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to someone else, we can do without. Why 
not spend that tbôneÿ and perhaps a little 
more upon your ‘roads and streets, which 
will benefit everybody and make the whole 
city comfortable and attractive. I am 
sure i that the saving in springs 
and axles and the tires of the carriages and 
carts used upon the streets, would pay the 
yearly interest and sinking fund, on the 
money borrowed to be so expended.

Victoria is a stopping place on the high­
way to Alaska, a traffic which will surely 
increase largely in its proportions, and is 
also the port of entry and departure of ships 
for the Orient, Australia, California, and 
other places. The more inviting Victoria 
is, the longer the passengers to and from 
these places will be tempted to stay, and 
the more to make this their home per­
manently, Besides this, a large mining 
population is being now attracted to our 
country. Why should they not many.of 
them make their dwellings here, and brine 
their families with them? It all depends 
upon how attractive you can make the 
place, but dilapidated roads gnd streets 
will never encourage them., -

You have all these matters I have been 
speaking x>f in your own hands, but if the 
ratepayers are apathetic and pay no heed 
to the way the city is governed, or to me 
principles advocated by those who govern 
in civic matters, it can only be expected 
that injustice, stagnation and discomfort 
will ensue, whereas a proper regard and 
due vigilance in your own interests will en­
sure a thriving, contented and happy com­
munity.

get rid of this endeavor to relieve ourselves 
of censure and to shoulder it on to others.
8urt>osing that the government, and all 
the rest, were to blame, what of it? Let 
us assume them ever so blameworthy, but 
let us also, as I tried to point out before, 
remember that there are lots more of us at 
fault too, if we are to be held to strict ac­
count and no allowance made for human 
infirmity. Gentlemen, this policy of at­
tempting to arraign others, and thus free 
ourselves, is one attended with awful con­
sequences. In the first place, I have shown 
you, it has hitherto, and still, stands in the 
way of doing justice to the sufferers, 
and I think I hate also now shown 
that it is the occasion of the 
city rushing into an expenditure, what witji 
the cost of litigation and the new bridge, of 
more than two or three times the money 
wanted to amply compensate every sufferer 
who has lost friends in that calamity. Let 
us, therefore, cast everything of the kind 
from our minds, and endeavor to realize 
and always remember that it was a com­
mon calamity, and endeavor to do what­
ever is possible to relieve the agony which 
has been occasioned and at the same time 
do the best for ourselves, for, if we do not 
view it in that light, but continue to look 
at it through the spectacles of our own jus­
tification, we shall be the occasion of con­
tinuous wrong and affliction to those whom 
we might relieve, besides taking tbe bur­
then of a frightful responsibility upon our­
selves. The'existing bridge can be repaired, 
doubtless it requires strengthening, and, 
while I do not profess to be an engineer or 
to have scientific or mechanical knowledge,
I venture to1 say that $5,000 expended -on 
the bridge would- go a long way towards 
making insufficient for ordinary traffic and 
tramways as well. It would, of course, 
have averted the calamity if the strength­
ening had taken place before the accident, 
but, as I have pointed out, that is not the 
question now. We are now operating in 
the full light of experience: do not let us 
throw that experience away for mere whims 
and fancies, which are shaped in an un­
worthy direction at best.

“ I observed when first this accident oc­
curred, what I thought was a very laudable
disposition on the part of the Tramway upon his arrival from the Orient last
T°heyPagay4° a™ substontllHum toward" [ evening. The tug Sadie acted as tender, 
strengthening James Bay bridge, and of- This is the China’s twenty-seventh
bridge ‘across ^'l'oint1 EThce. ‘Tit no! homeward run, and a mote pleasant one, 
likely, then, that if a feasible scheme accompanied by finer weather, she has 
for compensating the sufferers had been perhaps never experienced at this time brought forward, this company might have r r
been induced to assist ? I apv afraidnbw it of the,year. She had a very light list of 
is too late, because it appears' that the com- saloon passengers, but this is character- 
pany has become bankrupt. I know that I ietic of this period of the year. Includ-

ed in the passenger list were Mr. and Company,because ilavTotoe^edlSaube Mrs. J. P Anderson, wealthy English 
company is, according to the newspapers, people who have been visiting the Orient 
in rather bad odor, and its going into the and who are now returning to their 
hands of a receiver is attributed solely to a home in Manchester ; Mr. Geo. Flood, a 
desire to escape responsibility. Such may prominent Kobe merchant, on bis way 
of course be the case, but I am disposed to toNew York ; Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Mer-

