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Heath of Mother Mary 
Bernard O’Donnell

When on tiré evening of the 6th in­
stant death claimed the soul of 
Mother Mary Bernard O’Donnell of 
the Presentation Convent, Witless 
Bay, there passed away the last mem­
ber of a well known aid highly re­
spected family, a family which gave 
to the Church In Newfoundland four 
Priests whose memory is still revered 
though all have long since goné to 
their eternal reward.

Mother Bernard was bora In Oahir, 
County Tipperary, Ireland, 95 years 
ago and while quite young came with 
her family to Newfoundland, she en

tered the Presentation Convent, 
Cathedral Square, on July 31st, 1854, a 
year dear to the hearts of all Catho­
lics as that of the promulgation of 
the dogma of the Immaculate Con­
ception. She made her profession in 
1857, receiving the black veil from 
the hands' of the illustrious prelate, 
Bishop Mullock. The Presentation 
Foundation at Witless Bay was made 
in 1860; Mother Bernard was ap­
pointed first Superioress of this Con­
vent which position she filled wisely 
and well for fifty-six years. Her 
time, her energies, her talents, were 
all devoted to the welfar of her lit­
tle community and of the children en­
trusted to her for training; the peo­
ple of the parish loved and respected 
her, looked to her for help in their

difficulties, counsel in their under­
takings, and consolation in affliction ; 
never was her heart appealed to in 
vain—she was the tender mother soli­
citous for the happiness of her child­
ren, sharing their joys and sorrows 
and never more happy than when she 
was bringing sunshine into the lives 
of others. A great woman whose 
large heart found room for all who 
came to her, a perfect lady, gentle, 
amiable, noble in thought and kind in 
her dealings with others, and above 
all a true religieuse, whose life for 
well-nigh a century was filled with 
virtue and good works, such was 
Mother Bernard O’Donnell—such was 
she whose death it is our sad duty 
to record. One by one her loved
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ones passed away—now it was a Rev­
erend Brother In the first years of 
his Sacred Ministry, now a fond sis­
ter, who like herself, had worn 
worthily the habit of the Presenta­
tion Order, or another who had faith­
fully performed the duties of wife and 
mother, again it was a brother who 
had grown old in the priestly office 
and who, rich In merits and good 
works, was called to his eternal re­
ward, until at last Mother Bernard 
remained alone, her sorrow hidden 
from human eyes, a smile on her lips 
and a hymn of resignation In her 
heart. Up to about two- years ago she 
continued active, the life of the Com-, 
munlty, full of Interest in everything 
relating to the Convent and the 
schools. Though unable to leave her 
room for some months past, she 
nevertheless continued bright and 
gay, full of fun and humour and with 
her great faith and trust in God in­
creasing from day to day. What won­
der was it that when she realized the 
near approach of death, she felt like 
a school-girl going home for the holi­
days. “Let us crown ourselves with 
^flowers, let us eat, drink and be merry 
for to-morrow we die,” say the votar­
ies of pleasure, but the true Christian 
dies daily to the world and to him­
self. Death to him then is not the 
hideous visitant with the unsheathed 
sword coming to put an end to his 
enjoyments, but Angel of light to lead 
the soul into the Land of never-end­
ing delights. Such it must have been 
for Mdther Bernard, for her and such 
as her, there is no sting in death ; it is 
the Beginning not the End, of joy 
and peace and bliss untold. ' As an 
infant falls sweetly to sleep, so did 
the saintly soul of Mother Bernard go 
out to its Maker at 7 o’clock on Sun­
day evening. Around the bedside were 
grouped the Nuns of the Community, 
prayerful an tearful, realizing all too 
well that a gentle presence was being 
taken away from them. The Very 
Rev. Dr. Greene, P.P., was most un­
tiring in his attention to the dying 
Nun, pronouncing the final blessing 
of the Church as the Soul left the 
body and entoning the first prayer for 
the departed spirit.

On Tuesday morning the precious 
remains were conveyed to the Parish 
Church where at ten o’clock Requiem 
Mass was sung by Rev. Dr. Greene, 

! P.P., Witless Bay, assisted by Very
I

Throngs of people filled the Church 
to offer their respects to the dead 
Nun and to breathe fervent prayers 
for her soul. At the cemetery the 
"Benedicttts” was chanted by the 
Priests and the Choir and in pres­
ence of the Community and the peo­
ple whom she loved, the earthly re­
mains of Mother Bernard O'Donnell 
were laid to rest, to 'await a glorious 
resurrection.

