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ID OF THE DEATH
AND ASSUMPTION OF MARY.

iAa to-morrow will be the solemn
ization of the glorious feast of the 
•Assumption, all Catholics feel a deep 
interest, on that day, in everything 
connected with the departure of the 
Blessed Virgin from earth. The "Avc 
Maria" gives its readers the story, or 
legend found in the "CatteJogus Sanc
torum," by Peter De Nat&libus. We 
take the liberty of reproducing that 
bl ight page of sacred literature for 
the benefit of all who may not hap
pen to read the "Ave Maria." It 
runs thus :—

"We are told that after the disper
sion of the Apostles, the Blessed Vir
gin dwelt in her house beside Mount 
8ion; and that she sedulously visited 
all the spots of her Son's life and 
passion so long as she lived, and she 
is said to have lived twenty-four 
years after the Ascension of Christ. 
And when, on a certain day, her heart 
burned within her with longing for1 
her Son, so that- she broke out into 
very abundant tears, the Angel Ga
briel stood beside her, and reverently 
saluting her, told her, on behalf of 
her Son, that after three days she 
(should depart from the flesh and 
reign with Him forever. And the An
gel gave her a branch of palm from 
paradise, which he commanded should 
be borne before her bier. And the 
Virgin, rejoicing, gave thanks to God 
and besought two boons of the An
gel—first, that her sons, the Apos
tles, might be assembled at her 
death, that she might die in their 
presence, and that they might accom
pany her to the tomb; secondly, that 
In expiring she might not behold the 
Evil One. And the Angel promised 
her that these things should be. And 
the palm-branch was green in the 
stem, but its leaves were like the 
morning star.

"And while John was preachihg in 
Ephesus, behold it thundered, and a 
cloud caught him and set him down 
at Mary's door. He entered in, and 
Mary marvelled and wept for joy. 
She told him that she had been sent 
for, and that Christ had brought 
him to her. She besought him to 
take charge of her burial, and to bear 
the palm-branch before her bier. And 
while John was wishing for the pre
sence of his brother Apostles, be
hold they were all transported in 
clouds from the places where they 
preached, and set down together be
fore the door of Mary. To whom, 
while they gazed on one another, 
greatly astonished. John went forth, 
warning them, of Mary's summons, 
admonishing them not to weep, nor 
let it be imputed to them that they 
who preached the Resurrection feared 
death.

"And when the Holy Virgin beheld 
the Apostles assembled around her. 
she blessed the Lord; and they sat 
around her, with lights burning and 
watched till the third day. And to
ward nightfall on the third day Je

sus came down with hosts of Saints 
and angels, and they ranged them
selves before Mary’s couch. Sweet 
hymns were heard at intervals till 
the middle of the night. And then 
Jesus called her softly twice that 
she should come to Hhà; and she 
answered that she was ready joyful
ly to yield the spirit. And thus her 
spirit quitted-the body and flew into 
the arms of her Son. And she nei
ther suffered pain nor her body cor
ruption.
_ "Now the Lord commanded the 
Apostles that they should carry her 
body into the Valley of Jehoshaphat 
and place it in a new tomb that had 
been dug there, and watch three days 
beside it till He should return. And 
straightway there surrounded her 
flowers of roses, which are the bless
ed company of martyrs; and lilies of 
the valley, which are the bands of 
angels, confessors and virgins. And 
the angels that had remained in 
heaven came down to meet the an
gels that ascended up from earth, 
and the latter answered and said ; 
"This is she who is beautiful among 
the daughters of Jerusalem, even as 
ye have seen her, full of grace and 
love." Thus her soul was received 
up into heaven, rejoicing, and was 
seated on the throne at the right 
hand of her Divine Son. And the 
Apostles saw that her soul was such 
that no mortal tongue could express 
its whiteness.

"And when the body was laid on 
the bier, Peter and Paul uplifted it, 
and the other Apostles ranged them
selves around it. John bore the palm- 
branch in front of it. And Peter be
gan to sing, Tn exitu Israel de 
Egypto.’ and the rest joined softly in 
the psalm. And the Lord covered the 
bier and the Apostles with a cloud, 
so that they might be heard but not 
seen. And the angels were present 
singing with the Apostles. And all 
the city was attracted by that won
drous melody.

"But the Jews ran to arms that 
they might seize and burn the bodv. 
And the high-priest put forth his 
hand to overthrow the bier; but his 
hand straightway withered, and the 
rest of the people we>e stricken with 
blindness. Then the high-priest be
sought Peter, who promised that If 
he confessed that Mary was the Mo
ther of God he should receive his 
eight. And he confessed it and saw. 
And taking the palm-branch, by com
mand of Peter he touched each man 
among the people- and such as be
lieved in the Most Blessed Virgin re
ceived their sight, but such as be
lieved not remained blind.

