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The Employers’ Parliamentary Council
( To take action with respect to any Bills, introduced into either House of Parliament, affecting 

the interests of trade, of free contract, and of labour, or with respect to the action of Imperial or 
local authorities affecting in any way the said interests.)

7, VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER

MUNICIPAL TRADING:
CONDITIONS OF CONTRACTS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

I

ENGLAND AND WALES.

The following information is extracted from a Parliamentary Return (No. 47 of 1898). I he Return relates 
to urban districts only, which are classified under three heads—viz., County Boroughs, Non-county Boroughs, 
and Other Urban Districts ; County Councils and the governing bodies in London are not included :—

CONDITIONS AS TO WAGES.

These vary very much in different localities, and may be classified under the following main heads :— 
(1) current rates, (2) rates recognized by trade unions, (3) rates agreed on by associations of employers 
and employed, (4) rates fixed in contract. The conditions included in each of these classes are not 
absolutely identical. Some authorities require the wages paid to be those in force within their own 
jurisdiction ; others, again, specify that they shall be those in the district where the work is executed. 
In some cases the stipulation applies merely to the contract itself ; in other cases it is required that the 
contractors’ workmen generally shall be treated on the same footing.

Current Rates.—These are required to be paid in the case of contracts with each of the following, 
thirty-one county boroughs :—

Birmingham Exeter Lincoln Salford
Bolton Gateshead Manchester South Shields
Bootle Gloucester Middlesbrough Stockport
Bradford Grimsby Norwich Walsall
Bristol Hastings Nottingham Wigan
Burnley Hull Oldham Worcester
Chester Leeds Plymouth York
Dudley Leicester Rochdale

The same condition is also contained in the contracts of thirty-seven non-county boroughs and forty- 
seven other urban districts, making a total of 115 local authorities.

Rates Recognized by Trade Unions.—These rates are required to be paid by the following 
ten county boroughs :—

Cardiff Newport (Mon.) Portsmouth Swansea
Derby Northampton Sheffield West Ham
Ipswich Oxford

The same condition is enforced by seven non-county boroughs and seventeen other urban districts, 
making a total of thirty four local authorities.

Rates Agreed on by Associations of Employers and Employed.—These rates are required to 
be paid by the following six county boroughs : —

Barrow-in-Furness Halifax Southampton Wolverhampton
Brighton Liverpool

The same rates are stipulated for by one non-county borough and three other urban districts, making 
a total of ten local authorities.
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