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<>u the batllrtw-ki sod be rrwardv hit soldiers 
according U» merit. Merit is the » mount of 
support givra to the government The tenale, 
the cabinet, the Canadian judiciary, and the 
civil «mice all pmcu abundant and magniti- 
r-eul opportunities with which to reward 
the faithful To gain any of these plum» from 
Sir Wilfrid's gift la» a man must lie of his 
political way of thinking. Perhaps Sir Wilfrid 
cannot hr hlainrd when our system of party 
polities renders it necessary for him to use every 
effiwt In keep himself in power. But it does 
not serin hardly right that a man’s ability and 
fitness for public i{fjne sluiuhl la- meaauml by 
his blind ifcvotion to a political leailer

Drawn-racy is supposes) to la- the rule of the 
people but in Canada it isn't. It is an absolute 
rule by one man, and be is a very aide man 
Although we cannot believe that all be does 
is in the best interests of Canada, however, 
as king as party politics is the system by 
which our i-ountry is governed, alike men will 
rise as dictators Sir Wilfrid's personal popu
larity is remarkable, and hie dipkimary and 
personal magnetism are two iA the factors 
which render him. through his position, 
a great man Ills govern meut has tionr a 
great deal fur Canada, but the agricultural 
interests have not liera protected and at tended 
to as have the other great interests In order 
to bold alieolute power it is neiessary to keep 
the agricultural classes at far as possible 
ia subjection and ignorant id the great public 
questions of the day. If every elector in 
Canada were well educated on iiuUic matters 
there would never be such condilauis as exist 
ia Canada under party politics Improve
ments wilt come but it will take some time, 
and the process will be through education

DIFFERENT WAYS OF LOOKING AT IT
Some time ago we sent out a letter asking 

Western menders of the House of Commons 
to give us. for publication, their views up/$i 
four subjects iA paramount impietame to 
Western farmers We did Hot want these 
views for Tub Gi inn's information ah me. 
but that the farmers <A the West might luwn 
the feeling uf their representatives. Many 
of the mendirrs replied m»t frankly and their 
replies were greatly appreciated by the farmers 
Sene did not cars to discute the quest h me 
The latest letter we have received is from 
W M Martin. M P. of Itegina. as follows 

Will nkosovit >ear oeaseirilM u4ar 
■r tse my «etesra se reflate very layutast 
tahfecls. I drew la eSsle thaï I 
silk year reset el | sa ■ illtss I. 
asrelmsi si say tune Mur Ike ye |l- le sk*a 
I «• respsessUs. Lei 4s e-4 Mso is ypeUsehea# 
■y sfeessese ia I hr ereegeerre

Vhgardi « M tftllTIN 4 
While Mr Martin has a perfect right In this 

atUlusle we cannot agree with him that it is a 
prtqirr cour • for him to pursue The subjects 
upon which we askrd his opinion he admits were 
very important llr trailers that at the pres- 
rat juncture I hr Western farmers are very 
animus to know what their mrmle-Ts think 
Mr Martin in dmueung these matters with 
lus own constituent* would le iheng them a 
diet met bench t. I wt ssyrh a thing is imps wide 
la no nay. mold he put hi* emus hafcew all 
the farmer» in lus const11urary rv-epl by letter 
at by publishing them in a pejer Mr May- 
tin's ubole duly » not r.«lined In his own 
nmstiturary. hut to hi« country as well 
These prvddrms that we have placed before 
the Western mender, were national in their 
may. and every mrtmler who has the interest 
id the whole country at heart mu Id not do 
better than In tell the Country where hr stands 
We su haut that Mr Martin takes loo narrow 
a view of the matter and we Iwdirvr a healthier 
<■** would hr givra tu our Canadian pJilm 
d our mrmlers were mtwe free in giving lhew 
views to the public at other then 4rvii.Ni 
time, whew pssqdr ale loo ranted to

WESTERN TARIFF *ipS
The subject of the tariff has lo-n very pne 

iiiineiit - le-fore our reailer. recently. The 
farmer.' nrgariiiation* are unanimous in 
urging that the tariff be reduced and that the 
offer of United States for free trade is farm 
inqdrment » lie accepted. With the exieption 
of Mr. Sifton tlie Western rnemherv of tlie 
House of Commons who have expresses! their 
views are all in favor of a lover tariff. In 
view of this tlie pros|c-ts are/good to have 
tlie tariff revised downwards. We have a num
ber of able Federal member» in the West 
whose views carry- weight at Ottawa no matter 
on which sale of the speaker they may la- sealed. 
I lie* menders are giv ing more attention than 
ever to the problem, of the agricultural 
classe, in the West. It is right that they 
should do u>. With the farmers and tlie mem
bers practically all in favor of a kiwrr tariff 
it would seem difficult for protectionists 
to maintain tlie present extortionate system of 
tariff winch i« framed for the la-nefit of manu
facturers in the east. The farmers are willing 
and glad to bear tbeir full share of the expenses 
of running the puldic business of Canada, 
hut have a legitimate objection to liring taxed 
unduly lor tlis- MppOVt of manufacturing insti
tution» that pav attractive dividend, to their 
share bokiers If all tbe revenue taken from tlie 
pockets of farmers by the tariff went into tlie 
treasury of tlie Dominion government then the 
tariff would not In- the instrument of extortion 
that it ia. But such is not the case. The 
contention that the foreigner pays the tsriff 
tbw-s not hold good When a high tariff is 
phws-d ini a manufactured article it stiqss to a 
great extent the importation of those articles, 
while the Canadian manufacturers of that arti
cle arid the amount of the tariff to the legitimate 
rhargi | In the* cases the
farmer or other consumer pays the whole bur
den of the tariff but the revenue from this lax 
dors not go into the puldic treasury It all 
gva-s to the treasury of the manufacturers 
This is- what the farmr+s object to. Tariff 
for revenue where necessary is not idijeclmoahle 
but protection is rtddu-ry of tbe producers