"And the Apostles laid the body of 
the Virgin in the tonib. and they 
watched beside it three days. And on 

third day the Lord appeared

at Tien Tsin, and, through him, to 
the Viceroy of Bche-Li, and requested 
'that a sufficient force of soldiers be 
sent to oppose the progress of the 
rioters, who became more numerous 
and more desperate every day. Mean
while, we wiped away the dust from 
our cannons and rifles of 1860, and 
after putting them in repair, we 
trained the cannons on our walls and 
handed the rifles to our brave Chris
tian 1 volunteers, who had placed 
themselves at our disposal. Within 
two days we had 800 men, some 
armed with rifles, others with 
swords, while the rest had spears, 
knives, axes, iron bars, etc. The 
Boxers, numbering 800, were desir
ous. first of all, to carry the village' 
of Tomtai-Kon, not far distant from 
our residence, and hastened to storm 
the houses of the Christians who had 
taken up arms. Intrepid, though few 
in number, the Christians waitéd for 
the Boxers, and from the, roofs of 
their houses spread death and havoc 
in the ranks^of the enemy. The Box
ers fled, but soon rallied at the 
sound of their tam-tam in a neigh
boring village, and again were get
ting ready to storm the village when 
trumpets were heard, which had the 
effect of throwing them into disorder 
and made them take flight perma
nently. The approaching force was a 
troop of cavalry of the regular army 
which Father Becker, in a most 
pressing letter, had requested the 
mandarin to dispatch to his help 
The cavalrymen came in great haste, 
and though they reached the scene of 
action too late to take part in the 
victory, they at least scattered he 
enemy, who was again about to ral
ly. In fact, they prevented the re

newal of battle, which might have 
lieen disastrous to the Christians.

Utogether forty-five dhristian 
communities , were devastated. 
Which no religious service of any kind 
can be held. Should the soldiers who 
Were sent to our help be recalled by 
events occurring on the sea coaat or 
at Tien Tein, we would again be at 
the mercy of those countless hordes, 
who cherish in their hearts an im
placable hatred of Europeans and the 
Christian religion.

"What the Boxers require from our 
Christians is apostasy. At thqt price 
our neophytes might avert plunder 
and incendiarism. Up to date, how
ever, no Christian community has 
proved faithless, and we notice in 
the communities that have not yet 
suffered an increase of fervor which 
evidently comes from on high. All 
the faithful are coming to confession 
lest they should be surprised by their 
fanatical foes. Thosie who have been 
dispersed bear with fortitude their 
miseries together with the rigor of a 
winter exceptionally hard, patiently 
Waiting for justice to be rendered to 
thepi by the local authorities. Re
ligious fervor has increased among 
most of them.

"The. great number of those who 
preferred the loss of their pos- 

>ion to apostasy is a gheat con
solation for us. There have been some 
beautiful examples of this. In Father 
Iaore’s district a Christian not noted 
for his fervor and whom the Boxers, 
on that account, believed they would 
easily gain over, resisted obstinately 
the summons to abandon his faith 
For this his ears were cut off, and 
after having endured torture for four 
days he was put to death."

MR. REDMOND’S SPEECH AT CORK

the
with a multitude of angels and rais- 
ed up His Immaculate Mother, and 
she was received, body and soul, in 
to heaven."

THE CHINESE WAR FROM CATHOLIC SOURCES.

The secular press Is teeming with 
reports of the war in China which 
ere more or less prejudiced against 
Catholic missions.

The following letter from the Rev 
Father Marquet, superior of the mis
sion of Tche-Li, describing the out- 
'break of the Boxers will, therefore, 
■on this account, be a kind of an an
tidote to these biassed reports :

'Hers we are at the height of a 
hitter persecution, nay* Father Mar
tinet. It has been started by that 
diabolical sect, the J-Ho-KInen (call
ed Boxers by the English), whose 
pas»-word is 'Death to Europeans 
and all thoee who adopt their doc
trine.’ There ie not a city nor a 
village in which that furious sect, has 
not many followers. Thoee fanatics 
claim that, by the help of certain In- 
ceJBttttlons, they become Invulnerable 
as soon as the spirit to which they 
surrender themselves has taken pos
session of them. But when ever a 
Christian is present or wherever o 
chun* stands the spirit, they say, 
Sees sot descend upon them, and so 
they cannot become invulnerable.

