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"HE ROADS ARE BAD

cOns'qu‘mtlY Receipts of Ore at
Kaslo Are Much Decreased.

fULL APRIL SHIPMENTS

Also smaller for the Same Beason-.—
wgwedes’ Claims” in Dispute—The
w:shington Concentrator Resumes
Baseball Team Organized.

KasLo, May 8.—[Special Correspon-
dence.J—While the train service on the
Kaslo and Slocan railway is uninter-
rupted and trains have been running
very nearly on schedule time, and pas-
genger traffic is large, the deliveries of
ore atthe Kaslo station have fallen off
largely because of the difficulty of trans-
portation upon trails and roads which
are still impassable. The Payne group

has for instance entirely disappearéd
from the list of shippers, as also has the
Whitewater. Tne Payne road was con-
gtructed late in the autumn, and’‘was
merely a sleigh road. It is now being
almost entirely reconstructed and p1t
into order for summex work. Mean-
while the foree at the mines has not
been lessened, and a large quantity of
ore is being stoped and developuent
work is proceeding, 80 that the group
will resume its accustomed place as soon
gs the roads will permit. Water is giv-
ing trouble at the Whitewater and the
gpper portion of the road is still in bad
condition. The force at the mine has
been temporarily reduced but wiil be re-
placed as soon as work can.be profitably
persecuted.
Ore Receipts and Shipments.

The ore receipts at the Kaslo station

for the week ending May 6 have been as

follows:

MINES.

Slocan Star
Noble Five group
RutR.....5ccceeececssessosssncansocs snnnons 150,000
Siocan Boy... 34.0C0
ANOIBE. . c.cccerenocccccscsornnsncscasversen 23.500
Jackson Group

POUNDS.

719,175

The bulk of this ore goes to Pueblo,
Colorado. The Slocan Star ships, as
usual, to the Omaha and Grant works at
Omaha, Nebra-ka.

The ore shipments from Easlo during
the month of April amounted to 2,966,
000 pounds, or 1,498 tons, valned at
$132,998, being at the rate of $88.79 per
ton. There were «ontained in these ship-
ments 1,439,200 pounds of lead and 172,-
741 ounces of silver, which will give
115.31 ounces of silver to the ton and an
average of 48.03 per cent of lead. As
compared with the previous month, the
ehipments for April show a very consi-
erable decrease, which is to be ascribed
to the early breaking up of the roads.
This ditliculty will continue during the
current month, but after that the ship-
ments will increase, ag it is eaid the
Ruth mines alone will shortly increase
to at least four cars per day.

Mining News. :

Ed Rooney of Rossland, has sold to
Charies 8. Warren and C. W, Callahan

of the same city, an undivided two-

thirds interest in the Nob Hill mineral
claym, situated upon the west slope of
White Grouse mountain.

A number of prospectors who went
into the Lardo-Duncan country intent
upon the discovery of mineral in the
place, have been compelled to return, as
they found the snow entirely too deep
to permit of effective work wupon the
mountain.

The rush for long date miners’ certifi-
cates still continues at the office of the
mining recorder, as many seem to have
the impression that the alien clause
may even yet find its way into the min-
erai uct. Several have been issued for
five vears, and a still larger number for
three. There is also an'unusually large
pumber of ordinary bills of sale being
recorded. %

L. E. Diller has placed upon record in
the mining recorder’s office a document

in which he makes a claim that he is en-!

titled to a half interest in the mineral
claims Homestretch, Glacier, Hem,
Clara G.and Two Snowbirds, situated
at the head of the Kokanee creek. He
bases the c.aim upon the alleged fact
that he was a partner of J. McVichia,
the locator, at the time the claims were
located.

J. R. Cameron, of Spokane, has pur-
chased for $1,000 the entire interest of
John Allen, of Kaslo, in the mineral
claim International, located in the Blue
Ridge camp, about four miles from the
ten-mile house, on the Kaslo & Slocan
railway. Much interest has been taken
in this particular portion of the distriet
and properties there seem to be in de-
mand.

