
CANADIAN COURIER.

A Min iater's Grave Errora.

L AST week, in the flouse, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
rend fromn tbe CANADIAN CoueiEa the tbree
letters written by a cernent manufacturer and

published in one of our July issues. Hie did this
to empbasize a contention made in these letters tbat
the reduction in tbe duty on cement: made in June
last was due to the Saskatchewan elections and not
to any unusuial state o! affairs in the cement market.

Premier Borden, in his reply to, Sir Wilfnid,
toucbed slightly on the topic, and said:

"My righit honourable friand has spent a very con-
sidarable portion of his speech in reading f rom a public
niewspaper a series o! letters on the reduction o! the
dIuty on cernent."

On the following day, the Minister of Finance
replied at greater length to Sir Wilfrid, and said:

"The right honourable gentleman made the charge tbat
the Gýovernment radnced the duty upon cernent by rea-
son of the fact that there was an alection. peniding in
Saskatchewan, and for the purpose of infiuencing that
election. . . . -He read a latter from a manufacturer
of cernent publislxed in an obscure journal based upon the
grossest mniarepresentation . . ...

Later on in bis address, in a buirst of rnock
heroics, the Minister o! Finance added:

"Is it fair that, on the strength o! an anonymous com-
munication, a charge involving my personal integrity
should be made against me on the floor of the flousetl"

Mr. Macdonald, o! Pictou, then asked him if
the Prime Minister bad received such a "letten
signed by a responsible penson in the terms pub-
iisbed in tbe CouRI£a." The Minister of Finance
replied, "I amn not in a position to say that. Ail
I can say is tbat be said yesterday, as I understood
bim, that it was anonymous."

May I be allowed to point ont to the Minister
of Finiance that the quotation !rom Hansard made
above shows that Mr. Borden did not cali these
documents "anonymous letters." Mnoreo>ver, I
shouid like to add that if the Minister of Finance
doesn't know who wrote them he lias lest the cuinning
which distinguished hlm when bie was a newspaper
reporter. The letters were written by an Ontario
manufacturer o! cernent and were not anonymous.
The Minister o! Finance was blnffing wben he used
that terni. The oniginals are in Mn. Borden's office,
and the Minister o! Finance can see tbem wbeneven
lie desires to come down to facts.

Again, I sbould like to point ont to hlm that it is
iniproper for a junior minister to contradict bis
leader. Mn. Borden spoke of the CANADIAN
COURIUR as "a public newspaper," whie the Min-
ister o! Finance refers to it as "an obscure journal."

cents per pound live weight and the householder is
paying 35 cents per pound for the saine cuts that'
bie got thirty years ago at l2Y2 cents.

Not satisfied with this wback at a prominent
citizen, the critic goes farthen and says that the
advent of abattoirs and cold storage plants drove
the price of live meat from 6¼/ cents to less than
4 cents per pound, so that the poor farmer cither
had to go out of cattie raising or starve at the
business.

Truth fai Correapondents.
FEW days ago, a frîend startled me with theAquestion, "Can you name 'a paper which has

an Ottawa correspondent who tells the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth ?" My
friend fouind it neccssary to rend two papers of
oppos;ite politics to get a fair idea of the recent
debate on the address. Ti explained to him that
no 'Ottawa correspondent was expected to be truth-
fui and honest. His salary depended upon bis con-
cealing sucb truth, fact or argument as miight dis-
please the partisan readers of a partisan paper. I
also explained that this did not make the Ottawa
correspondent an ouitcast; on the contrary, it put
him on a level witb M.P.'s and even cabinet minis-
ters. H-e is a superior penson.

I have flot met my friend since, but hope to dis-
cuss the mnatter again when bie bas had time to think
it over.

