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mThe Mighty Minority m'y/'-\ -\ O BYH H H HY.J1L9 BETTY MacDONALD tea
Once upon a time there was an seeing her dressed as she was, called 

Indian Princess who lived far far 
away from 1 white” people. Her tribe
was very civilized however and they wagon jolted along the street more 
had some knowledge of the outside wild looking hilarious people were 

Sidney Carlson was a piker, I world. Their Princess sometimes picked up. Finally, the wagon at- 
thought as I trudged the million b-lt a little disgusted when her tribe rived in front of a red building, 
paces betwixt University Avenue and j had their ceremonial dances; she felt everyone jumped out and the prin- 
Hut 4 Alexander College. Neither j ‘hat they were too wild and noisy j cess followed suit. Inside the build- 
the rain noi the taxi which ruined a ;: 111(1 she began to wish she could visit ing she saw more strange looking hu- 
two buck dry cleaning job swerved die “white” people so that she could mans, capering around the floor and 
me from my purpose. I had seen prove to herself and her Indians acting very strangely. The Princess 
enough of Erunswiokan editorials ‘hat they should change their way of saw that some had their food pinned 
and screaming posters accusing me hfe. on them; she wondered if there
of (a) Varsitvs failure at rugby; (b) shc pondered the matter for sev- a <y,minc in the city because these 
the fall of the F. C. M. (Free Cana- er:il weeks and at last decided to p( op]<> were constantly snatching 
dian Movement) and (c) the export visit “civilization.” After a long, long vegetables, etc. from one another, 
of cerebellums to Patagonia. Enough journey she came at last to the out- The Princess watched the proceed- 
was enough. Nobody could accuse sk*rts of a small city. As she won- jngS for quite some time, then puz-
me of being a coward. I WOULD dcred what she should do next, a sjle ]cft the building and the
have my photo taken for the Year wagon full of screaming characters, c;ty and begun her journey home.
Book despite the fact that Karsh is dad in strange garb went rattling resolved that “civilization” was not
still in Ottawa. past her. One of these characters, so civilized after all.

Much to my surprise, I found the 
photographic hut exactly where the 
posters had told nte that I would 
find it, Hut 4 Alexander. With my 
hand on the door knob, I found my­
self undecided whether to knock or 
walk in. The door was suddenly 
opened by some Tarzan leaving in a 
hurry and I entered. . . .headfirst.
Recovering from my auspicious en­
trance I found myself confronted by 
a beaming co-ed stsnog. ‘Hi Frosh 
“she greeted me, “What’s the word 
from Glocca Morra?'And before you 
ask me, no, I don’t think that I 
should be in pictures.” I remember­
ed the hurried exit of Tarzan and 
hastily swallowed the question which 
was popping up in my tlxorah My 
name and other pertinent details 
were painlessly extracted from ms 
and I was directed along the next 
step of the photo assembly line.

I entered auotinu room where 1 
was immediately seized, parked in 
front of a camera and decorated 
with a. hood and gown. “Held it" 
somebody cried, “Thats no senior.
He’s got a haircut and a clean 
sh’’rt.” After the hood had been re­
moved and brushed off. . . .with a 
little too much care I thought. . . .Ï

out to her to jump on. Curiosity 
compelled her to do so and as thePAINLESS PORTRAITS 

FOR POSTERITYFlying With the N.B. 
Aerial Forest Patrol

by W. E. jARRATT.
they might have attained serious pro­
portions before being discovert d.

Although the primary' purpose of 
the aircraft was to detect fires, they 

and control of forest fires. The idea ’ also p’ayed an important role in aid­
ed the use of aircraft in combating ing and directing fire fighters in 
the menace of forest fires is, of bringing a fire under control. Any- 
.ccurse, not new. Other provinces one who has fought a major fire 
have maintained provincial air ser- knows of the confusion and lack of 
vices in previous years and the New reliable information regarding > the 
Brunswick Government has employ- extent arid location of the fire, groin 
cd aircraft on a part time basis in the air, the boundaries of a fire can 
the past but this was the first year be accurately mapped and, most im- 
that regular patrols were carried out. portant of all, the location of roads 
The writer was fortunate in being and streams relative to the fire can 
employed as a pilot on the aerial pat- I be pin pointed. This information, 
rols and spent a most interesting when passed on to the foresters, 
and profitable summer in this ca- enables them to direct their men and 
pacity.