Mr. James Anderson, of the Gold Hills
Exploration & Development company’s
prospecting expedition, left by steamor
on Thursday for his headguarters camp,
to which he has appropriately given the
name of Edgar, in honorof the president
of the company and speaker of the liouse
of commons. Mr. Anderson took with
him several additional men and a con-
giderable quantity of supplies. ;

Trouble has arisen between the re-
puted owners of what are known as the
‘ Swedes’ Claims,”’” located upon the
South Fork of Kaslo creek, consisting of
the Silver Bell, Hub, and Little Bell, a
fractional claitn. Carl Nelson has en-
tered suit against Louis Martin for a
third interest in each of the claims, and
has recorded a lis pendens in the office
of the mining recorder. These are the
claims which have so frequently been
reported as bonded. As much as $75,000
have been offered for them, with a cash
pavment of $7,500.

D. W. Bole. of the well known whole-:

sale drug house of Martin, Bole, Wynne
& Co. of Winnipeg, is spending a day or
two in Kaslo. Mr. Bole is president of
the Winnipeg board of trade, and an ex-
allerman. He wasin Kaslo about five
years ago during the boom days, and
finds things now, he says, much more
golidly placed. - He came directly over
the Northern Pacific, and is pleased to
find so many evidences of permanent
prosperity in the city. He will take in
thg entire Kootenay country during his
rip.

The concentrator-of the Washington’
Mining company resumed work oOn
Thursday last. Major Montgomery, the
president, reports that there is ample
ore blocked out for the season’s run and
there need be no_detention. In the
winze sunk sonie thirty feet below the
lower tunnel, three feet of an ore body

has been developed. It will be nearly,
if not ctxite, a month before it will be
profitable to send forward any ore from
the mine, as it is the intention to wait
until the wagon road has settled into
solid condition.
Municipal Matters.

That the civic idea is not entirely
localized in the board of aldermen is in-
dicated by a proposition made to the

city cooncil by 4 teamster, who had
doubtless suffered from the dust nui-
sance. He proposed to sprinkle the
streets once a day for $15 per week and
twice a day for $25 per week. The pro-
posal was taken under advisement.

The pablic works committee has a re-
port before the conncil recommending
that a bylaw authorizing a loan of $12,-
000 for street improvements be piaced
before the ratepayers at as early a date
as possible. The report has not been
considered; but it will probably be
ado ted, if not in its entirety, at least,
in the larger part. Meantime the com-
mittee has been instructed, on its own
guggestion, to put existing sidewalks and
streets in proper shape and condition.
The city council has accepted the prop-
osition of -two public spirited citizens,
Gregenich and Byers, to cut and grade
Water street, the expense of the work to
be repaid them at the expiration of a
year from the completion ot the work to
the satisfaction of the public works com-
mittee. :

Kaslo’s Baseball Team.

Manager Borchers, of the Kaslo base-
ball club, has about completed the selec-
tion of the team which he will put inio

the field and will probably make his
official announcement on Monday next.
Meantime preparation of the ground for
the opening game is going on actively,
and will be completed for the official
game, if not in time to afford the play-
ers much opportunity for team practice.
Mr. Borchers has made his selections
with a great deal of care and his wide
acquaintance has been of great service.
He will doubtless direct our aggregation,
which will be found well to the front
when the trophy offered to the winning
nine of -the league by the Kootenaian is
awarded.

‘There is some fear in baseball circles
that for some reason Nelson may be un-
able to take the expected place in the
Washington-Kootenay baseball league.
In such a regretted contingeney it is
hoped that a Trail nine will occupy the
vacant place.

Almost a Panic.

On Weduesday last Kaslo was visited
by another of those fierce gales which
sometimes come this way. The dust

from the streets was borne along in such
quantities as to be almost blinding. In
the midst of the gale a fire alarm was
sounded and a panic well nigh prevailed.
A careless workman left his
fire pot - upon a roof which he
had been soldering, and the smoldering
embers fanned by the gale were
scattered and set fire to the adjoining
building. The incipient blaze ' was
quickly put out bv aid ofan extinguicher.
But while the firemen were rushing to
reapond to the first alarm, a second was
sounded from the Hotel Slocan, where a
blazing chimney caused apprehension,
Both pubii¢ and firemen were SUmAE-
what ‘‘rattled”’ by the double alarm,
and for a time excitement reigned. No

excitement was over, people were gener-
ally pleased because of the quick re-
sponse given by the fire boys.

News of the Town.

W. S. Clouston ard R. Rentoul, of
Montreal, inspectors of the great bank
of the same name, passed through Kaslo

on the way from New Denver to Nelson
on official business.

