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Noi to be Considered

William Gibbs McAdoo, a for-
mer Secretary of the United
States Treasury, is out with a
novel proposition. Mr. McAdoo
is a prospective candidate for
the Presidency of the United
States in the next coming elec-
tion, and it is up to him to give
his nomination a boost when-
ever and wherever possible in
erder to boost his opportunities.
The Canadian papers contain a
long despatch from Washington,
dealing chiefly with the McAdoo
activities, and giving in extenso
the new plan by which the ex-
Secretary of the Treasury pro-
poses, to reduce taxation in the
United States. His suggestion
is no more or no less than that
the United States should acquire
by purchase, all the British
West Indies, comprising the
Bermudas, Jamaica, British
Honduras, Barbados, Bahamas,
Nassau and other islands off
the Atlantic coast of the North
American continent. In pay-
ment for this dominion trans-
fer, the United States wauld be
able to give Great Britain cred-
it on her war debt, thus helping
the Old Country, helping the
United States and assisting in
the stabilizing of foreign ex-
change, and an earlier settle-
ment of the European war
debts.

* %

The despatch covering the
whole matter is so naively in-
teresting that to merely review
it would spoil the intended ef-
fect, and would not at all convey
to readers the true meaning
and intent of McAdoo’s idea.
In order therefore that it may
be presented in its original form,
it is herewith given as publish-
ed in the Montreal Daily Star:

“It is hard to estimate what the
price of the islands is on the market
of international barter, but not long
ago the United States purchased the
Danish West Indies for $25,000,000.
Of course the British possessions are
much more valuable than that. The
price might be calculated on the bas-
is of exports and imports and some
of the British possessions are worth
a good deal. Jamaica, for instance,
has plenty of sugar, though its rum

isn’t particularly useful at this time.
On the whole the United States could

* % * %

find a billion dollars worth of value
in some of these ‘islands, without
much trouble and get it back in com-
modities in a short time.

“But if it were not for the principle
enunciated by the distinguished fath-
er«in-1aw of Mr. MeAdoo, namely the
principle of self-determination, it
would be easy to get the proposition
going; for it is said that British sen-
timent {s not a bit adverse to dis-
cussion of the matter. What, for in-
stance, would be the opinfh of peo-
ples in the Bermudas, Bahamas and
80 on about being annexed to dry-
land? Seriously speaking, there has
been an annexation movemen: in
gsome of these British islands for
some time. They have wanted to be
annexed to the United States for
various reasons, mostly commercial
advantages growing out of geograph-
ical proximity. But the advantages
of prohibition have not yet taken hold
of the British imagination. PEerhaps
the islands could be gotten ready for
annexation only after some of the
anti-saloon leagues agents had been
able to sow the seed which was
g0 effective inside the United Statles.

“Mr. McAdoo, however, sees the
question purely as to its bearings on
financidl relations between the Brit-
ish Empire and the United States.”
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“It is highly desirable both on our
own account and that of our Allies
that the settlement of our loans to
our Allies be rendered as quick and
eagy as possible, Our chief debtor,
is of course, Great Britain, and this
arises naturally out of the fact that
Great Britain has liberally pledged
her credit to sustain that of her Al-
lies. .Now for the past one hundred
years, Great Britain has held certain
islands in and near our shores. Ja-
maica, #he Bahamas, Barbados, Nas-
sau, British Honduras and the Ber-
mudas, off our South Atlantic coast.
These British possessions so long
held by a friendly maritime power
do not jeopardize the security of the
Atlantic and gulf coast of the United
States. With the process of time we
now have become the leading econ-
oméc power in the world, and have
developed the Panama Canal and a
navy and merchant marine which
make these islands more than ever
important to us. Might it not be pos-
sible to work out a plan by which
'Englmd's debt to us could be reduc-
‘.ed by the transfer to us of certain
| British possessions in - the western
'hem!aphere to the extent of their
value?

“The British Empire at {his moment
comprises onz-sixth of the land area
of the whole world, and, according to
British economic experts the surplus
capital of the mother country will
for many years to come be expend-
ed in the development of the agri-
cultural and mineral resources of the
great self-governing dominions and of
India. I imagine that Great Britain
would not object to such a disposi-
tion of these islands, especially as
they would go to a friendly power. I
gee nothing in such a proposal to of-
fend the just pride of a great people,
whereas such a liquidation of a por-
tion of the British debt might be a
happy solution of a part of Great Brit-
ain’s immediate financial problem.”
L

