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tears (v. 31). — 2 Cor. ii, 43 Phil. il

cxxvi, 6. Temptations—trials.—2 Ci

8, 11; vi, 84105 xi, 23-28, Lying in wait—
Plots (v. 3).—~Ps. xxxvii, 12,

2. Faiful to them. V.18, Ye know.—
1 Thess. v, 2; 2 Tuess. iii, 7. First day I
came.-Acts xix, 10, 31. After what man-
ner.—2 Cor. i, 12; vi, 310, All seasons——
the whole time. V. 20. Kept back no*hing
(v.27)—1 Thess. 24—showed you. ‘Preacied’
v. 25) — taught publicly — Acts xix, 8.10.
House to house—2 Tim. iv, 2. V.26, I
take you to record—/ solemnly ofism or call
you to witness, Pure,—2 Cor, vii, 2; Eeek, iii,
18.21. 'V 31 Watch (v. 28)—'take heed,’
‘remember,'-—2 Tim, iv, §—*three years,’ ‘warn,’
*night,’ ‘day,’ ‘tears.’

3. Faithyul to all men. V. 21, Jows, . . .
Greek.—Acts xiv, 1; xviii, 4, 17; xix, 10,
See lesson notes on these. V. 26. ‘Al mei.'—
See above, 2.

1L THE Prosrect —v, 22, 23, 25.—(This and
the following section contain the lesson preper for
this date).

1. Things known.
that.—Neh. iv. 23,
—Acts 3 1 Thes tnesseth
(v, 21). ifying, now in himsell, alter-
wards through others.—Acts xxi, 4, 11, i2; ix,
16, Bonds (v. 22).—Aots xvi, 22-24. bide
(Ps. xxxvii, 9). — Wait for him as it were with
open arms. V. 25. 1 know, ~By the Hol
Spirit. See my face no more.—v, 31

Aing (v, 20) taught publicly, 2. Zhimgs
unkwown. V.22, Not knowing—bound m
spirit,—Acts xix, 21; Luke xii, 15. Although
the shadows of coming l‘n;ill have veaclwdrhn;"n
(v. 23), yet by the mighty promptings of the
s.x.mJ Bees izxpened lommt v. 24.—Luke iv,
1; Mark i, 12.

111, SELF-SACRIFICE —v. 24, 25. V. 24,
Move me, neither.—Luke ix, 51; Heb. xii,
2; Acts xxi, 13; Rom. viii, 35-37. Read—Bwt
1 esteom this (v. 23, bonds, etc.) a matler of mo
importance.  Finsh my course—2 Tim. iv, 7, 6.
With joy—Phil. ii, 17.  Ministry—2 Cor. iv, 1;
2 Tim. i, i1, 12, Keceived of—Acts xxii, 15, 215
xxvi, 16; ix, 6: Gal, i, 1. Zestify (v. 21).—
Bear full testimony. Gospel— news, v. 21,
25, Grace of God.—Rom. i, 24; Eph. 28.

. 25.—See Sec. IL, 1.

IV. WARNINGS—v. 29, 30. V. 29. I know.
See Sec. 11, 1, 2. Grievous—rapacious.—Gen.
xii, 10; Jer. x, 19; 2 Tim. ii, 17; Rev. ii, 2.
‘Wolves—{alse teachers.—Matt. vii, 15; 2 Pet.
ii, 1. Not sparing.—Jer. xxiii, 1; Ezek. xxxiv,
2,3 V. 30. Of yourown selves. —1 Tim.
i, 19, 20; 2 Tim. i, 15; 2 Pet. i,
19; Jude 4, 8, 10, 13, i3, 16, 9 3 Matt.
xiii, 25, 26,

V. Commanps—v, 28, 31. V. 28, Take
heed (v. 31).—Col. iv, 17; 1 Tim, iv, 16.
Yourselves. ., Flock . .. Church, v. 29.
Holy Ghost made.—1 Cor, xii, 8 ; Acts xiii,
2. Uverseers—Episcopoi.—2 Pet. ii, 25; Tit.
i, 73 Phil. i, 7; 1 Pet. v, 3. Margin.—Heb.
xiil, 17.—See notes on (v. 17) elders. Pur.
chased.—1 Cor. vi, 20; Eph. i, 145 1 Pet. i,

;i 7; Heb. ix, 14. His
L 145 Col.d, 145 1
Pet, i, 19; Rev. v, 9; Rom. iii, 25.