"la order the more effectually to 
stir up hatred against the Chris 
tlane, they spread the report that
the latter had 
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chiefs, every Christian establishment 
at Jvmg-Tcheou was sacked 

"At Leou-pa-Tchoang, a Christian 
to save his house was 

stabbed; then an inflammatory fluid 
was poured over his body and set on 
Are, while he was still breathing. \A 
few day» later it was the turn of the 
Christian establishment» of Bou- 
Tcheag. Kfcao-Ho and Tong-Koang. 
The district a# Father Asdlauer (news of whose massacre wss^Sd a^w 
days ago), the real hotbed of the 
Boxers, suffered most. First of all, 
the Christians were asked to apos
tatize, but, so far as is known, none 
did so. and every Christian commu- 

the exception of that of 
l u-Kia-Tchoang, whose members had 
taken flight, was devastated. In the 
absence, of the latter, their pagan 
relatives paid money to the mis
creants and placed superstitious im
ages on the threshold of their houses 
•o as to make It appear that tin 
families had apostatized.

S3
in the greatest danger. He h»d to 
take refuge in the eft*. His house
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DISSOLUTION AT HAND. — In 
view of the approaching dissolution 
of the British Parliament a series of 
monster meetings are being held 
throughout Ireland. The most re
cent gathering was that held in the 
grand old city of Cork, under the 
auspices of the Cork Unity Commit
tee, at which Mr. John E. Redmond, 
chairman of the Irish Party, deliver
ed the following telling speech. He 
said :—

This is the largest demonstration 
that I have had the honor of taking 
part hi Cork for many a long year, 
and I take this demonstration as 
conclusive proof that, so far as the 
men of Cork are concerned, they thor
oughly understand the gravity of the 
crisis that has arisen in the history 
of our country, and that they are 
practically of one mind as to the 
way in which that crisis is to be 
met. I am not sure that every other 
part of Ireland is as wide awake to 
the fact of the situation as you seem 
to be here in Cork. We are upon the 
very eve of a dissolution of Parlia
ment. Without any doubt whatever. 
Parliament will be dissolved within 
the next few months, and then the 
«July will be thrown upon the people 
at very great coot and at very great 
labor to return to the House of Com
mons a strong and united Parlia
mentary Party. Now, I say that 
this is a work which even in the very 
heyday of the National movement 
could not be undertaken with a light 
heart, without serious thought and 
without careful preparation : and I 
confess I am amazed at the fact that 
the country has not awakened more 
quickly to the immediate duty which 
lies before it. Unless within the next 
few weeks the work of preparation 
for the general election is taken up. 
and carried on with vigor for Ire
land, the result will undoubtedly bo 
that we will have to wait perhaps 
another decade before we are able 
to demand our rights in the House 
of Commons with such a union anti 
such a power as will necessitate their 
concession. Now, I want , you and I 
want the country to seriously consi- 

.the situation. It is absolute 
madness for a single day to be lost 
in preparing for the time of trial 
which in. almost upon us. I may be 
asked what should the country do. 
Well, the first and most essential 
mean» of preparing for the election 
Which is almost upon us is to per
fect all over the country the Nation
al organization of the people. This 
meeting ia to me a apurée of great 
encouragement, because it shows me 
that here in Cork this organization 
of the United Irish, League is going 
tb become a» universal and as pow
erful as either the National League 
or the Land League in the past. 1 
desire to ask publicly to-day what 
valid reason is there for any Irish 
Nationalist holding aloof from this

conception of the necessities of the 
movement. It altered its programme 
and enlarged its aims, by which it 
also altered its constitution; it crer 
ated for its government in the future 
a representative central authority, 
and I say that national assembly m 
Dublin, notwithstanding the regret
table absence from it of some few 
important men. gave to that organ
ization the seal of national author
ity Fellow-countrymen, I would de
sire to-day to make an appeal to na
tionalists in those parts of Ireland 
wh^re the league up to this moment 
had not obtained a foothold. I would 
ask them does not this organization 
hold the field. t\hat alternative is 
there? Do they not recognize that 
some such organization as this is es
sential? There is no alternative. It 
has received national authority, and 
I would beg of them to throw- in 
their lot with it. I have been con
nected in my time with national or
ganizations in Ireland for twentv 
years, and I say there has been no 
organization in my time in this coun
try . which Was so absolutely demo
cratic in its constitution as this one. 
I^t me explain what I mean. There 
may be a county or a portion of a 
county; there may be a constituency 
where the majority of the peopl'e 
don't like the founders of the United 
Irish League, and are distrustful to 
put more power into their hands, but 
if they take up the United Irish 

ague, not its founders, not a little 
clique of men anywhere, but thov 
themselves, the people of that coun
ty, or the people of that constituen
cy, will own the United Irish League 
will be the masters of it, will h&ve 
in their hands the selection of their 
members of Parliament and will con
trol the movement within their own 
borders. Under these circumstances I 
deeply regret that any Irishman 
should hold aloof from the organiza
tion, and I would appeal to any of 
those with whom my words may 
have influence throughout the coun
try , to come into this organization, 
to do 8t> immediately, and thus to 
prepare in the only effective way for 
the general election which is almost 
upon us.

