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AN EASY LESSON IN POLITICS.
Those who imagine that two swallows 

make a very perfect summer are entitled 
to rejoice in the victories in East North­
umberland and Carleton as indications of 
the rehabilitation of the Grit party. We 
are not quite so confident of the (liberal 
success. It is the custom among French 
naval historians to make much of chance'' 
victories over the English navy, such as 
the mischance of Benbow ; but history 
dwells chiefly on Trafalgar. The same 
abas of writers point with pride to occa­
sional victories over the British in the 
Peninsular campaign ; hut history dwells 
chiefly on Waterloo. And our “ Liberal ” 
friends may hug the delusive incidents of 
the two victories indicated above ; but the 
people of Canada remember mainly the 
great victory of 1878. The Opposition 
have still an immense lee-way to recover 
before they can hope to cope with forces 
so much their superior, in the ranks of the 
national party.

Many months ago wr’tainted ' o6t "the 
absurdity ,«f supposing tfc»t the ppuflft 
Administration could hQpsfo cany on the 
government of the country without losing 
some of their strength in the contesta of 
five political years. That three years 
dearly have elapsed before a reverse has 
taken place, that the Government should 
in' these three years have now so many 
seats from the enemy and saved so many 
of its own vacant constituencies, was 
simply an unprecedented thing in the 
political history of Canada. That two 
setts should have been lost, under the 
peculiar circumstances affecting the recent 
contests, is not so very remarkable. It b 
of course, a gratifying circumstance to the 
Opposition ; it enables them to prove their 
existence. We quite sympathise with their 
rejoicing ; we can understand that in a 
time of dearth even a biscuit and a glass 
of water may encourge and sustain the 
victims of famine. But when the biscuit 
is eatèn and the water drank, a long time 
may . still intervene before prosperity and 
square meals become the natural order of 
the day.

The present Government has lost two 
seats. It can afford to lose a dozen. It 
eaa spare a score, and yet leave the Oppo­
sition in a minority. Yet the present Par­
liament is likely to dose with a majority 
for the Government larger in all probabil­
ity than Mr. Mackenzie was able to com­
mand in his third year of office. We have 
no settled belief in the permanence of Min­
istries. The Ministries of Aurora» and 
Grey, the Ministry of GiADArarB, the 
(Ministry of BeaoohsAzld—all crumbled in 
time. Ours will doubtless crumble too ; 
but not so soon as the Opposition imagine. 
The refusal of the present Government to 
rive places to its friends at the expense of 
Grit office-hdders has caused the loss of 
some friends. The strict and stem en­
forcement of Customs laws has caused the 
loss at others. The rigid exclusion of all 
attempts at land' speculation by,, no 

irritated outers. In every branch 
public- service there has been 
tightening of the reins as has 
too sharp to some who, ob- 
and perhaps suffering from the 
of the late Government, btiieved 
e* entitled to some “considera­

tion.” No doubt some constituencies 
have not received the full benefit they 
expected from the National Policy. No 
doubt the enormous circulation of Grit 
literature—full of falsehood, aa we have 
proved—haa had a email effect on various 
places. . And putting all these things to­
gether, We can admits moderate ground 
for suspecting that we may loee seme con- 
stituencies at the elections.

But all that admission being made for 
the sake of aigmnent—yet for the Oppo­
sition what hope remains I Absolutely 
none, and their leaden know il They 
cannot reduce the taxation—they frankly 
tell us so; and Mr. Chabots says it may 
be higher still They cannot abandon the 
Pacific railway scheme—that is admitted. 
But they can abandon the. Na­
tional Policy—and probably would 
de - to. Against this abandonment 
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protection, and when it was in Opposition 
■gain encouraged and rejoiced in every 
ligs that could be seized ones an evidence 
of the inferiority our country and of 
its progress to national decay.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES
Aa already noted, Mr. Blake, in his 

Montreal speech, once more advocated 
imperial federation, without apparently 
taking into account the momentous revolu­
tion it would effect not only in the con­
stitution of the Mother Country, but m the 
position of the «dénies. It is clear that 
the first result would be the dismember­
ment of the United Kingdom. Once lay 
down the principle that local affairs should 
be managed by Local Legislatures, and it 
surely follows that three ought to be 
established forthwith, one at London, 
one at Dublin, and the third at Edin­
burgh. If this were not done the 
scheme would want symmetry, and" the 
colonies would be as badly off as ever, 
since the United Kingdom would then 
occupy the same position in the Imperial 
Councils as Prussia does in those 
of Germany. The result would be, 
not a gain, but a loss in parliamentary 
efficiency. Moreover, if the colonies are 
to have a voice in the affairs of peace and 
war, they must ««tribute their quota in 
men and money to the military and naval 
establishment». Would Canada and Aus­
tralia be willing to accept this arrange­
ment 1 If not, there is no need for further 
discussion. Certainly the colonies in the 
.southern ocean would plead that they are 
not exposed to any danger from invasion, 
and refuse peremptorily to contribute to­
wards wars m the northern hemisphere. If 
something must be done, as Mr. Blake 
insists, that something should be practical, 
and also formulated, not in a vague, but in 
an intelligible way.

