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T lHE train despatcher is a man on whose vigilancedepends the saiety of many people. H1e has his

times of trial and tribulation. Occasionally hie is 1the

leading figure in a tragedy. Not long ago, a despatcher

R A L WA Y in Toronto was controling trains

TR AG I LW on a line in a certain district, wheu

it occurred to bum that a "spe-

cial" freigbt bail not been reportedl for somte tîme. It

shouild have been at a certain s;tation. H1e touched his

tickecr and asked the stationiimaster if it was thxere. The

auiswer came bock, "Just puilled out." H1e replied "Can

yout stop it?" Quickly he hvard "No." 11e cnt off and

callud the station to which it was heading. "fIas No.

4 left?" NO. 4 was a pnsseniger train heading the other

waky. "Just puilled ont" flashed back. The operator sat

1hack andii grew pale. Vhe twvo trains were destined to

meet and it wstoo late, to prevent it. There was no-

thing to do buit call upi tht company 's doctor and order

out the wreckinig train, which lbe did four minutes before

the wreck occu'irrcd.
Mainv il ecl the faniionis Wasedtragedy be-

tweeni Londlon anid 'Saria a few years ago, whien the

Grand Trwnk depthrat London tried ini vain to call

the operator (il a certaini office to stop a train which was,

rushýling on to destruction in a siila1ýr manmner. Iu that

caethe despaitcher asto blamile ; iii the cakse reýited

abvthe traini crew oil the freiglit wcrc at fauît.

A somnewhat siila1ýr case occutrred( recenitly at Mýyrtle,

betwenTornt and 'Monitreal on the Caaia acifie.

Two tra;inis weurv to cross at this little station and both

had ordurs to thait elc.Thc eatsth)ound train raui in to

,myrtît a111( the v1ngîneeýr sa1w a1nother traini on the sidling.

1le stipposud it asthe w&estboundii( train, aind wben hie

got the signal fromn his condtuctor to go ahea;d lie went

withouit supiin.H id not know unltil it was too

lote thlt the tini lie swthere wats ai third train and

not tht onie hlit, orderred to cross. IJust alter the

tratin pulledl onit, the staitiogn t iSaLW that a mistake

had beenmade lie got bis veoieeand triedl to catcb

thie train. île could not do it. Tht collision oeccurred

anid lives wevre lost.
()ne iînust have great sympa,ýthyv with these hard-

wor)kedl mien, uven whien o)nt cainnot Pustify their care-

lessneuss. Ail railways are- wvorking liard to perfect their

systein of d1espaitkhing iiu order that snbaccidents as

these mayii be 'l'lit Thtest Systemi will fail, how-

ever, if the traiinuen, operaitors and despatebers are not

strictly acLctraite ini their obedience.

Q INCE 1867 Cainada bias spent approximfately $9o,-

N.> ooooo , its canal systeini. E'igbt-teiitbs of titis

suini. bas beeni ezpendted on the routte froni Lake Stnperior

to) the seaboard b)y way of the St. La.,wrence. Yet witbi

A NATONAL ail this expenditire the canald sys-

CANATIPONL ten lias fadlen short of antip-

CANL OLIV bons in attracting traffic. Ont

great diffictilty has heen that the inriprovenients ini the

canal systeni bave flot kept pace with the iniprovemelits

ini lake shipping. The lake vessels have been lengthcned

and dleleeed: the Welland canal with lochS 270 feet in

l.ixgth and j4 feet in deptit limits the efficiency of the

tbrougb route.

Nolw it is being proposed by suint that the Welland

-Canal should be lengthened and deepened so as to per-

mit the movement of the vessels from the upper lakcs.

Others propose that the impro-vement should be con-

cerned simply with lessening thê lighterage charges. In

either case there should first be consîdered the price to

be parid and the returns to be obtained. And along with

this, shouid be remnembered that, since the governiment

has adopted the principle of toll-free canais, this means

an increase in expenditure without the direct increase ini

revenue. If, as has been urged, the improveinents, what-

ever their scope, are to be concerned with the Welland

Canal alone, leavingthe portion of the route from Pres-

cott down as it is at preseut, then the improvements

would simply mean the defiection of more traffic to the

seaboard of the United States since the lake vessels

would be able to proceed to Ogdenshurg either without

brealking bulk or with srnailer charges for ligliterage.

Already the shipinents by way of Ogdensburg equial

three-fourths of the tonnage carried down the canais to

Montreal.
But it is not only the cost to the government that

must be considered. The settiement of the Canadian

West in connection miith the earlier settiemnent of the

North Western States makes the Wellandý Canal route of

Iess importance than formerly. As settlement and grain

production move west and horth, the importance of di-

rect Unes of communication eastward from the *upper

lakes becomes more manifest. At present the railway

Elles froin Georgîan Bay ports have advantages in 'this

respect. During 1906, 21.5 per cent. of the grain shipped

from the head of Lake Superior went by vessel to points

east of the Welland canal ;wýhile the rail shipments from

Georgian Bay and other Canadian port.ý was 39 per cent.

The railways have been improving their facilities, while

the canal system. below the upper lakes has remained

practicailly constant. In addition, the railways have an

advantage ini point of time as compared with the long

detouir by way of the lower lakes.

Shail we then build the Georgian B3ay Canal, taking

;1dvantaigc of a northern water route and saving .400

miles ini the water journey to Montreal? 'But if this

route is snccessfully opened $t will increase the disad-

vantage under which the Welland canal route ait present

labouirs. it would be mnanifestly futile to build the

Georgian Bay Canal and then improve the Welland Canal

to oflset this increatsed comipe tition. Which shai be

carried through ? Wbat is needed" is a national policy,

niot opportuilistil concerned with expenditures propor-

tioned to the urgency of local demoand.

Troo often Canada has generously devoted large surtis

for enterprises which time bas shown to be crudely

conceived. lýxpensive canaIs sbould tiot be undertaken ex-

cept after the strictest and most tboroiugh investigation.

JS Juidge Taft acting as a stalkinig-horse.for Theodore

I.Roosevelt ? It is true that ini Noveinber, 1904, on

the eveuing of his election as President, M1r. Roosevelt

announeed 'with ail circumstantiality his determination
to mnake this bis last'term. But

D EM0C R ACY'S th, indications are that in the

SINIT~R.F~RINDS North, at least, there is going on

a reorganisatiO3i Of political partties. The "Roosevelt

Democrat" is to be foiund on every baitd. tTsially a pros-.

perous citizen who possesses conservat interests, the,
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