knowledge that the tramway, up to the for pleasure, Dr. A. de Pleach, the 
time of its being taken over by the new Austro-Hungarian consul at Hongkong, 
company, had been a losing concern. It is who is also travelling for pleasure ; Mr. 
reported that at the time of the accident it A. Spitzél, a Shanghai business man, 
was about paying its running expenses and who with his son is visiting America ; 
!£?.interest upon the money borrowed pbat jjev. y. Sandeman, a homeward bound 
if it is a fact, as I understand it is, that miHHinnarT whn is travelling in mm- 
since the accident it has been running be- “
hind, and has been operated at an actual Pany with his wife, and Mr. E. A. 
loss of $100 per day, owing to the Stevens, advance agent of the Loie Ful- 
Esquimalt traffic being shut off 1er Company, who has been in 
and its other lines impeded, it the Orient fixing datas for the ap­
is not to be wondered at that the con- pearance of his star in the land across 
cern has gone into the hands of a receiver, the seas. The only other saloon passen- 
To have avoided that state of things the aboard were Mr. and Mrs. E. F.
company would, judging from the, over- pn_in; tt_-«*■ » utures they first made of contributions, have Fenollosa, Captain Houston, Mr. A. E. 
gone a long way to have saved themselves, Wilson and Mr. x. M. oweaney. Inert? 
and a few remarks as to the condition and were besides seven intermediate and 298 
status of a company such as this, not par- steerage passengers, a large number of 
ticularly directed to this company but to whom disembarked here. As freight 
aU enterprises of a like nature, may notule the strip brought 38,439 packages or 
put ofptace: In floating companies of this- 2 „13 all fold? “
kind, there is one almost invariable coufse
pursued. People do not put in very much v the ‘ islander 11 in service.
of their own money. Hardly ever is a raff- when the steamer Danube was ready
constructed with'thlimmeffiate^money'of M^verv was made*whio^hLlZ' 
its promoters. People have not, as a rolé; tant discovery was made which has corn-
money enough for that purpose, or if they pletely changed the vessel s movements, 
have, are not going to risk their all in one A crank shaft leading to the cylinder 
thing. The promoters find ten or perhaps was found to have a large crack in it, 
twenty percent, of the moneys necessary which meant that the ship must tie up 
to carry out the undertaking, and borrow until the steel arm could be replaced.
th:rebairenoUPOnpersonaeiage;espodns.b^t Accordingly the Islander was hurriedly 
and issue debentures. Then if Tbe brought into requisition and for the re- 
thing comes to grief they lose niamder of the day the two vessels lay 
their ten or twenty per cent, it is Bide by side while the cargo of the Dan- 
true, but the debenture hokters will have ube was being transferred. To-day the 
to take the concern for the balance. It is Islander will sail instead of the Danube 
not likely that the Consolidated Railway and the latter will retire from active ser- 
Company was organized on any other plan, vice until a new shaft that has been tel- 
which they «graphed for arrives from England,
was not likely they were going to throw southern storms.
good money after bad, even if they had It. The 8ame weather that brought the 
But, remember the subscribers to thesecompanies are composed of all classes, PlÎF °* Puebla into port at an hour long 
largely of the laboring classes who are ip- before she was expected yesterday after- 
duced to withdraw their savings from the noon, is detaining a big fleet from ar- 
savings banks and put them into these jiving at San Francisco. A despatch 
enterprises as offering a fair 'cBirifStj'bf from there yesterday says : “Heavy 
profit. So in dealing harshly with, or head winds are holding the fleet back 
crushing these companies; you are ilôt and some anxiety is expressed for theCSStiSitrS Alice Blanchard from Portland, and the 

ing people and servant girls whose savings ™8Î? f-)ePartur? Bay. The
are thus invested. It was not likely that Walla Walla from Victoria came lhto 
this or any other company would continue port twenty-six hours behind time. She 
to operate long under the conditions in had a rough experience, but once of her 
which they found themselves. officers explained that • her captain put

“ When we now look at the matter we her head into the wind and let her ride 
can see how much better it might have the vale ” 
been, when the tramway showed a dis- =“lc" 
position to make a fight for its life and 
came offering to contribute money for this 
and for that putpose, to have accepted 
their co-operation, and to have met them 
as brothers iff distress, if only for the 
selfish purpose of seeing how much could 
be got out of them in their effort to save 
themselves—a chance now apparently gone 
forever.