It need hardly be said that the Bystander 
is opposed to sny plan of this description ; 
yet it has also a scheme of constitutional 
change which one is somewhat efngnlar in 
character. In the first place, a bold inno­
vation is proposed in the representative 
system, by a scheme of “graded election.” 
Instead of voting at municipal, legislative, 
and parliamentary election», the people are 
only to be permitted, if wb understand our 
contemporary, to vote for representatives 
in “the lowest,’* that is the township 
council In urban districts, the city or 
town council, being the initial unit of 
representation, would of course stand foe 
township. For illustration, let us take 
the county of York. According to the 
system of “graded” election, the peo­
ple in every township would elect their 
councils, the township councils would 
elect representatives to the county 
council of York, and that body would 
elect the representatives of the country to 
the Local House, which in turn would 
choose the representatives of Ontario at 
Ottawa. The Dominion representatives 
would thus be four oe five stages removed 
from the electorate. Use-find objection 
to the plan is a fatal bne : no free people 
would ever submit to the surrender of 
their electoral rights to township, county, 
or city councils. They know well enough 
how far the “ intelligence ” of Parliament 
would gain by a change ef that sort. The 
municipal councils are elected to discharge 
certain functions, and, on the whole, do 
discharge them remarkably well ; but to 
submit to them the choice of members of 
the Assembly, to the exclusion of the 
great mass of the depjyrt^isweld )>e dean 
out of the way. Nor would the change 
in the slightest week#*-the iparto sys­
tem ; on the contrary, f* would give it 
additional vigour. Every municipal coun­
cil would be elected on the caucus sys­
tem. The rights of minorities would be 
crushed, and we should, have the scrutin 
de liste with a vengeance. Partyiem 
would be rampant instead of subdued, 
and the partisan majority would elect the 
entire representation of a county, city, 
or a province. The election of the execu­
tive by the House is obnoxious to the ob­
jection that there would be a regular 
ticket of Ministers for which the majority 
would vote, as they now do practically 
when they give the Premier’s selection 
their confidence. We may perhaps mis­
understood the Bystander's proposal ; if 
not, we must be excused for saying (hat it 
seems impracticable and indefensible on 
any recognized theory of popular govern­
ment.

, THE CENSUS.
The present census of Canada will, of 

course, be more or less affected by the de­
pression which began in 1873 and continued 
till 1879. During that time our aggre­
gate trade, for instance, had de­
creased by nearly 960,000,000, our 
industries were all more or less in 
a state of struggle or decay, and our 
peoplg were leaving our shores in great 
numbers. There can be very little doubt 
we imagine that if the revival of trade in 
the United States had begun in 1876, 
1877, or early in 1878, there would have 
been s very alarming exodus from this 
country; in some quarters, where the 
population was generally engaged in manu­
facturing enterprises, them would have 
been a species of depopulation.

It may be considered as doubtful if the 
rate of progress from 1861 to 1871 haa 
been maintained from 1871 to 188L 
Both periods had certain marked condi­
tions of trade which affected the progress 
of the country. In the first period there 
was the unnatural and transitory stimulus 
afforded by the American war. This gave 
an impetus to trade which was meet bene­
ficial to this country. Then them followed 
the short period of depression consequent 
on the abrogation of the Reciprocity

recovered from, and the wave of prosperity 
had begun to roll in. The next period, of 
which the census wiH be immediately 
takenf began with two years of our greatest 
prosperity. In 1872 and 1873 the trade 
of Canada reached the highest point it has 
yet attained. But then there followed the 
period of depression from 1874 to 1879, 
during which trade, population, wealth, and 
enterprise diminished with rapidity. But 
in 1880, and as much of 1881 aa has 
gem by, there has been » revival of 
prosperity * every direction ; but not 
sufficient to bring up our wealth and 
population to the level of 1873, we would 
imagine. The rapid settlement of the 
North-West may prove an important 
factor in the new census; hot of course much 
of the population of the new provinces has 
been drained from the elder provinces, ad­
ding nothing to the total population, but al­
tering the aspect of provincial statistics in 
a probably appreciable degree. The com­
ing census wul therefore " give us figures 
that will not in all points submit them­
selves to the customary forms of compari­
son. No doubt the increase of the 
population, in spite of a lame exodus for 
the whole decade, will be round to have 
been considerable, probably equal to the

TT........„ -, , . - ' t-i-TOh..

all things considered we must look but for 
moderate figures of increase in the decade 
now dosed. We append some of the 
tables of the last census to enable our 
readers to mike comparisons when the re­
turns come in ;
POPULATION or CBXBf CITIES AND 

ABOVE 6,006 «HABITANTS, 
Plates. 18*1.

Mertmsl60,323
Quebec...............................  66,990
Toronto..........................  44,821
Halifax.... .Y,..*............. 28,096
St. John.........................   27,817
Hamilton..........................  16,066
Ottawa..............14,669

.............................. 11,866
Kingston.......................   13,743
Brantford.........................  6,861
8t Catharines.................. 6,284
Trois Rivières....................  6,068
Belleville.................... 6,227
Oadpt....m 6,076
Levis................................. 6,888,
Fredericton.............  6,662
Chatham........................  4,446
Sorti...............................  4,778
Port Hope.......................... 4,162

....... ............... 4,112

TOWNS

1871. 
107.225

59,699
56 092 
29,682 
98.806 
26,716 
21,645 
16,886 
12,407 
8,107 
7,864 
7,670 
7,305 
8.878 
6,691 
6,006 
6,873 
6,686 
6,114 
6,162

POPULATION BT PROVINCES.
Ontario...................... ......... ....1,620,861
Quebec...............i........, .1.191,516
Nova Scotia....,
New Brunswick

........ 387,800

........ 285,594

Grand total................................... 3,485,761
HOUSES OCCUPIED,

Ontario..............................................286,018
Quebec180,616
Nova 8ootia....... ..............................„ 43,679
New Brunswick.....................................82,801

672,718
OCCUPATIONS OP THE PEOPLE BT rrr.àmtn*

Agricultural clam............................  477,612
Oommengal tiass.............. ................ 76,201
Domestic time...................  60,104
Industrial class..212,808
Professional class....... ............ ...... 39,144
Notdsssed........... ............................. 143,079

AeeaeoATB value op industries. 
Insisted Number Totalsssr. sf»!»*??»'*-
98,671,866 66,714 77,206,183

wick,... 6,976,176 18,853 17,367,687
N. 8ootia.v 6,041,868 15,696 12,338,106

177,964,020 187,942 9221,617.778 
It it on each points as these of course 
that the public will seek for information 
after the taking of the present census.

