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BLACKS ON BLACK

ON MALCOLM, MUSLIMS AND
THE MoOVIE

I chose to write on this subject
because of the progressive interest
(sometimes genuine and sometimes
not) in Malcolm X. This Black icon
has recently dominated popular cul-
ture in the form of hats, T-shirts, and
various other clothing which sport
some of his famous and not-so-fa-
mous quotations. Unfortunately, it
appears that the majority of the peo-
ple who have become fascinared with
this brother has based his/her per-
ception of Malcolm solely on that of
the popular culture. Tothese people,
quite simply, it represents a fashion
statement. [t is sad to see so many
young, and sometimes older, Black
people who are not educated about
Malcolm or who have been
miseducated about Malcolm.

Malcolm represented change. As
a man who was involved in practi-
cally every type of crime in his early
years, it would appear that he would
have nohope tostraighten up. How-
ever, through the teachings and guid-
ance of the most Honourable Elijah
Muhammad, he did just that. He
quickly became a minister and spoke
to Black people about the evils and
vices that the White man had pur-
posely instilled in our community to
keep Black people politically, eco-
nomically, socially and spiritually
repressed. He told us that the reason
we could never progress was because
we were too dependent, too loving,
too trustful, too forgiving, and too
naive on, of, and about the White
man, who was our slavemaster, he
taught us. (By the way, the X repre-
sents our true name that we have no
knowledge of because the White man
gave us HIS name during slavery.
Therefore, it is extremely contradic-
tory, to the point of insulting, when
I see White people wearing X hats.)
Eventually, through various events
and happenings — most of which we
really cannot profess to know, and
therefore, understand — Malcolm
broke away from the Nation of Islam
to adopt a more “orthodox” form of
Islam. He made his pilgrimage to
Meccaand later retumed to America.
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Yes, he did not believe any more
that the White man was the Devil.
He saw, at Mecca, Muslims whose
skin would be classified as white.
Therefore, he could no longer be-
lieve the “Devil” theory and conse-
quently dismissed that teaching of
the most Honourable Elijah
Muhammad as “racist”. Malcolm X
was for the oneness of humanity. He
always was. But even after his pil-
grimage, he still subscribed to many
of the teachings of the Nation of
Islam. (I suggest you watch video
tapes, listen toaudio tapes, and read. )
This man was taught and guided by
the most Honourable Elijah
Muhammad, who only had a grade
three education. His teaching gave
Malcolm, whoonly had agrade eight
education, a knowledge that would
lead him to debate white scholars...
and win! This knowledge led him to
be a minister, a teacher, a leader.
Even after Mecca, his primary con-
cern was Black people. He created
the organization of Afro-American
Unity. He said that White people
could only be righteous if they would
submit to God and consequently
come out of their, as Malcolm pur it,
“white-mindedness”. There isa very
obvious correlation with that and
that which the present leader of the
N.O.L says. The Honourable Minis-
ter Louis Farrakhan teaches that yes,
the White man is the Devil. He also
says, however, that it is not impossi-
ble for Whites to do good and to
submit to God, but it would not be in
their nature to do so. Today, the
Nation of Islam is one of the most
powerful Black organizations in the
world. Its “membership” is about 10
000, but its followers reach far be-
yond that. Though the Nation of
Islam is controversial, it has been
able to do what government,
churches and other organizations
have failed to do. To the media, to
White people, and to some Black
people, the Honourable Minister
Louis Farrakhan and the Nation of
Islam are racists, haters, bigots and
anti-Semites. To his followers, in-
cluding myself, they are the exact
opposite. They are politically, eco-
nomicallyand religiously mature and

established. Their work in the Black

community is incomparable. These
aren'’t violent, hateful, uneducared
Black men and women. These peo-
ple hate violence, bigotry, racism
and anti-Semitism. They're not con-
victs — they're chemists. They're
not dregs — they’re doctors. They
don’t drink. They don't eat harmful
foods. They don't chase after women.
They don't chase after men. They
are kind, courteous, upright and
clean.

I believe this article had to be
written because the movie about
Malcolm X will be at a theater near
you very soon. And though I love
and respect Spike Lee, unfortunately
the White-dominated movie indus-
try has more control than he. This
will result in some misrepresenta-
tions (as usual). Divide and conquer
is always at work, and they will try to
cause a division between the lovers
of Malcolm and the Nation of Islam
(as if you can't love both) by insinu-
ating that they killed Malcolm X.
That isalie. Even though Malcolm,
himself, once accused the N.O.L of
plotting on his life, he later expressed
doubt about that because he knew
that there were powers much higher.
Quite frankly, the White power struc-
ture killed this brother. Yes, Black
men pulled the trigger, but it would
not be the first time that servants
carried out the wishes of their mas-
ters. The Nation of Islam would
have nothing to gain and everything
to lose by killing Malcolm. It be-
comes convincingly clear that the
Nation of Islam is innocent.

First of all, do not fall for the
divide and conquer tactics of those
who have historically done it to us.
Secondly, education will show you
that Malcolm X exists today in the
evolved form of the Honourable
Minister Louis Farrakhan. Andlastly,
we don't have a lot of leaders left, but
I consider Farrakhan one ofthem. So
to his political “enemies”, whether it
isacrime of commission or acrime of
omission, in the words of a Black
reporter: “Please don't harm this
brother, ‘cause we love him.”

Malik Adams

Dalhousie Art Gallery

Exhibitions on display until 13 December

Moving Ever Shall Stay:
Work by Suzanne Gauthier
Marlene MacCallum: Prints

6101 University Ave.

(lower level)
494-2403
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Joseph Svoboda: Scenography

PLUS

Films Every Wednesday
German Expressionist Film Series

until 9 December

£ G Admission charge
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Nova Scotia Public Interest Research Group at Dalhousie

NSPIRG at Dal

has opened nominations for an

interim position for its

Board of Directors

Note: PIRG is committed to seeking board members from

traditionally unrepresented groups

Nomination froms are available from our office,

Room 310 of the SUB, to be returned by Thursday,

November 12th at 5 p.m.

Elections will be held during a general interest meeting
Tuesday, November 17th, 6 p.m.

Monday
nights
are the

DOUBLE
DEUCE

ROAD HOUSE

1560 Hollis Street around the
corner from Maritime Centre

Black Pool
Thurs., Fri. Nov. 5,6 $3

Cinnamon Toast Records Record Releasel
JALE (Tag) “Aunt Betty” 7" E.P.

+ Thrush Hermit
Tuesday, Nov. 10 $3

Furnace Face + The Gluetones
Thurs., Fri. Nov. 12 + 13 $4

Open Stage every Tuesday!

CKDU 9? ;FM

club night
a different
D.J. each
week!
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Today's sty

Student Discount
Discount Day
$11.00 Cut
Nov. 7, 9, 10th only
- with coupon

5853 Sprmg Gorden Roqd L Comer of Spnng Garden & Summer
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7 MON.-FRI. 8am-7pm '.V
SAT. 8am-5pm
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