“ But even if the city now has to ap­
proach the matter alone, 1 think I have 
proved to you conclusively that economy 
and good judgment will be practised, to 
say nothing of charity and humanity, bv 
at once taking steps to find out how those 
matters can be settled and compromised in­
stead of fighting lawsuits, the full cost of 
whidh can at the present time be hardly 
estimated. Then, what if the City should 
lose the suits in the end ? What would it 
cost then to settle what might now be com­
promised for $50,000 or so? If once it were 
established that the city was legally liable, 
the demands of these claimants and others 
would know no bounds, and where the lia­
bility would end", no one can forecast.
Therefore, not only reason, justice and 

« „„ „ , .V. . ... humanity, but common sense, prudence,i.,,. RmVet^8 9onslder further in this mat- and self protection, dictate the only one 
t to expend $125,000°r course, and that is the course of concilia- 

Sitr!ilret ne-w bn<?£et at tion, and the endeavor to repair the wrongs
Point Ellice. Is that bridge immediately and sufferings that have occurred, 
required and what is the occasion of build- “ Now, a few words ubon a different sub- 
“6 “? I have seen the question repeated- ject. We have a city of which we can
%*»™m tffe newspapers why the city truthfully say that naturally it has no

JePair the existing bridge, which rival, or at least no superior on the contin- 
kdltar5 of a • fe'T, thousand ent, as a resort for the pleasure seeker and 

dollars might be made serviceable for years for those who desire a delightful home.
1 have never seen that ques- But somehow our population is not increas- 

? an.awered. On the con- ing. I will not dwell upon the encourage- 
trary, the general opinion heems to be that agement of capital, or point to results fol- 

Ami®bl be made of the existing lowing the recent elections in tbe United 
bridge. Are we not, in proposing to build States as a proo'f that where confidence

refusing to repair the is given to capital, there indus-
?, r„n?«Wlthand 18 ‘here, not unffer- tries tty into existence like magic, and 

h v? to evln COIXslder how far there is abundant work for the laborer, the 
“^■Present bridge can be made serviceable, arriaan, and everyone else, instead of money 
îïînio same sentiment which I have being hoarded in the hands of the few ; nor 

to .efÇ?8®’ and. which has will I suggest, because I do not believe it to 
thl Preve5**d the mention and even be the case, that the good sense of the com- 
the thought of conciliation ? Is not the munity fails to recognize obvious truths, 
reason j the true reason, why Point Ellice but everyone will agree that if we want peo- 
bridge is sot restored, that, if restored, it pie to come here, wnether he be the man of 
might be tantamount to an admission that wealth who keeps his carriage or one of the 
its original constructors, or the govern- more numerous members of society whose 
paen t under whose administration it was only carriage is his bicycle, we ought 
built, were free from blame, and that tin’s to make the place attractive. Here 
bndee which they put up was a suitable we are going to spend $150,000 or 
structure, and would have continued suit- $125,000 to build a bridge, which, if we 

years to c°me ff the city had done throw aside sentiment, and the insane idea 
its duty in properly repairing and strength- that thereby we are escaping some fancied
eaingn. Gentlemen, once more, let us | lesponsibility, or perhaps shouldering it on Subscribe for The Semi-Weekly Colonist

IN THE SWOLLEN RIMterest coercion is about to be pursued, and 
idea of conciliation, or of recompensing 

the éufferers in the slightest degree, never 
seems to have suggested itself at all in this 
case. Is this wise? And why is
it that a policy which humanity and 
feeling for the suffering of others 
should dictate, and having for its 
objects the relief of the wid 
and the orphan has never suggested itSdf?
I think I know the reason, although per­
haps it would not be universally admitted.
It is, I think, the fear that by admitting, or 
even entertaining for a moment the idea 
of compensating these unfortunates, some 
point in regard to responsibility would be 
given up; that the city, if it even breathes 
such an idea as settlement, would be 
acknowledging that they are to blame. 
Gentlemen, in view of the aspect of the 
subject which I endeavored in the first 
place to lay before you, is not this a false 
and unmanly way of looking 
As I pointed out to you. perhaps no one is 
particularly to blame, whereas, to speak in 
a general way, there are comparatively few, 
who, in the light of experience, may not 
reproach themselves. But reproach them­
selves with what? Not with criminal 
neglect or culpable negligence, but with 
want of a degree of forethought which we 
cannot help thinking might nave told us 
that that bridge was unsafe. Which of us, 
having been here since 1884, the year the 
bridge was built, constantly passing and 
repassing the bridge, will not say to him- 
himself, “ Why did i^ never occur to me 
that a bridge constructed only for ordinary 
traffic, must, unless materially strengthened 
break down after five or six years of tram­
way traffic which it was never intended 
for?”—“ I could see that it was never 
strenghtened by additional supports, and 
why did it never occur to me to sound a 
note ot warning?” We read daily letters 
in the newspapers upon every conceivable 
topic connected with real or imaginary 
misgovernment, but who ever read a line 
about the un safety of the Point Ellice 
bridge? No, the fact was its insecurity 
occurred to no ope, or if it did he kept his 
misgivings to himself. Everyone pre­
sumed it was;safe, and everyone was wrong. 
How then does it become anyone to heap 
reproach upon his neighbor? We are 
equally blameworthy, and companions in 
distress. Such is the infirmity of human 
judgment.

