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sistence for 4,000 people had to be provided for, in and about 
the already overcrowded town. This would cause great expense, 
for in the depth of winter, they could not be sent into the country. 
He adds, "I cannot better describe, the wretched situation of 
these people, than oy enclosing a list of those just arrived in the 
transport Clinton, chiefly women and children, scarcely clothed, 
utterly destitute, still on board the transport, crowded like a 
sheep-pen as I am totally unable to find any sort of place for them, 
and we cannot move them by reason of the ice and snow. ” Again 
in February, Parr writes for further supplies, for the thousands 
who came too late to be located on lands, outside Halifax. He 
writes further that over 25,000 of these poor people have arrived 
in this unlucky season, and he expects great mortality before 
the spring opens.

Parr’s fears were well founded, as hundreds of the new-comers 
died from cold, exposure and fever, before the 1st of June.

Several thousands of the Loyalists, who had come to Halifax 
in 1782, and had been forwarded to St. John River, and formed a 
settlement there, which they named Parr Town, in compliment 
to Governor Parr who had exerted himself so generously in aiding 
their location, were joined between 10th and 20th of May 1783, 
by several thousands from New York direct. They suffered 
greatly during this winter of 1783, which was frightfully severe. 
Many lived in bark camps and tents, covered with spruce, ren­
dered habitable only by the heavy banks of snow, piled up to 
keep the wind away. Many perished from the exposure. In 
the spring of 1784, the snow covered the ground until May, and 
the difficulties of the settlers were increased and aggravated 
by doubts as to location of their promised grants of land, and the 
coldness and jealousy with which they were received by the 
old settlers on the St. John River. However the mass of the 
new-comers were a clever people and worked intelligently. 
They represents the matter to Governor Parr and demanded a 
new survey of everal sections held by the old settlers. Parr 
sent Chief-Justice Finucane over to adjust matters and to aid


