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longer serve the purpose for which they
were intended. These facts Mr. Pritchett
substantiates in detail by statistics
which must give pause to every advo-
cate of tha denominational college; for
they make it plain that as a ¢l » such
institotions when compared with either
privately endowed or' tax-supported un
denominational colleges are a ldment-
able failure The theory that a church
has “pec\linr fitness and efficiency as
an educatiGual agency” may te dismiss-
ed in few words. It is based on the ab-
surd assumption that a college may be
properly controlled by another organiz
ation, the primary object of which
is not education, but the propagation of
a certain religious faith. The secondary
object is in the long run bound to be
subordinated to the primary. President
Pritchett's conalusion, then is that the
wigest way is for the church to exert
its influence in the college just as it ex-
erts it in the community “by helpful co
operation, by Christian friendliness, hy
sympathetic fellowship.”  From this
view, few men who are not passionate
sectariana will dissent.

“THE COIGN OF VANTAGE."*

The Rev. Dr. Herridge, of St. An-
drew's Church, Ottawa, has jast com-
pleted his semi-jubilee; he gained his
position when he was quite a youth,
and has maintained it with increasing
credit to himself and advantage to his
congregation; many who were not able
to be present at the celebration will
congratulate both minister and people
on the heppy event anfd pray a relation-
ship so living may long endure. In
these days of change, length of service
is In itself a testimony to stability of
character and consistency of life. To
minister steadily and successfully in
the central position held by Dr. Fer-
ridge he needed to be what The Inter-
for correctly says that he is “a man of
intellectual and spiritual power. His
addresses are eminently fitted to stimu-
late Christian manhood and to impart
spiritual insight” 1In these brief es-
says full wisdom imparted in a light
charming style Dr. Herridge gives his
moint of views, shows his way of look-
ing at life, and sets forth nis ideal and
interpretation of this drama, that we
call human life. The c¥nical ecritic
might hastily catch at the title, as re-
vealing the tone of “the superior per-
son,” but the writer's modesty would
soon drive away that kind of prejudice.
“He claims no merit for standing in
what he regards as ‘The Coign of . an-
tage,’ but will be glad if there Is enough
truth in his vision to be of some little
service to @thers who, like him, not
merely wateh the world-drama, but
have to take their place in it

In these essays the author embodies
in various forms that which he has
represented in his ministry, namely, a
well-balanced life. He has no admira-
tion for “the falsehood of extremes.”
As a wise man, he would of course ad-
mit that the man of one idea has a
place, and that much good has been
accomplished by those whom the world
has branded as “faddists” and “fana-
ties,” but he himself aims after a real
comprehensiveness, a noble tolerance,
a true symmetry, Yet the author has
Tis own dreams (see the last essay: A
Christmas Dream), he has not lost en-
thusiasm and become a cool self-satis-
fied critie, but these are dreams of
larger freedom and more cordial co-
operation. In fact while sanity or bal-
ance is the mark that the reviewers
note in these essays, it is well to re-
member that the writer has recognized
the need of positive enthusiasm and
secret inspirations. “These cherished

*“The Coign of-Vantage,” by W. T.
Herridge. Fleming H. Revell & Co,
Toronto and New York.

inspirations in a large measure deter-
mine what names shall appear on the
roll of the iminortals, Galileo vehement-
ly suspected of heresy and condemned
to impr at the pl e of his
Judges, still held to the truth, that his
labors had revealed, and so opened the
door to a wider acquaintance with
Nature's laws. Exiled from Florence,
and disinherited by his fellow country-
men, Dante would never have writien
the Pivina Commedia but for the stir
rings of unselfish patriotism and of
pure love for the gentle Beatrice. Sa-
vanorola thundered forth his waring
messages, and at last dared the fires of
martyrdom because his véhement na-
ture always kept before it the image
of a regenerated church in which every
unwholesome fettering of _conscience
should be destroyed, &c.”; and so on
through a very noble inspiring passage
which we invite the reader to ponder
for himself in the chapter entitled
“Secret Inspirations’”  We wish the
book all success; it Is suitable for these
grey days and for brighter days as
well, While there is a general point of
view giving a certain unity to the con-
tribution, cach essay may be taken by
itself and found suggestive and stimu-
lating:

TERARY NOTES.

The age of romance in missions is by
no means passing away. Heroes on the

eld are as numerous today, U not
more 80, }han at any period since the
dawn of the missionary enterprise over
a century ago. To this company, Dr
Grenfell, of Labrador belongs, to whose
unremitting and unwearying labors is
due the marvellous work established
in that wild and desolate region under
the care of the Royal National Misgion
to Deep Sea Fishermen. The life of
Dr. Greenfell and the nature of toe
work he has been enabled to perform
is graphically told by James Johnston,
A.T.8, In a neat volume just published
by the Mueson Book Company, Limited,
of Toronto. The book contains a por-
trait of the missionary, map and num-
erous illustrations. “Grenfell in Lab-
rador” should be found in every Sun-
day school library throughout the wide
Dominion. The book will make g suit-
able Christmas present to young or old,
The price is 50 cents.

