taken in the House on labor questions,
that these appeals would be made to
:him, or to other gentlemen who shared
his “prehistoric -views.”

Again the Premier interrupted, this
time to state that almost every month
he had labor delegations to see him.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite admitted that
as a matter of form such delegations
sometimes called on the Premier after
they had consulted their represen-
tatives in the House. He said that all
the trouble arising from the eight hour

. day law in the Kootenays originated

with the mine-operators, the real
anarchists of the province, whe re-
fused to obey the laws. Since that
time there had been few labor troubles
in British Columbia. The working
men were directing their energies
towards political methods, as they did
in all civilized countries: If political
aid was refused they would go back
to trade union methods, methods of
force.

“Why was the ‘glory hole’ establish-

ed ‘in British Columbia?’ demanded
Mr, Hawthornthwaite. “It was merely
an attempt on the part of the mine-

operators: to defeat 'the elght hour

law. The vast majority of accidents
in metalliferous mines occur in these
‘glory holes’ There is not a maa
working in one of them who is not in
hourly danger of his life. The opera-
tors are a little more careful since the
passing of the Workmen's Compensa-
tion act, but now they fall back on
their other staff, the courts of ‘the
province, which are absolutely rotten.”

At this stage the Speaker inter-
vened. He said ' that the honorable
gentleman’'s language was unparlia-
mentary, and could not be tolerated in
the House. ;

Mr. Hawthornthwaite, however, went
right on. As long as the courts were
what they are, he declared, he would
criticise them.

“I merely called them rotten,” he ex-
plained. “This is not swearing. It is
not unchristian. It is a word that
should be more frequently used in
speaking of the institutions of this
provinee.”

He went on to say that the pro-
vince was getting to be full of crip-

ples, out of all proportion to the popu-,

lation, and it was ‘time ‘some effort
was made to protect the mine worker.

The bill was put to the vote on
second reading, and lost, 14 to 23.
The dlyision was as follows:

Yeas: King, Naden, Hall, Jones,
Yorston, Oliver, Macdonald, Hender-
son, Munro, Jardine, Brewster, Wil-
liams, Hawthornthwaite., McInnis.

Nays: Tatlow, McBride, Bowser,
Cotton, Ellison, Ross, Shatford,
Thomson, Hunter, Fulton, Taylor,
Young, Garden, Macgowan, Gifford,
Grant, Behnsen, Manson, McGuire,
McKay, Davey, Schofield.

Pairs: Parsons and Kergin; Mc-
Phillips and Eagleson.

Mine Workers' Wages

The bill introduced by MF. Brewster
(Alberni) for the protection of mine
workers employed by foreign or irre-
sponsible -prospeéctors, came up for de-
bate on second reading. This was
another measure on which debate had
heen adjourned by request of the gov-
ernment.

The attorney-general said that at
the close of the last session the
Premier had promised that during the
recess he would look into this matter.
The government had not seen its way
clear to bring in a bill or to support
this one. There was a great deal to
be said on the side of the mine worker,
but it was not to be expected that he
should be placed in a better’ position
than any other class. This sort of
legislation could be carried to ex-
tremes. The bill asked that the mine
operator should post up a certificate
at the works to the effect that he had
on deposit in a bank enough money to
pay wages for two months. ;

“Even the ordinary servant in a
house might ask for a similar law,”
suggested the attorney-general. “Your
cook could ask that a certificate be
posted up to the effect that you had
enough in the bank to pay her her
next ‘month’'s “wages. For another
thing, the banks are reticent on these
matters. If they' were to post up a
statement of their depositors’ accounts,
other creditors would get the advan-
tage of it, and the miners would still
lose out.”’ 3 3

The  attorney-general drew attention
to another point in the act. It could
only be enforcéed by prosecution. A
fine was to be imposed, and in defauit
of \payment, the debtor wag to be im-
prisoned. - This was in effect a re-
vival of fmprisonment for ‘debt.

