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For the (Colonial Farmer.

RURAL TOPICS.

“ SETTING BENS.
Thoro ar.V^io expressions in the 

English language in the use of which 
people make more mistakes than in 
speaking of sitting hens, or hens that 
sit oi desire to sit. These errera a rise 
from an imperfect knowledgk of the 
use of the verbs to sit and to set. To 
sit, as wo all know, is the actof sitting, 
as in a chair or on a nest; hut to set 
is the act of ptaoirig a thjng W»' 
place or position, as eggO fn a t 
so we car. correctly say'a setting of 
eggs. We can also sziy, “1 have set 
a hen," because it required cither some 
act of ours to place her on the nest, as 
putting eggs in it and sotting the hen 
thereon, or she went upon it volun
tarily, by which act she set herself 
upon the eggs; but as soon as she had 
adjusted herself In the nest she be
comes a sitting hen. We should, there
fore, say 11 A hen sits, is sitting or 
desires to sit,” and “ a setting of eggs 
fOr a Jien I am going to sot that wants 
to sit;’’ and in no si 
ly say ** a setting 
that wants to set,’*

MANDE!. WURXÉ

From a paper read 
men’s Association ^struct as follows : 
“ From the expoiflnLhts that I have 
made I am strongly inclined to the 
opinion that for cow the majority of 
our cheese dairymen and other façro-. 
ers included will find the mangel 
wurzel the most valuable of all our 
root crops for cows ; and the carrot 
the most valuable for homes, 
am correct in tlvtsoiijliioji, jgpl 
think I am, the next question 
coi.nes up is : ‘ Which is the best way 
to cultivate them ?’ Here let me say, 
once fur all, that I do not believe it 
possible to raise a largo crop of màngel 
wurzel, parsnips or carrots upon poor 
land, or even upon good land, unless 
tb|y have at lflBst fair cultivation. It 
is p^È-ibl» to gat a fti-wAp of t4$#i ps

taken for the lalÿi^u

awawrii

i paesieie to get
upon land that is only moderately 
rich, and with only indifferent culti
vation ; but even hero you will And 
failure much oftfencr ttvtn success ; 
hence let me advise all not to attempt 
the growtl} o' these crops Unless they 
are able and willing to comply with 
tho following oonditiops; ryig: very 
rich soil, and that in ggpdj cojpdijioÿ, 
plenty of manure and thorough culti
vation. With these conditions you 
may raise not only largo crops, but 
very large and very profitable ones.' ’ 
'This writer is correct in saying -that 
carrots are valuable for horses, and 
they are also valqablq for cows. 
O .ving to $e fact that ,ÿ|n0elÉ oaf 
bo grown at about half tho expense 
per bushel that it cost to produce 
carrots, it may ho true that they, as 
ho says, are the best root crop to grow 
for cows.

of the hens died very suddenly on 
several farms in the neighborhood 
The birds were in good condition, 
with crops well filled, hut not too 
hard, with food when attacked. The 
first symptons were mopishness and 
entire suspension of digestion. There 
was no appearance of diarrhea or 
cholera. Yet, I believe this disease 
is sometime taken for the lat 
aboeuutef jj
iivtSS *
frequcatly, and kept very still. Many- 
died in a few hours, some the socmd 
day, and others on the third or fourth 
ley; and after tjjp^ death their combs 

Mack. In looking around 
tlie [.remises to see if there was any 
local cause for the sickness. I found 
n the hot sun, a pool of foul, thick, 
tagnant manure water, that had set 

tied into the fowls’ yard from a pile 
of manure close by, alter a heavy rain. 
The fowls were shut up in the yard 
and bad fresh water supplied daily in 
their drinking vessel. But hens ’will 
always drink from any dirty puddle 
that happens to be in their way ; and 

these circumstances, sick, 
very likely be product 

ad of many cases, Bimill
Israel

lera, anfjpn 
agnanl Hter 
is worthWtingPb tl 
ural may look out and pi 

curranee of the kind on 
farm, and thus save their fowls. I did 
not see the stock in the case I mention, 
until it was too late to save any. 
l£qet of them were already dead ; in 
all, seventeen died out of twenty.”

GRAPE WINE.

hing is wine 
Wo make 
” and also 

from other fruits, but they 
are simply drinks, not wine. Many 
people who have grapes enough to 
make a few gallons of wine, often ask 
how it should he made, and I propose 
to answer that questisn as fully as my 
space will admit—that is, how it can

your iron-bound cask or keg, and 
never attempt to make less than five 
gallons. Three gallons of grapes in 
tho bunch will m»6e ono gallon of 
juice, called must, or with tho addition 
of two pounds of sugar to a gallon of 
must, nncUbq vsp of avliule-watoirip

larreiB Tifni* nrlrafr^of j

wines

fi|»-ciDgJo^t}tb| la 
'pïmiate* two tiari

Then fill up the cask and bong it 
tight. Small syphons are used some
times to allow the compressed sir to 
escape, with one end in a vessel of 
water, by which no outside air roaches 
the wine.

