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THIROUGH A MONOCLE
SOME OBSERVATIONS IN SPAIN.

S OME time ago, we had Lord Northclîffe comparing the Inter-
colonial with the Spanish railways. His Lordship had no inten-
tion of being complimentary; and, for a muan in a hurry, the
Spanish railways might seem a trifle leisurely. But who is in a

hurry in Spain? Certainly not the visiting touriet, if 'he has really
gone to seethe.country and not merely to make a record of ten towns
in ten days-collecting hotel labels and distributing picture post cards.
Spain is a land which repays slow ýtravel. In parts, it is magnificently
moun tainous. In others, the ricli "vega" pleases the eye like an Eng-
lish rural landscape. You run through 'orange an d lemon groves fo r
hours; and other.hours are spent amidst the silver grey of the olive.
The funierai plumes of the cypress rise in, sulent grace by the hanks
and swift, dark rivers. Cactus hedges line the track, and here and
*there rise the taîl frouds of the palm. Who could be in a hurry'through
sucli a garden ? Then the bare, grey his with their incredibie gorges
and the "saw" of their sierras cutting the sky-line, are equally arrest-
ing. At the stations the haîts are often long, but neyer duIl. The
peasanfts cluster about in typical groups-the men with broad hat
brims, brilliant sashe's, and handkerchiefs tied about their heads; the
women, dark-eyed, often with singular reguiarity of feature and roses
in their night-black hair.' I don't believe that even Lord Northcliffe
would want to burry.

T~ LIN they'have a checking system in Spain for your baggage.
Yoi miay have noticed ,the iack of one in England. True, it is

not adapted to catchingr, a train in ten seconds, but it rids you of the
responsibility of watching- your baggage. It is well to arrive at the
station a little early when youi have a suit case or two to register;
for it isý quite a business. You get a Porter to carry your things into
the baggage-room, and then lie proceeds to try ta worry the baggage-
master into taking some notice of them. But usu-ally that official
is very busy registering other bagga.ge. Finally, liowever, lie delegates
a suibordinate to weigh youir bags and look at your tickets. This is
most carefully done and the resuIt reported ta the chief. Next lie
satisfies himself that your bags are locked. Ile does this by unstrapping
tliem and snapping ail the fastenings open, and then pulling away
at the locks. The first time I saw this done to my bags, 1 did noýt
uinderstand it; and, leaping over the barrier, 1 demanded in excellent
English wliat lie watdto open my baggage for when 1 was going
away from lis town; and at the same time off ered my keys as a sim-
pler method of breaking inito the bags. He waved imy keys aside,
ignored my question and iurried off to pluinge into the clerical part
of this intricate business.

Tf HIS consists ini first making out labels which are pasted onto your
bags; and theii preparing a receipt for them whicli states how

miany pieces you have, what your ticket is like, where you are going

and sundry other pertinent facts. This, I think, is made out inlcate, one copy being given to you and the other preserved iarchives of the railway. This sounes complicated and it give!tiet ecome familiar with the baggage-room; but when it isyour baggage is dhecked-something Lord Northcliffe could nicdone, in lis own country for love or money. Ahl this time, the Flias been energetically devoting himself to forwarding the pr(dhiefly by shouting at thîe baggage-master and alarming you by 9,ing apprehensively at the dlock. Whefi it is doue, he sei-zes tli(of your impedimenta ýand rushes off to find you a seat in theThere lie lifts your things into the racks over-head, and sees youifortably settled. You miglit fear by now that you owved bim sofor his many and'arduous services that they would lie for nothiryou would have to go home, ail your money having been giventporter; but if you bestow a big penny on him, lie wili be gracthankful; and if you make it three cents, lie wili throw in aworth ten times the money.

A N English cabman at Gibraltar advised me to go to Malagboat in order to escape the hardships of the Spanisli raithither. Hie said that the line would lie ail riglit as far as Bobafor an English company rau it to that point; but that beyond Bobýit was Spanish. No other adjective was needed; that was danitenougli to lis rmid. He was of the Northliffe School. But liewrong. There is no slump in the line or its rolling stock after IFdilla. The train to Malaga was quite as good as that from Algecand the train back fromn Malaga was mudli better. The "trailuxe"ý-i. e., express train-from Seville te Madrid is a first-classjudged by any standard; and it runs on time. The day coacheýmucli better adapted to day travel than ours are, -andmucli more frequently uised for that purpose. The sleeping car,built with an aisle down the side off which the "cabins" open.fact, tliey are the regular Continental International "waggons-lit.for speed, this express train does, 274 miles in ten hours over athat niegotiates mouintaini ranges and is full of curves and grades.tlie 'wlole, it looks as if the 'English cabman and the English emniglit have been a trille hasty.

0I F course, a man can get a lot of mraterial for cheap andcriticism of the Spanisli railways if lie does net speaklaniguage and tries to work thegm witliout knowing the ropes. lietry ta do everything the wrong way and lie will not understand -0lie is courteously put riglit. That reminds me of the Englisli gelman who was travelling in Canada witli a large famnily and nmnany trunks. An assiduouis railway representative who was 1001after his party checked bis baggage for him, and ge him the.ch(As the train jogged along- that niglit, the said raway .representOwas surprised ta find pieces of tomn bagg-age dheccks in the corrof tlie car. By piecing- thiem together, lie-fou-nd out that they belOýta the gentleman witli the large famnily and tlie "mudli luggage.-yes," said that gentleman When asked, "that's ail right. I wenttlie ltiggage van witli My littie bits of paper and checked ail the Pioff. They are ail there, ail rig-lit; so I threw away tlie checks.~'iif that gentleman liad flot understood tlie language of tlie col"~and lad net been in. such good hands, lie mniglt have liad some troland lad some criticismis ta offer of one of the best railways in Car',
THE MONOCLE MAN.