The Leader of the Opposition, who
followed, said that Mr. Bowser had
evidently misconceived the application
of the bill when he said that it was
meant to cover matters not covered by
the Mechanics’ Lien act. It was in-
tended for that class of operator who
does mot own a mine, has no money,
and ‘trades on the credulity of the
working men.- He takes the chance of
success, and they take all the risk. A
solution of the existing evil was to ‘be
found in the bill, and its defects could
be weeded out in.committee.

The bill did not imply imprisonment
for debt, but. imprisonment for the
non-payment of a fine for breaking the
law of the land, as was to be found
in a score of acts.

The Premier’s Criticism

The premier stated that he, with the
aid of the'then attorney-general, had
tried several years ago. to. find a 80-
lution to the puzzle but without suc-
cess. 1If the present bill passed, he did
not see any reason why it should not
be extended to every phase of indus-
try, lumbering, farming and so on.

The enforcement of such an act
would be impossible in the northern
districts. Moreover, if the history of
mining in British Columbia were writ-
ten, we would find that a large num-
ber of our most prominent men had
started out with nothing. ¢ .

Mr. MclInnis (Grand Forks) sugges-
ted that if the present bill were not
practicable, a bi-monthly payday would
help the situation, as then 'the miner
would not stand to lose so much.

Mr. Oliver (Delta) said that wnen a
serious grievance existed, as in the
present case, it was the duty of the

government to devise a remedy. The

premier had promised a remedy, but
had failed of :carrying out his pro-
mise. Miners were .in a category by
themselves. % Millmen, lumbermen,
and the rest could' be realized upon,
but there was nothing to be realized
from a worthless hole in the ground.
The government, hefore accepting a
tender insisted on the tenderer having
a bank account, and why should not
the same rule apply to a miner?

“If the government has not the abfl-
ity to grapple with this question,” re-
marked Mr. Oliver, “let them. resign
and let in people who have.”

Mr. Bowser: ‘“Would the hon. mem-
ber accept & similar amendment with
regard to farm laborers?”

Mr. Oliver: *“Yes. Agricultural la-
borers have the crops for their se-
curity, and they can even take the
stool from under the milkmaid as sh
milks the cow.” .

.The member for Delta urged that
the bill be allowed to pass second
reading, and then, if necessary, the
clause about certificates could be put
up to the department of mines.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite Again

The member for Nanaimo ‘made  a
fierce onslaught on the bill as it stood,
while declaring that he intended to
vote for its second reading in order
that it might be amended in commit-
tee.

“My great objection to the bill is
that it is useless, in fact, worse than
useless,” he said. “As regards the
statements about miners’ losses, they
are absclutely correct, and every care
should be taken to provide a dill that
will protect them. They have asked
for bread and the member for Alberni
has given them a stone.”

However, Mr. Hawthornthwaite de-
cided that a bill brought down with
good intention should be given a
chance, and so he would vote for sec-
ond reading.

7. The clause relating to the bank
deposit meant that the the ordinary

prosHector could not develop a claim
at all.

Mr. Brewster explained that the bill
did not interfere at all with an owner,
but only with the man who takes a
lease on bond on a mining property.

The member for Nanaimo said that
this only made the matter worse. Also,
the clause allowing the miner to re-
linquish his rights under the act meant
that no miner could obtain work until
he had signed such release. This
walver clause stamped the bill as a
humbug. In conclusion he stated that
British Columbia had the instrument
of torture known as the “black lst,”
and any miner who stood up for his
rights was driven from the province.

The bill on its second reading was
veted down, 13 to 22. The division
was as follows:

Yeas: King, Naden, Hall, Jones,
Yorston, Oliver, Macdonald, Hender-
son, Jardine, . Brewster, Williams,
Hawthornthwaite, McInnis.

Nays: Tatlow, McBride, Bowser,
Cotton, Ellison, Ross, SBhatford, Thom-
son, Hunter, Fulton, Young, Taylor,
Macgowan, Gifford, Grant, Behnsen,
Hayward, McGuire, McKay, Davey,
Schofield. 1

Pairs: Parson and Kergin; McPhil-
lips and Eagleson.