.Wines made by wine companies, or 
individuals, in iurge quantitids on the 
most scientific principles, end from 
grppes that naturally contain con
siderable alcohol, do not require 
any sugar to make them “keep;” 
hut all such wines are less palatable 
lo-lbeitasto of our rnaal families than 
those 1 ’that are ** home made ” with' 
sugar. Indeed, our ladies would ay 
jioon drink a glass of poor, bid, sour 
cider, as a. glass of American wine ad 
made in Ohio and California by pro
fessional wine makers. I consider it 
a very difficult thing to take grapes 
as tbey/arc found in our gardens, with 
none as tested wine grapes of value,' 
and make perfectly pure wine—nothing 
but the pure juice of the grape—and 
have it keep well in ordinary cellars 
over the first summer season ; but'it 
can he done with good wine grapes 
by on experienced “ home-made ” wine 
maker, by taking only the most per
fect, and fully ripe fruit

There is another way of making» 
wine. All grape juice contains a 
certain per centage of alcohol—eiaetiy 
such spirits as are sold as alcohol in 
drug stores; and when people drink, 
what they call “pure wines” they 
imbibe with it from ten to twelve per 
cent, of spirits of wine, or alcohol. 
Now, if we use more water in our last 
pressing of the pomace—and not a 
drpp should be used in “ pure ” «vines 
—and odd, say a half pint-of “ pure 
spirits ” (alcohol of the strength of 
whiskey), to a gallon of must, with the 
usual quantity of sugar, wo can make 
a barrel of wine w;lh about two barrels 
of grapes, that is pqualj in quality to 
that otherwise made ;and a great deal 
batter than some of the sale wines. 
But many persons will ohjedt to making 
yieb wine, “been use it contains liquor,” 
but it only contains six per cent, more 
“liquor” than the wine that is sup
posed. to be “ pure.;” and it only 
differing from such wine in the degree 
of alcoholic spirit that it contains. It 
takes generally about nine months for 
a cask of homemade wine to fine itself, 
and become properly clear, when It 
will bp ready for use, but the older it 
is tbe batter il is, In the following 
May after the wine is made, » sppond 
fermentation takes place in a slight

A Gooo Hint.—If you want tho 
strawberry bed that has borne you a 
good crop this season to bear well 
next year, work it out thoroughly 
and manure well as soon as it is 
through bearing.**Don’t put it off 
until tho bed is filled with weeds and 
grass. First plow or spade the ground 
between tho rows, cutting the rows 
jdown narrower ; then work the rows 
but well with a fork potato digger, 
end scatter ih them a good quantity 
of well-rotted compost, guano or 
pood retie. It is n good plan to draw 
fresh earth in among tho plants.— 
Fruit Recorder.

Bee Keeping for Boys.—Boys on 
tbe farm can lay up a nice little sum 
of money every year by keeping a 
few stocks of hoes. Qninby, tho best 
authority on boos that ever lived in 
this country, says that a stock of bees 
is better than a hundred dollars at 
interest. If they see-properly taken 
care of, (herb m no doubt of it. Ten 
dollars a Stock is a very reasonable 
estimate of profits from a well con
ducted apiary. : The lessons in nature 
that the bare of bees would inculcate, 
would alone- pay for all the trouble 
experienced. Every farmer's boy, old 
enough' to toko card of them, ought to 
have a stock- of bees in a movable- 
comb hive, to commence with. If the 
father possesses the requisite linow 
ledge to direct' iir the care of this 
stock, it migh<1to‘lHd'fOuhdation of a 
substantial fortune.—-B*’ Keeper.

---- 1—-------■—
Value of, Poultry. /

rapes may huffice for a barrel of wine. : degree ; and the wine does not become

MONEY IN BEEF.
It,is policy for farmers to sell cows 

that fail in ihdlr’iAifk'at this sc®son 
of tho year, to others who fatten them, 
and make money by the business. 
No one can fatten stock cheaper than 
farmers can. They need a good 
pasture exclusively for fattening 
cattle ; that is, Ihougli such pasture 
should be fenced oft to feed one, two, 
or as many ànimalÀas'ooe dcslrtm to 
fatten. I see no good reason why 
such slock should not, in tho absence 
of other good pasture, bo turned upon 
mowing land in tho fall when the 
grass is well gro«vn, so as to afford a 
pasture adapted to fattening cattle.
1 do not think that any injury would 
1)0 sustained by thus pasturing mow
ing lands, unless the grass should be 
fed oil'quite short, or tho sward he 
cut up in wot weatbCr'by the hoof* ofa 
tho cattle ; and it is easy to avoid both 
of these possible injuries. As cold 
weather approaches fattening animals 
should bo fed meal and root crops ; 
and by January they may bo pat in 
good condition to slaughter. No cows 
should bo kept.on o fan» that give 
but little mil* nnttirafly, as fit, is belle»' 
to fatten them, and buy good pnes. 
A cow worth (bo is more profitable 
than ono worth $50 only.