VL. Fraver, V.32 Word of his grace
(v. 24)—favour of God.—Heb, xiii, 9. Build,
—Col. 75 Eph. ii, 20-22; iv, 12; Acts ix,
31; 2 Tim. i, 12; Jude 24. Inheritanco.—
Col, i, 12; iil, 24 1 Pet. i, 4, 55 Rev. xxi. 7;
Matt. xix, 29; xxv, 34. Sanclified.—-Heb, i,
;%145 1 Cor, i, 1.

« LESSONS FROM THE LESSON.

V. 22. The shadows of God's future dealings with
His children may reach them, but they must
wait His time for their details.

Y 23. Trials always await faithful labour for

V. 23. Save — exc
Holy Ghost
. 3 Wi

— Spirit.

1 John i,

V. 24. The Christian life of development or la-

bour should be joy at its beginning, in its

rogress, and at its end. Whether it shall

Ee $0 or not, depends, viewed on the human
side of it, much on our own steadfastness.

V. 24. The gospel is God's message of favour to

sinners.

V. 24. The Lord Jesus gives the good news of
God's favou: to His servants, so that they
may bear full testimony to the same.

V. 22, 23, 29. The Holy Spirit, even in His ex-
traordinary indwell placed limits upon

is revealings. —Mark xii,

V. 27. The teacher's or minister's present work
** Declare all the counsel of God. V. 26,
27, Their constant aim : * Pure from the
blood of all men.” ** Not shunned to declare
all.”

V. 21, The central themes of | teaching :
** Repentance toward ;" ** faith toward.”
Manoer of its presentation : * Testifying.

Tus limits nux{e"‘ Greeks.”
V.24 Paula ! of Christian heroism.

“‘And whatsoover ye
and not unto men."—Col. {il,

THIRD QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE ACTS.
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Ocr. 7.—Paul at Casarea, — Acts
85 A.D. 59
GOLDEN TEXT,

noue of these things move me, neither count |
Ilh‘:‘nu unto nysell. —Acts xx, %4 e

What a precious legacy has been left to the
Church in Acts xx, 17-28. What a picture of a
faithful missiona: n{; pastor and teacher. What
could we expect but sorrow from a people who
had been led to turn from dumb idols to serve the
living God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent,
when Faul declared that they should see his face
no more ; and what could they do less than stand
on the shore, waiching the vessel which was bear-
ing away such a precious treasure from thei

Dailing before the wind (Acts xxi, 1 ; xvi, 11),
they wouch at Troas, and the next day also at
Rhodes, and arrive at the ship's uestination. Paul
and Luke now take passage in another vessel,
bound fur Tyre in Syria. Sailing 10 the south of
the island of Crete, they reach Tyre in safety.
One of the Scriptures which seemed to be the
lever which moved this great soul, was, ** Seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.”
When bis work is among his own countrymen,
then he ** seeks first” the synagegue ; but when
among believers, he ** first seeks” them, and so,
baving found the disciples, he stays a week with
them, —Acts xxi, 4.