Grand Trunk Pacific Bill

In moving a second reading of the
Grand Trunk Pacific bill the Minister
of Lands reviewed the agreement made
between the Government and the rall-
way regarding the Prince Rupert
townsite, and produced a large blue-
print ef the land in question with the
various holdings marked. Mr. Oliver
(Delta) moved that the debate be ad-
journed until today in order to allow
the Opposition members to study this
map.

Mr. Taylor's bill to amend the High-
way Traffic Regulation bill was read a
second time. It provides that no
wagon or vehicle carrying a load of
more than two thousand pounds shall
be drawn over any public highway un-
unless the tires of such wvehicle be at
least four inches in width. It also
provides that logs or timber shall not
be dragged over a public highway.
Mr. Taylor stated that this regulation
already applies west of the Cascades,
and the intention of the bill is to make
it apply east of the Cascades as well

Provincial Elections Act

~ The Provincial Elections Act, which
is now before the committee, seems
likely to have  some fairly drastic
amendments before {t reaches its final
stages. The Leader of the Opposition
suggested that the time stated in the
bill to elapse between the closing of
the lists and the sitfing of. the court
of revision was too short. He wished
the bill to be amended, so that the lists
shall ‘close the first Manday in April
and October, Instead of the second
Monday in these months.

He also suggested that a clause be
added instructing the registrar of
voters to wipe off names from the list
for the following reasons: death, hav-

ing ceased for a year to reside in the |

district; lack of qualification to vote;

discovery that the voter was not qual-

;?ed when his name was placed on the
st.

The Attorney-General suggested that
Mr. Macdonald should have these

amendments placed on the order sheet, |

and the committee rose.

The Minister of Agriculture intro- |
duced a bill for an act to regulate the:

sale of certaim poisonous substances to

| be used exclusively in agriculture and
horticulture. This, he explained, was in |

order to facilitate the obtaining of
chemicals for spraying fruit trees. The
bill passed first reading.

Mr. McInnis asked the Hon. the Min-
ister of Mines the following questions:

1. Has any 'inspection been made of
“smelters” and ‘ore reduction works”
under the provisions of the “Factories
Act, 1908”?

2. If so, have they been found to
conform with the requirements of that
act?

The Hon. Mr. McBride replied as
follows:

1. No.

2. Answered by No. 1.

WILL RECOMMEND A
JOINT STOCK GOMPANY

Victoria Fruit Growers Favor
. Plan to Secure Wider
Powers

(From Thursday’s Daily.)
An informal meeting of members of
the Victoria Fruit Growers’ associ-
ation was held yesterday afternoon at

the City hall whén it' was decided that|

in the interests of the island fruit
growers the association should dis-
band and the members become incor-
porated under the Joint Stock Com-
panies act. This procedure will be re-

.commended to the general meeting of

the association which will be held next
Monday afternoon in the Board of
‘frade rooms.

Some twenty members, together with
several fruit growers, not members of
that body, were in attendance at yes-
terday’'s meeting. It was the. con-
sensus of opinion that the Farmers’
Institute act, under which the Victoria
Fruit Growers’ association was organ-
ized, does® not confer sufficlently wide
enqugh powers. The growth of the
association’s- business has been such
that more extended powers are neces-
sary. Under the Farmers' Institute
act the individual liability of the mem-
bers is not clearly enough defined
while, should the association be incor-
porated under the Joint Stock Com-
panies act, the liability of each mem-
ber would be clearly understood, and
should the increase in business,avar-
rant it, increases to the capital can
be made.

The association has been growing
steadily in membership and many
growers have joined the organization.
On Tuesday night a meeting of fruit
growers was held at Metchosin when
James Drummond, manager of the Vic-
toria Fruit exchange, spoke on the
benefits of co-operation. Many of the
growers present expressed their in-
tention of joining the association, be-

lieving that it is only by co-operation |
that the island growers can have their

product satisfactorily handled.