DISEASES OF POULTRY.

Disease in poultry that aff’oet entire 
(locks are always caused bj-something 
wrong about their premises. I claim 
this to he so, from the fact that in 
breeding fowls extensively' for forty 
years IMiever had hut two cases of 
disease ; and in both cases I discover 
ed the cause and remedied it immedi
ately. One was a lack of fresh air in 
their roosting house, which produced 
tho croup in the whole flock ; and tlie 
other was allowing tho fowls to drink

I will give rules for making a barrel 
of wine, which will suffice for smaller 
quantities. Get an empty whiskey 
cask, saw it in two, and make two 
tubs which clean well. Into one of 

ië pTUfdkitgia" 
irash'tifom-wittffa* mas' 

any man can make in a few minutes. 
When m isheU empty tho must and 
|>om*efl into the other tub, and so' 
continue till all of your grapes are 
mashed ; but you will requite a popple 
of more tubs to do the work well.
yoqifirepqe being, all. mnphe* y»u 
no«v 1*4 A hog mode» «fiston* dplii 
muslin, in which you put as muchi 
pomace as eua be easily prised out, 
and with a piece of » stout boaro 
about 15 inches wide, laid upon on 
empty tub, with strips nailed 
end of the board to prevent any of the 
juice Wipiig. overfij(^to'.ha.flpqr ftn 
airy cellar ffc UiC oost place to make 
the wine) you lay tbe bag upon the 
board, and press it with your hands] 
or make a lever 8 or 10 feel long, and 
have a place for the end of the lever 
to be set in or under, so that you get 
a good “ purchase ” on the bag, which 
should have a final! pioce of boo hi 
upon it for the lever to rest on, and 
then bear down with your full strength 
and you will eoe jbo must running out 
rapidly; then tnfirftbbag-frequently 
and you will soon find the pomace 
quite dry, and so proceed til! nil is 
pi-cssod.

You now have nearly a barrel of 
pomace that slili contains considerable 
juice. Tour two pails of well water 
upon it, and Jet-it stand six hours, 
find then preis it again as before, and 
your wine is ready to receive the 
sugar (2 lbs. to a gallon) of any good 
quality. Now fill your cask, which 
should Le » we]I soaked whiskey 
barrel, or what is bettor, an iron- 
bound wino cask. Fut in a laquât 
now, as it is troublesome to putoue ip 
after tbez cask is tilled If you can 
obtain a key faucet, 1 advise you to do 
so, as one does not always know bow 
attractive wine is to hired help, j’gt 
the cask in the coolest part of your 
cellar, raised so as to allow the wine 
to be drawn easily, and fill it to with
in about six inches of the hqpg, and 
keeping in a jug or demijohn enough

stagnant «voter in their yard, where|*«* t0 filt thf.c“k "ben fermenta- 
there was a pile of manure, which >n ceases, winch will be in about a 

disease tint was fatal to The bung may be put in.
The poultry editor of!™'1 an *'-11010 mado wit? a 

Yorker says: There i This gitablet hole may 
to 'my notice some : ‘be e- d of three weeks with a sp.k-c,

ftijiy fined (clear) till Jude or July.

Onion Sauce.—Beal four small white 
onions and boil them until soft ; drain 
and chop them up fine ; mix them with 
a cupful of hot milk and two toaspoon- 
fuls of butter, a little salt and pepper, 
then boil all together for one minute ; 
spryo hot.

If cabbages do not hand propeply, 
pinch of salt to each head will be bene
ficial ; or, better, give them a slight 
watering at night with weak brine. 
This ntsv bo again repeated later in

'T,'■T'’" T t the season. A fa-tole watering with pty tub, with strips nailed at each “ .
1 J quite bri.bP is also exce.:?nt lor

water melon* about tbs the fruit
is setting.

Lot every man who keeps a cow 
sprinkle an ounce of sulphur alpn'g 
the back of the gpimal froftthe horns 
to the tail twice at least during tbe 
summer; rub it well with a corn cob 
so as to work the skin, and the animal 
will not bo trouble with grubs in' the 
buck or vormin of any kind.);—Fa:.

