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A different approach to music
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S This class of Grade 1 ¢
part of a series of ten radio prog
cation in cooperation with CBC.

rams produced by the Ontario department of edu-
The series explains the Kodaly method of music

education. One teacher described the method as teaching children *‘to hedr what
they see and to see what they hear."”’

By JERRY HOFF
Mississauga elem e n-
tary schools are alive
with the sound of music

And the
ment, and
very touch
music

Thanks to an old Hun-
garian composer and edu-
cator, Zoltan Kodaly
(pronounced ko-die, ac-
cent ko) who died in 1967
at the age of 84

What Mississauga has
done with the Kodaly
method in area elemen-
tary schools is the subject
of this year's annual
series of ten radio broad-
casts sponsored by the
Ontario Department of
Education in cooperation
with CBC.

This year's series is the
first time Mississauga
has been involved in the
broadcasts and, in tribute
to the subject matter and
presentation, it is the
first time all ten pro-
grams of the series have
been devoted to a single
school system.

sight, move-
nearly the
and feel of

“Mrs. Richards discov-
ered the Kodaly method
in 1960. Inspired by the
outstanding results she
observed in schools in Bu-
she returned to
the United States deter-
mined to develop a
course of study incorpo-
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rating Kodaly’s philoso-
phy and adapt the tech-
niques of his system to

The first of the broad-
casts will be aired Tues-
day, Jan. 7, from 2 until
2:30 in the afternoon. The
series will continue each
Tuesday at the same time
for ten weeks.

Programs will be prov-
ince-wide and local listen-
ers may tune in on CBL
(740 on the AM dial) of
Toronto.

““The series is geared
for the primary grades —
kindergarten through
Grade 3, said William J.
Wright, program consult-
ant for the Ontario De-
partment of Education.
“It’s an experimental
program in Ontario
schools and is an adapta-
tion of the Kodaly method
by the American music
educator Mary Helen Ri-
chards.

materials meaningful to
American children. The
present ‘Threshold to Mu-
sic’ program in Missis-
sauga and elsewhere is

the result of her efforts.”

The Kodaly method
came to Mississauga last
year when Mrs. Richards
visited Toronto to demon-
strate her program. Mrs
Margaret Gunn, assistant
music supervisor for the
Mississauga board of edu-
cation, encouraged Mrs.
Ann Hilborn, a Park Roy-
al Public School Grade 1
teacher, to attend the
demonstration. This led
to the ‘‘Threshold of Mu-
sic’’ program being intro-
duced to Mrs. Hilborn's
Grade 1 class at Park
Royal.

Ross Mills, principal of
Park Royal, decided ear-
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ly last year that the pro-
gram shouldn’t be limited
te one class and reorgan-
ized the school timetable
to involve all Grade 1
children in the program

Kodaly's philosophy,
Mr. Wright explained,
“leads the child to be-

come totally immersed in
the music he is study-
ing.”

Mrs,
assist-

Mrs. Gunn and
Joan Eaton, also
ant music supervisor for
the local bcard of educa-
tion. exnlained that eight
of the programs in the
radio series will deal with
facets of system while the
{ifth and tenth programs
will be devoted to review.

Program number one

contintied rhythm pattern
repeateq throughout the

song as an accompani-
ment.”
Mrs. Eaton explained

program seven. “We call
it canon.” she said. “but
at this point that is syno-
nymous with a round.
This shows how to main-
tain independence and in-
dividuality of parts while
putting them together.
Programs eight and nine,”
she continued, ‘“‘teach the
children how. to read,
jump, and know intervals
in a five-tone scale natu-
ral to their voices. Pro-
gram ten reviews all nine
previous programs and
presents the children a
total picture of their sub-
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deal with the beat as an
inherent thing, as basic
and natural as the heart-

beat,”” Mrs. Gunn ex-
plained.
“Then comes the sec-

ond program, this one on
the rhythm pattern. The
children create this by
werds they either speak
or sing as they tap their
feet to the beat. Program
three, high and low,
teaches tonal pitch and
how to recognize differ-
ences in pitch tones

Melody is taught in the
fourth program. Children
discover the direction of
tones and learn this is
melody "

The fifth program re-
views all the first four
and puts them together.

“Ostinato is the title of
the sixth installment,”
Mrs. Gunn continued.
“Here the children find a
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“The heart cf the pro-
gram.’" said Mrs. Gunn,
“is to teach the children
to hear what they see and
see what they hear.
We're not concentrating
on. producing musicians
or comrosers, but we are
developing musically
literate listeners.”
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