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[From THE DAILY COLONIST, June 9.]

THE BRIDGE INQUIRY.

Mr. Bell Likely to Differ With the
Other Experts in His
Figures.

'
An Adjournment Till Thursday to
Enable Further Examination
of the Structure.

The inquiry into the cingumstances
incident to the disaster at Point Ellice
bridge was continued yesterday and late
in the afternoon was adjourned over
until Thursday morning as Mr, Bell, one
of the expert witnesses, has not had
time yet to check up his figures and to
make as thorough an examination of the
structure as he would like.

William Rockett on being recalled
stated that he had made a further ex-
amination of the kbridge and found that
the floor beam in which was the broken
hanger had been bored with an inch and
a half augur, while the hangeritself was
an inch and a.quarter square iron with a
diagonal diameter of one and three-
quarter inches. The hanger seemed to

be somewhat bruised on the top, but |

whether it had been sledged todrive the
iron into the hole he could not say. He
could not find a knot at the break in the
brashy track stringer.

A. E. Wilmot, city engineer, re-called,
remembered the floor beam being re-
placed by Clark after the accident in
1892; he had a memorandum in his
diary showing that Clark was engaged,
but could not say whether it was Mr.
Styles or himself personally who en-
gaged him. The annual report of Mr.
Cox last year as to Point Ellice bridge
being in good condition was simply ap-
pended to the report of witness, who did
not consider himself responsible for it;
he did not think that it was the break-
ing of the stringer that had caused the
accident, for if everything else was
sound he did not believe it K would have
broken first. Witness had ordered the
inspection of the bridges in October last.
Since he had been city engineer he had
never considered it his duty to examine
a bridge, as that was the duty of the
city carpenter; he had, however, exam-
ined the bridges superficially some-
times.

A.J. Smith, builder, was an alderman
in 1891; the tramway company then
asked permission to run their cars across
Point Ellice bridge, and Mr. Leech, city
engineer, was instructed to make an in-
spection; Mr. Leech, he believed, sent
in a favorable report ; witness was chair-
man of the streets committee and was
not satisfied with the report and he and
Mr. Holland plumbed the bridge and
found it had a list of seven inches up
stream ; this was reported to the council
by him in open session, but whether in
writing or not he did not remember; his
report was in effect that the bridge was
not safe for tramway traffic and he re-
commended another inspection by the
city engineer; he remémbered one alder-
man at least ‘‘ pooh-poohed” the idea
ol nis setting up a contrary opinion to
the engineer’s, and Mr. Leech’s report
was adopted and the tramway company
allowed to run their cars on the bridge;

- the pier on the north side of the Esqui-
malt end of the span that wentdown had
a list of 14 inches; that report he made
in 1891; he believed Joshua Hoiland,
who was also a member of the streets
committee, had agreed with him in re-
gard to the bridge; witness considered
that Mr. Leech had not made a proper
inspection of the bridge, and for that
reason he made his own inspection; in
1891 it was the duty of the city engineer
to make an inspection of all the bridges
and report to the council through the
streets committee; his remembrance
was that cars were not running over the
bridge when he made his examination.

Joshua Holland was an alderman and
a member of the streets committee in
1891; the streets committee then had
doubts as to the stability of the Point
Ellice bridge for tramway traffic, and
an examination was made by the chair-
man, as stated by the last witness. He
could not remember whether the city
engineer’s report was made prior to or
after that; witness always had a doubt
as to whether the bridge was strong en-
ough for tramway traffic.

T. West, recalled, stated that his opin-
ion as to the way the bridge fell agreed
in the main with that of Mr. Lock-
wood.

H. Croft, who was appointed joint re-
ceiver of the old tramway company
with Mr. McKilligan, in June last, had
never expressed any opinion as to the
safety of the James Bay bridge while he
wag connected with the tramway to Mr,
McKilligan or to anyone else, although
five or six years ago he had casually
mentioned to Mr. Gore that the bridge
seemed to him rather light. He had
not examined the bridge, however, and
never for a moment thought that the
bridge was dangerous.