If farmers wjhÿ think poultry does
not pay, would give their feathered

’stock to their sons and daughters,; - ,... ■. . .k -, ■ i * , Jtwith permission to own and enjoy any
profitlhpt may accrue from keeping 
them, Ijhey would soon bo convinced 
that “ there wy something in it,’; 
There certainly fa ,no more health* 
promoting exercise than that afforded 
by caring for, or having the manage' 
mont of a flock of poultry,. and if the 
flock is one of any pure brood —there 
is in addition to the exhilarating in
fluence that otherwise might be con
sidered a task, to become pleasure— 
and thus profit and pleasure are com
bined. A young lady-in Bethel, Pa, 
during the yeev 1876,- kept a-^triet- 
acoount of all expenditures for feed, 
etc., for her yard of fowls, and at the 
regular market prices for eggs end 
chickens, she cleared above all ex
penses $350, beside having more stock 
on band Alien she sfaFtpd with.—A’*.

*7T--------- I mai.---- :---- :---
Hogs Want SuLpnpa.—Whether 

hogs require sulphur as an essential 
to their health, OF whether it is sought 
by them w* condiment, may not be 
known for certainty. But one thing 
Is sere, they devour it with greed 
whenever It is to be found. It is for 
Ibis purpose, probably, that they eat 
large quan lilies of soft coal, which 
contains k large amount of-sulphur. 
PerhdpS’ this is the most economical 
methodof supplying hogs with stilpbiir 
during tfie «yinter, when they require 
f-gqij) fjgfll' qj'o^ybqn, fytt in' the
summer it is butter fa fbu4 if ‘p theffi
in substenees which contain less par- 
bon on accounttiftifatr prodneiig less 
beat. Mustard Is one of the host 
things for this purpose, and sqme of 
it should be sowed in every pasture 
into which hogs.érd turned* If boga 
erp kept jp pens, or in small yards, it is
well tn supply them sitb tfcp fii-j
mustard that grows in the fields or 
highways', or to cultivate some of the 
better varieties for them. They will 
eat it, leaves, flowers, seeds and stalks.

frozen so as to bear up horses or oxen. 
Years ago we used to sled sand on to 
our niea’dow land, and found the wdrk 
could in this way be done to great 
advantage. It was ht a time when 
there was little else to do, and if there 
was some snow it was very easy get
ting around, and the land could bo 
covered with sand nt a moderate ex- 
pènse. There are many acres of 
valuable land that could and ought to 
he redeemed and made to yield grass. 
It needs to be drainod and then treated 
to a coat of sand or gravel. Manure 
will not be amiss, though good crops 
of graks will-be-produced year after 
year with- little manure. It shilfild 
bo remembered that sand so applied 
is in the nature of a permanent Im
provement, once lor a time;—J. F. Ç. 
Hyde. >’

------• • ----—All'
deamliness^aud Attention in

The great secrets in making good, 
butter lire cleanliness end attention, in 
addition to the labor.

We will now proceed to give you 
the tiotal Is how to apply these rules :

Let cleanliness be applied to—the 
cow-house : see that it is kept clekti, 
so that ntffotil odors shall be absorbed 
by the new milk, and that the animals 
may be kept healthy, so as to give 
p,uro wholesome im'lfi ; to the udder] 
so that no scabs or filth shall be rub
bed off into the bucket vvbile milking ; 
to tbe bands, so that they shall not 
defile tbe milk, to tho spring-house or 
vault, that the cream may be kept 
pure ; to the milk-backet, pans, skim
mer, cream-pot and" churn, so that ho 
cheesy taint or foal odors be com' 
munionted to tbe Cream ;-. and finally, 
to tbe butter-worker and the market- 
tub. To all these scrupulous cleanli
ness ebon Id be applied.

Attention must be paid to proper 
feeding, regular milking, skimming 
at the right time, stirring, tfip cream 
every time pew; qualities, are added, 
even temperature df the spring-house, 
vault or cellar, proper temperature of 
the cream at time of churning, even 
churning and working and handling 
tho butter.