“ Let us pursue this subject farther, ‘ He 
gives twice who gives quickly.’ The winter 
■s upon us, and suffering hardship and 
want are in store for many, and particularly 
for those who have lost their breadwinners 
through the accident. We are about to ex­
pend—squander—$50,OOOin fruitless, pitiless 
itigation, which will not see its termination 
for years. Might not this money be put to 
a better purpose? But, I hear somebody 
say “ one suitor alone claims that sum, 
what can you do with $50,000?” Gentle­
men, it is one thing to sue for $50,000; an­
other thing to expect to get it; and 
tirely different thing again to succeed in 
recovering it. There are very few sujts of 
this kind, started for high figures, which 
cannot at the outset be settled for much 
less than a tithe of the claim. Among law- 
j ers, the amount of the claim in suits for 
damages, whether $5,000, $50,000, or $600,- 
000, is described as a “ mere flourish of the 
pleader’s pen.” A man commences a suit, 

the prospects of which are, to say the best, 
uueucuuraging, and, ot course, nis pl'eauer 
is going to set the highest possible fig 
upon his client’s chances of success. B 
the lawyer and his client know they have 
a bitter struggle before them, and if, as the 
result of years of litigation, they luckily 
come out successfully they certainly are not 
going to lose anything by not having 
claimed enough. But. suppose vou ap­
proach the litigant in the first place? He 
knows he has a corporation to tight which 
has plenty of money (for litigation at all 
events), while he has but little. The law 
in his.favor is by no means certain, how­
ever righteous his cause, and it will be 
years before he will see the end of it. Gen­
tlemen, my experience is (and I have bad 
some experience in damage cases), that the 
Corporation could compromise such an 
action practically on their own terms, pro­
vided those terms were in the least degree 
reasonable. Fifty thousand dollars would 
mean an average of nearly $1,000 for every 
victim. There are those who have lost 
brekdwinners, and for whom, I admit, 
$1,000 would not be reasonable compensa­
tion, butas I said before, the majority in that 
awful catastrophe were females and child­
ren, I do not for a moment minimize the 
sorrow and gloom of those who remain, 
or suggest that a father who has lost a 
child, or a husband a wi e, is nut equally 
entitled to compensation with the mother 
and child who have lost a father, 
widow her" husband, but what I mean is 
that, practically, cases where the bread­
winner is lost, demand a higher measure of 
compensation. In looking over tbe list of 
victims, there would appear to be less than 
twenty of such cases. You take the other 
instances, say the loss of a child, dear as 
that child is, the parents learn to bear with 
their sorrow, great as it is. Thev would 
shrink from detailing their affliction in a 
court* of justice. A hundred dollars, per­
haps, to erect a monument to mark the 
resting place of their little one, or, in some 
cases, a trifle more would he all the com­
pensation ever looked for. Probably a ma- 
lority of the cases are such as this and can 
be settled at insignificant cost Surely an 
effort at compromise should be made in­
stead of driving those who seek recompense 
to years of merciless litigation. By ap­
proaching these people with the olive 

j branch of conciliation, .1 venture to say 
that the $50,000 which you are going to 
spend in litigation will go a long, long way 
towards settling every claim. At all events 
the attempt is worth making; “without 
prejudice,” as the attorneys say, let us 
make the effort. The way in which to 
manage it will require a little consideration, 
but where there’s a will there's a way, and 
I am sure there need be no difficulty, and 
if as a result the council can get all claim­
ants to bind themselves to accept a sum 
which they feel justified in asking the rate­
payers to pay, a by-law can be submitted 
for that purpose, and would, 1 am sure, be 
cheerfully passed by the ratepayers. You 
might have an obstinate claimant or two, 
who would insist on going to law anyway, 
although I doubt if there would be any 
such, put it would be one thing to fight an 
unreasonable man of that kind, who had 
forfeited most of his claim to sympathy, 
and an entirely different matter to fight the 
whole body of sufferers backed bv the sym­
pathy of the world. The obstinate claim­
ant who had spurned reasonable offers of 
compensation would have little chance of 
recovering large damages from a jury, even 
if he surmounted the legal obstacles which 
would surround his case.

(From The Daily Colonist, Nov. 18.] THE CITY.thePOINT ELLICE BRIDGE. The funeral of the late Robert Russel 
Botbwelt took place yesterday afternoon 
Rev. Dr. Campbell officiating.

Mr,

Mr. William Thompson Drowned 
While Attempting to Ford 

Sooke River.
Three vagrants were in tbe ci tv po­

lice court yesterday released on their 
own recognizances for one week. In 
that time they are supposed to get 
of town, get work, or get ready for jail"

"Views of the Chief Justice Present­
ed to the Grand Jury 

Yesterday.

ow

Gr;out

His Faithful Dog Brings. Friends 
to the Scene of the 

Tragedy.

