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DK FLETCHER \S AN ENTOMO' GOIST.

By Arthur Oi»hoN.

1 Hm very \i\iiii indeed of this oppitjnitv of sayinx a few

words of one with whom It was my happy lot 'i>» bf closely sMO-

ciatcd, for nearly ten years, in the official Govcmmcnt work of

praitiial entomology. It is not necessary for me to siiy that Dr.

James Fletcher w;ts a great entoniologist. This fact is widely

known, not only in Canada and the United States, but even

throughout the whole world. It is the people ot Canaila, how-

ever, who will c'-i " "liss his kindly help, always so cheerfully

given. To Can idents of insects, his untimely death is

a terrible bloA entomology generally has lost one of its

most accomplis, xponents. Early in lite Dr. Fletcher had a

keen love tor ii.sects and their ways, and before he came to

Canada he was familiar with the butterflies and other insects

of his native land. He ma«ii' a special study, however, of

those kinds which are injurious or l)enefi«ial. and never los'. an

opponunitv to add to his knowledge of these creatures, which

play such an important part in the welfare of mankind. Not a

few Canadians have, done splen<iid work in entomology, from

the continued encouragement a.nd help which they received

from him.
From a purely scientific standpoint P . Fletcher did spiendid

work among the diurnal lepidoptera. For many years he was

intensely interested in Canadian butterflies and through his

studies was recognised as a high authority on these insects by

American entomologists. He was not only a student of the j)er-

feet forms of butterflies, but was deeply concerned in finding out

their true life-histories. Many a long trip from Ottawa was

taken by him to get the eggs of a rare sjjecies, in order that the

various stages of the insect might be studied. During chese col-

lecting trips, too, many new species were di.scovered. if we glance

through the lists of North American insects, we find that quite

a number of species were named in his honour. The following is

a list of the insects to which the name of Fletcher has b^'

given :

—

Cryptus fietcheri Provancher: Additions Faime Hymt nc vter-

ologique, 1886, Vol.11, p. 361. {-ContsocryptUi .alip-

terus Say).

Xylomiges ptcheri Grote: Canadian Entomologist, 1888,

Vol. XX, p. 130. ('Xylomiges patalis Grote).

Coleophora fletcherella Femald: Canadian Entomologist,

1892, Vol. XXIV, p. 122.