Some of the disciples here are the subjects of
one ul the mirmculous gilts of the Holy z}nril
the power to joretell events. To some of these
it wus revealed that er awaited Paul at Jeru-
salem. —Acts xxi, 4. ‘Lhis fact they do not telf
him, as did Agabus after (Acts 3xi, 1), but sim-
ply advise him not to go there, leaving him to
draw lus own inference.  That Paul did not look
upon this as a Divine command, but only a pre-
diction, is evident from the fact that he does not
heed it, but puthers the disciples, with their wives

XXi,

and little ones, on the shore, holds a prayer-
meeting, and takes ship for Prolemais. — Acts xxi,
5 6. They reach that place, find the brethren,
exchange Christian greeting, stay one day, and
then, the next day, proceed by road a distance of
some twenty miles, to Casarea.  This city, situ-
ated on the Mediterranean Sea, was the capital
of {mlu during the reign of Herod the Great and
of Herod Agrippa I. Cassarea is no strange place
(1o Paul (Acts ix, 20; xviii, 22), and here in a
short time he will come again, with the symbols
of our present lesson (Acts xxi, 8 15) changed to
| realities (Acts xxii, 20 to ch. xxiv).
| In Comarea there is a church (Acts xvii, 20),
| the nucleus of which was formed by the Spirit of
God through the preaching of Peter.—Acts x,
44, 48, Here, too, was Philip, *‘one of the
| seven,” who, some twenty years before, was
chosen to distribute the church’s bounty to her
poor,—Acts vi. In addition 1o the su, tural
giflt of working miracles, he possessed the natural
|g|(l of public speaking. Here he seems to have
taken up his residence and raised a family, and
has now four daughters. Back in the centuries
some eiﬁhl bundred years, there had stood a
nd old prophecy by Joel (i, 28), which now at
ast is getting its fulfilment, in the diffusion of the
!um of prophecy over a larger area than had ever
before been known, including not only men but
women. —Acts xxi, 1-18 ; xi, 27, These N. T.
prophets were supgmaturally illuminated ex-
| pour lers and preachers. How wise and geutle
are the Lord’s dealings with his people. As on
the one hand he does not let in the light only as
we are able to bear it, lest it should blind us ; so,
‘un the other hand, when he is about to bring or
permit us to be brought into the death-shadows,
he does not permit it to come as a horror of great

11 | darkness, but lets the sun at first become hazy,

| then hid by clouds, and then the siorm. In the

trial which awaits Paul, we notice that there is
first the internal and general intimation of its ap-
| proach (Acts xx, 22, 23); then it comes from
without, but with a little more distinctiveness (Acts
xxi, 4) ; but now, as if 1o give it all the distinc-
tiveness short of actuality, the Spirit uses both
symbols and words, Many weeks at most did
not elapse before this prophecy had its literal ful-
filment (Acts xxi, 31-34; xxii, 25), and the pro-
babilities are that, for two long years, he was
never free from the signs and sounds of being a
prisoner.— Acts xxvi, 29 ; xxviii, 20,

Paul’s perception could not have been so dull
as not to have read in the tears of those affec~
tionate Ephesian Christians, in the lan; of at
least gentle dissuasion of those Tyvl::“‘z:ci les
(Acts xxi, 4), that the nearer he got to Jerusalem
the more thickly and surely ine storm would

ather about him. But to all these dissvasions
Ee gives no reproof.  Then why the reproof here?
(Acts xx, 12, 13). Let us look at some of the
group by which he is surrounded.  Theie is one
man, Agabus, who, when he has received a
Spirit-given message, obeys (v. 11). Then, too,
there is one (Luke, * we,” v. 12) who

have known Paul so well as not to have

one word of dissuasion, What have his friends
done that he should charge them with ** breaking
his heart 2 (v, 13). Tou little urhin the mat-
ter (v. 12). *‘ We t him,” that is, they
carnesily emlreated him, to do the opposite o that
which God's Spirit was directing bim to do.
Here we see that Christian love (o a Christinn
may so far warp the j , 85 to cause him to
dissuade vthers from duiag what the Lord bids.—
Acts iv, 19; v, 29. Paul had what I fear 100
few of us Christians have these days—a clearly
defined course, and Christian firmness. us
ﬁ:nhelm our minds what the Lord requires, and
| have Christian firmuess to say o all be-
sceching, whether they come through the flesh or
friends, ““Get thee behind me,” ete., or rather
let us say : *“ As nothing can separate us from
the_love of Christ, so nothing shall prevent us
| from loving and obeying him."—Rom. vili, 35,