The St, Andrew’s and Caledonian 
Society have decided to hold their 
nual banquet this year at the Drinrd 
November 30, and expect it to be the 
greatest occasion of the kind in the 
records of the society. It is hoped that 
the Governor-General will be in Victoria 
at the time, and if so he will be the 
society’s guest at the dinner. The mem­
bers of the Behring Sea Commission will 
also be invited, so that the society look 
for quite an array of distinguished 
guests at their gathering.

He Thinks the Claims Should Be 
Settled by Conciliation Instead 

of Litigation.
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The first fatality incidental to the 
flooding of the Island rivers by the re­
cent rains was reported yesterday morn­
ing, Mr. Frank Buttomer having walk­
ed all the way from Sooke lake to the city 
to bring the sad news that Mr. William 
Thompson had been drowned Monday 
evening while attempting to ford Sooke 
river with his horse and wagon. Mr. 
Moses McGregor at once drove to the 
lake with Mrs. Thompson, and on their1 
return in the evening the report of the 
morning was found only too fully con­
firmed. , ,,

The buggy in which Mr. Thompson 
had left the city Monday morning, was 
found about 300 yards below the ford. 
There was no sign, however, of horse or 
driver, and the conclusion is reluctantly 
drawn that man and beast perished in 
the swollen waters. A party has been 
organized to search the banks of the 
river and to investigate underneath the 
jam of logs and debris that -has accumu­
lated not far below the ford, but up to 
the time Mr. McGregor left the lake last 
evening they had discovered nothing.

Mr. Thompson, who was in business 
as a grocer at the corner of View and 
Quadra streets, left here early on Mon-* 
day afternoon, with the intention of call­
ing on the caretaker of the Goldstream 
waterworks and afterwards visiting his 
■numerous friends at Sooke lake. He 
passed the Goldstream House at 3 o’clock 
or thereabouts, and spent a few minutes 
in conversation with Mr. Phair. That 
was the last seen of him.

Five or six hours later Mr. Haley, a 
resident on the west side of the river at 
the lower end of the lake—his place being 
about a mile off the trunk road—found 
Mr. Thompson’s dog scratching and 
whining at the door. He concluded that 
the dog’s master, a frequent and wel­
come visitor, was putting up his horse 
at the barn, but to his surprise found no 
one there.

The following are the remarks the 
Chief Justice had prepared to present to 
the grand jury before his physician had 
forbidden him to preside at the assizes 
Mr. Justice McColl read them, however, 
stating at the time that he did so on 
his own responsibility and not at 
the request of the Chief Justice:

“ Perhaps it will not be out of place to 
converse upon a few current topics, and, in 
the first place, I should like to say some­
thing on a subject which is a sad one with 
all of us. I do not refer to it for the pur­
pose of reviving sorrows which we could 
only wish, should pass into oblivion, but 
which can never be forgotten ; nor do I wish 
to dwell upon tbe question with a view of 
imputing blame to anyone, or of remind­
ing you of neglects or omissions traceable 
to some in general, or to others in particu­
lar, but for which perhaps the disaster 
might not have happened. I allude, of 
course, to the bridge disaster of the 26th of 
May last, as a result of which some fifty- 
six persons, mostly females and children, 
were hurried to their doom. Many were 
the imputations of neglect made at the time 
against those in authority, but to my mind 
whether blame to a greater or less extent is 
to be attached to oue or another is a mat­
ter of very little moment.

“ A previous grand jury adopted what 
I think was a very sensible course, 
of passing over the matter without 
imputing particular blame to anyone, and 
it is not my purpose to advise this Grand 
Jury to adopt a different course. Doubt­
less better judgment and foresight, as We 

now all see, might have averted the ac­
cident, but the same may be said of almost 
every disaster which appalls humanity. It 
is èasy to be wise after the event. For in­
stance, in a calamity following close after 
the bridge disaster, when some thousands 
of people, also pleasure seekers, at Moscow 
were trampled to death, there can be no 
doubt that neglect of due precaution was 
the immediate occasion, and that it might 
have been averted bad those whose special 
duty it was to preserve order been more on 
the alert. Still we do not find that the gov­
ernment visited the neglect ih that case up­
on any particular individuals or body of 
men. It was a public calamity, and whilst 
its occurrence might, and perhaps ought to 
have been foreseen and averted, human 
judgment and foresight are so lamentably 
defective that it becomes no one to be the 
hrst to cast a stone of reproach. So it is 
with the bridge disaster, whether in regard 
to the city council and its officers or the 
tramway company and its servants, oF the 
local government of ten or twelve years ago 
or with any other persons who might seem , 
to have been in a position çf control or 
authority which could have dictated better 
judgment. This is the charitable and ttie 
common sense way of looking at the mat­
ter, but it is not always the charitable and 
common sense phase of a question which 
first presents itself to the mind. If, with 
those disposed to criticise, more attention 
had been paid to this aspect of the matter, 
and less to the desire of shielding one’s self 
or one’s associates from blame, and im­
puting or fastening that blame on others, I 
am inclined to think that better and more 
comforting counsels might have pre­
vailed, and I am also disposed to 
think that if the charitable plan 
I have indicated be adopted for the future 
much good and the relief of much suffering 
may be accomplished in this city.

