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Our Prize Homesteaders
The following article was awarded the Fifth Prize in our recent Momealeadera" Competition

How An English City Man Made Good
By Wi bam Hordern. Deed am. Saab

Net In win a pi ire. nor because ef 
aouderful l hinge act umpllabed do I 
write, but it la interesting la recall the 
way on* has gone. My experience may 
let el eat, sin. I am one of many Kag
lisa men city bora and bred aha base 
come and are rowing her* unite inne 
real of any knowledge ef ngricaltare 
aad hate to begin nt tne I ml rudiments 
ef farming. In hers I hope may learn 
from our ripen core ami i-rogt by our 
miatahew. I had been a draper or dry 
goods man for twealyoa# yew re, a I moot 
wholly spent in my native tow a, I «eic ea­
ter; but the hist setca years it was a 
kmieg game, lias lag ail yoeag children 
aad seeing little proa peel then la Bag 
land, I and my eldest boy, age 14, came 
owl Went le apy out conditions for the 
f el ere. I si. 4» yeers of age, wad
far from strung end ae indoor life, the 
wear aad worries of baaiaeu and bring 
unaccustomed to leborioee work ill- 
•tied me for farming in the Weal. We 
quitted Bagla ad oa a suitable day 
(April I) oa M Manitoba with Barr a 
colony to solve the mysteries of piooeer 
leg. Artised at Beehatooa after ive 
days' railway journey, la middle of 
April. We lived for nome deye le mili­
tia tenta, kindly furnished by the 
government, and water in nor tent often 
frore an lark at eight. Bet we 
enjoyed the big change and 
the fredom Alter seeing 
nearly all the Barrîtes off to 
Moydminster we came down 
to "lloedurn, not thinning it 
nereaaary to 1res 2«m miles 
from a railway to a farm. We 
brought down a wheellmrrow 
which two young laimloner» 
had bought ia Neakalooa, pro 
posing to Wheel l.ieir baggage 
to l.loydminster on foot. A 
one mile joutnry in that fash 
ion sufficed them. The day sr 
arrived ia Ihmdurn was bitter 
|y cold with a strung wind, 
and we were glad of the 
warmth of the fire in the dr 
Imt. Here were a group of
men who enquired of us many 
things. They pitied ou/ pros­
pecta of sleeping in a tent and 
Mr. David Whiting kindly 
took us to bis shank that 
night. We do not forgot how 
giHKl he and his wife were to 
us forlorn strang-rs for the 
three days we were with them.
Having tented a few days 
more at llundurn we bought a 
seeond hand hickory wagon, 
some household goods and 
yoke of oxen at a reasonable 
ngure. and moved May 6 on to 
a small homestead, ->'4 miles 
away, containing 105 ncrea.
Knowing no one we could not 
hear then of a better homestead. Those 
who did know of them kept it to them­
selves, but Inter we found that if you 
would buy a quarter section vou could 
be put on a homestead adjoining or 
near, or vou could be put on a home­
stead for 450 or $100. They were 
” blanketted,” apparently.

A Green Hand

We lived in the tent for some two 
months on the homestead. Whitsun 
week was a “corker” for bad weather, 
sleet, rain and stormy winds. The 
tent blew down several times and the 
bed got wet and we were forced to seek 
shelter elsewhere, though neighbors were 
few and far between. I bought a walk 
ing plow and a boy gave me my first 
lesson in plowing with oxen. I did 
not ratrh on to ‘he plow regulations 
very well for some time, and a neighbor 
passing, seeing the labor I was making 
of holding the plow in the furrow, gave 
me a further lesson. He al«o broke 
eight acres for me Ister on. and he has 
frequently ehaffed me at my greenness 
in not knowing how to grease the wa