THE REVENUE
The revenue continues to exttibit an 

agreeable expansion. The returns for 
Mardi are aa follows :

1380. 1881.-
Costoms............9M33464 98 $1,619440 16
B*o«*............  880.347 12 386,992 66
Other sources.. 282,627 01 400,864 04

Total............. $2,086,029 11 $2,406,186 74
Increase in Maroh $320,157 63

This cannot be otherwise than satisfactory 
to the Ministry. The anticipations of a 
handsome surplus will probably be moro 
than realized. The account stands at pre­
sent as follows for the year so far as it haa 
elapsed i
Estimated revenge............. $25.617.000
Receipts far nine months........... 20,991,074

Of course the last three months have 
«been comparatively dull month», and the 
beet quarter of the year is yet to come. 
The increases over the same months in the 
previous year are aS follows ;

Monti. Increase. ° ,i
July..... .. .um ~.$608,641 (y. 
August.887,780
September.............. .......... . 683,106
October,.448,946 
November..,«•«....,.,*.. 480,607 
December...,....;..,,..., 467,892 
January^600,993 
February.........a....... 394,217
March....»*......... ..... 320,167

Of course we may expect that April, May, 
and. June will give more than the average 
revenue of the other months. The Finance 
Minister’s revised estimates for the current 
year are aa follows :
Revised estimate<rf receipts....... $27.586,000
Revised estimate of expenditure.. 25,573,394 
Revised estimate of surplus    2,012,606

Figures like the above go » long way in 
consoling a Government for the lose of two 
seats, out of a majority of nearly ninety 
members. '

THE “EXODUS'* AGAIN.
The opening of spring business is the 

signal far a renewal of the “ exodus” out­
cry by the Opposition press. Of course 
people are going to the States, and people 
are coming from the States, just as people 
will soon be going to Europe and coming 
from -Europe. And the Opposition are 
again magnifying the outgoing numbers, 
while quite concealing the number of those 
who are returning from the States or are 
coming in from the Old World. Over sixty 
thousand persons came into Canada last 
year. Probably at least eighty thousand 
will come in this year. But who-ever heard 
the Opposition papers boasting of this in­
crease of population Î Not a line ever ap­
peared in any Opposition paper recognizing 
the influx. Now the official American 
figures (which are simply a caricature of 
statistics) of the il s»o «-»>**
greater 
tion ; 3
what speeches have been made 
what endless articles have been written 
—in recognition of the “ depopulation” of 
the country, the “ crushing effect of the 
“ N. P.,” and other like samples of Op­
position wit, and Opposition honesty. We 
had thought that the discussion» of the 
seen ou, toe report of Mr. Lowe, the 
speeches of Hon. Mr. Pope, and the 
figures that we published, would have 
checked the absurd outcry of the Opposi­
tion. But it renews itself with the spring 
among other growths of toe season. The 
mercantile people going for goods ; the 
travellers returning after a visit ; the an­
nual out-go of those who go away for half 
the year and remain at home the other 
half ; the servant girls ; the operatives in 
demand from Lower Canada—all thee»-&f$r 
without discriminaticst nut down asemi- 

ite, and we are told that the ocxmtry is 
drained of its pedple. There is no

___ of explanation of tfib>kodus at all,
or of the character of it One explana­
tion has indeed been given, and we quote 
it aa a peculiar specimen of Grit opinion. 
It is from the Globe's correspondence from 
Montreal :

“ The fact is that toe French-Canadians in 
the New England States and New York, B- 
linois, Michigan, and Indiana are to the native 
workingmen what the Chinees are to the den- 
uene of the Pacific slope. The Working- 
men’» Union of Chicago, a vary powerful or- 
ganuation, has protested very strenuously 
against the further introduction ef the French- 
(«radian labourer, and should the exodus go 
oa as it has dona for the past feus months, H 
would not he surprising to bear of French-, 
Canadian labour being the Nwt of riots 
fully as bed as any of those which have sought 

■to extirpate the heathen Chinee.”
The peculiar tone of offensivenese which 
runs tnrough the paragraph shows » want 
of . more qualities than discretion. The 
Frenah-Carialditna, particularly young girls,
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, Mr. Mackenzie’s policy was 
now ruling Canada ; if our sugar refineries 
were shut ep ; if our cotton mills were 
shut or running half time ; if our shoe 
factories Were struggling against slaughter­
ing ; and If at the same time our people 
were being made to pay the taxee which 
Mr. MAUKENtia proposed to put on them 
—after thknlSctions 1 It would be simply 
frightful; **)real depopulation would take 
place in many districts. And a very gen­
eral bankruptcy would cause the exodus 
to be of ti 46mewhat different class from 
Lower Province servant girls or French- 
Canadian factory hands. The business 
men, toej dulled artisans, toe heads of 
families would be going instead. Happily 
that is not so.'

x. . - •v<>
HONESTY AND ECONOMY.

It is exceedingly unfortunate for the 
organs of Opposition opinion that politics 
haa its traditions and the public keeps the 
faculty of memory unimpaired. If parties 
could start newly every session, and news­
paper» take a new tine in every issue, our 
Opposition friends would certainly have 
fine opportunities for exercising their un­
questioned talents far change, and their 
acquired contempt for consistency. But 
fate has ordered it otherwise. Traditions 
exist ; and people resent tergiversation in 
either men or newspapers. It is only with 
amusement, therefore, that we read the 
following in.the Opposition organ :

“ Doubtless both farmer and lumberman 
will hereafter he found determined that their 
industries shaff not be subjectodto thé imposi­
tion of any Customs tariff save that which is 
necessary to'produce a national revenue of 
sufficient site to support an honest and econo­
mical Government.1' , J