The life of Jesus of Nazareth por-
tra "ed in Colors; 80 pictures by Wil
llam Hole, R.8.A,, R.S. Price, $2.60.

This attractive looking book is sure
to prove a popular Christmas gift. In
paper printing and binding the pub-
lishers (The Mueson Book Company,
Toronto), leave nothing to be desired,
while the 80 full page colored plates
make it a beautiful work of art. Of
this feature of the book Mr. Hdle, in
a prefactory note modestly says: “In
these pictures 1 have aimed at the real-
ization of nothing more than was visi-
ble to the outward eye of a contem-
porary assuming the attitude of a fol-
lower of the prophet of Nazareth, who
abserved and recorded the incidents of
his daily life, his mighty works and no
less marvellous teaching, but with that
dull perception of the profound signifi
cance of these things which was shared
even by his chosen disciples.” Dr.
George Adam Smith, author of the
“Historical Geography of the Holy
Land,” in  an introductory chapter,
awnrds the artist high praise. “Every
one who knows the land and the atmos-
phere will feel them again in these ple-
tures,” says Professor Smith. And then

the pictures are illustrated and illum-
narrative.

ined by the Biblical

CHAMPLAIN.*

This is no ordinary book that may or
may not reach subsequent editions from

the laudations of the press. As a nat
ter of fact. it has already passed the
ordeal of the critics, that is, the erities
who conscientiously mature their judg
ment, on a piece of art or literature, not
from what it is not or might have been,
but from what it actually is. The con
census of these critics, men of the very
highest literary standing, has been ihat
Dr. Harper's “Champlain” is a lasting
bit of Canadian literature, worthy a
place in every library, public or private
—a literary production that may pos
sibly, after a generation or two has come
and gone, become an object of study in
our schools and colleges, strengthening
to our assured Canadianism. Dr. G, R.
Parkin of Rhodes’ Scholarship connec
tion and a Canadian of the highest gifts
as an orator and biographer, has late
Iy been calling for a Canadian epic,
even in face of Mr. Andrew Carnegie's
doubts whether a colony is ever likely
to produce such a thing. Has ekh of
these gentlemen ever read Mair's “Te
cumseh,” John Reade's “Prophecy of
Merlin” or some _of our own Wilfred
Campbell's dramatic productions? What
is wanting in a colony is perhaps not
the poetic talent but the critical annre
ciation which encourages the fullest de-
velopment of that talent. Dr. Harper's
critics, it may be eaid, have not un
kindly thrown aside his latest produc
tion upon or under the heap of “ephe
merals” that crowd their review tables
from week to week, bhat have evidently
taken pains to discover what there is
in it of a lasting literature; and now
it remains  for the reading public of
Canada to find out for themselves what
there is in it, as a lifting up towards
the higher literary areas which make for
“life and breath and all things” in our
Canadianism. We have not space to
discuss Dr. Harper's work in the de
tails of a fu)l eriticizan. That it is a work
of high literary art and careful finish
has been attest>d by others more cap
able of judging than we are. What we
can truthfully ay of it"is that it car
ries one away from the dryasdust re
gion of historic names and memorabilia
into a living gtmosphere of men and
women busied in the actual making of
history. Dr. Harper's pen brings ue in
th the very presence of the pioneers of
New France, with the lines ol each
character in careful perspective, and
with historic events been woven under
within its covers all the adenda guffic
ient to make every pentameter picture in
it self-interpreting: and we feel a-
sured that every reader, who does
not pride himself in his neglect of the
study of poetry, boasting of it as if it
were a virtue, will find a pleasure and
profit in readi g Dr. Harper's “Cham
plain’” from beginning to end and even
th an after careful study of it. One of
the author's critics, who has placed on
record his opinion of the hook, says:
“I have reread Dr. Harper's splendid
epic with renewed and sustained inter
eet, and its re-reading has but deepened
my appreciation of the work and my
admiration for the author's genins.”
This is panegyric which one could make
too much of or too little. It comes from
a writer of books himself, and one of
the highest literary standing. Placing
it alongside of our eandid opinion, we
wccept it as a candid opinion, Yet, for
all that, it need not prevent the con-
scientions reader from examining the
book for himself and thus help in the
removing of the reproach against Can
adians that they are a little inclined to
turn their backs on the best that is in
ourewn literature or that is in the way
of coming into it,

*Champlain, a drama, by Dr. J. M,
Harper. Publishers: Frederick Warne &
Co., London; John Lane Company, New
York; Williem Briggs, Towouto.