British Troopa in South A frica.HOW far Canada bas gone in providing for bier
own defence and in reiieving the United
Kingdom of a portion of ber military burden

is exemplified by tbe presenit situation in South
Africa. For sevenal years now tbe Imperiai authori-
ties have maintained an army of 12,000 men in
that portion o! the Empire. A few days ago th~e
announcement was made in the British House o!
Commons tbat this force wilI be neduced to 6,500.
The cost of maintainîng this buge force in South
Africa has been very considerabie, and no doubt
tbe Govcnnment has been influenced in its decision
by a desire to reduce expenses. But even after the
reduction is muade the annuial cost o! maintaining
an army of 6,500 men must lie considerable.

It is not many years since a similar garnison was
maintained in Canada. The first of our prescrnt
militia regiments was fornied about 1860,' but it
was flot until flfteen years inter that the British
Government felt justified in withdrawing the iast
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ýsident o! one

for the purpose of filling the service withi men wEho
have no menît other than baving voted "straight"
ail their lives, how can we expect clean elections.
an honest expression of the public will, or an effec-
tive public service? If the men who work in the
customs department and the post office are to, be
selected by the patronage committqe of a ward
organization, how can we expect the business
affairs of the country to be Iooked after?

Political patronage is câsting the people of Can-
ada fully twenty-five million dollars a year in ex-
cessive prices for supplies and in inefficient labour
in public departments-and wVho cares? Apparently
neither Mr. Borden nor Sir Wilfrid Laurier does.
It is quite certain that the average member of Par-
liament, Liberal or Conservative, doesn't. The
ward politicians do not. The newspaper editors do
not. Who does?

A Muck-Raking WeekT }IERE are tirnes when the flouse of Commons, at
Ottawa somewhat resemables a trunk sewer. After
the eustomary patniotic magnificence of the open-

ing un Novenvber 2lst-last week, the 'flrst of debate
was one of them. 0f course, a sewer is a very useful
institution. One of the finiest descriptive passages in
Victor Hugo's greatest work concerns a sewer. And if
last week's flushing of the national outiet for alleged
corruption bias the effect of gettinig the disorders out
of the national system for a while, the people may
begin to be thankful.

As usual, neither side of the flouse is to blaine for
turning on the sewage-and both aides are to blamne.
The debate on the address from the Throne is the kind
of thing that permnits a lot of members in Oppositin
to relieve themselves of rancours they have been accu-
inulating in the interval since last session. There is no
reason why the editors shiould have a monopoly of muck-
raking. Opposition mnembers will see to that. It is an
axiomn-that a 'Canadian Governiment is fundamentally
iniquitous. It is the funiction. of the Opposition to
demnonstrate this, as early in the session as possible,
and as often as possible afterwards. The people at
large mnay have somne lihgering respect for Parliament.
'fli young men of Canada may lbe excused for believ-
ing that the first week in Parliament should hae a pat-
niotie spectacle, not of cheers and flag-waving and senti-
mentality over the ýEmpire, but o! real business tackled
ini earnest by a body of men whose time in session coats
thie people of Canada a large numuber of dollars a minute.

But the first 'business of our ýParliament is to prove
that the Uovernment is rotten; and that the Opposition
was always so. Evidence accumnulates on both sides.
Sir Wilfrid led the rnuck-raking brigade in a rather
dignified way. The Premier retorted with the "tu
quoque" argument, which is Latin for "you're another."
Afterwards the Hon. Frank Oliver took the lid off the
Macdonald election referred to by 'Sir Wilfrid. 'Sif tons
and Sullivans had been arrested by the Conservative
Government of Manitoba. They had 'been jailed. The
Liberals resented the jailing. Two members from
Quebec had made a pilgnimage to Macdonald, finding
out things. Hon. Robert Rogers riddled the pilgrims.
Âccording to the report, hae landed with a straight lef t
on the "solar plexus.-' He rend three affidavits referring
te the arrest of Slfton, wbio, hae said, "had Ibeen employed
by tbe Liberal Governrnant for years, and practically
performed no work, except that o! debaucbing the haîf-
breed vote." Augustin Chaboyer (a haif-,breed affi-
davîter) swore that he had 'been offered a bribe by
,Sifton whio had supplied him witb liquor to give to other
lialf-breeds. Mr. Carveli, o! New Brunswick, asked if