There are two pointe suggested hem :
L The tariff which is to be adopted by 

the “ next Government and 
2. The kind ef Government that is to 

adopt and administer it 
Aa to the kind of revenue affected 

at present by the so-called Tiber.i.; 
there is a decided vagueness abêtit 
it Nobody has so far ventured 
to give us (U) idea of what it da to be. A 
“ revenue tariff" as it is called, must be a 
tariff that will mise a revenue. Therefore 
it must be » tariff that will not allow of 
deficits. Therefore it most be higher than 
Sir Riohab* Cartwright's tariff There­
fore all tootb-who have been advocating a 
return to Ottti tariff are dishonest and 
deceptive perechis. Mr. Charlton has 
been frank enough to tell us jhat under 

t^wül have

, _ „ ___ _______ ________ titanes»-'
tiOti/'ks a reduotieULet taxation, is
<• complicated.’-’ It is obvious then that 
tiie “ revenue” tariff of the next Govern­
ment (whi$h Will arise with the next 
generation) will not be less “ bnrden- 
■‘ some” than toe present tariff, and that 
taxation under it will not be leae. On that 
point, therefore, the whole Opposition 
policy is déceptive, dishonest, and un­
fortunate. 1

But we are told that the revenue tariff 
desired B , t» j be one that will sup­
port an hottest and economical Govern­
ment Now, we hope that toe next Govern­
ment may be honest sad economical But 
men do not gather grapes of thorns nor figs 
of thistles ; and honesty and economy can 
by no means be the esaentM characteristics 
of any Government of which Mr. Blake 
and Sir Rmhabd Cartwright are mem­
bers. The Canadian public have had the 
chance of observing toe Grit party in Op­
position, in power, an# in Opposition again, 
for the past ten years and more. The ré­
sulta of public observation have not been 
favourable. Thus, as an Opposition in the 
first confederation period, the Grit party 
opposed bitterly the whole scheme of toe 
Pacific railway as arranged with British 
Columbia. But as a Government, with 
every chance of abandoning the terms, they 
adopted them, boasted of them, and carried 
them out m their own way with boundleu 
extravagance. As an Opposition again, 
they have exhibited a shifty dishonesty in 
their opinions from year to year regarding 
the Pacific railway and the way of building 
it, the public lands and the way of dispos­
ing of them, and toe quantity and quality of 
those lands. We do not need to go into 
particular», having during the session made 
particulars ip these matters our constant 
topics. The public, we believe, fully ap­
preciates toe “ honesty ” of the Grit party.

As to tbeif “economy ” but little need 
be said. On recent occasions we have 
shown that the late Government, after 
solemn pledgee of “ economy,” increased 

public expenditure from a little over 
’,000,000, for which Sir Leonard 

Bible in 1873-4, to an 
estimate ef 920400,000 and over in 1874-4, 
partly in ordqr to gratify their taste for ex­
penditure, and pertly to make it appear 
that the preview Government had left

the l
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Our “ liberal ” friends will have to out 
the chain of tradition and confuse the pub­
lic mind very touch before they can hope 
to pose with spooees before this country as 
the only “ honest ” and the sole “ econo- 
“ mieal” party.
LORD BEAOONSFIBLJyS ILLNESS 

There will be general sense of relief 
everywhere within the bounds of the 
Empire at thejtid ffgs that thebe is some 
proqrotiaf IkM BkAOONSnELD’s recovery. 
He is a strong believer, as the world 
knows, in will; power, and courage. Now, 
although these will certainly not cure 
bronchial asthma, they . unquestionably 
exert a powerful influence upon the condi­
tions favourable to convalescence. True 
to his established character, the ex-Premier 
faces death with true Semitic calmness ; 
but, unless the cable rumour be unfounded, 
he has coma to the conclusion that his term 
of life is not yet at an end. We know so 
little of the full effect of the mind upon 
the body that it is not in the power of any 
nhyaichih or physiologist to set bounds to 
it. One thing to certain, that to be confi­

dent of____
a favourable 
always kills. 
Lordshii

______
r was pot much more 
a at the )ti» his
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than a decade younger at _ 
decease. It is true the*
Earl’s immediate p 
through a troubled life. w. 
had made a fortune before be 
and had only to tutu his tfic 
make it increase. His ' 
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calmly, or rather v< 
old books.

But although Earl _ 
seen a great deal of wear - —
have others, such as Wellington, Ros- 
sell, Brougham, Lysbhumt, and others 
who nevertheless overpassed 
Moreover, notwithstanding 
taste», he appears to 
vitality on system. In 
possesses some traits of 
themselves conduce to lo­
be no greater contrast than 
vous impatience—not to ^ 
of Mr. Gladstone and the 
stoicism of Lord BiAOONSTiam. 
ever the cause—and it doubtless 
from temperament—the ex-Premier is 
never put out, and appeal*, an the surface 
at all events, equal to any fortune. His 
enemies will of course attribute this to his 
cynical contempt for public opinion ; but 
we are not just now concerned with the , 
cause of the fact sp much as with the fact 
itself. A few weeks ago th» London 
Spectator, a Liberal journal, pointed out 
this difference between the two leaders, 
and attributed to Mr. Gladstone’* irrita­
bility the palpable advantage possessed by 

and opponent. Aryan excitable-his senior and opponent. _________ _
ness, the latter would say, is no match for 
Oriental resignation to destiny. - ' • 

Atallevents, it is matterf or general congra­
tulation that Earl Beaoonsiteld has notyet 
succumbed to the weight of years. His 
death, whatever verdict may ultimately be 
passed upon his romantic career, would" 
leave a void not easy to fill He haa.been 
extravagantly eulogised and meruileatiy 
condemned ; but few will deny that he is 
a sditoiy figure in the long roll of Eng­
lish Premiers—one whose like wee never 
seen before, nor will probably arise again. 
Of course, under the circumstances, it 
waa proper that the Conservative should 
set their hoi* in order and prepare for 
the worst At the mi« time not jnneh 
reliance is to be placed in the rumours. 
Earl Cairns is an able man. yet hi* ability 
is chiefly forensic, and we fancy that, not­
withstanding all toe objections which may 
be urged against Lord Salisbury, his 
claims are too weighty to be ignored.