L L

“Inquiry among British correspond-
ents in the national capital leads to
the conclusion that the matter would
not be unfavorably received in Great
Britain were it not for the fact that
British policy is for the present in-
separably interwoven with what hap-
pens to the League of Nations and
proposals for naval disarmament. If
the League is dead and Europe goes
back to the old order of things, then
the British Government must bear in
mind the excellent use which she
made, of her Atlantic possessions as
a rendezvous for the Bpitish navy
during the last war. Some valuable
naval bases are scattered in the
North and South Atlantic which
Great Britain would be loath to give
up. Yet if international disarma-
ment is put into effect through the
League of Nations Great Britain
would have as little use for mnaval
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stations as she would for more bat-
tleships and the tendency of Ameri-
can naval men is reflected in the
statements just made by Rear-Admir-
al Badger and comcurred in by other.
members of the general naval board
to the effect that the United States
should have ‘the largest navy in the
world.’ 3

“It is hard to say whether this is
a direct consequence of the discour-
aging fate of the latest efforts at in-
ternational co-operation er the tsual
rivalry which naval men feel about
other navies. Anyway, so long as
naval expansion continues on ‘poth
sides of the Atlantie, Mr. McAdoo’s
suggestion depends for its acceptance
by the British on elimination of valu-
able naval bases, not to mention the
opportunity that must be given to
the residents of the British col-
onies to say how they feel about
keeping their islands entirely sur-
rounded by wetness or annexed to
dry land.”

P ®* % * %

Britishers: in the American
capital, profess very little inter-
est in the suggestions of_ Mr.
McAdoo, and prediet that the
proposal will meet with but lit-
tle favor in Great Britain, stat-
ing that national pride, if noth-
ing else, would prevent its ae-
ceptance. Embassy and other
officials take the view that if
such a transfer were considered
by the Home authorities, the
wishes of the people of the is-
lands, themselves, would have
to be consulted. In this connec-
tion it might be mentioned that
only a few days ago the Bermu-
dians deeply resented,.and pro-
tested against, any attempt to
thrust them out of the Empire,
repudiating anything that had,
been or might be done to trade
or transfer their islands, and it
is only to be supposed that the
population of the other places
mentioned are no less loyal than
that of Bermuda, and hold an
equal repugnance to be bartered
away to the United States. The
matter at issue, however,
has not yet been made a formal
question in Britain, and it
would in any case be contrary
to the principles laid down at
the Peace Conference if the
peoples of these British pos-
sessions were taken under the
United States flag without their
consent.

Derailed Plough
Delays Train.

The snow plough attached to an out-
going freight train ran off the track
near Donavan’s last night, e en-
gineer in charge having his foot injur-
ed,. but, however, not seriously. The
incoming train from Carbonear was
delayed, and did not reach town until
4 o'clcck this morning.

S.U.F.Lodge

RE-ESTABLISHED AT HR. GRACE.

A deputation of the Grand Lodge,
S.U.F,, came from St. John’s on Tues-
day evening says the Hr. Grace Stand-
ard of March 19, for the purpose of
restarting “Buckland” Lodge, The de-
putation consisted of W. G. M. Cur-
new, D, G. M. Langmead, P. M, Withy-
combe, P. M. Mugford and D. C. 0. W.
W. Leaver. The Lodge was in session

* %

on Wednesday and the business of
starting Buckland Lodge was gone

through. The officers of the Lodz®
are: J. L Oke, WM; W. A
McKay, C. O.; Jas Fox, 2nd 0.; Rev.
W. R. J. Higgitt, Chap.; T..G. Ford,
Purser; H. Martin, Secy.; W. Harris,
Q. M. and R. Sheppard, L. O. After the

closing of the lodge on Wednesday

night a banquet was held in the hall,
and a couple of hours were very
pleasantly spent. The following toasts
were given:—The King, the Grand
Lodge, the Ladies, and Sister Socie-
ties. These interspersed with Recita-
tions, etc.,, made a very pleasant pro-
gramme, The Grand Lodge officers
left by early train on Thursday.

Honorary _Alies de Camp

Yesterdays Royal Gazette contains
the appointment of Capt. Gerald C.
Harvey and Lieut. Alex B. Baird, (with
the honorary rank of Captain while so
employed) both late of the Royal New-
foundland Regiment, to be Honorary
Aldes de Camp, Congratulations. >

Herean_d_'l'lfr.

AT THE BALSAM.—The following

are guests at Balsam Place.—Mr. Har- ||
old Hollett, Miss B. F.. Hollett, Burin; |

Miss W. J. Hurley, Marystown;
E. Andrews, Coley’s Point. :

_WEST COAST FISHERY.-Late re-
ports from the South West Coast give

Rev.

and Hr. LeCou as 8307 qtls. Since
March 6th the coast has been blocked
with ice as far East as Burgeo.
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'in a restricted sense.

Judgment of

Chief E).?atice.
IN THE APPEAL OF SOPER vVS.
~ BYRNE,

In the Supreme Court yesterday the
Chief Justice handed down judgment
in the appeal of Soper versus Byrne,
as follows: 5
Albert Soper, Appellant, versus John

Byrne, Respondent.