“ I do not propose, except ior one 
pose, to dwell upon the legal aspect of 
matter; that is to say, as to whether any 
individual or corporation may be liable in 
damages to the sufferers. That is a [deba­
table question-, which may and which 
threatens to be carried to the courts of last 
resort in the realm, and perhaps at the end 
of three or. foni* years of expensive litiga­
tion we may be able to say who is legally 
responsible and who is not. As regards the 
tramway company, it appears that the 
originators, the men who first put their 
money into the concern, utterly failed in 
that enterprise, and after first mortgaging 
it upon debentures had lost every dollar of 
their money and all interest in tne property 
long before the bridge disaster. The cred­
itors and debenture holders took posses­
sion, and then it appears that a new com­
pany, composed of European shareholders, 
bought the property from the debenture 
holders and took charge of the concern 
about three weeks before the accident. It 
is apparent, then, that whatever legal re 
sponsibility might attach to this new com­
pany, morally there wag little blame to be 
attributed to them for not having discov­
ered what ultimately proved to be a fatal 
defect in the roadway which they had pur­
chased in the best of faith. As regards the 
City Council, the case is somewhat diffe 
Whilst, as I have said, perhaps we cannot 
condemn the City Council particularly, or 
their officers, morally there can be no doubt 
that they, representing the city, ought "to 
be responsible to some extent for the suf­
fering which has occurred. This was a 
bridge which they had the management of 
for years. They are entrusted with the 
duty of looking after our highways 
bridges end other public matters ; they 
levy taxes upon the people for their repair 
and maintenance, end,, quite apart from 
legal questions, -the city should be 

„ * prepared to -make compensation to
those who having paid their taxes 
that the roadways and bridges may 

' be kept in suitable condition and repair, 
have met with injury owing to a- failure of 
the purposes for which the taxes have been 
contributed. The city government invite 
the public to use these highways, and 
ought morally to be held responsible that 
they are not mere pits and death traps. I 
do not lose sight of the fact that those who 
tail in their duty in this regard are subject 
to indictment for their neglect. J 
aware, however, that the question of the 

qS» legal liability of the corporation in dam- 
fcjgjp’ages is open to very serious doubt; bpt, as 
8T I said before, what may. be the view ulti- 
4 mately taken, in this particular case, no one 
«r can now say. We all knew that the friends 

of the victims are taking the cases into 
court, and we have also been informed that 
an order has been made staying the pro­
ceedings in all the actions except oiy. This 
order has been appealed again*, 
whether it will be upheld is open to 
tion. A score or so of actions against the 
city, to be taken from court to court, and 
to every available court in the kingdom, 
and both sides declaring that there shall 
be no peace until a result has been reached 
in the highest court of last resort,' which 

the judicial committee of Her 
Majesty’s Pnvy Council. What is going to 
be the expense and cost of this litigation, 
lasting, as it promises to do for the next 
two or three years? Will $25,000 pay the 
costs,—the bare legal expenses? 
think it will. Will $50,000 meet it? Well, 
that may be nearer the mark, but $50.000 is 
a large sum of money with which a great 
deal of good mav be accomplished That 

. the litigation will, even supposing the city 
to be ultimately successful, cost them 
that amount, there can, I think, be 
little doubt. We hear, or have heard, a 
good deal about coercion in these days, and 
about conciliation, but it seems to me that 
as regards the unfortunate sufferers from 
ibis bridge calamity, a policy of the bit-

at matters ?
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While out hunting with his 
Arthur at North Saanich on Monday, 
Mr. Vernon Lane, who was standing at 
the time on a ÿeep hillside cutting 
brush for a camp and throwing the 
boughs down to his son below, lost his 
footing and fell a distance of nearly 60 
feet, breaking his arm and injuring him­
self badly about the body and legs. He 
was brought into town by the 6 o’clock 
train and taken to his home at 53 Hill­
side avenue, where he was attended bv 
the family physician. Yesterday he 
reported to be progressing favorably 
towards recovery.