Numerous tributes of sympathy 
have been received from friends near 
and afar. His Grace on hearing the 
sad news telegraphed the following 
message to Dr .Greene:

NEW YORK, April 7.
"Have heard with very deep re­

gret that Mother Bernard O’Don­
nell passed away yesterday. In 
Mother Bernard’s death, there 
passed away the oldest Religious 
in Newfoundland and the last 
member of a family famed In our 
Church annals. Convey sincere 
sympathy to the Community at 
the Convent and the people of 
the Parish of Witless Bay which 
was the scene of her devoted 
labors for over sixty years. May 
her soul rest In peace."

t E. P. ROCHE, 
Archbishop of St. John's.

Among the surviving relatives of 
the late Mother Bernard are: Mrs. 
O’Gorman, Harbour Main, (niece) ; 
Hou. J. D. Ryan, City, (Cousin); Rev. 
Michael Leamy, P.P. Odertn, and 
Messrs. John and Jeremiah O’Don­
nell, City (grand-nephews), to whom 
as well as to other relatives sincere 
sympathy is extended. Mother Bern­
ard’s long life is over, she wiH be 
sadly missed by the members of her 
Community and by the whole Order 
in Newfoundland, but we are gladden­
ed by the thought that in the Book 
of Life wherein are written the names 
of all those who through love of 
God and their fellow creatures have 
won the crown of glory that of moth­
er Bernard O’Donnell is eternally 
inscribed. May her soul rest in 
peace. Amen.

, See Anton Lang tpr the last 
time as Christus, in the Passion 
Play, shown in the Presbyterian 
Hall on Monday and Tuesdays 
evenings, April 14th and 15th.
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150 Passengers
Land at Louisburg

ARRIVE AT 6 P.M.—TAKEN BY
SPECIAL TO CITY,

S.S. Kyle arrived at Louisburg from 
Port aux Basques about 6 o’clock. 
Following the arrival of the ship the 
passengers were taken by a special 
train to Sydney, from which point1 
they will go forward to their destina­
tion. Quite a number of Newfoundland 
people were seen late on Charlotte St. 
and the restaurant keepers did a 
thriving business for a while. By the 
appearance of their luggage they 
carried most of them are bound for 
new fields where they will locate. 
Every trip of the Kyle now carries 
many former residents of the Ancient 
Colony who are leaving their old 
homes.

D.W.GRIFFITH’S
SUPREME TRIUMPH ‘

'She sweetest 
„ love story ever 

V X iold.

HEARTS WORLD,

MEW 
REVISED VERSION

THE TEAR FOLLOWS THE THRILL 
THE LAUGH FOLLOWS THE TEAR

[ht! : To-Night!
At the

r Movii
EXTRA!

Karl Trapnell « 
trlotic Selections.

SHOWS AT NIGH] 

Admission 25c
'E:~Owing to the lecture t» 

)w night, this picture will 
again on Wednesday.

Pin This] 1|p in
Your Kit<;hen

FARMERS
FAVOURITE

FERTILIZERS

>roved of by the Canadian Govern- 
Department and guaranteed 

from pulverized sand or other 
terant. You can rely on their 
\ quality.

The farmers who make money are those who use Fertilizers. They get larger 
and better crops.

Fertilizers will put into your ground the 
last year.

Just as you need food to do your year’s^ 
food to produce good crops.

Putting Fertilizer into your ground is like jNItting money into the Savings Bank, 
you get back greater value in the Fall.

fiment which your crops took out 

e, so does your ground need

Try Farmers’ Tested Fertilizers this Spr| 
of potatoes or other vegetables will repaj 
tilizer.

Farmers’ Fertilizers have been favorites 
make your garden grow. . 1

Put Fertilizers on your ground now and 
ness into the soil.

After your crops begin to show over the 
of the ground near each plant and watc

smember, 10 additional barrels 
cost of 5 or more bags of Fer-

/ - i

years in Newfoundland, they’ll

ie Spring rains carry their geod-

ind, put some Fertilizer on -op 
grow.

Don’t pay too much attention to 41 Analysis* you can be deceived. Remem’ 
we guarantee our Fertilizers.
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Weather and Ice Report

fineBewtTista—Light S.W. winds, | 
and clear.

Catalina—Winds S.S.W., no ice.
Greeaspon*—Light S. winds, fine, 

loose ice off.
Nipper's Hr.—Calm,, fair, Ice about 

four miles off, no seals.
La Sale—Moderate winds, fine, ice 

tight, no seals.
Hampden—Moderate N.W. winds, 

cold, bay full of Ice.
Ceaehe—Moderate S. W. winds, 

weather clear, no Ice, no seals.
St, Anthony—Moderate W. winds, 

fair, small string of ice 2 miles off 
shore, no seals.

Grlqnet—Moderate W. winds, clear, 
ice out of sight from here.

Cook's Hr.—Moderate winds* clear 
and warm, not much ice to be seen, 
no seals.
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