W. J. Dowler, city clerk, was next
called, for the purpose of producing min-
utes of the city council that might havea
bearing on the Point Ellice bridge. On
June 3, 1891, the street committee re-
ported Mr. West’s letter of complaint
of May 31, 1891, already referred to. Mr.
West’s letter stated that the vibration
of the bridge was very bad, and the
centre spans were leaning up the Gorge;
the streets committee reported that they
would look into the matter, and on
August 19, 1891, the committee compos-
ed of Ald. Smith, Holland and Richards
reported that “ Your committee having
instructed the city surveyor to examine
Point Ellice bridge beg to report that
one of the centre piers (that nearest the
harbor) deflects from the plumb line by
about 5 inches in 15 feet; all the other
piers are vertical. The city surveyor is
of epinion that the pier above mention-
ed must have been built originally in
that position as the superstructure of
the bridge is vertical.” = This report was
adopted ; the minntes did not show any
dissentient voice, but there might have
})een without the names being called

or.

H. P. Bell, civil engineer, had examin-
ed Point Ellice bridge and found the
strain sheets correct for the assump-
tions made at the time they were adopt-
ed. The bridge, however, as actually
constructed was not according to the
weights assumed; this would make a
very important difference in the carry-
ing capacity of the bridge, and by his
ngures it was, he believed, about 50 per
cent; the assumed dead load was 600
lbs. per foot while the actual weight was

895 lbs. per foot. Thus the material
on the bridge being about 300 pounds
per foot more than the assumed weight,
the actual carrying capacity would be
just so much less. He had not had time.
however, yet to check his figures, and
did not wish to swear to them until he
had.” He had not seen the specifications
and could not say whether the bridge
was built according to the specifications
or not.

A discussion arose as to whether the
examination of Mr. Bell should be con-
tinued or whether an adjournment
should be taken to give him time to con-
firmy his calculations.

Deputy Attorney General Smith ex-
plained that he had received a telegram
irom Mr. Lockwood stating that his fig-
ures given in evidence had been calcu-
lated on the actual weight of the bridge.

Mr, Bell, on being further questioned,
stated that he had found one of the hip
verticals which was broken, flawed, and
the iron in it not of good quality. There
were further points he would like to
look up.

After Mr. Thos. Shaw, of the Albion
Iron Works, had been examined to show
that theload taken over the bridge when
repairs to the Amphion were in pro-
gress weighed about nine tons, exclusive
of dray and horses, an adjournment was
taken till Thursday morning at 9 o’clock.
The jury made another trip to the
wreckage vesterday to refresh their
minds on the appearance of some of the
metal and timber.

MAKING OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Going on at a Very Rapid Rate—How the
Dominion Government Has Assisted.

[From the Mail and Empire.]

British Columbia has its Uitlanders, a
considerable and increasing body of gold
hunters, who for the last two years have
been thronging into the heart of the
Kootenay district from the United States.
The provincial government has not made
the mistake committed “by the Volks-
raad of the Transvaal, however—that is,
it has not loaded the new-comers with
taxes. It has enacted a new min-
ing law, mnot wunlike that in force
in Ontario, and, though received with
some murmurs of dissatisfactiog by
the mining interests, it seems to be easy
enough on those interests.

From the time the first prospectors
and diggers struck the trails of the
Kootenay the work of development has
gene steadily on. Perhaps not many of
them have turned up a tortune with
their picks, but by their united labor
they have added greatly to the wealth of
British Columbia, and materially to that
of the whole country. They have made
great changes in the solitude they found
there. 1In a little over six months Ross-
land, starting from nothing, sprang in-
to a town of 3,000 people. On August 1,
it became a port of entry, and in the fol-
lowing four months its imports amount-
ed to $294,021 and its exports to $619,023.
These figures as to population and trade
are a considerable advance for a few
short months, starting from nothing.
Most of the exports consisted of the ore
of the War Eagle and Le Roi mines.

But though this town of the Trail
Creek region has made great progress it
is not the only part of the Kootenay that
has moved. From Slocan, by way of
Kaslo, and by way of Nakusp, great
quantities of silver lead ores have been
shipped, while the smelters of Nelson,
Pilot Bay and Trail Creek are producing
large quantities of matte and bullion.
These smelters add enormously to the
benefit the province derives from its
mining industry. It is only a few months
since they were erected. Had it not
been for the action of the Dominion gov-
ernment in granting a bounty on all
ore smelted in the country, it is prob-
able all our ore would still have been ex-
ported to the United Siates to afford
employment to labor engaged in the re-
duction works of Everett, Pueblo, etc.,
instead of to people in Canada. Most of
the labor engaged in the Nelson, Pilot
Bay and Trail Creek works may come
from the United States, but it adds to
our population and wealth, and to the
home market for foodstuffs.