From the Yates street express stand 
yesterday the familiar face of John 
James Virtue was missing. The day be­
fore his work called him up North Park 
street. He was driving a truck at the 
time and in some peculiar way broke a 
blood vessel. Remaining in his seat 
until he reached home he bad to be 
helped into the house and put to bed. 
His weakness continued until 2:30 
o’clock yesterday afternoon when death 
overtook him. Mr. Virtue was a native 
of Fredericton, N.B., and leaves a family 
of two sons. H..e was 65 years of age.

Although vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic opened several days ago across the 
temporary bridge at Point Ellice, no car 
has as yet passed over the structure. 
The reason for the delay is said to be 
another little difference which has 
arisen between the city and the tram­
way company, the municijyl authori­
ties wanting the company to assume 
the responsibility of saying that the 
bridge is now safe for tramway traffic, 
and the.company holding that the city 
engineer should determine the point. 
Until a conclusion is reached upon the 
point, the service on the Esquimau 
route will be; First car at 6.35 a.m. 
and every twenty minutes thereafter 
until 10.35 p.m., and will leave Esqui­
mau for the city as follows : first car at 
7 a.m., and cars thereafter every twenty 
minutes until 11 p.m.

The concert and organ recital by Mr.
G. J. Burnett, assisted by Miss Marrack, 
Miss Duffle, Mr. Clement Rowlands and 
Mr. Herbert Kent, drew together on- of 
the largest audiences last night that 
ever filled St. Andrew’s church. Mr. 
Burnett, on whom fell the larger share 
of the programme, made atnost favorable 
impression and highly delighted those 
who heard him, though he apparently 
was laboring under difficulties owing to 
imperfections in the organ which kept 
his attention to the instrument apart 
from the rendition of the differentpieces. 
This was specially noticeable during the 
rapid passages and very soft effects when 
purity of tone alone is the only requisite. 
The programme has already been pub­
lished. Of the vocalists, Miss Duffie in 
her singing of “ Sion ” was very pleas­
ing, and Miss Marrack’s delightful voice 
was especially worthy of admiration. 
Mr. Clement Rowlands had one of hie 
best solos in “ There is a Green Field” 
(Gounod), and Mr. Herbert Kent’s “ Un­
seen Kingdom,” was given in his usual 
finished style. Altogether the concert 
was very successful and Mr. Burnett’s 
next recital will be looked forward to 
with pleasant anticipation.

AN IMPORTANT STRIKE.

Rossland, Nov. 12.—(Special)—C. J. 
McCuaig, broker, of Montreal, who has 
been in Rossland for the past two weeks, 
has purchased a two-thirds interest in 
the Coxey for $2,500. The Ooxey lies on 
the west slope of Red Mountain, Oppo­
site the Jumbo, and has a strong vein of 
high grade copper ore running through 
the property.

The St. Paul company has made an 
important strike. Two feet of clear 
has been opened up on the grade of the . 
Red Mountain railway. A tunnel on the 
vein has begun, and big developments 
are expected.

N. Clarke Wallace was tendered a 
banquet here last night, at which a num­
ber of visitors to Rossland were present, 
among the more prominent being T; G. 
Blackstock and H. Hirschel Cohen, of 
Johannesburg and London. Respond­
ing to a toast, Mr. Wallace said he c 
sidered tlje future of Kootenay wad 
sured, and that Rossland was and would 
remain its metropolis. Mr. Hirschel 
Cohen advocated the organization of a 
chamber of mines, on the same lines as 
the famous one at Johannesburg. Mr. 
Blackstock said the great need of 
the country was cheap transportation, 
and he advocated the control of freight 
and passenger rates by the government.

He also drew attention to the 
way in which much of the pub­
lic domain which had any value had 
been handed over to railroads as sub­
sidies.

J. T. McLaughlin, of Toronto, has ac­
quired a controlling interest in the Spo­
kane & Columbia Telephone & Tele­
graph Company, which was chartered 
last winter by the Dominion Parliament 
and the State Legislature of Washing­
ton. He will at once begin the construc­
tion of a telephone line from Rossland 
to Northport. Work on the' line from 
Spokane to Northport is already under 
way. The line will also be extended 
to Trail and Marcus, Washington, to 
Grand Forks and other towns in the 
Kettle river country in British Colum­
bia.
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landing, Captain Archibald, R. N. R., 
of the R.M.S. Empress of China, drop­
ped anchor off the entrance to the har-

can

an en-

L; The dog, a handsome Irish setter^ all 
the while was manifesting great anxiety, 
running in the direction of the river as 
soon as he saw that he had interested 
Mr. Halev,. The latter soon realized 

something was amiss, and 
getting into his boat crossed the 
river to the main wagon road. This he 
followed down until he struck the branch 
road leading to his 'own farm. Plainly 
marked in the three inches of snow that 
had fallen daring the day were tbe 
tracks of a horse and the wheelmarks of 
a light vehicle. He followed them to the 
water and |j»und that they led right into 
the streamy at a point #here ordinarily 
there is a safe fora but where since last 
week’s rain there is a foaming torrent 75 
to 80 feet wide and fully seven feet deep, 
littered with drift of every size and kind. 
There was until a year or so ago a bridge 
at this point but it was carried away by 
high water and has never been replaced.