Li
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manner ; consequently many farmers 
apply all their stable dung to their 
land fresh and undeqpmposed. Some 
crops, however, require well-rotied 
manures to grow in perfection, and 
every farmer may profitably have» 
small compost heap to supply him 
with fine manure where it is needed. 
—New York paper. ^

Land Draining.—The experience 
of Mechi and many others in England, 
and of Waring and others in this 
country, has taught that the depth of 
four feet, a pitch of one inch in ten 
fc6t,.nnd a gwddischarge at all times 
and Scasotts are desirable. Tho depth 
of four feet gives a drain which will 
operate at «II limes, even in tho cold- 
estof'our New England winters; it 
«dipits of a deeper and more perfect 
notion of the frost in «vintor, and 
provides for its earlier departure in 
spring ; it,provides innumerable chan
nels for the escape of water to a depth 
beyond tho point where its presence 
fa iinjurious, and furnishes channels 
;for tho admission of tho air into the 
soil. Wo find by careful examination 
that tbe same channels which carry 
the water to the drains from tho ad
jacent soil serve, when not occupied 
in that office, as conductors, whereby 
the atmosphere enters and a)rates the 
gronnd atadepth to which its influence 
has uevol- before penetrated. We fur- 
tber find that the roots of several 
kinds of grasses have extended in tho 
vicinity of the drains to a much groat- 
dopth than upon ground of the same 
character not underdraiued, and that 
the growth of the plants is in ratio to 
that of tbe roots. It also appears that 
sinpe the introduction of the under
drains timothy, red-top, and especially 
clover, thrive to a gratifying extent 
upon very low, flat heavy ciayjwhich 
formerly produced only an almost 
worthless variety of water-grasses. 
We are satisfied that a rainfall ol one 
ihtlh is immediately removed to such 
an extent, that never for-a moment is 
the effect of stagnant water exerted 
upon the roots of plants in a space of 
at least forty feet on each side of an 
efficient drain.—Maine Earner,

with spelling book and rules of gram
mar. They spoke their minds freely 
to their neighbors, hut cared not to 
invite criticisra upon point* where 
they felt that they might fail. The 
minister, the schoolmaster, storekeep
er or doctor, who employed the time 
not devoted to their business in the 
cultivation of little plots of land, would 
write out their theories and ideas, and 
from such men we have gained mtfch 
knowledge. All honor to tfaenq. But 
among their ivhoat was, much chaff. 
They had not always experimented 
carefully enough or observed carefully 
enough the conditions under which 
their experimoqts were made, to be 
taken us sales pilots in u çbannel in 
which they had only sailed upon short 
pleasure trips, and which abounded 
in rocks and slibafa which they Had 
not seen. In a word their advice was 
not always practical, nor applicable 
as they thought it to be, to alt farms 
and all localities. '

To-day, farmers are studying and 
experimenting, who make “ farming 
for profit” a business, and who are 
fitted by study in high schools, acade
mies and colleges, as well as by 
practical experience to experiment 
scientifically and to report the result 
in plain language, if net In flowery; 
stylo. It is the writing of such men 
that fills most of the eotorNns of our 
leading agricultural papers ; and the 
time may come when they «vill occupy 
the lime at tbe meetinge of mur agri
cultural societies and boards ol'Mgrlcul- 
turo. A few of them hare (lone so to 
the satisfaction of their audience of 
farmers, and others might. This is the 
history of nearly all progressive move, 
merits. Thinking meii' have started 
strange theories —bold .-ujVenturers 
have tested them, as Colqipbus did 
the theories ofltirosp who believed in 
a western world before hie day; and 
when tbe discoveries are pi ado then

Strawberry Fertilizer.—I fill a 
half hogshead with rain water, and 
put into it olio quarter pound ammonia 
and one-quarter pound common nitre. 
When the strawbpfry plants were 
blossoming out l gave' them a sprink
ling of tho solution at evening twice 
a Week, until the fruit «vas nearly full 
size. The result was double the 
amount of trait on those «vhere the 
liquid «vas applied to «vhat was obtain
ed from those right alongside upon 
which none of tho liquid was applied. 

Fruit Record.

produced a 
many fowls.

1 the Rural New 
has lately come
ca*es of severe fever among fowls, 
which proved very final. Numbers

Bone Meal for Graphs.—The 
ojjtov of the London Horticulturist 
asserts that among all the fertilizers 
proposed for lhe grape, none embody 
more of thju npcessary ingredients than 
bone meal. It should be applied as 
early in the season as possible, -^bopf 
a ton to the acre makes a dressing that 
will prove valuable for tyo or three 
years. In the West, as a rule, Ljie 
necessity for the phosphates is not 
yet left to any considerable degree.

I Where it is so, Loop meal is to be 
ho closed at j 10cen}mended. The quantity, how- 

thee duf three weeks with a spi.io, i pyov, is excessive. Qno thousand
pounds ought to make itself felt for 
year-.

which should bo removed once a day 
till no air escapes on the removal.

Tiiinos to he Aimed a? oe 4 j'4Ri;.—

1. To exhibit a considerable ambi
tion to be esteemed a good farmer, to 
contribute all that can be done to the 
stock of human happiness, and which 
may be undertaken with profit to him
self and benefit to the community,

2. To make a oompost of one part of 
stable manure and two parts of earth, 
or other properly decomposed matter 
instead of qsing-lflng [papure for ifoe 
stable, in its green state.

