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Bands have been organized in small
churches. The members work with con-
siderable enthusiasm:. The training
will be invaluable.” “We have just
closed a Band contest, which ted
in the addition of 110 to our momber-
ghip.”” ‘“This has been the most suc-
cessful year in our history.” One di-
rector says: ‘“‘All the reports are full
of cncouragement. Meetings arc well
attended, and very inierelting; and
new members are being added.”  One
strikes a contrasting note: “B—— has
a splendid  leader ¢

work. . O—— is half dead for want of a

leader.” J /

Were we o look only a¥ the financial
gide of the question, there might seem
to be little - cause ‘for any encourage-
ment. As we glance at the records of
the past few years, we find a constant
fluctuation ; 1908 showed a gain both
for Home and Foreign Missions ; 1
showed lose in Home, and a very
small gain in'Foreign. In 1906 there
was gain in Home, and a large loss in
Foreign ; 1905 showed increased funds
for Home, and decroased funds for For-
¢ign.  We eannot, therefore, be greatly
surprised over this year's accounts.

This year, for Home Missions, 97
Bands pave $734.10, a gain of 12 con-
tributing Bands, but a loss of $42.85.
Since Oct. 15th, however, $26.78 has
been received, which doubtless was in-
tended for this year's account, hence
the real loss is but $15.62. Ten gave to
Home Missiont, and not to Foreign.
Life membership cortificates have been
ohtained for ~members in Walkerton,
Waterford, Boston, and Delhi,

For TForeign Missions, the compari-
greater loss. 122 Bands
gave $1,379.35, a loss of $169.40. But

treasury than in 1907-08. Last year
17 reported who have not been heard
from this year; but this year 27 who
were not contributors Jast year; 13
new Bands . 25 sent money to
Foreign, and not to Home. Five life
m::’berﬂ\ip certificates have been is-
sued.

The fact that more Bands have sent |

funds to each treasury, shows in real-
ity s widening interest. The difference
in funds of itrelf c!oes riot prove "that

there has been everywhere lessened
giving. There are many causes contri-
buting to this,  One director writes
that several of her Bands have been
merged in the Junior Unions, yet
one instance only did they senX their
missionary money to our treasury.
Sunday School classes are being organ-
ized for work, as never vefore. ny
of the older girls have withdrawn
from the Band to work through Phila<
thea Classes, or Young Ladies’ Auxil
jaries. Certain Bande sent their money
to the General Convention treasuret.
Some have contributed to objects, v
worthy in themselves, but not at

in connection with our women's - socie-
ties, In this they fail to fulfil the ob-
ject of their orga ization. In all’ 125
sent reporte through the Associational
Directors. Boxes of clothing and gifts
have beon packed for both Home ' and
Foreign flelds. One box, valued at $12,
“was sent to the Labrador Mission. One
Rand holds a monthly prayer meeting
in addition to the monthly missicnary
meeting, .and there are blessed spiritual
results. Another purchased a
missionary library, and the members
are studying diligently.

Thus in many waye is the seed being”
gown. Shall we not some day see an
abundant harvest? A motto hangs
ahove my desk king out this dail
admonition: ‘‘T shall pass through this
world but once. Any good, 1 re,
that 1 cdn do, or any kindness that T
can show to any human being, let me
do it mow. T«t me not dofer it, nor
neglect it, for I shall not pasé .
way again’’ Talmage says, "Oggar
tunities fly in a straight line, touch us
but once, and never return.”” Dr. Bonar
has long lain asl in the old Kkirk-
yard in Rdinburgh, but through ‘his
poem he still urges us to diligence.

“The iime is short,

1t thou wouldst. work for God, it must

now,
1 thon wouldst win a gatland for thy
brow, 4
Redeem the time.”

SARAH STUART BARBER.

“

35 Charlotte St., Brantford.
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