From bicycle riding to bicycle racing
is not a far step. It was not_surprising
therefore to sce a couple of youthful en-
thusiasts scorching around a city block
the other afternoon.

The Saturday afternoon open-air con-
certs of the Kaslo band show marked
improvement on the part of the per-
formers and are much enjoyed by the
citizens.

The influx of strangers continues and
the lodging houses are taxed to their ut-
most capavity, although their number is
constantly being added to. The other
evening seats in many of the saloone
were occupied by those unable to find
any more suitable resting place for the
night.

Josiah Fletcher, well known and well
liked by every Kaslonian old and young,
has just returned from a protracted visit
to California, where he did a good deal
of recruiting, as he looks hale and hearty
and fitted for another 20 years, which
his many frivnds hope he may enjoy to
the utmost. :

The steamer Ainsworth floated and re-
paired resumed the service to Bonner’s
Ferry on Thursday last. She will, it is
said, make a weekly trip up. Itis said
that ‘the International Navigation and
Trading company will also put a steamer
on the -same route at an early day for
the accomr.odation of settlers along the
Kootenay river and especially those at

at the reclamation works north of the
boundary. :

It is ann0un§ed that the C. P. R.
steamer Kokan€e will in the future ex-
tend her Monday’s trip from Nelson to
the townsites of Lardo and Argenta, at
the head of Kootenay lake.

DR. KELLER IS BACK.

London Getting Interested——Surprisdd
at Rossland’s Growth.

Dr. H. L. A. Keller, who left Rossland
last December to visit London, England,
returned Thursday on the train from
Trail, which arrived at 8 oclock. He
brings glowing accounts of the interest

that London capital is beginning to take
in British Columnbia mines, and says that
he was very frequently asked concerning
the mineral wealth of the province. In-
guiries are constantly being made on
this point in London by parties desiring
to make investments in the mines of
this region. , :

The recent losses in South African
mines have, so Dr. Keller states, madea
number of heavy investors very cautious
concerning mines in any guarter, but he
thinks British Columbia mines will rap-
idly come into favor in London, despite
this iact.

Dr. Keller was surprised at the growth
of Rossland during his brief absence.
He remarked upon the large number of
new buildings and structures in course
of erection.

Run Over By a Train. )
SpPoKANE, Wash., May 8—(Special .J—A.
Capriel, a miner, was run over by an O.
R. & N. train at Tekoa about midnight
last night. sustaining injuries that may

rove fatal. He was stealing a ride to
Eoeur d’ Alene.

material damage was done, and after the |

the board wished to till their places with

LOTS. OF FREE GOLD

Boys Find a Rich Nugget In the
Black Bear Dump.

LE ROI'S RICH SPECIMENS

In the Lower Workings Much Free
Gold Has Also Been Found of Late—
Mineralogists Much Interested In
This New Pnenomenonl ;

While some young men were taking a
constitutional on Sunday last they vis-
ited the old tunnel of the Black Bear.
which belongs to the Le Roicompany,
and is the west extension of -the Le Roi
mine, and began picking around in the
ore dump. They found some pieces of
white quartz which seemed to have come

from a stringer about six or eight inches
wide. On breaki~g open one of the
larger masses, a piece weighing about 20
pounds, they found it fairly seamed with
iree gold. The ore was as rich as any |
sample ever taken from the 0. K. mine.

"Phere is nothing surprising in the dis-
covery except that the miners who
worked in the shaft should have over-
looked it. There was some very high
grade ore sacked and ghipped from the
Black Bear tunnel two or three years ago,
and it is quite likely that some of this
high grade ore contained free gold,
although it was not known or even Bus-
pected at the time.

Ino this connection it may be of inter-
est to state that flakes of free gold have
frequently been noted in the ore from
the 500-foot level in the Le Roi, and of
late this has been so common an event
as almost to escape comment. From the
shaft below the 500-foot leve! some of the
prettiest specimens of freéPold ever seen
have been found in ore which contained
a large percentage both of iron and
copper.

Mineralogists and experts are specu-
lating a good deal on the possibilities
opened up by these discoveries and some
of them think that the usual order of
things may be entirely reversed and that
the ores of this camp may prove to he
free milling wita depth in addition to
increasing in values. It would certainly
be remarkable if it should turn out that
Rossland is to upset all preconceived
ideas regarding ore bodies, the usual rule
being for ores to get more refractory and
lower in grade as depth on the vein is
attained.-

REFUSED TO RESIGN.

