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»romiW /anrf, haTC heard of the miraculous interposition of

the Almighty, so frequently manifested m behalf of. IsraeU

but as an influential principle, moulding their views, and af-

fectiii<nheirconduct,—8Ucli knowledge of God, most probably

was not in all their thought.. Nineveh was in every respect

ahcathc;! city. 8hall we be s,irr$riscd then that iniquity ex-

ceedin^ly prevailed there f to such a degree, indeed, that, to

use the einphaliclanguage of Scripture, 'Hlicir wickedness

came uivbeforc God." Look, abroad upon Christian ^ties

and contbmphite the-e the repulsive scenes ot immorality and

erime daily cxl.il)itcd. Imagine, then, the innuence,—the

stroriff,i)Owerful influence of Christianity over the pubhc mind,

to be removed, ami Ave perhaps may fonn some' idea of the

euilt and sin of the ancient, splendid, but now devoted Nineveh.

Wicked, however, as Nineveh was, (and the histor>' leads

us naturally to suppose thatit was pre-eminently so,) God_did

not procecfl suinniarily to the execution ofiiI|purpose. The

Prophet wpS sent to apprise its inhabitants^ of the mtentiona

of Heaven with respect to them.
,
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Thus commissioned, Jonah went, unattended, it would seem,

into this immense Metropolis, a day's jounicy; proclaiming

ashf went—"Yet ffirty days, and Nmevehshall.be Over-

thrown." J 1 • r
The sarred text here being so extremefy biict, soma scope

must ncficssarily be given totlie imagiimtiim. That this short

danunciation should eompi'ehend all Jona fs mtercourse with

the Ninevltes, is not at all probable. This was unquestion-

ably the lorm of words ho publicly procliiimed in the streets:

xbut that ho also cx|)laine<l the matter to them more at large,

and displayed to them their guilty and danger, we must be-

liove ; or howotiicrwise shall we interpret the <:onduct of the

mcveites, without supposing them uiuler a^upernatural m-

fluence, which, for ourselves, we are as |)>r from thinking, as

WA belifeve the Bible is from authorizing sfuch thoughts? And
'

that the inhabitants of such a city as Nineveh, would allow

themselves to be wrought upon by an ol^scure forcigi>er pas-

sin^^thMueh their streets, Jmd crying—"Yet forty day s and

Nineveh shall be overthrown,"—without^iying some fiirther

and satisfactory account of the nature of his mission, and at

whose instance he came,—is a presumption tooajjsurd for any

reasonable pers.m to entertain. No doubt Jonah explained.

all to their satisfaction ; and his being a H&brew, of a nation

iinder thft known and distinguished pfotection of Heaven,

most probably lent its influence to fasten on the public mind

a conviction of (he truth of the danger he predicted.

But what was the eftect which the dutinc denunciation, so
•

solemnly pronounced by the Prophet,/produrcd \ As it is
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