. TIMES ARE CHANGING
Tbe tin* ia fast approaching » bra the hum 

al the hinds r will l«- beard throughout ti 
True, the crop will hr a light one in most cases, 
hut It must hr liars rated just the same W hat 

• :'ge 111 tlie face of nature III tli- "-s' 
in the past twenty years There are many 

, people living yet in this country who recall 
lhr days ul the buffaloes before the railways 
had come It ia a strange thought to those 
of Us who ale )ounger,and who have more 
recently come to live here But tlie lo»t..r> 
of the past and the adv ancemral that has liera 
made is only what the brain al man i* anuu 
pit slung the world over Despite what l*tuvi- 
druce Las done fur this country the brain 
and hand ul man have brought about remark 
able changes fur whiefc Nature bad prepares I 
the ground First rame the railways and 
cuenrrtesl the praine with the rest iA t anuria 
The people began to come and the wheat began 
t« grow The strum plow and the right lout 
wU Under followed on The former stamping 
and feeding ground fur millions of huffslo 
began to bkwsolu Who did lt> It was the 
men who bad th* courage to come here aa 
psoOrrrv ||y their work they provrtl Western 
Canada to I» nch in natural reanoms beyond 
tbe wiklrst dreams of rasters prophets But 
even though we hair railway « and the farmer 
hat esery latest lut vA marhinery to fanlitate 
the handling al bis crop, yet the rod is not 
yet. The rural irirphcw w|,wh was un 
thought al a lew years ago ia now a reality 
The farmer no his land it now very rkssr t» 
the news al the market» There ia still great 
palm for advaaeemrat and the next ten 
years will me equal advances with the last 
decade Rural mad delivery will give every

farmer a mail delivered at his door and will 
thus place him more closely in touch with 
the news of the world. Now the inventor* 
tell us that wireless telephones and telegraphs 
will be common in a few years We can only- 
hope so and look ahead to it. A w ise man nos - 
a-days uevri doubts anything the inventor 
may tell him. If he tells us that in the future 
we will hum tbe gases of the'air for our fuel we 
will not tell him it cannot be. Thus the chang
es route and we must keep abreast of tlie 
times. The farmers of the West are probably 
ahead of those of most other parts of the work! 
in couragejipd enterprise. We will see them • 
take advantage of their opportunities as they, - 
come. • o

* * *

THE EXHIBITION SEASON
Now is the mason of the year when fairs are 

being held all over ti* Hi 1 I - ' are 
most valuable institutions to tlie country. 
They are of great educational value, and they 
are also of great convenience to the farmers 
who wish to inspect various manufactured 
goods and compare them with others. They 
also form an intent ive to stockmen to send 
good exhibits and this is a great benefit to the 
industry generally. ,\t the big city fairs the
fanners bave opportunities to study tlie ad- 
x amemrot of the world along prac tically all 
lines. They are great educators. It is also a 
splendid holiday season A few days spent 
at the fair combine to furnish to a farmer 
probably more real benefit than any other 
similar time during the year. The children 
enjoy the circus that accompanies the fair, 
and the horqr racing it not the least important 
part of tlie program One feature of which 
the West may well lie proud is that as a rule 
lliesr fairs are clean and wholesome and no 
questionable attractions are allowed upon the 
grounds. Improvements rnigty still I* made 
by eliminating some ul the fakirs and hawker* 
who pester visitors at the fair, to purchase 
what they do not want, and annoy them by 
their continual hubub.

Sir Wilfrid will no doubt In- weary I «-fore the 
Western farmers have completed their case 
In-fore him at the * ariosi* meeting plants 
in the three provinces But this cannot In- 
helped and it should In- canvrmlerrd that Sir 
W ilfnd has tired the fanner* by his treatment 
of the tariff and the Hudson's Bay Road

Vo-oprraliun i- tlie keynote ul the phenom
enal sorrow* of the farmers' movement in the 
W est. Co-sqieratiun will hr the curnerslonr 
ul all the future work that the farmers may 
amunplish

• • •
The eyes of the world are wetching the 

Grain Growers' Grain Company Never Iw-fnre 
have fenacts taken bold al thru own business 
ia tbe wav that the W. itrra farmers ba' ■ 
a> sum tafully .

• • •
The grain growers find that by handling 

their grain through their own rumpwny they 
get better prices and save the lug profit* 
that formerly went to the elevator men

There it no reason why the Grain Growers' 
Gram Company shtml I mil ilrv rUqi so that it 
will handle the bulk al the farmers' grain in 
the Went.

Uhl Sf has taken a heavy toll off of the farm 
rrv al the West We ran I get hark al him aa 
arena at the elev atuggsHnliine

The farmers of Il*r West have the future in 
their own hands Jhev ran make lhie rountrs 
a farmers' paradise u they are determined