The appellant was convicted by the
Stipendiary . Magistrate at St. John's
of a breach of Section 4 of the Intoxi-
cating Liquors Prohibition Act, 1916
for having sold what is known in trade
as Essence of Vanilla. He appeals
on the grounds stated in his notice,
the principal being (1) that the con-
viction is contrary to law and (2) in-
duced by the improper admission of
evidence.

There is no conflict as to the facts.
The evidence is that the Appellant
who is the senior partner in the firm
of Soper and Moore, wholesale gro-
cers, sold two dozen eight ounce bot-
tles of Essence of Vanilla to Michael
Byrna, a retail grocer. Byrne coan-
sumed the contents of cne of these bot-
tles end was arrested for drunkeness.
The police then seized the bottlas
of this essence left in stock on
Byrne's premises and had a portion
submitted to analysis. It was found
to contain 39.4 per cent. alcohol. Mr.
Davies, the Government Analyst,
proves that the spirit contained in it
is the same as in brandy, whiskey or
rum. The process of manufacture is
different as in the preparation of es-
sences, and liquers also, the flay-
ours are added after distillation. Evi-
dence has also been given on the part
of the prosecution that prior to tle
passing of the Prohibition Act, when
essence of vanilla was used exclus-
fvely for culinary purposes, it was
customary to sell it in 2 ounce bot-
tles, but that since the Act came into
force this essence is being generllly
offered for sale in larger bottles than
formerly, and it is contended, than
are usually needed in cookery. The
circumstances in which the gale in
question was made were that Byrue,
who was at appellant’s store buying
goods for retail enquired for essence
of vanilla. Appellant told him that
he did not wish to sell this essence
without knowing where it .went and
that he wanted it sold for proper
household purposes. Byrne assured
him that he did not intend to sell it
for any other purpose, and it was
thereupon sold to him by appellant.

The question to be decided by. us
must depend upon the construction
to be given the words “spirituous
liquors” in the statute. Evidence has
been tendered as (o the scientific
meaning of both the words spirituous
and liquors, and respondent’s counsel
has argued against these being read
On the other
hand appellant’s counsel contends
that the Legislature must have intend-
ed the term to mean what it had
meant in our legislation in the past,
and supports his position by reference
to the authority of Attorney General
vs. Bailey 17 L. J. 9, where it is said
that “én the "absence of any statutable
definition we must assume that the
word (“spirits”) is used in the Excise
Acts in the sense in which it is ordin-
arily understood; and we do not think
that in common parlance the word
“spirits” would be considered as com-
prehending a liquid likeé sweet spirits
of niire, which is in itself, a known
article of commerce not usually pas-
sing under the name of spirits.”

‘We observe that the term “spiritu-
ous liquors” has been the subject of
interpretation in the Supreme Court
of the United States in Sarlis v. The
U. 8., where its meaning in U. S. A.
revenue Statutes is passed upon (152
U. 8. Sup. Crt. repts. £71.) Reference
is there made to a case where a
statute of North Carolina prohibited
the introduction and sale of spirit-
uous liquors and the Court held those
terms to be generic and to include all
intoxicating liquors containing alcohol
whether distilled, fermented or vin-
ous. The comment of the U, 8. Su-
preme Court is that “the reasomiug
on which such a corclusion is reach-
ed excludes the ecommon and popular
significance of the words, and finis
the meaning of the statute in the fact,
true in a scientifiz serse, that aleohol
is found in fermented as well as in dis-
tilled liquors and that the purpose
of the statute is to prevent the mie-
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cating drinks. We cannot agree with
this method of reading a penal Stat~
ute. The purpose of such a statute
is to notify the pubMe of the legisla~
ture’s intent, not to furnish seientific
definitions. That intent is, in most
cases, to be found in giving to the

Courts, in construing penal statutes
safely disregard the popular signifi-
cation of the terms employed, in or-
der to bring acts, otherwise lawful,
within the effect of such statutes be-
cause of a supposed publi¢ policy or
purpose.” ;