Members of the Washington Board of
Control Defy Governor Rogers.

Orympra, Wash., May 8.—[Special.]—
The friction between Governor Rogers
and the members of the board of audit
and control came to a head last evening
by the governor asking for the resizna-
tion of each member with the exception
of Traveling Auditor Lister. The mem-
bers of the board refused to resign and
intend to force Governor -Rogers to ex-

treme measures. T
g ;{;he cause of the friction was over the

appointiment to positions in the state in%|

stitutions, rinclpglrg that of Superin-
tendents Westendorff and Semple of the
reform schools and the Medical Lake
hospital. The govérnor had Jdetermined
that these men should be retained and

men of their own party. The board
consists of the governor and four of the
state officials. The law creating the
board empowers the governor Lo remove
them at will. The governor has not an-
nounced his p'ans for the formation of a
new board.

THEY PLAYED THE LIMIT.

Steve Bailey and Barbarian Brown
Beat a Faro Game for $5,000.

SPogANE, Wash., May 6.—([Special.j— :

The biggest faro game that has been
played in this city for some time was
commenced at the Ceeur d’Alene club
rooms last evening and continued with—

out interruption until about 11 o’clock
this morning, at which time the faro
bank quit loser to the amount ol
about $5,000. S. 8. Bailey and R.
E. (Barbarian) Brown were the plungers
who went up against the game,. . They
started-in to play alone about midnight.
After the game had continued with
varying luck, the dealer consented to
raive the limit from the usual $12.50 to
$100. As the two plungers were per-
Litted to let their bets go double it
practically extended the limit to $200.
At one time the bank was winner by
over $2,000. Towards morning lack
changed and the bank was nearly $12,000
behind. When Bailey and Brown guit
this morning the latter had cleaned up
$4,300 and the former about $700.

MAGISTRATE JORDAN PRESIDED.

Held Court Yesterday for the First
Time—Can Try Civil Cases.

Saturday morning at 10 o’clock the
newly appointed police magistrate, G.A.
Jordan, held court for the first time,
when he disposed of the following cases:
Eva Matheson, for keeping a disorderly

house. fined $50 and costs; 1. Power and
James A. Ryan, for fighting and dis-
orderly conduct, $15 and costs each.

The new magistrate also held small
debts court vesterday afternoon and it
is his intention to hold this court twice
a week. This will prove a great boon to
minor cases as Mayistrate Jordan, ac-
cording to his commission, can try and
dispose of civil cases up to ‘the extent of
$100, which hitherto have had to wait
till sittings of the countv conrt,

Aldermen Sersuaed.

Evidently appreciating the action of
the council Friday night in granting an
appropriation of $100 to aid in paying
for uniforms for members of the band,
that body turned out Saturdaynight and
serenaded the aldermen, each of the
latter being treated to a separate selee-
tion, rendered in:a very commendable
manner. One of the conditions upon
which the $100 was granted, is that one
of the aldermen shall be a member of
the band committee. Alderman Ray-
wmer was selected for the place. The
music last evening seemed as much en-
joyed by the public generally as by the
specially honored ones.

Empress of India Sails.
MoONTREAL, Que., May 8.—TheC.P. R

steamer Empress of India sailed for|

| inst.

Vancouver Friday afternoon, the 7th
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PLAINLY A SUICIDE

Evidence Showed That J B. Fisher
Deliberately Shot Himself.

THE CORONER'S INQUEST

G. R. McGowan, a Passenger, Saw
Fisher Place the Revolver to His
Head and Pull the Trigger—Re-
mains Go to Deer Lodge Monday.