For Ex-Presidents

Washington, Fe. 6—African hunts
and magazine writing will not be
necessary as the occupations of ex-
presidents of the United States, if a
bill introduced today by Rep. Vol-
stead, Minesota,. should be enacted.
The measure provides a pension of
$1200 annually for every president
after he leaves the white house.

Mr. B. Esmond frcm Vancouver is
over in the Capital on a business trip
for a few days.

IT'"S UMBRELLAS TODAY

AT 90¢—Children’s School Umbrellas, good strong frames.

AT $1.25—Misses’ Umbrelias, excellent steel rods, assorted handles.

AT $1.00, 81.25, and $1.50—Ladies’ Umbrellas, all good covers, a variety of fancy
handles and smart horn handles.

AT $1.75, $2.00, $2.25 and $2.50—Ladies’ Umbreilas—Excellent gloria covers, one
piece steel rod, fine assortment of smart handles. ;

AT $3.00 to $10.00—Ladies’ High Class Umbrellas—Exceptionally fine gloria covers,
nice tight roll, gun-metal and other very attractive handles.

AT $1.40, $1.75, $2.00 and $2.50—Gentlemen’s Strong Umbrellas, self-opening, with
excellent steel rods and smart natural wood handles.

AT 8$3.00 to $8.75—Gentlemen’s High Grade Umbrellas—Fine gloria covers, natural
wood and fancy handles, a splendid line of Umbrellas, all genuine’ bargains.

HENRY YOUNG & COMPANY

1123 Government Street, Victoria, B.C.

ome Reasons Why

' 1My

The Western €anada Wood Pulp and Paper Co., Ltd., of Victoria, ha,s' over American or European manufacturers. News is now jobbing on the
been organized for the purpose of erecting on Quatsino Sound, Vancouver Australia, New Zealand and Japan and China markets at from $50.00 to
Island, a modern plant for the manufacture of wood pulp, newspaper, pa- $65.00 per ton, and we are able to secure a freight rate from Victoria to
per box board, and a general line of wrapping paper. It has no patents, these points at from $3.00 to $5.00 per ton. The Oriental markets annu-
no new schemes for the manufacture of pulp or paper, or no mysterious ally consume millions of dollars of news and wrapping and on account of
or,intricate procésses for the manufacture of these products. The com- | our geographical position and facilities for manufacture every dollar of
pany have acquitfed 86 square miles of pulp limits in and around Quat- this vast trade rightly and properly belongs to British Columbia. For the
sino Sound, including a 20,000 inch water record at the above point and | last two years there has been a universal shortage of wood pulp and pa-
the ambition of the directors is to make this plant one of the most mod- | per. The demand greatly exceeds the supply and in consequence the en-
ern and up-to-date paper mills of Canada. When fully complete the | tire product of the majority of the big mills are booked for the present
mill will have a capacity of 600 tons of news and wrapping paper.per | year. No industry, not even mining itself, has such splendid prospects
week, and we are confident that we will have the wood pulp division, from the viewpoint of investment as the manufacture of wood pulp and
with a weekly capacity of 100 tons of pulp, in operation by Dec. 1st of | paper in British Columbia. At present it is impossible to secure stock in
this year. Mr. Chas. B Pride, of Appleton, Wis, who has been engaged as the majortty of the operating paper milla of Canada, and there is no rea-
architect and engineer, has made arrangements to rush every department | son why the plant which we are now erecting should not pay conserva-
of the work and is confident of having the first division of the big plant | tively 10 per cent. better dividends than eastern mills. We have cheaper
in operation before the end of the year. Mr. Pride is one of the most | pulp wood and an eminent advantage 'in regard to markets. If the pulp
eminent authorities in the-United States and Canada on the erection of | and paper mills of Ontario and Quebec can pay good dividends, we can do
pulp ‘and paper mills, having built more than 50 of the leading paper | even better in British Columbia. What we want is mot only one, but
mills of the country, among them being the great Rhinelander Pulp and | ten mills in western Canada in order to supply the constantly increasing
Paper Co., Oconto Falls Paper Co., Wisconsin Tissue Co, Howard Pulp | home trade and that of the Orient. Why should the people of this prov-
and Paper Co. and scores of others. The purpose of the cem- ince annually import hundreds of carloads of paper 3,000 miles from the
pany is to confine the Quatsino plant exclusively to the manu- | east when we can manufacture it more cheaply at home. Let us get to-
facture of news. wrapping paper and box board. Our splen- gether and build up our own industries and develop our own country.
did water power and the low cost of pulp wood will enable us to turn | Every pulp and paper mill established in British Columbia means a new
out news and wrapping paper at less than $30.00 per ton, and our prox- tewn of from 1,000 to 5,000 population and the employment of hundreds
imity to the great Oriental markets will give us a splendid advantage of people. Let us get togethor. What others have done, we also can do.