The Legislature has passed three
statutes for the purpose of prohibit-
ing the importation, manufacture and
sale of intoxicating liquors. "The
first of these is the Prohibition Plebis-
cite Act, 1915, under which the follow-
ing question was*® submitted to the
vote of the electors: “Are you in favor
of prohibiting the importation, manu-
facture and sale of spirits, wine, ale,
beer, cider and all other alcoholic lig-
uors for use as beverages?” By this
Act the term “Intoxicating 1iquors”
is defined as it was in the License
Act, viz: “all ale, wines, malt brew-
,2d or spirituous liquers containing two
per cent. or upward cf alcohol in vol-
ume.” Next, we have the Intoxicat-
ing Liquors Prohibition Act, 1916,
which ‘changes this definition by at-
taching to it these words “except
such drugs and medicines as may be
excepted by the Governor in Council.”
Then, this Act is amended by the
Prohibition Act, 1917, which goes back
and adopts the definition of intoxic-
ating liquors as given in the Prohibé-
tion Plebiscite Aect, 1915 and omits the
important exception which forms
part of the interpretation section of
the Prohibitfon Act, 1916. Counsel
for the respondent bas argued that
under the 1916 Act, essence of vanilla
wou!d have had to be-classed as an
intoxicating liquor, as even drugs and
medicines were included, and con-
tends that the same term in statntes
dealing with the same matter, especial-
ly when the statutes are so related
as to be cited together as ome Act,
must be given the same meaning.
The amending Act of 1917, howsever,
seems designed to exclude such a con-
struction, for it not only repeals the
former section but substitutes for it
a different classification. It defines
Intoxicating Liquors as “all wines,
malt, brewed or spirituous liqguors con-
taining two per cent. or upward of al-
cohol by volume and such medicinal
toilet or other preparations contain-

hol by volume as may from time to
time be directed by the Governor in
Council by proclamation, but not
wines for Sacramental purposes.” We
have only to deal with the first part
of the section—ales, wines, malt brew-
ed or spirituous liquors—the words cf
description previously used in the
Prohibition Plebiscite Act, 1915 and
still earlier in the License Act. Tt
is not contended in this case that the
latter portion of the section in refer-
ence to medicinal, toflet and other
preparations applies, as it is admit-
ted this essence has not been pro-
claimed. The case is simply that es-
sence of vanilla is per se an in-
toxicating or spirituous liquor just
{ as whiskey or brandy is and that its
sale in any circumstances is a penal
offense: consequenly that no belief
or knowledge that the article was in-
tended to be used as a beverage
need be shown on the part of the
seller. We are unable to agree with
the learned Magistrate “that the
_words spirituous liquors in the section
implies spirits of any description and
all liquors, mixtures, essences and
compounds made with spirits.” It
would follow thatif the appellant has
been guilty of the offence with which
he is charged here, he would have
been, before the Prchibition Act be-
came law, liable to conviction under
the License Act without it having
been shown that the sale of the es-
sence of vanilla to the retail grocer
was made with any guilty knowledﬁe
or intent. Moreover, it is still more
difficult to bring such a case within
the Prohibition Act, 1917 than within
the License Act, for the section we
are considering while in the first pait
identical with the language of the
License Act has to be read so as not
to reuder the latter part meaning-
less. After naming spirituous 1li~
uors it immediately proceeds to spec-
ify other articles—medicinal, toilet
and other preparations—containing
two per cent. and upward of alcohol
which it authorizes the Governor in
Council to proclaim as intoxicants and
as we cannot adopt the suggestion
made at the bar that these prepar-
ations must consist of solid substanee
‘only, we have to consider that the
specific inclusion of this additional
class indicates .that the Legislature
intended to restrict the meaning of
the proceeding words. This con-
firms me in the conclusion at which
I have arrived that the rule laid
down in the Attorney General v. Bailey
!and by the U. 8. Supreme Court in
interpreting “spirituouns liquors” in the
revenue statutes mientioned in Sarlls
v. the U. 8. should be followed by us
in interpreting the same term in this
Act.

Judgment must therefore be enter-
ed for the appellant, with costs, and
the conviction quashed.
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NEW SCALE OF WAGES.—A new
scale -of wages, drawn up by the L.S.
P.U, will be presented to the mercan-
tile interests in a few days,

Mrs. Harris Goldstone will be
“At Home” at “Elgin House,”
Leslie Street, on Wednesday and
Thursday, March 24th and 25th,
from 3 to 6 p.m.—mar23,3i

REMOYED TO HOSPITAL— Yes-
terday a young woman, suffering from
diphtheria, was removed from her
home, King’s Road, to hospital.
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C. L B
A very interesting game of field hos-
key was played at the- Armoury last
night. - The game was between Ofi-
| cers, Warrant Officers, N.C.0.’s and
'Privates. The N.C.0.’s won, the scor?
being 6 to 8. "Both teams showed up
well. The line up was as follows:
N.C.0.s. Officers-YWarrant Officerss
goal
Pte. E. House .. Ljeut. H. Hayward
r defence
Corp. D. Ellis.... .. .. Lieut. B. Motty
1 defence
Corp. A. Feaver ., R.S.M. R. William$
’ /.. centre
Corp. B, Ewing .. ..Lieut. L. Hayward
v left wing
Pte. C. Keats .. .. .. Lieut. H. HentY
i right wing
Sgt. H. Hookey .. ..C.8.M. R. Wight
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