3. To use roanuse - spread and 
ploughed in, and not to apply it green 
in tbe hill particularly with potatoes ; 
as, by this practice, the crops suffer 
both in quantity and quality, especially 
in dry seasons.

4. Where a crop of grain is wanted 
frem land to be laid down in grass, 
thp bctlpr nl»p is to sow grass sped ip 
September! after fakipg off the grain 
crop and ploughing in the stubble. 
Grass seed should be sown thick, from 
two to three pecks of timothy, and a 
puehel of red top, should he allowed 
ffl the aero’ —Exchange.

—v: m —
Band op Wef Land.

There can be no question as to the 
value of sand or gravel on muck 
meadow lands. This mixing of sand 
with the muck bas been so Ion 
(lyncHped, that nearly If not quite a 
spy that it is good.' The best if not 
the only time to attend to this work, 
js in the nnlnmn, when the ground

Weaning/pigB.
> • •••* - —«----
The following plan was furnished, 

for weaning pigs, by a Jersey farmer:
When the pigs are of the proper age 

to bo taken from the sow, shut them 
up in the pen they are fed in, Ih -$|)S 
morning ; let them out a little whilp 
at noon. and. again at evening- Thp 
second day let them nut only at mew
ing and evening, keeking thorn up af 
night, tin the third day, let them 
out at noon for the |faft tfapg. Whilfl 
dolpg this, give theft all the «lep they 
want; but refuse tbe mother ovary, 
thing, except séant feeds of corn and 
«vater. This will insure the sow’s 
drying up at once, and without any 
evil effects.

*A member said lhat the best feed 
ho had found for pigs, the first few 
weeks after w eaning, fa as mqeh cqw’q 
milk, or «vhey, '«p fhey 
Into this be stirs sqmo finply-'grogpq 
provendej* spited q |jtt|e, 'gfl< $flui- 
posed df six-parfa of oats; two parts 
corn and one port flax seed or eotton 
seed meal. When tho milk or whey 
cannot be spared, use fresh water, 
and if the mesa is cooked, it fa pIMhe 
better. For the above may he sub* 
slitilted, when morp popyepijmt, p.pp 
or barley meal and rye or buckwheat 
flour. Shorts, and bran he thought 
are apt to scour them, if fed uncooked 
w!fan !l,n pigs are young. Tbe same 
result comes from vegetables, apple* 
and other fruits, which are given 
without being polled or sifisippjj p|)(| 
mixed with meal.

Salt hs a Fertilizer.

comes the practical 
them.

map t<Y utilize

Absorbents In Manure.

When manures are left over a season 
to decompose, absorbents of the 
ammonia in them are always bene
ficial. Plaster fa decidedly tho best 
absorbent of the gases in tho manure 
pile that is known to exist, and it may 
Lo sprinkled among tho manure when 
the pile I* made—not much, say 
barrel of plaster to what manure ten 
head of cattle will make in a season. 
Lime has a tendency to set the gases 
(ammonia! free; and it should never 
be used in the compost heap, except 
when much coarse matter is to be 
decomposed. Nor are pshes any hfng- 
(jt 10 the heap, over their valus when 
used alone. 8«vaifip"itluik is good if 
placed in alternate layers of manure 
and muck through tho heap and left 
u season to decompose and nnijp All 
compost heaps should he made witji 
[heir fops flat, op a Ijfllp (.oiipava, to 
notch the rains to keep the heaps 
moist. In England the system of 
composting is carried to perfection. 
They pack their manure in oblong 
heaps, and shovel them over two or 
tlirco limps lb» summer to
hasten decomposition, and apply such 
lino manures lo their Jands the next 
season. Here wo cannot so well

