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tioiied tlii.s just in order to let the ])re.sent audience see that it

was not easy work with the means at liand to overcome tlie

dithculties that were inevitable in missionary endeavours to

j,'aiu etl'ectual access to the Indian mind and heart. And yet

it was true, for he had seen it, that while they coidd not lecture

these men into thrift and industry, and while tlieir endeavours

to impress them with the superiority of civilized life would bo

met with a •'runt of indifference or witli the putV of smoke
which was so fair an excuse for silence, they were not insensi-

ble to tlie ])o\ver of the (Jospel <»f (Jliri.-'t, A missionary had
only to ]»laut the cross in the midst of them, and under the sha-

dow of that blessed cross all that was endn'uted and unworthy
woidd die, and all that was of good re]tort and hjvely would be-

;,'in to sprin,n' up and rijjen. On the sole j;round of the civilising

iuHuenceof (Jhristian missions he woidd like to set any scejitics

down upon Xauaimo, a beautiful settlement on the eastern

shores of Vancouver Island, where, if they liked, the;, could

see the two systems growinj^' side by side. There were two
streets in that Indian villaj^fe not much more than 100 yards

from each other ; called resj)ectively the Heathen and the

Clnistian street. The first presented, close to the river, a long

TOW of low log huts, Avithoiit windows, without chimneys, witli

a conunon door, and earthen floors, with boards h»osely nailed

here and there, but nowhere forming a complete enclosure, and
within these eight or ten families herded together, without de-

cency, without C(jnvenience, unkem])t, miclad save with Idan-

kets, unwashed, and altogether presenting as degratling a down-
fall from the image of God as could be found on this side of

hell. In the Christian street, on the other hand, there was
cleaidiness and comfort; there was the institution of the family

apart—there was thrift, there was a measure of industry, and
there was the idea and the look of home. There the two sys-

tems Avere side to side, for all the world to look u])tjn. In the

lower street were fathers, brethren, and relatives of those in the

higher street, and, as the Gospel reached one heart after another,

a small emigration Avas constantly going on. Oh, if any of the

educatioumongers who lauded their own agencies so highly, ami
who sneered at the (Jospel of Christ, had only accomplished

half an improvement like that, how the great w(jrshippers of the

Pan of human sutticiency would have held high festival, and
there would have been garlands and incense, and they would
have heard the clang of cymbals and the shout of unlooked-for tri-

nmph over the length and breadth of the land ! But it wa-s

reserved for Christianity to achieve triumphs like these, showing
in the highest and most complete sense that godliness was pr<j-