The inquest into the death of John B.
Fisher, of Deer Lodge, Mont., who shot
himself in the head on board the Red
Mountain train Friday aiternoon, re-
sulted in the following verdict:

“We, the jury, find that John B.
Fisher came to his death on May 7, 1897,
in the city of Rossland from a pistol shot

fired in a railroad car of the Red Moun-
tain railway and that the evidence shows
that the pistol was in his own hand at
the time of discharge.” y

The inquest was held at 3 o’clock at
the courthouse, Coroner Bowes presid-
ing. The gentlemen comprising the jury
were: Norman Mc¢Kenzie, W. T. Hall,
James, Richardson, Wilson McKinnon,
Ernest Kennedy and A. B. Acorn. The
first named was chosen as foreman.
Ool. 8. M. Wharton was the firet wit-
ness called. He was in the car at the
time of the shooting. Just before the
train stopped he heard soine one Say
“‘lock the doors,” A mument later he
heard the pistol #hot and turned, seeing
Fisher on the car loor. Colonel Whar-
ton supposed that it was the customs in-
spector who called out to lock the doors.

hen he went closer he saw Fisher lyirg
on the floor breathing very hard. He
heard no one say they had seen Fisher
fire the shot. A few minutes later
Colonel Wharton left the car. :

J. T. BRolles, the next witness, was
sitting with his back to Fisher when the
latter fired the shot. He heard Fisher’s
body strike the floor, and on looking
around saw the wounded man on the

floor with the revolver, as the witness |

thought, in his left hand. As the wound
was in the right side of Fisher’s head it
is probable that Bolles was mistaken
about it being the left hand which grip-
ped the weapon. Some one took the re-
volver from Fisher’s hand and threw 1t
onto a seat. : :

E. B. Conkling was sworn, after Bol-
les concluded his testimony. Conkling

was sitting with his back to Fisher, and

«ad just risen to his feet and turned to-

vard the front end of the car when he

aw the,Montana man in the act of fir-

ng. OConkling heard the report, which

vas mufiled, and immediately Fisher

iell, with the revolver in his right hand.
Saw Fisher Shoot.

G. R. McGoxan of Fairhaven, Wash-

| ington, was the last and “most important

witness examined. He occupied a seat
directly behind Fisher. When the train
slacked up and it was announced that
Ressland had been reached he started
across the aisle to look out of the win-
dow, intending to get a view of the
town. He had hardly risen from his
seat when he beheld Fisher, standing
with his head inclined toward his right
hand, in which he held a revolver. A
second later, as McGowan stood almost
spellbound at the sight, Fisher pulled

the trigger and a subdued report rang

out.

Fisher fell forward, striking the floor
between the seats, on his face. Mc¢Gowan
saw the bullet' hole in the gide of the

L man’s head and the revolver held in his

hand, which was twitching violently.
Someone took the revolver from Fisher’s
hand. McGowan then left the car.

At the conclusion ot the witnesses’ tes-
'timony, Coroner Bowes stated that
as  MecGowan’s  evidence showed
withont doubt the manner of Fish-
er's death, he thought it unneces-
sarv to call more witnesses, Atv 3:50
o’ciock the jury retired, bringing 1n the
verdict as abuve given, in 20 minutes.

Doubtless a Suicide,

is no reason to Dbelieve,
after noting thé evidence, ' and
particularly that given by McGowan,
that Fisher’s death was anything but a
cuicide.  Col. Wharton’s statement that
someone called out *‘lock the doors,”
just before the train stopped would make
it seem that these words were the direct
cause of Fisher’s deed. Bent on escap~
ing from Deer Lodge, where a grand
jury had been summoned to look into
the alleged defaleation committed by
him while recorder of Deer Lodge county,
he probably misconstrued the order to

lock the doors, thinking that officers

There

tive from justice, which he no doubt
considered " himself; whereas in fact, 1t
was only the preparation of the customs
inspector before going throuzh the bag-
gage of the passengers.

isher’'s insurance will probably
amount to $10,000 as he was a member
of various fraternal organizations, 1n-
cluding the K.of P., Mason’s Accident
associotion, Odd Fellows and A. 0.U.
W. The Knights of Pythias, of which
he was a member, gave notice yesterday
that ‘they would take charge of there-
mains and ship them to Deer Lodge for

interment. The body will be shipped
Monday.

were going to search the train for a fugi-|

C. J. WALKER,

108 Bishopegate St. LONDON, ENG.

London Agent of The Rossland Miner
Receives advenjisements of all kinds for
European press. Rates quoted. Com-
. tracts at special prices.
KOOTENAY LAKE
SAWMILL.
KASLO, - -~ = = - B.C.

A1l departments now running. Lumber, rough
and dressed, shingles, laths, doors, sash, finislhs

v

the interior of British Colunibia. '
G. 0. BUCHANAN.
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[LI., examine and report on mining

properties, superintendent dev-
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