Since the beginning of the year there
have been 23,000 tons of silver-lead ore
treated in Kootenay, and 7,000 tons ex-
ported for treatment. To this is to be
added 3,000 tons of gold ore shipped
from Trail Creek. Camps are scattered
all over the Kootenay country, some of
them already promising to be the nuclei
of considerabdle towns. Capital has free-
ly assisted labor, and, like it, comes for
the most part from the United States.
But British investors are now taking a
keen interest in the mines. Since last
midsummer several have visited the
country in person, syndicates have sent
over mining experts to report on the
prospects, and London financial houses
are handling some of the best proper-
ties. It Old Country investors put their
hand to this mining enterprise there will
be a rapid transformation in that corner
of British Columbia.

There are already above a hundred
mining companies registered in the pro-
vince, many of them American, a few
Canadian, and some British. Their
stocks are listed on the Exchanges of the
chief cities of the Province. The mak-
ing of British Columbia is undoubtedly
going on at a very rapid rate. Its new
and industrious population contributes
very greatly to the demand for' food
stuffs produced by our farmers, and for
the manufactured goods produced by
our skilied workmen. A hundred times
as many men could easily find employ-
ment upon the ore of that rich region,
and doubtless immigrants will continue
to swarm into it. Is the trade of these
developers of our mineral wealth in
British Columbia to be switched off
from our own agricultural and manufac-
turing industries, and connected with
those of the United States? If Mr.
Laurier has his way to effect that junc-
tion of “‘ natural markets’ his party is
so fond of; that change will be made.

R ]

At 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon the
steamer Maude, Capt. Roberts, got home
from one of her regular coast trips, bring-
ing among her passengers a number of In-
dians engaged by Victoria sealers for their
Behring sea expeditions. Her cabin pas-
senger list includes the following: Thomas
Hooperand D. Anderson, from. Nootka;
Mrs. Vincent and child, from Clayoquot;
Mrs. Ladd and J. C. Anderson, from An-
derson’s camp off Westconsin: and
J. Geddes and others, from San
Juan. The Maude reports the
trouble with the Killismat Indians which
occurred from a number of that tribe resist-
ing arrest by Constable Spain to be at an
end, two or three of the leading ones in the
rumLIms having been arrested and heavily
fined. When the Maude left Nootka the
new cannery there was all in readiness for
canning, and it was expected active oper-
ations will commence on July 1. Salmon
are now running a little, while seals are be-
iing caught in large numbers by Indians off
"the coast.

METCHONIN THE SCENE

Of the Opposition Candidates’ Sat-
urday Efforts—More Hostility
to the Steamers.

A Resident Refused Permission to
Speak and Insulted
Without Cause.

Metchosin was on Saturday the scene
of operations of the ¢ candidate, in the
interest of the Opposition party,”” for so
Messrs. Templeman and Milne still de-
scribe themselves, although they have
distinctly refused to accept the policy of
the leader of the opposition on what
they describe as the chief issue of the
campaign. There were present at the
meeting several sympathizers from the
city, including Messrs. Frank G. Rich-
ards, Archer Martin, Geo. J. Cook and
W. J. Ledingham. The meeting was
held at the Agricultural hall, where Rev.

Mr. Ellison took the chair after having
been furnished with a programme read-
ing:

Mr. Templeman.

Dr. Milne,

One Conservative speaker.

Mr. Archer Martin to close the debate.

The wording of the programme is of
interest in connection with an incident
which occurred towards the close. Mr.
Templeman on the trade question re-
peated his former address. As to the
trade policy, he again admitted that the
National Policy tariff has benefited the
farmers of this district, but he
endeavored to show that an
injustice had  been  done them
in that, as he alleged, the protection to
agricultural products has been less than
that to manufactures. His latest idea
of what the tariff ought to be was given
in the statement thatif elected he would
favor a readjustment £0 as to ake it
apply equally to manufactures and agri-
cultural products—‘‘say a uniform tarift
of 25 per cent.”” He would also be in
favor of preferential trade between the
colonies of the Empire, and he criticised
Sir Charles Tupper for having, as Mr.
Templeman said, endeavored *‘to make
the preferential trade cry one peculiarly
his own.”’