SCIENCE AND RELIGION, 
Lately wq have had occasion to protect 

against rigid dogmatism, ia theology. The 
imposition of purely intellectual beliefs in 
the place of faith, scripturnliy defined; can 
scarcely be called the besetting sin of the 
present age. So far aa it retains power 
it has come down as a heritage from cen­
turies gone by- It is not pretended that 
the men who penned existing creeds end 
confessions were inspired. That -they 
Were earnest and good men, according ip 
their lights, is* not disputed by anyene as 
tar as we know. They claimed the right to 
give their interpretation of Holy Writ, 
which they had a perfect right to do. Per­
haps. at the time, there wfs nothing for.it 
but to make them authoritative. Yet it 
must not he forgotten thait. the jLefuÇntjij}, 
Churches, by their very existence, were a 
standing protest against |he imposition of 
dogmas by any human authority. The 
right of private judgment ' was tiro saEêht 
principle Which lay at the root of the Re­
formation both on the Continent aqd in 

Indeed, without admitting it, the 
upheaval of the sixteenth century 

dhavebeen without meaning. It was it-

Britain.

self a revolt against authority in the nature 
of religion ; and therefore there could be so 
halting-place, logically, -between compre­
hension in itt widest sense—st generous ad­
mission of inevitable differencee of opinion 
within the Church—end * 
system theoretically resndiBUu.. -

Unfortunately, most of the Reformed 
Churches chose the latter alternative. 
Whilst rejecting emphatically the princi­
ple which was the basis of thé old' Cnnreji, 
they adopted its methods. The : rebels
against authority themselves, imposed a 
heavier yoke than that which neither they 
nor their fathers were able to beat. The 
love of metaphysical definition end dog­
matic precision which influenced them led 
to the concoction of symbols amt formu­
laries which contained much that was tin- 
demonstrable by Scripture, and still more 
that was absolutely beyond the scope of 
human reason. There certainly {s mo 
warranty in the sacred volume for any such 
tests of Christian orthodoxy. The practice 
of the primitive Church is. embalmed in 
the Gospels and the Acts ft the Apostles ; 
who authorized any man or body of men 
to contract the limit of Chsfatian fellow­
ship, to the exclusion of those whom their 
Lord ana His authorisedsuoeessors had hot 
excluded t It was against the tendency to 
tighten the theological hands that Milton 
protested vehemently at the height of the 
dogmatic fever. To him it appeared of 
6vu omen that the very men who hgd 
ostensibly relieved the Church of: one bur­
den should so soon impose another more 
galling and onerous. - - - -

But there wee some excuse for these 
who, in the time of the Tudors and the 
Commonwealth, were unable to extricate 
themselves from the time-worn rats. No 
such defence can be offered now for those 
who, in toe tight of the nineteenth cen­
tury, still persist in following their ex­
ample, and clinging to théir untenable 
definitions, The superetitibus reverence 
for articles and confessions is one of the 
strangest phenomena of the day. When 
we hear men urging that anything may 
be made out of the Bible ia. the 
doctrine, we cannot help .thinking that 
these ultra-Protestants have Unconsciously 
adopted the old mediaeval Couplet—“ This 
“ is the book where each his dogma seeks ; 
“ this is the book, where each hhi dogma 
“ finds.” If Scripture giyes an uncertain 
sound about merely intellectual préposi­
tions, is it not a dear proof that they 
were not intended to be the foundation of 
the Christian faith I And if it be aSent, 
or ambiguous in its utterances, where are 
the credentials of those irhd assume the 
right to propound a supplementary revela­
tion 1 The very fact that Christianity ia 
not dogmatic—that it teaches religion but 
not theology—cute the ground from be­
neath the feet of those who give a fare- 
most place to the latter.

Among the mischiefs wrought by dogma­
tism, in addition to the ordinary strain 
upon the Ohri^ian conscience, is the 
antagonism between religion, and science— 
or rather between theology 'and science. 
The mistakes committed,-on both sides, 
have been distinctly aggravated by the 
dogmatism on beth sides. For science, as 
we now know more clearly than ever be­
fore. can be as dogmatic as, theology. In­
deed, whilst the tendency to tolerance in 
reb'gious opinion is_ spreading more and 
more, the science 
palpably arrogant

they we merely paying off the theologians 
in their own coin ; and it is deeply to be 
regretted that it ever issued from the mini 
Stop by step, science has been compelled 
to struggle with dogmatism, and now, 
having gained what it considers a vantage- 
ground, it has imbibed, in turn, the same 
mischievous spirit Yet between religion 
and science there can be no conflict, so 
tong as each pursue# its own way in peace. 
The timidity of prof awed Christians, be­
sides demonstrating their want of true 
faith, haa emboldened the scientist, and 
he now takes the aggressive. Out of 
an ingenious and probably half-true 
hypothesis, modem science has woven a 

and a somewhat bald sort of

wrong!
doctrine of evolution is no new one, for it, 
was held by Christian fathers and scholas-' 
tie divines centuries before Mr. Darwin 
came into the world. As Prof. Wilkinson 
admits in the Contemporary Review, scien­
tific men “ must be content to recognize 
“ its value as a probable hypothesis, and its 
“ incalculable value se a working one.” The 
“ missing link ” between the anthropoid 
apes and man ia not forthcoming, either 
from actual life or from the strata ; and so 
long as that is the case, we are quite justi­
fied in pronouncing the descent of man on 
thé Darwinian system unproven, and in all 
probability unprovable. There is nothing 
to prevent the acceptance of the general 
evolution principle ; indeed, it opens out 
a view of the Divine order and working in 
many respecte grander than any other. If 
science would mil be eo much given to posi­
tive assertion, and theology to shrieking, 
there need be no conflict at alL

EDITORIAL NOTES.

, The Opposition organa are unanimously of 
the opinion that seven seats gained by the 
Government since 1878 are not nearly so 
numerous as two seats lost within the same 
period. Their arithmetic is as elastic as their 
principles. _____ '

It is pleasing to find Reformers testifying 
—unconsciously though it may be—to the 
value of the National Policy. One of the 
tost to come forward and make known hit 
willingness to be ruined by the tariff is Mr. 
A. T. Wood, of Hamilton, who ia one of the 
directors of the new cotton mills company 

•now applying for incorporation.

