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tho courage to encounter thorn, who prefer Mk'ot and foR to brilliant

skios and brming cold, and who havo yot to karn the value and

extent of the blessing!! conferred upon Canada by her world-renownyd

"snows."

It will scarcely bo believed by niiny who shudder at the idea of

the thcrmomoter falling to zero, that the gradual annual diniinutiou

in the full of snow, in certain localities!, is a subject of lamentation to

the farmer in Wcstorn C.inada. Their desire is for the old-fashioned

winters, with sl(?ighing for four months, and spring bursting upon

them with marvellous beauty at the beginning of April. A bountiful

fall of snoT^ with hard frost, is equivalent to the construction of the

best micadamizod roads all over the country. The absence of a suffi-

cient quantity of snow in winter for sleighing is a calamity as much

to be feared and deplored us the want of rain in spring. Happily

neither of these deprivations is of frequent occurrence.

The climate of Canada is in some measure exceptional, especially

that of the peninsular portion. The influence of the great lakes is

very strikingly felt in the elevation of winter temperatures and in

tlie reduction of summer heats. East and west of Canada, beyond

the influence of the lakes, as in the middle of the States of New
York and Iowa, the greatest extremes prevail,—intense cold in

winter, intense heat in summer, and to those features may be added

their usual attendant, drought.

Perhaps the popular standard of the adaptation of climate' ta tho

purposes of agriculture is more suitable for the present occasion than

a reference to monthly and annual means of temperature. Mucli

information is conveyed in thj simple narration of facts bearing upon

fruit culture. From the head of Lake Ontario, round by the Niagara

frontier, and all along the Canadian shores of Lake Erie, the grape

and peach grow with luxuriance, and ripen to perfection in the open

air, without the slightest arliticial aid. The Island of Montreal is

distinguished everywhere for the fine quality of its apples, and the

Island of Orleans, below Quebec, is equally celebrated for its plums.

Over the whole of Canada the melon and tomato acquire large di-

mensions, and ripen fully in the open air, the seeds being planted in

the soil towards the latter end of April, and the fruit gathered in

Septemb' r. Pumpkins and squashes attain gigantic dimensions ; tliey

have exceeded 300 pounds in weight in the neighbourhood of Toronto.

Indian corn, hops, and tobacco, are common crops, and yield fair

returns. Hemp and flax are indigenous plants, and can be cultivated

to any extent in many parts of the province. With a proper expen-

diture of capita], England could be made quite independent of Russia,

or any other country, for her supply of these yaiuablo products.
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