Mr. Phair says that Mr. Thompson 
and no one else passed on the road Mon­
day afternoon, and it is now a practical 
certainty that he lost his life while at­
tempting the ford that had always be­
fore been to him the last stage of a 
pleasant drive tp the home of a friend.
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Sealing Owners fa Victoria En­
deavor to Form an Associa­

tion for Mutual Benefit.

They Hope by Concerted Action to 
Make the Business More Uni­

formly Profitable.

A meeting for the purpose of discuss­
ing the formation of a co-operative seal­
ers’ association was held yesterday af­
ternoon in the Board of Trade rooms, 
Mr. Seabrook, of Messrs. R. P. Rithet 
& Co., in the chair, and quite a number 
of the owners of schooners oeing present. 
The object in forming the association is 
fqf carrying on the sealing business in a 
systematic and uniform manner, more 
economical than by present methods in 
handling and marketing the catch. As 
set forth in a printed circular which was 
distributed to those present, the object 
is to bring about uniform methods in 
manning the vessels, paying a fair scale 
of wages, appointing à central agent 
through whom the catch will be 
shipped to market, co-operating in out­
fitting and providing for an equitable 
division of profits. It is not proposed, 
however, to interfere with the individual 
ownership of.vessels, the owners simply 
acting together harmoniously for the 
common benefit, so that as far as possi­
ble the business may be made profitable 
to those engaged in it. As a suggestion 
the memorandum had the following 
scale of wages : Indian canoes, bonus to 
each, $10; payment per skin, $2.50; ad- 
vauce in supplies, $20; white hunters, 
one-fifth lay ; pullers and steerers, 75 
cents per skin on the catch of their boat.

All that was done at the meeting was 
to come to an understanding that it 
would be advisable to form a co-opera­
tive association, neither scale of wages 
nor other details being decided. Another 
meeting is to be held on Thursday after­
noon, when further steps will be taken 
towards deciding on a basis of agreement 
ior the formation of the associât ion.

rent ore

FLOODS IN WASHINGTON.

Seattle, Nov. 17.—The C. P. R. is the 
only road moving thus far, but it is 
claimed that the Great Northern will

* one

push its coast line train to-morrow morn­
ing, and railroad men say the Northern 
Pacific overland will probably be in to­
morrow night, but it is hardly possible. 
The rivers are still very much swollen. 
The steamer City of Champaigne came 
down the Skagit river .last night 
from Mount Vernon apd arrived 
to-day. The captain _ reports that 
during the night he was forced 
by the current over the dyke and went 
floating over a delta rancher’s farm. 
Tne steamer was gotten back amid the 
drift in the stream and again reached 
the Sound without mishaps. The news 
reached Seattle to-day of the drowning 
ât North Yakima of Martin Fielstead 
and William Davidson in the Yakima 
river. The men were attempting to 
save two companions when they lost 
their lives. The storm has reached its 
limits and the waters are at a standstill.

Tacoma, Nov. 17.—This town is still 
isolated from the world as far as railway 
traffic is concerned. Up to noon to-dav 
not a train had left or arrived. An at­
tempt to get passengers through to Port­
land was abandoned last night when the 
-train which left Tacoma yesterday re­
turned. The washout at Lockport pre­
vented even a transfer, and other wash­
outs further down the line do net 
permit trains from Portland to 
reaeh that place. The White River 
bridge on the Seattle branch is still 
down and nq,taupe are running on that 
line. All .travel wUh.this city is carried 
on by Sonnd steamers. On the line to 
the east eevenal 
mountains preve
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CONSOLIDATED RAILWAY CO.I do not
is carried 

On the line to 
washouts east of the 
nt the trains running. 

3 he crews are at work continually and

Vancouver, Nov#17.-HSpecial)—The 
Victoria property of the Consolidated 
Railway Co. was put up at auction at 
Hooper s auction room to-day, but no

%

CASTORIAx uu uiuttd aio au wur«L uonunuauy an 
with cooler weather and subsiding flood i. 
the promise is held out that traffic will 
be resumed to-night. No overland mail 
has arrived for three days.

sale was effected.

Quebec, Nov. 16—T. Berthaiume, pro­
prietor of La Presse, Montreal, and J. 
D. Rolland, paper manufacturer, 
have been appointed Legislative Coun­
cillors.
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