As to the British Pacific, Mr. Temple-
man used milder language than at the
other meetings, ‘¢ very unfair” being
now his description of Col. Prior’s state-
ment to the Board of Trade that a grant
for that road would have been asked
from the House of Commons at the re-
cent sesgion but for the obstruction of
the opposition party; and Mr. Ker re-
ceived some not flattering attention be-
cause on Friday night he had declined
to read a confidential letter from Mr.
Rithet on this subject. An evidence of
how sadly lacking he was of material
wherewith to attack Col. Prior in Met-
chosin, was furnished when Mr. Tem-
pleman repeated his alleged grievance
about the proposition to allow the
residents in sub-divisions Nos. 10 and
11 to. have polling places
to their homes, and again describing the
bill as a ‘‘ gerrymander ’’ he invited Mr.
Potts, the secretary of the Liberal Con-
servative Association, to say what he
could on this subject—for Mr. Temple-
man had no doubt that Mr. Potts had
had something to do with ‘ arranging
the gerrymander.”’

While Mr. Templeman told the Met-
chosin people so much about subdivi-
sions Nos. 10 and 11, with which they
are not particularly concerned, by a
singular omission he did not refer to the
argument used by his friend Mr. Martin
that the polling station at Metchosin
(No 12) should be interfered with. Mr.
Martin, it must be remembered, inter-
fered in this matter at the request of Mr.
Templeman, and this is what he said in
the House of Commons:

It appears to me that if the hon. gentle-
man 18 going to patch up his polling divi-
sions, he could not do better than improve
No. 10. Why does he select No. 11? }I)f his
reason is that there are too many voters
there, why does he not rearrange” No. 12
where - there are too few voters? One
reason, no doubt, is that he got
nearly all the votes in that polling
subdivision—thirty against three cast
on the other side. He cowes here and asks
Parliament to take up itstime when it has
other very important business before it, to
gerrymander the polling subdivisions of
Victoria, but he leaves No. 12 untouched.
* + + + + InNo. 10 there were 364 votes
polled; in No. 11, which the hon. gentle-
man proposes to gerrymander, there were
298 votes polled; in No. 12 there were only
thirty-three votes polled. Now, if the hon.
gentleman proposed take 11 and 12 and
put them together, he would have in the
twoplaces 331 votes. That would not be
too many to have in two polling divisions:
it would not be exceeding the limits to
have 331 votes divided into two polling
places. Why should Canada pay out, for
the purpose of giving the hon. gentleman’s
constituents a chance to vote for him, the
expenditure for establishing six polling di-
visions where two only are necessary ?

It may be mentioned that Mr. Potts
had gone to Metchosin on Saturday, ac-
companied by Mr. Geo. Bushby and Mr.
H. H. Macdonald, to make arrangements
for the meeting to be held by Messrs.
Prior and Earle on Friday next, and
though they attended the opposition
meeting they did not go with any
thought or intention of speaking. But
Mr. Potts, having been directly chal-
lenged by Mr. Templeman, rose in re-
sponse as soon as that gentleman took
his seat. Mr. Templeman, however, at
once objected that by the programme
Dr. Milne was to speak next, and he
called upon the chairman to carry out
this arrangement. The chairman did so.

Dr. Milne accordingly took the plat-
form, dealing with the school question
first, to the same effect as his colleague
(but like him carefully refraining from
mentioning that the government justify
the remedial bill on the ground that it
is carrying out a bargain solemunly en-
tered into at confederation—the advisa-

bility or otherwise of having separate
schools therefore, not entering into the
question). He again attacked the Aus-
tralian steamship subsidies, because he
says they enable “‘cheap mutton, cheap
butter and cheap everything else to
compete with our farmers.”’” (This mut- [
ton and butter has to be carried 7,000
miles and pay the protective duty before
coming into Canada, so that the risk the
Doctor fores-es is not very imminent.)

neaier

were interrupted by the timely question
from Mr. Fred. Argyle;

‘““Do these Australian boats go back
in ballast?”’

For answer Dr. Milne argued that the
steamers had taken no natural farm
products from this country, and there-
fore are no advantage to the farmers.
(British Columbia not rai~ing sufficient
agricultural products to supply her own
cities, of course could not send any across
the Pacitic.)

Mr. Argyle reminded the Doctor that
the steamers take out other things, in-
cluding a great deal of machinery made
in Canada.

Proceeding to deal briefly with the
British Pacific matter, Dr. Milne told
how from the first he had been a friend
of that enterprise, and—bordering on
romance—how at the provincial gen-
eral election the people of Victoria were
¢ foolish enough to elect a man who re-
cently has gone back on the project at-
together.”