man who by neglect of Parliamentary 
duties or for any other reason has 
forfeited the confidence of his consti
tuents. No, the people themselve;, 
without any wire-pulling from a cen
tral body, without any machining, 
without any intimidation, or dicta
tion—the public themselves in each 
constituency must decide for them
selves who their member will be. Of 
course, where a constituency choses 
to appeal to us for advice and as
sistance we will deem it our duty 
and afford it to them, but bej'ond 
that we will not go, except to give 
to the constituencies generally words 
of advice, such as I venture to ad
dress to them to-day.

organization ?

THE LEAGUE'S POWER. — The 
the United Irish 

ie before, the country I defy

FAIR PlAY,—It has been said 
quite recently, and upon some au
thority, that this organization has 
eet calt on & campaign of persecution 
of certain members at the Irish Par
ty, because they belonged in the post 
to one or other sections into which 
our Irish members were divided. < Ï 
to-day publicly repudiate any such 
policy. I repudiate it as a member 
of the Irish Party, and a» its Chair
man; And I repudiate it also as one 
who haa the honor pf being a mem- 
ber of the central governing author
ity of the United Irish League. Fel
low-countrymen, such a policy- as 
that would be a foolish policy. If 
the last ten years have taught Ire
land anything it should be that while

QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDI
DA YES.—What should b6 the consi
derations governing constituencies in 
the selection of members? I say the 
first qualification of a man is and 
by his post record, or by the record 
of his family, or by the knowledge 
of the people amongst whom he lives 
he shall be regarded as one who is a 
Nationalist in heart and spirit, and 
therefore a man who is never likely 
to Dc guilty of any treason, either 
intentionally or unintentionally, to 
the national cause. Y ou know what 
I mean. I do not say that he should 
be necessarily a man who has been 
active for years, but the constituen
cy, should satisfy itself that he is by 
instinct, I would say, an Irish Na
tionalist, and if they do they will 
feel that their future is safe. He 
should also be a man of character. 
Fellow-countrymen, a great deal de
pends upon the character of the man 
whom you send to represent you in 
the House of Commons. In a very 
special manner he is forced to main
tain the honor and dignity of Ire
land, and I sev. therefore, that the 
first consideration with a constitu
ency should be to select a man who 
by instinct and by thç very blood in 
his veins is an Irish nationalist and 

man of character as well. In the 
second place, they should endeavor.to 
select men of knowledge and ability. 
Fellow-countrymen, 1 am one of 
those who believe that no one can 
ever estimate the services which enn 
be rendered to Ireland by an honest 
and united and able Irish party. 
You should send men who under
stand your grievances, men who un
derstand the people, men who will 
have the ability to plead your cause, 
in that assembly men who will be a 
credit to Ireland and to you. And, 
lastly, and by no means least, the 
constituencies should have regard as 
to whether the men they are about 
to select will be able to attend to 
their business in the House of Com
mons. Fellow-countrymen, there is 
no good in electing a party of 85 
Nationalists if they are not able tc 
attend the House of Commons. With
in this last session, which is now 
coming to a close, there were actual
ly two or three occasions upon which 
we would hax’e been able by our 
votes to defeat the Government if we 
had the entire Irish party in the di
vision. I don't blame these men. Al
low me to put their case before you.
A large proportion of them—a very 
large proportion of them — were 
elected by constituencies who had, 
their eyes upon the fact that these 
men would be unable, unless assist
ed, to give continuous representation 
in Parliament. That, assistance was 
not afforded, and they were thus 
obliged to husband their resources, 
that we were only able to bring Irish 
members from Ireland to the House 
of Commons four or five times during 
the session instead of having been 
there practically all the time. The 
business of the member of Parliament 
was during the session to be at the 
House of Commons. I say the strong
est Government that ever lived can't 
be sure of Its existence for any long 
time if every night there is a body 
of 80 members watching and waiting 
for the opportunity in any question 
that may arise to strike a blow for 
Ireland. Gentlemen, let me be not 
misunderstood. It would be deplor
able if men were selected for Parlia
ment simply because they could pay 
their way. That must not be a gov
erning consideration, but what I say 
is that the consideration must be 
taJcen into account by the constitu
encies, and thàt the number of men 
who have to be provided for should 
not be so large that the country 
would not be able to support them. 
These are general considerations 
which I desire to put before the con
stituencies at once, because I think 
the time is almost arrived when this 
question of organizing add consider
ing who the members will be must 
be taken up if we are with any con
fidence to enter upon the general 
election.