WE NOW OFFER FOR SUBSCRIPTION

the remainder of the first issue of

300,000 7% PREFERENCE SHARES

in Blocks of 100 Shares at $1 per Share
PAYMENTS: 15 per cent on application. 15 per cent in 30 days. Balance 10 per cent per month.

¢

The preference shares are entitled to a cumulative preferential divi- ing preferred and ordinary shares, both shares thereafter participate
dend of 7 per cent. per annum, payable before any dividend is paid on the equally. We dre confident that the preferred shares will eventually pay’
ordinary stock. After 7 per cent has been paid upon both the outstand- from 25 per cent. to 50 per cent. annual dividends.

OFFICERS:

President ..COL. HENRY APPLETON, RE.
Vice-President... . CHARLES J. V. SPRATT
Secretary..........ARTHUR H. HARMAN

DIRECTORS:

COL. HENRY APPLETON, R.E, retired, Dir. British Canadian Wood & Paper Co., Ltd.
CHARLES J. V. SPRATT, President Victoria Machinery Depot, Victoria.

DR. LEWIS HALL, Mayor of Victoria, B.C. Treasurer........... F. J. MARSHALL
CHARLES LUGRIN, Editor “Colonist,” Victoria, B.C. Solicitors.......

W. K. HOUSTON, Member of W. K. Houston & Co. Auditor W CURTIS SAMPSON
JOSEPH McPHEE, General Merchant, Cumberland & Courtenay. E"g":;;'{e:;g e‘:'f;.‘"t;:a' .S.[;Slg‘gg,. %:;EIDE
F. J. MARSHALL, formerly Assistant Manager National Bank of India. Fiscal Agent..............GREELY KOLTS
FREDERICK APPLETON, Director M. R. Smith & Co., Ltd., Victoria.

GREELY KOLTS, Director and Fiscal Agt. British Canadian Wood Pulp & Paper Co., Ltd.

Royal Bank of Canada - Bankers and Reference

Address all subscript'ons for shares direct to the head office of the
company 638 View St, Victoria, B. C.

IWestern Canada Wood Pulp & Paper Co. Ltd.
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HOW CANADA’S EXPORTS
MAY BE INCREASEL

The Committee Reports to th
Board of Tx;fzde Coun-
ci

(From Thursday's Daily

The council of the Board of ’
met yesterday morning, the pr
Mr. Simon Leiser, in the chair
attendance, Messrs. . 3
Mara, H. G. Wilson Carte
Shalleross, C. H. Lugrin and D. R, Ke

Messrs. Wm. Laird, H. K. Housto
and R. L. Betterton, wl e ap
ing for a charter to 1ild a ra
from Victoria to Barkley sound
1y presented the claims 3
prise upon the conside
Board of Trade, and af
cussion during which the
liness of the Board to
which had for its obje
ment of the resaurces
jsland was unstinting
was decided to refer th
to the committee on pu
railways, for investigati
port the council at th
sible moment.