goo I broke four acres, but wring lit
■>g I I Ul in Ih

Push*la of pota|pra, making a kola la 
iha awl with a pick and entering the 
hole by hand. I found myself ill Sited 
for blowing or hard work aad eepee tally 
In the hot sea. aad my work did not ex 
reed ala boors dailv oflea I race el t 
to eerape Ike beat. Mi wa was eely 
» sin » boy, aad though he was
very willing, neither of un was “up to 
murk." I brought out a little capital, 
hat aay me a with average strength and 
some knowledge of farm work wit hoot 
raj ital was better fitted to atari farm- 
lag. We plowed In two beshek of pota­
toes», but did not dine It. The sod was 
dry and bard later, nad eely a few of 
I Howe seed foe ad their way Ihroegb 
Wa ««Id 100 baskets al Ike fall for a 
fair figure, however, digging them ap 
with a spade

I believe It a good phi a for a new 
homesteader to bay seeoad bead merlon 
rr* at filet if rspiiwl is scarce, no long 
as Ike machinery le ia reasonable form 
ttxra are also good to begin with. I 
advocate a man keeping oat of debt all 
be raa. I to oil hunt all y on can. Get 
a good name for honesty and for nay 
lag year way at all times. | believe 
it ia better for a homesteader to employ

some eevoeu naan mac mace mow 
line aad barrow. I put up some bar 
belli a stable, lêilo. of rough 

wr, with polos from the beak for

my son here with Mrs Them, who wan 
Very good le hlm. I was not able to 
refera to Canada till I be end of the 
next July aad I isa It was lee late far* 
breaking. I bad sold the ogee on 
lime aad never got paid, which was a 
loan I felt I now bought tun horses 
aad some second band machines 
era, disc aad harrow, 
nad
lember,
pasta, aad a sod roof I also bought 
a row and calf I had broken myself 
thirteen arrea ia the firat year end a 
neighbor bad pat la the crop t'afor 
tanalely it wan badly emailed aad I 
only gof 43c pur banhel for It. Here I 
les rat the lesson to treat the seed by 
hleeetoee aad later I found formelle aa 
good aad lean labor. My yoeag »« 
was now the better man for tbs field 
work and with the two horses be was 
able to backset the twenty acres I bad 
had In crop.

The third year we needed the twenty 
scree with wheat and plowed some 
17 nrrra for oats that apriag. That 
fall I bought another home, a new bln 
der ton a three year payment plan), a 
second hand seeder and rake. Ho far 
cl- c, t for the binder) I paid cash, but 

by Joly oar last i>eaay was gone. My
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a neighbor to break the necessary land 
and seed it, etc., than go into debt 
for machinery. The man can then 
go out to work until a fair amount of 
capital is obtained and he ia little likely 
of getting into financial difficulty or 
a forced «ale.

After the spring work I set about to 
build a one roomed shark, 14 feet by 16 
feet of lumber, dug n cellar under it 
and pnl a well down 23 feet for water. 
Till then we had drunk slough water, 
bat remembering the British soldiers in 
South Afriea we were eareful always 
to boil it well, for it wss olive with red 
creatures which we strained out. T.atcr 
we carried water first half a mile and 
later a mile or more in a pail daily from 
neigubor'• svella. for the «loughs dried 
up as summer advanced Cooking was 
a difficulty, for we could not get eggs 
and milk, meat, butter, potatoes and 
bread were all hard to get, settlers be­
ing few and atoek scarce.

Stirling In Birneat
In Xovemlo-r I sailed for England 

to sell n.y business, settle my affaire and 
bring out my wife and family, leaving

son now got a job to break thirty five 
acres, which brought in some $V5. This 
wna handy to ua. lint we now know it 
would have been better to have broken 
this on my land, for the succeeding year 
I could have shipped a car of wheat. It 
pays to have the land broken, for till 
then it bringa nothing, and hiring it 
done |>aye I find, if one cannot do much 

VI - il-o broke another twenty 
arrea, more than completing my own 
thirty seres required and I proved op. 
I had managed to buy another house, 
14x20, of a man who returned to the 
States, which was joined to the one I 
built.