have been made as to the use that 
fund may be put to. The fund will 
not be used, not one farthing of it, 
for any factional purposes, or for any 
purpose except the broad national 
one of supporting the candidates of 
men fvho have been selected by the 
free voice of the people of the consti
tuency (applause). I appeal to the 
Irish people generally, and I appeal 
to the branches of the United Irish 
League not to let a single moment 
pass without holding collections and 
making this fund such a success that 
it will be hopeless for the Unionist 
Party to endeavor to spring upon 
(Ireland a series of vexatious con
tests. I believe you should be full vf 
hope for the future of Ireland.

APPEALS FOR UNITY. — Since I 
last spoke in Cork a great change 
lias come upon the country. No one 
in his senses believed that after ten 
years of disunion, and such disunion 
as we have had. it would be possible 
m one moment, to obliterate all trace ' 
of the past and to absolutely unite 
all Nationalists in one body7. No one 
can deny his fact, that the great 
split which rose ten years ago is 
over and gone. There is to-day no 
split between Parnellite and anti- 
I'arnellite (applause). These two 
great forces have come together, and- 
I say it matters comparatively little 
that their remains over some little 
side issues still to be decided, some 
individual here and there yet to be 
conciliated when we, know that the 
two great streams have once again 
come together. During the last +en 
years Irish Nationalist opinion was 
divided like a river that branches 
out into two great streams that 
seemed as if they were parted for 
ever and were going to flow in differ
ent directions to the sea. These two 
streams have unit§d. There has been 
a meeting of the waters (applause), 
and although there are still some lit
tle side currents and eddies, I be
lieve these side currents and eddies 
ore only observable because at the 
moment the water in the stream is 
somewhat low; but the water will 
rise, and when the fresh comes down 
from the mountain, as it will at the 
general election, it will flood the bed 
of the stream, these side currents 
will no longer be observable, will no 
longer be important. The whole 
stream with its gathered strength 
will flow down in one mighty vol
ume to the sea of our hopes and as
pirations (applause).

FATHER LARKIN’S JUBILEE.

Rev. Michael Larkin, P.P., of Graf
ton, Ont., one of the best known 
priests in the diocese of Peterboro, 
Celebrated his silver Jubilee last 
week. The clergy of the d.iocese pre
sented the esteemed priest with an 
address of congratulation accompan
ied by a well-filled purse. Father 
Larkin made his classical studies at 
Regiopolis College, Kingston, and at 
Quebec. His theological studies were 
n-ade at the Grand Seminary, Mont
real. On the 22nd of July, 1876, he 
was ordained priest In Kingston.

A HOME FOR PRIESTS.

The idea of building a National 
Free Home for poor priests, who are 
mentally or physically unfit for the 
mission, seems to be meeting with 
considerable favor in the East. Rev. 
P. J. McManus of Baptist Hill, 
Ilallstead. Pa., is the chièf promoter, 
and his enterprise has the support of 
many leading1 clergymen throughout « 
the United States. That there p.te 
man^ poor and broken-down priests 
in this country no one can deny, and 
there are only two monasteries (one 
in Kentucky and the other in Iowa), 
where the secular clergy are admit
ted, and then the board and lodgings 
per month averages $20. Truly, 
while the Church provides liberally, 
for the widows and orphans, the de
crepit and the insane, little or no 
provision is made* for the tottering, 
saintly old priest, who baptizes us 
at birth and closes our eyes in eter-. 
nal sleep.—The Tntehnountain and 
Colorado Catholic.,
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MONEY REQUIRED. — There Is 
one other consideration which must 
be present with ua all. It is more 
than likely, in my opinion, that the 
Unionist Party will start all over 
Ireland vexatious contests simply tar 
the purpose of endeavoring to waste
-rs,-.—-

Uo _ 
i before. '

A NOTE OF WARNING,—Parents 
and guardians cannot be too fre
quently admonished, for their own 
good,, and that of the young subject 
to their authority, with regard to 
the necessity of sleepless vigilance in 
supervising the reading matter which 
finds its wav Into the hand» of their 
youthful charges. Children will read, 
they must and ought to read, but it 
» of the utmost importance that 
parents and guardians make sure
that the lpe~r.su. ..— ------ -w
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