The secretary read a letter fro
the Hon. Richard McBride, the mini
ter of mines, advising the Board th
complete instructions had been se
from the department to all the go
commissioners in the province to gl
overy possible assistance tov 3
curing suitable exhibits f
the Seattle exposition,
the officials of the dej
aid in these efforts to the
their ability and opportu

A letter was read fr
couver Board of d
Board of their most cordi:
ation in ensuring the
sentation of the almo
sources and industri
this province at the same ex]

After considerable s
gram was forwarded h\
Hutchison, the Canadian A
hibition commissioner, who
present time in the city
requesting his presence ¢
meeting of the Board v
place at 3 o'clock this
the view of considering all these m
ters' at length and under more favd
able circumstances.

Report of Committee

The committee which was instruc
to review a communication from 4
department of trade and commerce
Ottawa enquiring for suggestions ha
ing as their object the enlargement
our exports, presented the follow
report, which was received
adopted.

Gentlemen: Your committee on tra
and commerce beg to report upon §
accompanying circular letter from 4
department of trade and commer
Ottawa, asking for suggestions for
creasing the export trade of Canada

Lumber and coal—In our opinion
Dominion government should endea’
to negotiate such treaties as will 4
mit the entry of Canadian lumber 2
coal into foreign countries on m
favorable terms, and in this conng
tion would point out that while lu
ber from the United States is
mitted into Capada.free of duty, lu]

_-ber from Cdnada entering Uni
¥ States is taxed $2 per ¢housand.

Iron—Large bodies of high g
iron ore in close proximity to
necessary fluxes and fuel are kno]
to exist on this coast and the I
minion government should assist
bringing these to the attention
capitalists and offer such induceme
as will result in the establishment
iron works on the Pacific coast.

Sealing industry—The sealing ind
try is seriously hampered by resty
tions to Canada sealers ghich do
apply to sealers operating from Jap
The Dominion government should hi
' equality of rights restored to the sg
ers from our ports.

Deep sea fisheries—The waters
the Canadian Pacific coast contain
enormous wealth of food fishes,
halibut industry being operated al
entirely by United States enterp
In the opinion of your committee
is to some extent due to the ina
quate protection to the fishing ba
and illegal use of Canadian ports
icleaning the fish, rendered poss
through the insufficiency of fls
.pratection cruisers.

‘Wheat shipments—With the e
mous increase of areas which are b
brought under wheat cultivation
outlets f§r the early marketing of
crops should be provided for.
,Pacific coast must therefore be log
.to, 'and in view of the opening of
Panama canal, immediate steps sh
‘be taken for the construction of
‘raflway by way of Yellow Head
iBute inlet and ports on Vanco
‘island, as recommended by the r
commission on transportation in
{year 1905.

Statistics—We beg to call atte
to the trade and navigation ta
which some years ago were curtg
by omitting particulars of the impg
into the different provinces.
committee consider this informa
very valuable and recommend that]
department be asked to furnish {
was done in previous years.

Trade Reports—In the opinion
your committee the trade reports
issued are very valuable, and we
no suggestions to make at prese

Messrs. J. W, Ambery, H. F. Bu
W. J. Pendray, Chris. Spencer ang
Temple are the members of this
portant committee.

Annual Meeting.

The annual meeting of the Vicy
Horticultural Association will be
on February 22nd at the Y.M]
rooms. Reports will be received
ithe different retiring efficers and
‘rangements for the season’'s show
be discussed. It is hoped that
will be a full attendance of mem)

Aftermath of Big Fire.

A quantity of furniture stolen a
time of the big fire in July, 1907
been located by the police in a r
ion Chatham street. The long mis
“furniture had been carried fro
of the burning houses and piled i
streét. In the confusion conseq
on the spread of the fire the fur
iwas carried away by unknown
isons and until a few days ago
never again seen by the owner.

B. C. Reformatories.

The attorney general has br)
down a bill regarding reforma
which will change the name to t
industrial school, which, Mr. B(
says, is really what the institut
under-its present management,
same time he intends to make a
ment as to what has been done
past regarding the reformator;
What' plans are entertained for t
ture. It is understood that the
is a very satisfactory one.

Mr, Stevenson of Manitoba i
visit to this city,




