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opcnly commendcd. Victory at any cost, by any
means, howevcr' unscrupulous, is the fundamental
principle, and, when the passions of the crowd are
raised to thc highest pifth by a close score, and
given a turbulent outlet without shame and without
restraint, thc spectacle is one of the most dcgrading
that can be imagined. The madness of the whole
thing reaches its culmination when weak playing
on the part of the "home teain" at flrst annoys and
then enrages its supporters, and a peisonous fury
of abuse is poured eut upon the very players that
perhaps on the previeus day were belauded with a
praise cqually blatant and cqually undeservcd.

It is not difficult to undcrstand iow cvii must be
the results of a game thus played and thus sup-
ported, Manly amateur sport is ene of the best in-
fluences in our civilization. Thc prescrnt day is be-
ginning to recegnize it as an essential part of a

liberal education. Sport teaches lessons that are not
te be lcarncd in colleges, and stands for sorne of the
nobcet ideals to which our natures respond. Apart
altogether, toe, froin thc training it gives te body
and mi, regardcd as sheer recreatien, as a hearty
reaction froni bustling practical lives, as a source
of pure and unalloyed cnjeymcnt, addiag a grace
and beauty of its own to existence, as a heigitener
obscured visions--who shall estimate its value?
ovscured visions--who shahl estimate its value?
What shail wc say, tien, of anything that tends
te debase sport, anything that cicats and defrauds
us of its swcct and health-givinig fruits, making us
spectaters ratier than players, not sending us forth
inte the green fields, ourselves to take a joyous part
in somne wcll-bcloved pastime, but sctting us in a
grand-stand to get our exercise and our sport
vicariously and te watch paid athletes whose only
intcrest in our city is tint our mnoncy pays for their
services, duping us with a pitiful parody of a wliole-
some ganie played i a wholesoniv way by whole-
some mnen, encouraging uuchivalrous and disionour-
able behaviour, indulging such mad lack of reason
and restraint as niigiit mark the orgies of savages,
fosteriag sinister and brutiali passions, brceding
clamour, rancour and insolence?

that tic game is patronized by almost ail classes
of our citizens, and even those who find ne interest
in it are apt to overlook or condone the viciousness
of the thing as a mere manifestation of natural and
harmless "animal spirits!" Our bcst newspapers,
as well as our worst, have apparently discovercd
that their readers require full information in regard
to cverytiing connected with the game. It is seldom
-that any real criticismn is made, and the number of
those who seriously contemplate the nature of tic
influence that professionalism is exercising through-
out our land is beth small and inert.

What, then, remains to be said in conclusion? If
there is any degree of truth in this indictmeat of
professional basebaîl, it is clear that it should bc
abolishcd from our country, root and branci, and
vigoreus steps taken to encourage a persenal,
active participation in real sport by our young men.
As to the best scheme for organizing an effective
crusade with these ends in view, the writcr ex-
presses no opinion. Hie wishes merely to make an
earnest appeal to Canadians that they giveý the
whole matter some serious thought, assured that re-
flection will end in action, and that a streng public
feeling will not be'at a loss for methods to acceni-
plish its wishcs.and enforce its dcmands.

1 1H1E FANS VI E W
BY "BLeACHiER."

p ROFESSIONAL basebaîl is one of the world's
grcatest organized forces. The size ofthe
,basebaîl machine appeals to the public, and the

smoethness witi wiich it is run also is impressive.
Basebail attracts boti sexes and ahl classes. It is

of as great importance to the people of thc twenticth
century as the Olympic games were to ancient
Greece, or the circus te the ancient Romans, who
sem te have invented the modern grandstaad. This
widcspread attraction means generous support.
Gencrous support means thc makiný of great clubs,
and great clubs mean a continental intcrest. People
thousands of miles apart arc making the saine
spéculations as te what will happen ncxt la tic big
leagues. For pcriaps bahf tic people of America
basebali is a commea bond.

A whist player once said tint one ca-i learn in
five minutes how te go throuagh a gaine of whist,
but tiat it takes a 11f etime te learn iow te play
whist. Muci tlic sanie might be said of basebaîl.
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defeat philosophically and victory flot hysterically.
The criticjsm is oft.en made that in professional

baseball no city is represented by its own citizens,
and that in Canada nearly ail the players belong to
the United States. Having each city represented
by players really belonging to it would be an idéal
condition. But do we reject everything because it
is flot ideal? Cities are flot represented in the larger
leagues by their own citizens simply bec-ause the
idea is impracticable. To make the contests worth
watching it is necessary that the clubs in any one
league be of much the samne playing ability. If
each city were compelled to have only its own citi-
zens on its team, some teams would be much
superior to others, and the league races would
rapidly lessen in interest. So there must be buying
and selling of players.

It is truc that the more important teams in Canada
are composed chiefly of 'players from the United
States. But it must not be forgotten that Canada
has furnishcd somte 'of the .greatcst players con-
nected with teams across thc line. The bigger
country bas produced thc greater number of players.
But must Canada keep out players f romn the United
States and so sec a poorer line of *basebaîl. And
ought Canadian players bc forbidden to sign with
teams.that pay better salaries than Canadi'an teams?

It bas become customary among some people to
refer te the members of ans' city's professionai.
basebail tcami as "aliens" or "hired mea." Admitting
that ecd city's tcam is composcd largcly of men
from other places, one can sec several points that
give spectators a realization that ecd game is a
real contcst bctwecn two cities. The business judg-
ment of thc mcn bchind basebaîl in one city is pittcd
against thc samne elément in the other cities.

A hundred big and little détails, all of which have
their cffect on thé game, arc dealt with by ecd
city's own men. Good home grouinds, well looked
aftcr, miay mean a d.iffcrencc oýf one wiin or more
in a season. Much depcnds upon thc staging of
the gamne se as to minister to the comfort and en-
joymcnt of boti spectators and players; and this
point, aIse is in the hands of thc men in cach
cit who are bchind that city's basebaîl. Finally,
the leyalty and fairness of the spectaters of cach
clty are net by any means negligible factors in the
winning of garnes. The shricking, fickle fan is
probably net the help in winning games tiat lie is
imagined to be. If he gets tic opposing pitcher"rattled,» does he flot "ràttle" also the home team's
batters and runners? But a team is sure1y heilped
by such items as the presence of a big crowd, the
applause greeting botli good plays anid good attempts
and peremptory cries from loyal fans to disloyal
ones to "Quit yer lcnockin'." Other things being
equal, the city that lias a big, loyal crowd pulling
for its teain is certain to heat out the cities that have
rnany disloyal or lukcwarm fans.