The heaviest application of salt as a 
fertilizer that we ever remember of 
hearing of, fa related by the editor of 
the Michigan Fanpçr. £ Mr. William 
Smith, resiffipg near Detroit, ordered 
a carload of refuse salt from the salt 
works, intending to spread itjis an 
experiment ypor, one hundred acres 
of land, but by a mistake of the hired 
man, the whale fen tons were applied, 
in Mr, Smith's absence, to ten acres, 
oy a ton to the aere. The land was a 
sandy lqam, two feet deep, overlying 
•atiifbiay-subsoil, and was thoroughly 
drained with tiles. The field on which 
the salt was spread had recently boon 
seeded with winter rye and timothy 
seed. Thp water fro,m the drains was 
so salt during th^nuxl p>w ont lis as 
to h,) pnfit for drinlting, hqf in spile 
of. the à‘ppllçigtto..i, amf çonlnq-y Ip 
thp expectations of kfr- Hmilh SPti his 
hired map, hath typ and timothy sur
vived and made full crops, although 
the rye was retarded somewhat in its 
growth. Clover seed was sowed am» 
harrowed ip,_in JjfeC spring following, 
ànchluring that season and tfaq np?t, 
very heavÿ prof's pf gr.ass were taken 
off^Qv.er. ihv.ee tans per aero- 34 hv 
estimate. The field was also remark
ably free horn all descriptions uf 
insects—neither grub, wire worm, 
earth worm, or maggot could bo found, 
and even grasshoppers seemed to have 
afl! been destroyed or repulsed, for 
pone wprp to bptpe.p. What may be 
the future effects of this enormous 
application of salt etiil remains to le 
seen. Froball.v on land less sandy or 
"poorly underdrained, so much salt 
would have proved fatal tq pvpty green- 
thing. 4îl *• was, It becomes a ques
tion, whether the refuse salt from the 
salt works may not have a value for 
agricultural purposes much greater 
than Ills generally been supposed. 
We should advise experimenters to 
use it, however, with great caution, as 
the chances are fur from being favor
able on ordinary soils. A small quan
tity pf brine, from the beef or pork 
barrel, poured around fruit trees, often 
kills in a very short tiruç.,—-Y- V, 
Farmer,

Agricultural Newspapers.

In a recent number of the Boston 
Journal, a correspondent, "Yo.flog 
Farmer,” s#ys ffo» fojlpwiug very 
frqthfhl and appropriate words about 
the agricultural papers:—

One word now about the agricultur- 
papers. Some of them have improve^ 
very much, as 1 look at mnttaçe. Thirty, 
years 950 yçry few actual farmers, 
Whose hands were familiar with the 
plough, hoe, or milk pails, could bo 
found to write for such a paper, even

Scabby Legs in Poultry.

Tho unsightly disease which affects 
the legs of -finals, causing them tp 
swell and become distorted, fa due. to 
a mite, 0 small insect which 1s similar 
in appearance to tbqf which causes 
scab iu shvqp,. It fa ronndish*oval, 
and semi-transparent, about onQ-çighV 
hundredth of an inch lit length, ap
pearing wh»n magnified 460 diameters, 
ahoqt half an inch long. If the scales 
from tho lég of a diseased fowl are be
neath th» microscope, a number of 
these mhos ma/ be found between 
them. Beneath the seules there are 
spongy, scabby growths, in which the 
eggs and pupte of the miles are to be 
seen in great numbers. The pu pm 
are very similar- in shape to the 
main» mites, but are very much 
smaller, appearing, when viewed with 
the above mentioned, power, about 
one-tenth of an inch in length. Tho 
ilisçn,sç befog of a similar character to 
the. scab iu sheep, «V the mange in 
dogs and y»tlto, fa may be cared 
by the same treatment. We have 
cured fowls of the disease, before 
accurately knowing tho cause, by 
applying to the legs a mixture of lard 
with quo tWOBtie! 
acid. This 
stiff hcpsfo such os ono of those sold 
with bottles of mucilage. A very 
small painter's “sash tool" would 
answer tho purpose, but something 
must be used by which the medicated 
grease can be applied thoroughly to 
the crevices botween the scales. A 
mixture of equal parts of layd, 01 
sweet-oil, and kero^eqe, will be equally 
as effective «s the carbolic ftm-j mjx. 
tore. It Is probable that lard or oil 
alone Would be effective, but tho kero
sene more easily ponelratea between 
tho scales, and the carbolic acid it 
sqrp death to tho parasites. The 
remedy being so simple, it will he in 
excusable if this disagrtoeuhle affaotion 
is suffered to remain in a flock ; while, 
however, oho fowl fa troubled with it, 
it will certainly spread, as the miles 
will burrow beneath tho scales of I he 
other fowls. If precautions were 
generally used, the parasite could soon 
bo exterminated. It should be made 
a disqualification at poultry shows, 
for fowls to be affected with scabby 
lege O.r fact, ?# any degree whatever, 
fur wu know that several poultry yards 
are not free from this disease, and 
whenever affected fowls are sent out. 
the disease goes with American
Agriculturist.

My idea of economy in connection 
with farm affairs is something as 
follows : Judicious disposition or 
arrangement of all our work, yet 
liberal and frugal management of all 
our affairs. I am aware that there is 
an apparent contradiction in my 
definition, yet a seeming eno only, 
when rightly construed. All neces
sary labor should be arranged and 
systematically applied with the utmost 
frugal liberality. While practicing 
liberality, every item should be made 
to do execution—“ to tell,” in common 
parlance.