Making Progress

This same year I borrowed $250 at 
5 per cent, interest on two life insurance 
policies I had running in England. 
There was murh red tape to get this deal 
put through, impers crossing the water 
three times, and the land I was trying 
to buy next to me wna pot up $1.50 per 
acre by the land company in the mean­
time, the firat payment of $250 only just 
about making up this advance. I bought

the land 1144 scree) for 4* per err*, 
fur I mbm foresaw that my small home 
•teed ceehl a at paeeibly melelaie a 
family of eight.

This fall, loo, (Ihe third) I reserved 
a homestead two mile* away far my eon 
till he wee 1$.

My tret break leg bow grew ahead* at 
barh wheel, aad I lee rat the severally of 
faaaiag the seed to clean It. I get 
eom* <>ui build lags pet up thte rear, la 
rledlB* a hea bouse, hogs' place aad 
raa. aad oa# or loo granaries, but found 
the high price of lumber rrippllag far 
del eg what I would have liked. Back 
rear llf aot feet) was a steady advaaee.
I was very earefal égalant debts, far 
al this lime I wee plagued by * grata 
oaaliag me to bet all hied* of marble 
-ry niad mills, grtadcra, eta., which ia 
duces no many homeoteedera ta get late 
a hoiwlrraly involved puai Hoe. I os» also 
getting along at last ia learning la fsrm 
properly.

I have bow tweatv brad of rattle by 
nalaral leerrase, alee work hors*, be 
aides four colls, aad a doable set ef 
nearly all farm machinery I have two 
movable giaaarica, which I can reeem 
mead others to get, for they are eery 
handy, rave throwing grain oa the 
ground and raa lie placed bandy to the 

threshing rig, which eaves hir­
ing help for hauling, la 1*10 
droug It at rack tala district 
badly and I judge I only rare 
ed a bare living that year la 
coaaeqaeaca.

la l»l I again we had early 
frost, and grain ia going No. I 
and 4. lair threshing aad car 
shortage have been bed 
amuad here aad price of grain 
ia down. My son and 1 have 
agreed on a gasoline engine 
plowing this spring. The late 
i hreahing haa left ua with 
prartirally no lead backset, 
and It Ia a choice of an engine 
or land not properly prepared 
for seeding. We will have 400 
arrea to seed this apriag, and 
we a .Ijqied four ran of wheat, 
have our need, and thirty five 
arrea not yet three had (Jan­
uary 10) wllh 2.200 bushels of 
oais and be.ley ia bin. My eon 
got a preemption next his 
non rstcad on which he baa 
low | iuvi d up. I alao secured 
a prr cm pi ion three miles away 
end bought another quarter 
within two miles at $15 per 
acre two years ago. Ho we 
keep • ' inching” along, though 
the land ia not all paid for yet.

I never bare the itobble, 
na 1 believe it should be re­
turn* l to the land it came 
from to make humus again. I 

get all the straw I ran need up for 
lM-ddlng and get roughage for rattle, 
and return nil the manure I ran on to 
the hind. Von see I do a bit of mixed 
farming, and find the money from a 
steer or butter sold very useful at times. 
1 learned the necessity of fallowing to 
keep down weeds, an«f believe in work­
ing the land well for fallowing and for 
seeding.

The last 7 years I was in bosinew is 
Kngland I wna losing $500 a year. Her' 
the contrary process is going on; an I 
we are healthier and happier and with 
a life of greater freedom and variety. 
Kxrept for the moequitoea and the win- 
tern, nothing can lie better than Canada 
for an enterprising man. My account 
contains nothing wonderful, only steady 
plodding work to the one goal, soccraa; 
but I think I ran claim that there ia 
“something accomplished, something 
done. ”

Take away affection and goodwill, and 
all pleasure is taken away from life.— 
Cicero.


