
ohanses of general application in Cowonwealtb 
polctlonahlp*, Ü.K. Ministers have been axamlring 
In a preliminary way a number of proposal#. In thla 
connection, Hrook gave ua the opportunity of looking at 
two papers prepared In London by a oowl ttee of officials 
for consideration by Ministers. These had been die» 
ousaed but not approved and yook had not been 
authorised to give the» to us. (For that reason, the 
foot that they have been shown to us should be kept 
particularly confidentiel.)

These papers, while they centaln nothing of 
Importance that trook did not mention, either In con­
versation with you end Mr. ot.bfeurent or with the offl- 
clala whom he wet here, confirm our principal Impression 
lndloateo in paragraph 8 above, namely that the U.K. 
government are anxious. If et all poeelble, te avoid 
at this time sny formal redefinition of the nature 
of the Comaonw with.

4. In the event that It does not prove 
possible to avoid • general discussion In London on 
the nature of the Commonwealth, the various suggestions 
which are being considered by U.K. eut .unities ere 
of great Interest. dome of these are the same or 
similar to p* posai» which have been dlacuaaed In 
Ottawa at various times| most of them, I think, are 
In line with development» whleh Canadian government 
representatives have favoured In recent year».

6. Of the suggestions mentioned by y*ok 
(and apparently oonaldered but not decided upon by 
the U.K. Ministers), the following er among the more 
significant!

(a) The charge, as a matter of practice, 
from the expreaalon "British Cow*one alth of 
Mail r.s" to "The Common* alth of dation»".

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950, 
MG 26 J 4, Volume 325, pages C224271-C225375
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