Taking this in view, it would be 
filTifo ëeomnny not to provide sufficient 
and suitable help to cultivate our 
lands and do all necessary farm work, 
together with making judicious per
manent improvements. To spend 
unnecessary time and labor in accom
plishing any result ; to grow any crop 
without good and thorough prepara
tion as «veil as fall culture ; to allow oar 
farms, from any cause, to détériorât 
in actual or intrinsic value; to spend 
unnecessary time and labor in.merely 
exterminating weeds, while we should 
subdue them to the extent of our not 
subdueing oar crops of their value ; to 
curtail in Ihe^produots of tbe farm in 
the aggregate, is not economy. 
Rather, ooonomy would teach ua to 
arrange for and so eoltivate our lands 
as to produce the greatest amount of 
products at tho lowest possible cost of 
labor and fertility. Increased pro
ducts from tbe minimum of the 
previous oost must be the rule in order 
to attain success in farming. When 
the farm products are low, what is 
wanting fo price must be made up by 
economic»! cultnre>Faod increased 
products.

I might add that economy would 
loach us to provide good and suitable 
farm tools and all implements of 
husbandry, for without the»» labor 
cannot bo economically applied. Only 
that stock should be kept that will 
produce the greatest profit on the in
vestment ; non-productive stock and 
investments should be kept down to 
the minimum rate or amount. Deal 
liberally with, your stock and land, if 
you would have them deal liberally 
with you.—Country Gentleman.

upon snail subjects ps (h jy mado
.. .. their 'Wj' tW-ation for years. They

“IW th0 l:ll,or of ",! 'Ml wore not used to the pen or familiar

Paw-dust for Bedding or Manure.

Of late we have seen several articles 
in tbe Ploughman approving and dis
approving tho use of sawdust in oar 
stables. As a matter of economy, 
everything else being equal, we should 
say use it, as it can he had in many 
places free of charge, except cartage, 
whereas straw delivered in our villages 
fa worth 820 or 835 per ton. Some 
six or eight years ago I was short of - 
bedding for my stock ; having a new 

I mill on my promises and a plenty of 
soft pine sawdust, we hauled sevy>I 
loads to our barn and used it freely fa, 
my stable and I cantos. A neighbor 
thought it would injure the land on 
account of the pitch, but it occurred 
to mo that if a .given amount was 
boiled a very small, quantity of pitch 
would rise op l>e surface. I have 
used it ccwo t>r less every year, and 
bav» see-.) no injurious effects on 

OBtfath part of cS*bfoic Rowing crops and as a top dressing 
should Ifa applied with 11 lor meadows.

Now wo do not suppose a dressing 
of raiv saivdust would be of any great 
manuvial value to our lands, neither 
would dry straw or bog hay until it 
had absorbed the liquids of the stall 
and barn collar. There is no greater 
absorbent than dry sawdust, and when 
once Wot it retains the moisture.

For winter nse it ought to lay peer 
summer in bulk and fermenfa for wo 
should as soon think of bedding with 
snow ns green sawdust. We have an 
apartment under cover some sixteen 
feet square where Vue dust is deposited 
five or six feet deep, «vhere it beats 
and for men tsduring the warm wenther- 
Tn autumn it is in condition for winter 
use. For twoyenrs past in 1 he season 
of flics, I have used green suwdust, 
and the stalks have been less Infested 
with them, which we attribute to the 
strong awl pungent smells ; no doubt 
the dust from green spruce or hem
lock would be more effectual.

And nothing makessq soft ami easy 
a bed for our "dumb animals” as 
sawdust, more particularly the hors* 
as it is natural, before laying down 
either by pawing or stepping back 
and forward, to brush all their bvddiiv 
if straw is used, under their bind fern' 
but would be less liable to move tho 
sawdust

As It regards Injury to horses’ leei, 
or lungSj t>\i account of inhaling the 
■lry (tost—wo know of a stable where 
horses are let, and I «vas informed by 
the owner that he had used sawdust 
for twelve years, and never hud been 
able to discover any had effect from 
the use of it, and pointed out several 
horses that, had been thus bedded for 
ten or t «volve years, and had sold the 
manure at the usual rates, and never 
hail heard of any objections on acconnt 
of I hesawduht,—Cnr. Mm. Plmgnma,^

Farm Economy.

At the present time, under tin- 
prevailing depressing (nvmAastances 
affecting all fondai and business, it 
bfccftmas tho ftirmor to practice 
aconomy in all his farm operations, 
for upon the prosperity of farmers all 
other branches of industry are equally 
dependent, fofa fa well becomes vs 

wo rightly construe the meaning 
of the «vord economy; it is too fre
quently oonstrnod as parsintoiw., which 
is often very far frorq Vqo economy.

>