The Grit press ia jubilant over the successes 
of the party ia East-Northumberland and. 

.Carleton. Aa Barham says, “ When a little 
heart is fall, a little sets it off,” and the 
jubilation over a gain of two seats as against 
jk loss of seven does not teem to have great 
justification. If this be the reaction, it ia 
like Hdtty’s baby in “ Adam Bede”—“ Such 
a little one." ________

A correspondent at an esteemed contempor­
ary writes :—“ I assure you I have little re­
spect for those Canadians who see so much of 
good on this side, and so tittle at home. I 
must confess I am ashamed of the Rochester 
papers. The Herald has a new drees, and is 
much more presentable now. I tike it beet, 
though it is the smallest bat one of oar daily 
papers. The Toronto Man. is a splendid 
paper. For good cheap reading matter you 
certainly are ahead of na.”

In the “ Reminiscence» of Thomas Carlyle” 
it i| claimed that Fulton borrowed his idea of 
the stoamhoaFfrom a Scotch emigrant named 
John Bell, who had become familiarised with

baafcsupt and broken-hearted
failure to achieve his purpose. . ____
cousins will, of course, deny the validity of 
this alaim, bet it seems well founded.

The Walkerton Telescope says, in reference 
to a hfntal insinuation made against Sir 
Qharles Tapper by one of its political allies, 
that “ there is no doubt that Sir Charles Tap­
per was seriously iü, and there is aa little 
doubt that he went to Europe on the advice 
of his physicians. There is nothing to be

ed by thus slandering an opponent.
Telescope does its party some service 

by this protest, which we trust will not be 
allowed to pits unheeded by three who have 
elicited it

The Kingston British Whig has struck the 
golden mean between protection and free trade 
in the shape of a revenue tariff. In other 
words, it gives up free trade simpiiciter as 
being virtually impracticable so far as Canada 
is concerned, and impliedly therefore un­
sound in principle. We are glad to see even 
this much of common sense in the Whig’s ct- 

,teranees on the question, hot a little consul 
oration will, we think, convince our content- 
partly that he has missed the tree mean by 
exactly the difference between a revenue 
tariff and the National Policy.

The Globe made an untrue statement about 
Hon. John OUonnor. The statement was 
oorreeted in Parliament, but repeated with a 
professed belief in its truth the next day. 
Mr. O’Connor gave a more explicit denial 
yesterday in a totter to the Globe, the editor 
of which intimates that Mr. O’Connor must 
rebeive the benefit of his denial, hat “ before 
A parliamentary committee farther interroga­
tories may be put” The Globe is trying to 
kill Mr. O'Connor politically 'in order that it 
may write <m his tombstone, “ Done to death 
by slandflfane tongues," The attempt, like 
many others of the same kind, will fai ; and 
pi to a parliamentary committee, the remains 
of tile Reform party now in Parliament w31 
never Sak for it

A Michigan legislator attempted to settle the 
drink difficulty by introducing a hill exacting 
a license fee from all purchasers of intoxi­
cants. The majority of his fellow-members 
waxed fanny at the expense of himself and 
his measure. One member proposed to con­
vert the license certificate into a species of 
morel liver pad by requiring the license to be 
printed upon cardboard twelve inches square 
ia red, white, and blue colours, and hung in 
some ooeapioeoua position on the person. The 
prohibitionists voted against the bill, Mr. 
Ladu explaining that none could give ad­
hesion to the principle of license, however 

ions might appear the reasons therefor.
■ fifteen of the representatives favoured 

, which was rejected. ■

=
Canadian article. Here the doctrinaires have 
a double stock of argumenta. If the prices 
of home manufactured articles rise they say :

We toM you so ; the manufacturers under 
your iniquitous tariff are robbing the poor 
dear consumers. ” If, as a result of competi­
tion, there is a fall in prices, they can with 
equal apparent sincerity take another line, 
and say : " Just as we predicted ; the com­
petition and over-prodnetion which your 
iniquitous tariff has caused are reining the 
poor dear manufacturera.” There is nothing 
ike predicting all round the compass, for in 
that case one prophecy at toast most be 
verified.

The Belleville Ontario publishes a lettre 
containing the following paragraph :

16 A good story is being told (for truth) of our 
friend Cochrane, who has been going the 
rounds arm and arm with Mr. Kennedy. 
Bright and early Mr. C. was on hand, and as 
soon as the polls were open he wss the first 
man to record hit vote. The returning officer 
being somewhat anxious to know how Mr. 
C. would vote, examined very closely the 
ballots, rod to his surprise found the first one 
dropped in to be a blank, he not voting at" 
alL Our Catholic friends are feeling very 
indignant about the matter, rod to they may.” 
The Intelligencer denounces this statement aa 
a gratuitous libel upon both Mr. Cochrane 
and the returning officer, the latter of whom 
must have committed perjury if it ia true. 
After this we can have no hesitation in be­
lieving the stories told of the tactics pursued 
during the canvass to compass Mr. Kennedy’s 
defeat.

Herr Most, who was arrested in London 
the other day for proposing the assassination 
of the Emperor of Germany, ia evidently a 
bloodthirsty writer. The issue of his paper, 
the Frexhcit, the 'day after the aeaaesmation 
of the Czar, appeared with a red border 
round the front page. The first article waa 
headed, in large capitals, “ At Last !” and 
begins thus, “ Triumph 1 Triumph I ! The 
word of the poet has been fulfilled. One of 
the moat abominable tyrants of Europe, who 
has long been appointed for destruction, and 
who, knowing this, had, in his wild ven­
geance, doomed untold heroes rod heroines of 
tiie Russian people to death or imprisonment 
—the Emperor of Russia—is no more.” A 
similar strain of exultation ran through the 
remainder of the paper. A paragraph in the 
same journal, referring to the Mansion House 
outrage, speaks of the package of gunpowder 
as having been placed theye by an unknown 
hand, the word “ unknown” being signifi­
cantly placed between inverted commas.

