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'The Cbristmnas, Tr.e and its.
*Histcry
By Clement A. Miles.

.T Hmoe wdesread, ndtài idren
Ithe m'tdeitfecof ail festa
~intitutions la the (ëhrlstmaas-tree.

Its -picturesquenessa and gay charm h ave
mnade it spread rapidly aiPve uo
without rmots in national tradition, for,
as moat people icu w, it is a Germns
creation, and even in Gerinanyr it attained
its present immense -popuIarity only in
the nineteenth oentuxy. To Germany,
of cSe one should go to mec the tree
in alrits glory. Many people, indeed,
maintain that no other Christmnas can
compare with the German"'t'Wehnaç1t."J

In GOermany the Cbristma&-tree is not
a uuyfor wel-to-do pl, but a
neestthe very centre of te festival;

ne one la too, poor or tee lonely- te have
ene. There ia somethlng about, a German
" Weihnachtsbaum "--a romance and a
wonder-that English Christmas-trees do'
not poew. For one thing, perbiaps,i
a land of foreste the tree ZeM2ý more ini
place;- it is akind of .acramentInkg
mankind te, the mysteries of thewodad
Again the German tree la simplya in
of beauty and radiance; ne utilitaria
presents bang from ita bougthey are

GOuP of Nurm on tbblony of
laid apart on a t able-and the tree is
prely aplendor for tslenddr's -sake.
However tawdry it may look by day,at

night it la a truc thing of wonder, shinng
with counticas lights and glittering orna-
ments, with fruit- dE gold and shimmering
festoons cf silver. Then there la the
solemnity with which it is surrounded, the
long secret prepàrations behind the closedl
doors, and, when Christmas Eve arrives,
the sudden revelation cf hidden glry.
The Germans have quite a religîcus
feeling for their "W"eihnachtsbaum," com-
ing down, one may fancy, from some dii
ancestral worship of the trees cf the wood.

As Christmas draws near the market-
place in a German town la fflled with a
minilatufre forest cf firs ; the trees are seld
by old women in quaint costumes, and the
shop windows are ful cf candies and
ornaments t» deck them.

There riWa pretty enough story about the
institution cf the " Weihnachtsbaum " by
Martin Luther : how,' after wandering
one Christma Eve under the clear winter
sky lit by a thousand stars, hie set upfr
his eilîdren a tree with countless canies
an image of the starry heaven whence
Christ came do-wn. This, however, bc-
longs to the region of legend ; the first
historicalement ion of the Christmas tree
is found rni the no(tv's of a certain Strasburg
citizen cf unkx)(YNNn name, written in the
y-ear t605. " At Christmas, lhe writes,
"they e pfrtees in the parlors at

Str sburg zind banga thereon roses eut out
of many-colored Paper, apples, wafers,
gold-foil, sw Cet s, etc."

With the :tlIx-ance of the eighteenth
century flot ivets toft1lie " eiinachtesbyim"
beconie more fruquent: Jung tling,
Goethe, Suh i , ili brs mention it,
:tnd about.t lie un,] of the' centurv its use
seems to h:îNi: Lctiî fairly gèeral in,

Germany. m m YDIn-.ev ,
wasnetcomonLII wa <xinthe ejM4re

hundreda; it was a Protestant rathertla
a Catholin institution, and it th"j~
way but slowýyi regions wherce'l oldr
falth was held. Weli-to-do tonspý
welcomed it firat, and the peaaitay in"slow,to adopt it.,

lui-England it la ailuded te in 178Ù Wbu
its une ded net become atail generl Untilabout the 2 ht.een-fortie& I1840-Qusm
victoria-an Prince AIbot lad a Mnw
maa-tree, and the fashion spread uat
became ompletely naturalased.

I Mun~ich, and- doubticu "jr.
the tree appem snet only in the chureh
and i the home, but in the ceuWy
The graves of the dead are de oe
Chrlatmas Eve with holiy and métgn
and a littie Christma&-tree with dueni
Iights, a touching teken of
--an attempt ia o gvedeparted a shre Inthemh 2e h

Ile ueston f the oengin of Chriatuma
trecs la of great iteret. Though thmi
affinity to, other sacraments ci the vege-
tation-spirit la evîdent, ài ladifficukto
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s be certain of their exact ancestry. -Dr.
Tille regards- thero as commngfrom -a
union of two elements : the old Romnan

9 ustom of decking bouses with laurels
and green trees at the Kalenda ôf January,

9and the popular belief that every Christ-
emas Eve apple and other trew blo.omed
eand bore fruit.

Before the advent cf the Cliristmaa-tree
proPer-a fir with lights and orrISeflts
often' imitating -and always suggesting
flowers and .friuit-lt was customary te
put trees like cherry or hawthorn into-
water or inte pets indoors, se, that theY
miglit bud and blossemn at New Year or
Christmas Even teday the practice of
picking bougbs in order that they maýY
blossom atChristmas isto be found i
some parts cf Austria. The customa maY
have had te do wlth legendary lore about
th/ marvelous transformation of Nature
o.n the night cf Cbrist's birth, when the
rivers man wine instead cf water, and trees
stood infulblossom lin spite of le and
8110W.

-Let us turn te the customs of the Romm~'
Empire whichi may be in part responsible
f or the- German Christîmas-tree. The
practice of'adorning hôuses mith ever
greens at the January Kàlends wu5
common throughout the Empire, as we
learn from Libanius, Tertullian, and
Chrysostom. A grim denunciation of
sucli decorat ions and the lights wbich
accompanied them may be quoted fromn
Terttulliatm; it makes a pregnant coiitrast
Of Pagan and Christian. "lLet them, " he
says of the heathen, "kindie lamps, they
,who have ne light ; let themn fix on the
'doorPots laurels which shall afterwards
be burnt, they for whom fire is close at
band'; meet for them are testimonies of
darkness and auguries of puniý,hnent.
But thou,". he says te, the Christ ian,
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