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Toad archetype traced to Homer

Scholar unearths deep-rooted phobia in Freud

By IAN BALFOUR

The Toad Archetype in Western
Literature

P. Ublish Orperish. 372 pp.
Toronto: Dada and Sons, Inc., A
Division of Quatlu House

The neglect of the toad archetype
in Western intellectual history and
in literary criticism in particular
is, of course, notorious. Though vir-
tually every important
thinker/author in our tradition has
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dealt with toads in one way or
another, the lack of scholarship in
this area is, to say the least, a
blemish on our eritical visage.

Dr. Orperish’s new study of the
toad archetype is, in a very real
sense, a pioneer work. All future
scholars will use Orperish’s magnum
opus (following his celebrated The
Diphtong and Cathartic Affect in
Shakespearean Tragedy) as a point
of departure.

Dr. Orpensh s monumental erudl-
tion, far surpassing the overviews of
Auerbach and Frye, is staggering.
The opening chapters trace the use
of toad symbolism from the pre-
Homeric epics, through the Greeks
and Latins up until the modern era,
which as Orperish maintains “is
where the good stuff really begins”.

His chapter on Shakespeare is ex-
emplary, with one exception. Dr.
Orperish correctly points to the toad
as the unifying element in Richard
III as well as unearthing revealing
parallels in other plays of the canon.
He neglects, however, Othello’s im-
mortal line: “I had rather be a
toad...” (IIIiii).

The toad here, clearly, becomes
the symbol of the ideal state of man.
If Othello were indeed a toad, he
would surely not have had all those

problems with Iago and Desdemona.

Equally penetrating analysis is to
be found in a chapter on Milton, who
in justifying the ways of men to God,
describing Satan (the most in-
teresting character in Paradise Lost)
as -“squat like a toad”. Orperish
reveals that a prominent Cavalier
leader of the day was named Toad
Smith (who reappears in Joyce’s
Ulysses) and so the symbol clearly
works on many levels.

Orperish now- turns to the Ger-
mans. We learn that when Schiller
called Goethe a naive toad, the latter
misinterpreted it as a compliment,
which accounts for the problematic
toad symbolism in Faust. Orperish
then draws our attention to the toad
leitmotiv symbolizing the irrecon-
cialibility of polar opposites in
Wagner’s. Tristan und Isolde.
(Nietzsche was ecstatic about the use
of the toad at first but later denounc-
ed it as “subversive and silly”’.)

In Kafka’s oeuvre, Orperish main-
tains the toad is a symbol of all that
is bureaucratic, ineffable or guilty.

As for Freud, Orpetish contends
that the complete omission of toad
references in the collected works is
proof of pathological phobia of
toads. This obviously caused tension
between him and the young Jung.
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When Jung began his toad research,
the split with Freud was all but in-
evitable.

It was only natural for Mallarmé
and the Symbolists to seize upon the
powerful symbolic potential intrinsic
to the toad. Crapeuisme (literally
((Toadism”) became the intellectual
rallying point for a generation whose
influence on Joyce, T.S. Eliot and
Bliss Carman is profound.

Few critics, from Aristotle right
on down the line, have displayed

ART  GALL OF

Ross N145

exs

Y ORK

Mon Fri 10-4:30

N| /PR)liY

Sun 25

RECENT ACQUISITIONS
OF EUROPEAN AND
AMERICAN PRINTS

Graphic works from 1542
to 1972 from the collection of
The National Gallery of Canada

TO SUNDAY APRIL 13

> ERUDITUS ¢

"ann"

-— : = g

such keen insight, such vast erudi-
tion, such inspired mixing of
metaphors. If Orperish lives to com-
plete his work in progress, we can
look forward to what promises to be
the definitive comparative study of
Dante and Joyce and Kilmer.

Dancers’ concert

Students and faculty members of
the York Dance department will
hold their annual end-of-the-year
concert on April 10, 11, and 12 in
Burton, nightly at 8 p.m.

Guest choreographers will include
Lawrence Gradus from Les Grands
Ballets Canadiens, and Robert
Cohan, director of the modern dance
group at The Place, in London
England.

Faculty members Dianne Mimura
and Marie Marchowsky, and Grant
Strade, chairman of the dance
department have also choreograph-
ed for the concert. Admission to the
student concert is free.

Want ads are accepted in Room lil, Central Square, and have to be prepaid. Up
to 20 words cost $1.00, additional words are 5 cents each, up to a total of 30
words. Deadline is Monday 5 p.m.

SPEEDY TYPING of essays, term papers
etc. 50¢/double spaced page. Will pick-up
and deliver. Call Judy 630-9735.

Papers, etc.
professionally done

Campus pick-up and delivery :

50° per page
call: 248-2459.

ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER, only 40¢ a
page. At 76 Bimine Crescent. Less than
one mile from campus Phone friendly
Francina 636-1214.

FAST,ACCURATE TYPING at home on
electric typewriter. Theses, essays, etc. 50¢
per page 491-6760. —

GEG'S SECRETARIAL SERVICE: Fast,
accurate typing of essays, theses. 80° a
page. 489-9961.

.....

CAMP For Youthful offenders needs water
front staff, trippers and cousellors. June 16
to Aug. 21. Lake of Bays. Experience,
maturity and high energy level necessary.
Call Maria Bertoni 466-2171 or 423-8094.

1970 TRIUMPH GT8 + - Al condition -
Michelins - New rebuilt transmission -
Stored in winter - certified - $1,750 -
Serious calls only please - 749-5995.