Litigation in Chancery is just as expensive 
a luxury in England to-day as it was when 
Dickens wrote his celebrated satire. Re­
cently a frugal servant girl, being about to 
emigrate to New Zealand, made application 
to obtain possession of three hundred pounds 
which she had saved and allowed her em­
ployers to place in the hands of trustees. 
The trustees were perfectly willing to surren­
der the money, but required the consent of 
the Master of the Rolls. A friendly suit waa 
instituted and the necessary permission was 
obtained, hot the costs amounted to two. 
hundred rod sixteen ] 
woman but 
hardly gained 1 
self in her new home. Lord Coleridge, on 
hearing of the facte, which came incidentally 
before nim a few days ago, very aptly said, 
“ It appears as if Chancery, to prevent any 
one from being hurt, sometimes takes care 
that nobody should get any good.” Things 
are not quite so bad in the Canadian courte, 
but they are bad enough, and it often happens 
that the poor client finds himself pretty well 
shorn before he escapes from the hands of the 
fraternity. _____ ______

The Globe says that the first duty of the 
Government is to “ reverse their foolish fitcal 
policy.” Mr. Huntington says that that 
policy, or its like, must be continued in ty 
the present Ministers’ possible successors, and 
that “sugar refiners and other manufac­
turers ” need tear no change in that respect. 
Mr. Charlton ditto. “ When rogues fall out 
honest men come by their own,” but when 
partisans disagree the leader of the party is 
m danger of losing the influence which be­
longs to him by right of his position. In the 
language of a very pure Reformer, addressed 
to a Reformer whs was not then deemed so 
very pure, Mr. Blake “ had better speak 
now.” Wien he raised the standard of re­
volt against the dictatorship a few years ago 
the rebellion was pat down within the his­
torical “ ninety days ” of President Lincoln. 
The conditions are reversed. The rebels are 
now the rulers-of former days. We shall see 
if the old dictatorship is successfully revived, 
or if the new leader rests himself upon the 
support of the protectionist wing of his party. 
The signs'all indicate that he must make his 
choice, rod quickly. '

The Halifax Herald thinks that the Grits 
ought to be proud of the result to Carleton 
because :

“ The Grit tactics were so admirable. They 
organized and canvassed secretly ; kept their 
candidate in the background until a.late day, 
rod then successfully attempted to create the 
impression among Ministerialists that they 
had no expectation of winning, thus disarm­
ing the friends of the Government. The Grit 
falsehoods about the syndicate contract, in. 
crease of taxation, mortgaging every man’s 
farm, etc., had taken root in the bumtirod 
districts and no especial effort was made to 
dig them up.”
In abort, onr friends by the sounding sea were 
over-confident, while the opponents of the 
N. P. “kept their candidate in the back­
ground.” A Grit candidate is a good man 
to keep in the background. His being there 
adds to the perspective. At the asms time 
our friends everywhere should organise eo 
that the Grit candidate may be left in the 
background, not only during the canvas^ but 
upon election day. The slanders concerning 
the syndicate go without, mentioning. The 
beet way to meet their is by producing the 
terms of the bargain. Mr. Blake will not 
attempt to deny that which he has admit- 
ted in the House of Commons.

The Socialists of Brooklyn rod Chicago are 
agitating against the payment of rent, on the 
ground that rent, in any shape, is a robbery. 
•In Chicago, at a meeting held last Sunday, it 
waa received to farm an anti-rent organisa­
tion, rod it was suggested that it would be a 
good thing if the cholera would carry off all 
the landlords. Bent day is by no means the 
happiest day in any tenant’s experience, bat

is;and Chicago notably, rents are toniby 
_ . in view of whioh a struggle for a re­

duction or against an increase might be rea­
sonable. Bet the aim of the Brooklyn rod 
Chicago Socialists ia far too sweeping ; and 
it is to be feared that the energies of the 
agitators will be ganged by the sise of the 
collection which is taken up at each meeting.

American railway men aay they can build 
railways cheaper with home-made steel rails 
thro they could some years ago with im­
ported iron rails. Free-traders in the United 
States nevertheless repeat that protection is 
a device to enhance prices far the benefit of 
mroufactorers. The United States free- 
triSUS see not hall so ingenious aa Rw

Sidney Smith knew a man who spoke 
disrespectfully of the equator, rod we have 
just made the acquaintance of a Scotch news­
paper which speaks slightingly of the kilt. 
Had it been any other than a Scotch news­
paper we should have hesitated to note it, 
but coming from the Glasgow Herald the 
following is well worthy of reproduction :

“It is remarkable that we-may spend 
weeks in the Highlands without once meet­
ing with the Highland dress. A real High­
lander laughs if asked why he does not wear 
it, and says that it was invented by the Lon­
don tailors, rod would coat him twenty 
pounds, whereas he caa buy an ordinary suit 
for five or six. It ia only seen on English­
men, or on those lairds who spend the 
veer out of Scotland, and on the servants and 
gillies whom they drees up in it. The fact is 
that in former days all the Highland gentry 
who could afford it wore, the trews, rod those 
who could not wrapped their legs in nos or 
haybrods, and twisted their blanket» about 
them m the most becoming way they could. 
Some even wore a shirt beneath the blanket, 
which blanket waa need at night as their 
only bed-covering. The possession of a pair 
of trews waa then a mark of gentility.”
The same writer contends that “the kiltie 
only preserved in the army to please fops rod 
romantic ladies. The beat of it is, not one 
man in a Highland regiment 
wore it in his life till ha entered the

AfoirMranks aa a private.’1 this—the drtaga.

Work will be resumed about the middle 
of this month on Section 15 of the Canada 
Pacific railway, the section formally awarded 
by the Whitehead contract, which waa taken 
off the hands of the contractors by the Gov­
ernment. The work remaining to be done 
consists of filling rod ballasting. About five 
,hundred men and two steam shovels will be 
employed. It is intended to eompleto this
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SPORTS AND Pi
AQUATICS.
WALLACE ROSS.