Since this was a new venture, 
everything had to be organized al­
most from the ground up. No pun 
intended!, A great deal had to be 
learned by the pilots and radio 
operators all of whom were suffer­
ing from hangovers of habits learn­
ed in the Air Force. The rules and 
regulations of Civil Aviation and 
Radio are very strict and are en­
forced by Government Inspectors.
But, after a few fumbles, we got 
ourselves organized and settled down 
to the serious business of patrolling 
the forests.

Three aircraft were used for the 
patrols; two light landplanes and one 
amphibian. The aircraft were equip­
ped with two-way radio and three 
radio stations were maintained at 
widely separated places in the prov­
ince. Thus, no matter where an air­
craft might happen to be, it was al­
ways able to contact at least one of 
the ground stations. Besides giving 
satisfactory service, tins was most 
comforting from the pilot’s point of 
view for, despite the gloomy fore­
casts that our forests are rapidly dis­
appearing, there are still large areas 
of the province where a forced land- 1 
ing could be extremely hazardous.

The primary' purpose of the air­
craft was, of course, to spot fires be­
fore they attained major proportions.
The whole province is generously 
sprinkeld with fire towers and under 
normal conditions, the alert tower 
men are able to detect outbreaks that 
may occur. But the towers are, of 
course, static and depend on the 
weather for their visibility range.
Th'-re are many days during the 
summer when the visibility becomes 
extremely hampered by haze, mist, 
etc. It is under such conditions that 
the aircraft prove to be very effec­
tive, being able to cover laige areas 
that are blind to the fire towers.
Therefore, after any serious elec­
trical storms, special patrols were 
made by the aircraft over the paths j 
travelled by tire storms. This was 
not difficult because the storms ;

This summer saw the innovation 
in New Brunswick of the lull time 
use of aircarft to aid in the detection was

was directed to another room. “This 
loom is for the graduates junior. 
Come back in five years time.” His 
tone implied that it was extermely 
unlikely that I would.

I finally found myself in the pres­
ence of maestro Gillin, and after a 
hurried repair job with a comb, I 
prepared for my ordeal. I thought 
of all of the "Men of. Distinction 
ads’’ that I had seen and suddenly 
found myeslf wishing that I had 
brought a glass. I compromised by 
looking as calm and dignified as 
possible. “What’s the matter " the 
maestro said: “You look frightened. 
Stop holding your breath and put 
your eyes back in their sockets.” I 
relaxed and bulbs started tc ex­
plode. It was all over in a few 
minutes and I didn’t feel a thing. It 
had all been too easy I thought. And 
perhaps I had been mistaken about 
that little steno. As the door slam­
med behind me, I knew for certain 
that I had not been mistaken.

àfterc
By FRED COGSWELL

equipment to the places where it 
will be most effective. The value of 
the aircarft in this respect can hard­
ly be over-stressed.

After the initial novelty of the 
patrols had worn off, they became 
dull routine broken only now and 
then by the satisfaction of spotting a 
fire or of patrolling one which had 
already started. A forest fire seen 
from the air is a never-to-be-forgot- 
ten sight although its spectaculamess 
is superseded by the pity of seeing 
acres of valuable forest going up in 
flames.

With the sun’s kiss to warm 
My body there 
And the wind's coo! charm 
To finger my hair,

Still shall I lie 
And covet no lass— 
Sky-loved, when I 
Am sand and grass.

But, all kidding aside chums, why 
not get dov/n to Alex, when 
turn comes up? Remember, it costs 
you nothing but your time to be en­
shrined for posterity. You can show 
it to your grandchildren. What if you 
don’t have any grandchildren? 
Thats yeur problem, chum, not 
mine. . . ,

!
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Navigation did not present any 
great difficulty. Careful map read­
ing was used for the most part al­
though . dead-reckoning was some­
times used in bad weather, it is still 
possible to fly 150 miles across New 
Brunswick without seeing a house 
and, although we carried accurate 
maps, there are numerous small 
lakes and rivers which were not 
marked. However, after a few trips 
over the province, the lakes and 
rivers became familiar landmarks 
and the country became „ as well 
known as the proverbial “palm of the 
hand."