Mr. Potts was then called upon by the
chairman, and came forward in re-
sponee. He made a full and clear ex-
planation of the voters’ list matter,
showing th:t the Conservative Associ-
ation and Col. Prior had but the one ob-
ject in view—to make the voting easier
for electors living far from town. The bill
did not provide for adding to or taking
away a single name from the voters’
list, and if Mr. Templeman thought it
would have that effect, all he had to do
was to mention his belief, so that any
defect in the bill could be amended.
Mr. Potts also dealt briefly with the ar-
guments of Mr. Templeman and Dr.
Milpe on othersubjects. As he concluded
Mr. Templeman asked him as secretary
of the Conservative association, to state
whether or not opposition speakers
would be given an opportunity to ad-
dress the meeting called by Col. Prior
and Mr. Earle, and Mr. Potts replied
that so far as he counld say they would
not be invited.

Mr. Frank Richards here rose from
the audience and held up what he said
was a map showing the way in which it
had been proposed to cut up all the divi-
sions, and also a type-written document
in’ the same connection. If these are
what they purport to be, it would be in-
teresting to know how Mr. Richards
secured them, and if the paragraph in
the opposition candidates’ address about
‘“ the debasement of Canadian political
life ”” applies to this transaction? The
map and documents are in themselves
of no importance. They represent mere-
ly one suggested plan of re-division
which on consideration was not adopted.

Mr. A. Martin was the next speaker:
His address was in matter and manner
of the usual type, affording nearly an
hour’s relaxation. One characteristic
incident occurred when he invited any
person benefited by the National Policy
to stand up. A respected resident of the
district did stand up, only to be insulted
by Mr. Martin who, when his victint at-
tempted to tell in specific terms why he
rose, stopped him, saying: I have the
floor, I have the floor; I don’t want you
to say anything; I only wished to see
you; you are a curiosity.”’

When this gentleman went forward to
ask to be permitted to address the meet-
ing, Mr. Templeman refused to allow
him to be heard, on the plea that oppo-
sition speakers are not to be invited to
the government meeting, and that while
he (Mr. Templeman) had made provision
for one Conservative speaker, *‘that
young man from the city ”’ (Mr. Potts)
bad intruded himself! And when Mr.
Hayward—the resident referred to—
persisted that he ought to be allowed to
say afew words under the circumstances,
Mr. Templeman denounced his attempt
to speak at this time as ‘‘ most un-Brit-
ish,”” and a ‘‘cowardly, contemptible
Americanism.”’

Then he called for a vote of thanks to
the chairman which was cordially given.
Mr. Martin asked cheers for the Queen,
and then —this time surely in a state of
excitement ‘‘ Three cheers for Prior ’—
(No mistake ‘‘ Prior’’ he said), and im-
mediately a hearty cheer went up, to
Mr. Martin’s evident discomfiture.
When this was over he proposed and
gave himself what he had intended to
call for before—cheers for the opposition
candidates.

SHIPS AND SHIPPING.

Reports received by cable concerning
the luck of the Victoria sealers on the
Japanese side indicate so far a smaller
catch this year than last. In advices to
Messrs. R. P. Rithet & Co. yesterday,
the following arrivals at Hakodate were
mentioned: Umbrina, with 740 skins;
Allie I. Algar, 700; Fortuna, 477; and
Aurora, 325. Capt. J. G. Cox, of E. B.
Marvin & Co., in a cablegram to that
firm reported the Triumph, with a catch
of 500 skins, as having arrived at Hako-
date. Although actual work will not
begin for nearly two months, nearly all
the sealers now in port are actively pre-
paring for their Behring sea expedi-
tions, and this week will see several
away. The first to clear have been the
South Bend, Osprey and Selma. These
go direct to the Coast for their Indian
crews, sailing North afterwards. Capt.
C. F. Dillon, who has commanded the
South Bend for several seasons, leaves
again in charge of the vessel, carrying
with him four white men, intending to
complete his crew with ten Indians. J.
G. Fulton, the owner of the Osprey, is
also master of that craft, and his white
crew numbers six, while the schooner
will equip with twice the number of na-
tive hunters as the South Bend. The
Shelby, which was re-christened the
Selma this year, will be in Capt. Mohr-
house’s command this year. The Bos-
cowitz flect of schooners shifted from
the upper harbor to James Bay yester-
day, where they will outfit for theit
cruises.