4 formation, write:
4 Unlimited, Box 585-C16 Station A, Mon-

CALCULATORS at discount prices, for
Science and Engineering students. For in-
“Educational Products

Treal". No Obligation!

TYPING SERVICES - fast, accurate, neat.
All | ask for is 45¢ per page. All you need
ask for is Richard. 633-0612.

WANTED to buy used trunk as soon
as possible. Call 661-9728 anytime.

GOING WEST? | want to get riders for a
Drive-away to Vancouver. Leaving April 10-
20. David 533-8421 Evenings.

TYPING, IBM EXECUTIVE TYPEWRITER,
Experienced in M.B.A. case studies and
policy papers, Bathurst-Steeles location,
Call anytime Mrs. Logan, 223-1325.

EXPERIENCED SECRETARY does fast [:

and accurate typing at home. Essays,
theses, etc. 50¢/Page. Call 633-1713.

FAST, ACCURATE TYPIST - essays, [

reports, letters, etc. 10 years experience,
rush jobs no problem. From 50¢ a page call
Ida, 249-8948.

EXPERT TYPING done in private home
(electric typewriter) Brampton, Bramalea
area. Essays, theses professionally typed
(50¢ page). Call 459-6167. 9:00 a.m. - 9:00
p.m.

Y.U. FLYING CLUB is looking for more
members, interested in having a good time
cheaply! Come talk to us at the spring
meeting April 7. 8:00 p.m., S 872 Ross or
phone 223-2714.

REWARD, Gold Charm Bracelet, lost on
Wednesday Sentimental value. Please call oo

Rosemane 667 3760 or 633-1726.

bedroom apartment, Keele-Sheppard
area, ten minutes from York, utilities in-
cluded, $195. per month. Phone 635 9935
anytime.

SuB ET - May 1 - Sept. 1, 1975, two

ESSAYS, THESIS, etc. typed In my home. |

Excellent service. Very reasonable rates.
Yorkdale area. 783-4358.

FAST, ACCURATE typing at home - thesis

and essays, electric typewriter, 50¢ per |

page - 491-2423,

TAKE MY NUMBER and call tonight if you
want your essays typed just right. Fast,
accurate, reasonable. 491-8083. Y

WANTED: Female roomate to share two
bedroom apartment, for the summer.
Close to York, underground parking,
reasonable rent Call 636-3256 anytime.

USED FUR COA'I'O & JACKETS $10.00 'y
up. New $99.00 & up. Also stoles & hats and
men's furcoats. Excellent selection trade
ins accepted. We buy used furs. Paul
Magder Furs, 202 Spadina Ave., Toronto
MST 2C2; Tel. 363-68077. Between Queen &
Dundas Streets.

USED FUR COATS
& JACKETS
TERRIFIC BUYS FROM
$25.

Also new furs from $199.00
A varied and interesting
selection
at VILLAGER FURS
CENTRALLY LOCATED
111 BLOOR ST. W.
2nd Floor - 961-2393
9:30-7 Mon.-Sat.

EUROPE & ISRAEL

Student Flights
Car Rentals, Rail passes etc.
Robbie Goldberg
CONQUEST TRAVEL
3333 Bayview Ave.
Suite 203
221-1112 (days) 782-5033(night)

Low Budget Air Fares
to

Egypt and East Africa
Student flights to Europe

Package Tours:
Egypt, Kenya, Tanzania
Caribbean, Hawaii, South
America and Europe

Safariland Travels

55 Bloor Street East
Suite 300 Toronto

Tel: (416) 967-0067

The Women's Workshop has
new hours and a new location.
We still offer assertive training
and awareness groups, but
our informal hours to meet
and talk, read and have coffee
have been expanded. We are
how open Monday to Friday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Located in Room 102 B.S.B

COUNSELLING AND
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE:

—Individual and group counselling
—Academic aid
—Community service

Room 145 B.S.B. 667-2304
Open Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm
24 Hr. Emergency: 667-3333

YOUR UNIVERSITY

OPTOMETRIC SERVICES
By Appointment

s Salsberg, O.D.

M.L. Gross, B.Sc., O.D.
Central Square
667-3700

FOR SALE - Red 1969 V.W. Bus Good
condition; recently overhauled; sunroof;
best offer. 782-3977.

CHARTER FLIGHTS
to -
Athens, Cairo, Beirut, istanbul

during Summer
Must book before May
$494

Leisure Travel
Box 6903
Station A
Toronto
Call Paul 424-2989 evenings

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY: 40 to 70
colour prints, complete coverage (home,
church, reception) - $99.50, for an oppor-
tunity to see samples of our work call
“Brides Only" photographic services at
231-3158.

CAMPUS PRINTING
SERVICES
Invitations and announce-
ments for every occasion -
wedding accessories business
stationary (largest and finest
selections with quickest pos-

sible delivery)
STUDENT DISCOUNT AVAILABLE
630-4534
(after 5 p.m.)

ABLE OPTICAL

Glasses the same day — We fill doc-

tor's prescriptions, repair and replace |-

broken glasses expertly. Large selec-
tion of modem frames at reasonable
prices. Located in the Jane-Finch Mall
opp. Food City.

Cary Qualil,

Optician. 638-2020

MOVING?
$10 per hour
for
one ton truck
and one man

221-5473

YORK UNIVERSITY
DENTAL SERVICE

By Appointment
Rm. 114 Founders Residence
Tel. 667-6327 or 749-6631