\‘
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Iperiments are also being carried out 

with the dropping of various aerial 
bombs on fires and the jjse of ultra- 
red rays in detecting fires is being 
investigated.

However, despite all the elaborate 
precautions which are being taken 
and the new equipment which is 
being developed, the only real ans­
wer to the problem of forest fires 
lies in their prevention. Pleas, warn­
ings, fire prevention weeks etc., seem 
to do little good. Year after year 
fires continue to take their toll of 
our most valuable asset and, outside 
of the occasional newspaper edi­
torial, the public seems to be quite 
apathetic to the situation. New and 
vigorous steps must be taken to era­
dicate the chief cause of fires, man’s 
carelessness. The youth in our High 
Schools, who will some day follow 
their fathers into the woods either 
for snort or livelihood, should be 
given lectures and practical demons­
tration by foresters on the selection 
of camp sites and the building and 
care of fires, it is not unreasonable to 
suggest that some sort of leak proof 
water container be carried by every­
one entering the woods in which 
cigarettes and matches could be safe­
ly extinguished. They could be is­
sued along with hunting and fishing 
licenses or by lumber camp opera­
tors to their employees. Fines could 
be levied for failure to carry them.

It takes 20 years to grow a tree 
and about 20 minutes to reduce it to 
ashes. Simple arithmetic shows us 
that, unless drastic steps are taken, 
our fabulous fore: is may some day 
be, like our once fabulous buffalo 
herds, only a memory.

I
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One difficulty encountered in this 
respect was the accurate pin-pointing 
of small fires. The maps used were 
the regular air navigation eight 
miles to the inch charts. Since a 
pencil point on this scale might 
cover a couple of acres, it can be 
easily seen that an accurate phi-point 
of small bush fires could not be ob-
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h,;.; vXj tained. Anyone who has flown light S3
aircraft knows that it is not practi­
cal to carry a stack of large scale 

The cock-pit soon becomes

floor or off 
ry, friendly 
a fmospkere 
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maps.
chiiteted with a sea of paper and the 
right map can never be found when 
it is needed most. The problem 

I might he solved by dividing the 
l province into a~eas and carrying 
large scale maps of that area alone. 
Indexed catalogues of aerial photo­
graphs of each area might also be 

I used. This was only one of the 
j spiall problems that were encounter- 
1 ed but none presents any difficulty 
which cannot be overcome.
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TF you’ve never smoked a hurley tobacco, 
you’d be surprised how it keeps your tongue

cool, packs so easily, burns smoothly, and stays 
lit with a minimum of light-ups. You can smoke 
it all day long, and still come up for more.

Picobac is the pick of the Burley crop, gro'vtt 
in sunny southern Ontario, trhere climate and 
soil are the secret ingredients jor a mild, cool, 
satisjying smoke.

generally travel from west to east 
and follow the valleys of our larger 
rivers. A study of the map of New 
Brunswick, will show that our larger ' in forestiy patrols is widening year 
rivers flow from west to east. A

The scope of the use of aircrau
.

by year. Paraîfoopers are now used 
in some parts of the country. They 
ate dropped directly over the scene 
of fires and are equipped to combat 
it on the spot. Valuable time is thus 
saved which might make the differ­
ence between a fire becoming a dis­
aster or merely a nuisance. The new 
field of creating artificial rain by 
mt'ans of dry ice may prove to be a 
most effective aid not only in fight­
ing fires but also in reducing the fire 
hazard of drought dry forests. Ex-

case in point may prove to be inter­
esting.

A few days after a series of severe 
clectirc.d storms, a patrol was car­
ried out north of the Renous River. 
Two fires were located in dense 
woods which were so small, a close 
watch had to be kept on them or 
else they were lost from sight as the 
aircraft circled. The fire -towers, of 
course, were not able to see these 
fires and, had not been detected,
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