The Keewatin Milling Company of
Manitoba have jnst contracted with the
Canadian-Australian Steamship Com-
pany to carry 900 tons of flour and wheat
cach trip for the nexr three boats to A ne-
tralia and Suva. The veports of this
trade show a steady and warked increase
in the demand for the Canadian product
and so great are the exports that it is

almost impossible ‘to get freighit space
on the steamers without booking it sev-
eral trips ahead. The Canadian
flour made from the famous- hard
wheat of Manitoba, is steadily gaining
favor in the markets of the southein
colonies. One of the chief reasons of
this is that flour made from hard wheat
is very much stronger than that which
has heretofore been  used in Australia
and Suva, and can be sold in the mar-
ket even at 75 cents to $1 a barrel higher
price than soft wheat flour. At the in-
creased price it 18 found more protitable
and economical, and hence its popular-

Some further remarks on the subject'ity is growing.

A SPLENDID OPENING

Messrs. Prior and Earle at Cedar
Hill for the First Meeting
of Their Series.

British Pacific and Other Opposition
Cries Dealt With by the
Candidaies.

The first meeting of the long series to
be held by Hon. E. G. Prior and Mr.
Thomas Earle between now and polling
day took place on Monday at St. Luke’s
hall, Cedar Hill, and froin their stand-
point it was a most satisfactory affair.
The best of good feeling prevailed
throughout, and the Interruptions re-

corded were made and dealt with in the !

most friendly spirit.

Mr. Frank Sere was unanimously call-
ed to the chair, and having spoken with
gratification- of the large attendance,
said this was as it ought to be, since the
farmers’ interests are go largely at stake
in this contest.

Hon. E. G. Prior being called as the
first speaker took the platform aiidst
applause. He said Mr., Earle and he had
| been before the electcrs long enough for
it to be known what their policy is with-
out the issue of any address—such as the
opposition candidates have been calling
for—especially as they are thoroughly in
accord with the principles laid down in
Sir Charles Tupper’s manifesto. There
the policy of the Conservative party from
the time of Ccnfederation is ably put
forward. The first plank was the con-
solidation of the Dominion, bringing to-
gether the theretofore separated prov-
inces into one family. He eulogized the
Fathers of Confederation—giants in
those days who did giants’ work in con-
solidating the several parts after mutual
concessions on all sides. 71he Liberal-
Conservative party then had and still
have the strongest faith ia the country.
The Liberal party includes now the only

eration—these being Messrs. Fielding
and Longley, who about 1885 tried to
convince the people of the Maritime
Provinces that it was to their interest to
leave the confederation. but happily did
not succeed. He referred to some of the
great works of the Liberal-Conservative
party, including the building of the Ca-
nadian Pacific railway; the canals that
are the wonder of the continent. Six-
teen thousand miles of railroad, he
showed, are now in operation in this
Dominion, brought about by the in-
domitable courage of the Conservative
governments. The third plank in the
platform is the ‘development of the
natural resources, in the hope that this
country may be built up as Great Bri-
tain and the United States have been.
A tariff that has not been unduly protec-
tive but sufficient to keep out the over-
plus of other countries, has accomplish-
ed much in this direction ; one hundred
thousand farmers in 1878 petitioned ior
such protection, and a large delegation
of manufacturers similarly petitioned
Mr. Mackenzie’s government. Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright gave the farmers thelhis-
torical answer, ‘‘ Go home and work
harder, and live more frugally.”” That
was the only answer, except that the
government said that they were only
flies on the wheel which was going
round with them while they could not
helpit. He believed, firmly and sincerely
in the National Policy, as he felt the
muajority of those present at this meet-
ing believe. (Applause.) He read the
statistics showing the marvellousgrowth
of industrial establishments under that
policy. He heard the question asked
by the opposition, ‘‘Has the National
Policy made you rich?”’—an absurd
question to ask the average man, he
contended, whether about protection or
free trade; but he preferred the ques-
tion, ‘“ Has the National Policy given
you work ?’’ and he read the evidence to
show how it has given work. The last
instance to hand is the manufacture of
Cleveland bicycles in Toronto, giving
employment to 585 persons who would
not have had this work if the Cleveland
people had been permitted to bring their
wheels made in the States into Canada
without payment of duty. These work-
men, of course, have to be fed with the
produce of Canadian farmers; as one of
the most striking instances of how pro-
tection bhad benefited the farmer he
mentioned the remarkable growth of the
hog-raising industry.