Sr. John, N.B., April 2.—NJ 
received from Halifax, N.S., f 1 
Association decline to notice 
as they did not receive “ official^ 
Boss tud a reporter that if he i 
fnl in arranging a race with 
other oarsmen named, he wool 
tenge to Hmlan for a race for i 
and he (Roes) does not want i 
time or distance either at start < 
is confident of his ability to 
in the world, bat before c halle 
he is anxious to wipe out his defd 
as well as silence the brag of I 
Courtney,

trickbtt’s next :
Edward Trickett, the Au 

has made a match to row a race i 
Kirby, of Southampton, in 
for £100 a side, on Easter Tue 
The articles call for a straight- 
coast skiffs not exceeding 18 fee 
be clinch-built in not less than < 
a side, the wings to be built ( 
The course is to be from two 
twenty-five yards apart off 1 
to the Royal Pier, Southampton, | 
is to be rowed according to the i 
by the Oxford-Cambridge boat 
pilot-boats. Kirby is a native i 
ton, is twenty-nine years old, \ 
6 inches high, and weighs 154 
has a good local reputation, and ] 
a number of south-coast reg 
pairs, and skiffs. Trickett ini 
friend in New York says he 
win, rod that he will almost 
afterwards sail for New York 
Charles Reed’s offer to prepare 
Saratoga Lake during the sum: 
pected that he will meet Wall 
if he does, a hard and’ well-coni 
looked for. It is thought not 
thatBiley, Hosmer, and even 
want a trial with the ex-champi

TURF. 
she queen’s plate to be

BONTO.
Mr. Patteson has received a 1 

Governor-General’s secretary 
the welcome information that j 
Plato of 1881 is to be run fa. 
This concession is doubtless in| 
to be sooepted as a recognition < 
partnre in racing which is 
promoters of the Ontario Jock| 
Ilia Excellency’s patr 
sure, could not be bestowed on a| 
ject. If other towns, solicit» 
our, are disappointed, they i 
that this plate was in 1860 
Prince of Wales to Toronto, i 
was then no notion whatever 
being made what the Parlia 
then was, a perambulating 
company ing the secretary’s i 
of regulations rod conditions, 
for horsey “ foaled, raised, rod 1 
province, which have never 
public money to carry v 
all entry money in addition to j 
guineas to go to the 
is nothing, however, to 
club giving a prize to 
horse, and we hope to see this « 
as it cannot help having a 
effect on the number of 
will be ran st the Woodbine Ps_ 
ion Day, under the authority of | 
Jockey Club, who are thus 
good send off” Entries 
scrutinized, rod any endeavour | 
imported stock may as well 
abandoned—though such things J 
ed, we know. On the last 
race being run at Toronto it 
Mary L, afterwards disqu 
Norah B., an unfortunate
the field then assembled, ■___
made the best name for himself j 
of our tnrf history ; bat of all f 
Queen’s Platers the palm must 
Nettie, who waa undoubtedly aj 
racehorse. The daughter of u 
Countess won in a large field 
market track when CoL Jei 
kept the course, but though no 
at the stud she has not orodne 
good as herself. The 1st Julyl 
date thro the 24th May, as 
time to ripen, rod need not i 
ried treatment which has 
promising colts. When the 
as it is this season, it is absolut! 
to fit s green horse for racing so j 
anniversary of Her Majesty’s 1 "

CRICKET.
MEETING 07 THE ONTARIO .
On Monday the first annual i 

Ontario Cricket Association 
Rossin house, the attendance 
Highly representative one. 
business of the meeting was the J 
of the roles, rod several radical i 
made, which will no doubt 1 
local interest in the va ~ 
encourage the practice of the i 
One'of the most important to ( 
the province into districts in 
rious clubs wiH compete against < 
(ore the winner finally enters 
pionship. This will prevent i 
barred from further competition! 
defeat, rod it is expected will 
the average playing. Other 
factory changes were also made, i 
dation adjourned after doing i 
work.

ANSWERS TO COEBESPOl
W. H. C., Demorestville.—I 

vertising columns.
Brantford.—In Sutherli 

land, Jan. 11, 1815.
Engineer,- Hamilton. - 

was born on June 9th, 1781.
M. E. M., Lakefield, Ont- 

oec tient. No answers by mail.
E. H., London, Ont.—I 

3,254,260 ; Canada, 3,485,761.
H. G M,, Brantford.—Yes, 

city in the county of Armagh,
Subscriber.—Mr. U. Boddy,| 

fa secretary of the Ontario 
tion.

B. , Thedford.—If she is 
her admission into one of the ] 
tie asylums.

C. S., Barrie.—2 mins. 43 
John Keen, at Wolvarhamp 
23, 1877, with a flying start.

R. R., Port Hope.—At wh 
Manitoba rod the North-We 
mOmeter occasionally falls to fa

A, McFall, Thornhill.—\ 
Minister of Agriculture at 
have not the information you i

Jockey, Woodstock.—Kit 
weight was 40 lbs. when he wo 
Cup on the Duke of Richmond)) 
1844.

Bay Mark, Oakville.—Put i 
Volunteer, owned by Mr. T 
stock. A better hitch could 
desired.

RichaKd Hudson, 
population of New York city in I 
ing to the census taken in 
818,669.

Pes., Detroit.—The first 
Astiey belt now held by Ro 
March 18th to 23rd inclusive,! 
Agricultural Hall, London, 
won with a record of 6201 i 
of Chester, being second 
Rowell, “ Blower ” Brown, 
were all among the eighteen <

We, Smith, Florence, 
mare that is troubled with 
lice ; a white scurf raises ■ 
ed ; it troubles most in the 
the hind torn. Several 
fallen out. The mare haï been) 
She has been in this way f 
mvnthe. Answer — Th) 
veterinary surgeon, Mx.