The fourth plank of the Liberal-Con-
servative party is the steamship sub-
sidies to give facilities on the Atlantic
and on the Pacific for the transport of
the produce ot this country to the mar-
kets abroad, making a line of comwmuni-
cation from Europe to Australia, to
China and Japan and the rest of Asia.
He did not think there was a single
man in the room who would uphold the
Liberals in the course they have taken
of opposing these subsidies whenever
they have come before the House of
Commons. (Applause.)

The next plank in the platform is pre-
ferential trade between Great Britain
and her colonies, which can supply to
her all the needs of her teeming popu-
lation and make her thoroughly inde-
pendent of every other country in the
world. (Applause.) Such a tariff as
had been proposed could, he felt con-
fident, be put into effect so as to leave
her thus.thoroughly independent, and
he believed that it is to Great Britain
that Canada must look for her market
rather than to the United States, wHich
produce the same articles as this Do-
minion does. He looked forward with
confidence to a conference on this sub-
ject to be arranged by the Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain, one of the greatest men in
the world to-day (applause); and a sig-
nificant fact in this connection is the
offer made to the Cobden Club bv Lord
Masham of a handsome wager to prove
that protection would be a good thing
for England at thie time. He felt that
the moulders and iron workers in Eng-
land are on the eve of demanding pro-
tection against the competition of the
Belgian and Alabama iron workers. To
see that the Empire is consolidated and
that we supply ouy own people in place
ot letting strangers supply them is a
grand work, and work for men.

He could show that it had been the
olicy of the Liberal-Conservative party to
ook after the interests of the farmer, and !

of what they have accomplished he gave an
instance by making a comparison of the
lmportations of breadstufts, which under
the National Policy have enormously di-
minished. He reterred to the work of the
experimental farms, including instruction
in dairying, such as carried vn in British

men who have ever tried to break confed- !
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Columbia this year and last. Cold storage
vessels have been provided to enable the
farrper todeliver his butter and cheese in
refrigerator cars in England in the best
condition; and this year the government
had got Professor Robertson to propound g
dead meat scheme, which has had to stand
over until next session on account of the
obstruction of the opposition, :

He noticed that Dr. Milne holds that
the protection to the farmers is very little
use to them because they have to pay a
duty of 20 per cent. on machinery, and
I'that the machinery made in Canada is
sold cheaper in Australia than here. Any
merchant or manufacturer knows tha
that.xmgl_xt very well be—though as to th.
factin this case he could not say—because
manufacturers everywhere will sell their
overplus outside their own proper markets
for less than they can afford to take for the
bulk of their products at home.

As to the duties on agricultural products,
which Mr. Templeman says he will retajn
he thought that gentleman would have ¢t
be a4 good deal cleverer than he or his
friends think he is, if he imagines he can
rotect these duties against Lis chiefs, Sir

ichard Cartwright and Mr. Laurier, who
have declared their intention to open our
ports to the whole world. Agzainst them
what would the individual opinion and
efforts of Mr. Templeman amount to—not
to a hill of beans. (Loughter.) He
quoted from the speeches of the Opposition
throughout the Kast, with their SIX poli-
Cles In as many years, while now they are
at loggerheads "as to what to call their
policy, and contrasted this with the one
policy of the Liberal-Conservauves, which
they had stuck to since 1879 and would
maintain during the next rive years. (Ap-
plause.) He said this because he felt just
as sure of the success of the Government 1«
he did of leaving the hall to-night. (Re-
newed applause.) With a protectionist
president in the United States and a pro-
tectionist government in Canada, he fel
that good times are in store for this contin-
ent.

He noticed that Mr. Templeman does not
believe in any tree list, but would have an
all-round tarift of say 22 per cent.—he
thought that was the figure mentioned.
Figuring this out, it appears that the result
would be to give the farmers less protection
on nearly ali they sell, and make them pay
about 2 per cent. more on the machinery
they buy. Under the last Liberal govern-
ment tea and coffee paid heavy duties
while now they are entirely rree, and the
duty on sugar is only a fraction of what it
was then.

Not one great work could he recall, Col.
Prior said, that the Liberals had accom.
plished when they were in office; they were
then a bhand-to-mouth lot, and would be
the same to-morrow, for Mr. Davies, one of
their leaders said: *“‘What we did then
we would do again.” They talk a
good deal about ‘the boodiing of the
government, but have not shown one case
in which a minister has profited by the
moneys which have been stolen from the
departments—for moneys have been stolen
as they always will be from time to time
from governments the world over. The
Minister of Justice has done his best to
punish the guilty people. He read from
the records, however, some object lessons
showing the Liberal idea of purity in elec-
tion contests and public works contracts,
these speaking so plainly for themselves
that they needed no comment.

To sum us) he thus contrasted what the
two parties have done for the farmer while
in office:

THE LIBERALS | THE CONSERVATIVES

1. Not only did noth-: 1. Conserved the
ing to improve the home market to our
home market but shar- own farmers and in-
ed it with outsiders to creased 1t by the N, P,
our own farmers’ detri- |
ment.

2. Taxed the neces- | 2. Relieved the ne-
saries of life—tea, cof-  cessaries of life whish
fee, sugar, which 1the we cannocv produce of
farmer could not rsise taxation.
but must have. |
8. Did nothing to im- | . 8. Established exper-
proveeither the farms . imental farms, travels
or their position. ! ling dairies, ete.
4, Didnothingtopro-‘ 4 Encouraged ex-
mote an export trade ! port trade in farm pro-
in farm produce. | guce—buuer, marking
of cheese, cold storage
scheme, fast Atlantic
service.
5. Claim they have

5. Claimed they were
powerless to do any- | benetited the ftarmer—
thing to better or im- | can do stili more—and
prove anything. they willdo so.

To come down to local business, and if he
might be excused for talkingabout himself,
he would refer to the absurd statement
still made that he is not a member of the
cabinet. He thought this meeting would
take his word for what he said in this con-
nection (hear, hear), and he assured them,
on his word as a man, that he held exactly
the same position as every other member
of the cabinet, and that the fact is not
questioned by anyone anywhere except by
a few members of the opposition in this
city.  On his word of honor he told them
that he isa member of Sir Charles Tupper’s
cabinet just as much as Sir Charles is him-
self; and he would continue to be so after
the election. (Applause.) Next he would
refer to the bill for the subdivision of part
of this electoral district, the ‘“‘gerrymander?’
bill, as it had been called. On account of
the extraordinary state of affairs which the
bye election showed to exist in some of the
polling subdivisions where there were all the
way up to 1,200 votes on the list, he had
asked the Conservative Association to make
a map dividing all the polling subdivisions
80 as to make about 29 all told, with the
number of names on each intended by the
law. This was done, but afterwards he found
out that the same object could be secured
in the city districts by an alphabetical di-
vision, and it would 'be necessary to sub-
divide only districts Nos. 10 and "11. He
therefore made a brief statement of what
was wanted, and in the ordinary course the
bill was prepared by the Deputy Minister
of Justice, who supplied the details as they
appear. He heard now that he is accused
of knowing that there were on the old list,
with which that bill was to deal, names
that had no right to be on, or that if ke did
not know it his party did. That statement
he denied, for to this-day he did not know
anything of the kind, and he did not think
that there was a single name on the old list
that could not be put on the new ones un-
der the bill. It was intended only to do
good for the farmers and others living many
miles away from polling places. (Ap-
plause.)

Then as to the British Pacific railroad.
He had seen it reported in the newspapers
that Mr. Templeman said he (Col. Prior)
had told a deliberate lie to the Board of
Trade.

A Voice—*‘ He did; I heard him myself.”
Col. Prior continued that during the
many years he had been hefore the public
1e had never so demeaned himself as to
speak thus of any of his opponents,
and he wished to say that Mr. Templeman
had no more right to say that of him than
he (Col. Prior) would have to say it of any
of the audience he saw before him. What
he had stated to the Board of Trade was
the fact. (Applause.) If the subsidies agreed
upon could have been presented to the house
there would have been found provision for
$3,200 a mile for 100 miles of railway on this
island, and $3,200 a mile for 25 miles on the
Mainland, to the head of Bute Inlet. That
was what was agreed to, and that was
what would have been presented to the
house had not Mr. Laurier notified Mr.
Foster that the opposition would
not allow a single monev vote to
ass. He asked them to rememher this

statement, for the items he mentioned will
be found in the estimates presented when
Sir Charles Tupper meets the house after
the elections.

Mr. Gregg—* Mr. Bodwell doesn’t know
anyvthing about it.”

Col. Prior—*No; I suppose not.”

Mr. Gregg—'*Oh! I see.”

Col. Prior—*‘ There arc two men here
greater than even Mr. Bodwell—two of the
men who employ him.”

Mr. Gregz—** What are his duties as so-
licitor for the company? »’

Col. Prior—** I suppose to do as he is in-
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