
Northern Ontario's Timber Resource

8tration what could be done by reforestry'
fo)r these sand plains that had become ab-
sOlutely useless for any other purpose. The
staff of experts there were giving ixifOr-
xlation by bulletins and by lectures to en-
courage farmers to take Up this work, anid
froin the nursery over on1e and one h.,lf
IxilliOn forest seedlixigs had been distrib-
Lted to woodlot owners in ahl the southern
SOlinties of tho province.

ýýO f ar as northern Ontario was con-
P'ernod, artificial reforestation was not nOW
Il Practical question. Nature was doiiig
!1iore than thesy could in an artificial WeSY
ni northern Ontario. It would cost any-
vihere from six to fifteen dollars per acre
ýo plant up these lands, and they could ex-
Pend1 the money to mucli botter advaiitage
ul acquiin lands on which there was con-
ýidenrable growth at the present timie.

Cost of Pire Protection.

Bunt the great question in tho north wvas
SsecurTe proper cutting and protection

:'O'nl fire. He doubted'whether they fulY

IPPreciated as a people the immense areas
>f timber land that Ontario had i it5
ibsolute possesison. Only a smail area of
'4id had beoxi alienated £rom the Crown,
eavillg tens of millions of acres for the
?rOvince to use as it thought best. As-to
're ranging, a f ew years ago a ne ar-
R1ngemllen was made with the lumbernien
Slxer0eby they bore the total cost of the

Ire rnging On their limits. The Province
laed1 over these suporvising rangers who

'ad authority to compel limit holders to
'ut the Uecessary numbor of men on these
liits. Thon ipoxi Crown timber lands and
Orest roserves the Province employed its
wn rangers. They had also provincial
".trois upon railway linos and other places
ýbere there was special danger. Lnst y0ar
lior was a staff of 925 rangers on On-
S'%'" timber lands. The cost Of fire
angging to the province was $283,000. If
0 that was added what ho was informed
V- sPaid by the lumit holders, iarnolYe

920)ýit would be seeu that the total
Ost Of lire ranging in the province hast

j"rwas $325000. They were gradually

f ,rethenîing yand perfecting the systeml
fUde Protection lu the nlorth. This ini-
luelthe erection of telophone linos and

'OkoUt stations. It 'as impossible to tO-
el povont firo ini these mxillions of. acros>

thel Governmont was endeavorixig tO
"nhiÙxiZe that danger as much as5 possible.

t the Goverlnment could not do ail thIs
ý8efe it required and asked the co-QP01

t'"of lunitormen and citioens gexiorally.
"%tYeiir ho had had an Act passed in'
O9a'd ta the malking of ties, by whi»cl
le'Governuent xight suspend this w03rk

Qrll the danger seasoxi froxu APril to
udut Or mught make such regixhations as
eered proper.

it seemed to hlm that perhaps the timte
had n .ow corne when they might req uire
railway compaflies to treat these ties so as
to extend the life of them as long as pos-
sible, and thus conserve that kind of tim-
ber.

Mr. Hearst tben av a review of the

timbesr regulations in Canada from the

esarlest time, and pointed out that a num-

ber of the gentlemen that ho saw before

him whose nomes were household words in

timber districts ail over Canada, had thorm-

selves experionced .a number of thesse
changing regulations.

In closing Mr. Hearst saîd they some-

times heard too much of the differences be-

tween the rnanufOcturing East and the

grain-growi!lg West. Perhaps one. of the

things that had holped to keep these two

sections apart ws the hitherto unoccupied
portion of northerii Ontario. To his mind

that north lanid with its wealth of timber,
mineraIs and water powers was beund to

becomxe one of the great xnanufaeturiiig
centres of the continent. It might be the

home of millions Of peoplo in the not far

distant future, and would thus bridge over

the ge.p betweOin East and West. lI future

there would be neither East nor West, but

a nnited Canada £rom Atlantic to Pacifie.
Hle coxicludedi 'This is the objeot I have

before me as a Public maxi. This is m

ideal that I have in view. Thon I hope

wve shail perforin our duty as citizen. of

this fuir province of Ontario so that we

shali make this great Dominion of Canada

not 0111Y a source of strength to, but the

dornliating~ inifluence In that empire whose

flag encircles the globe, whose standard'

is righteousnOss, whose path is duty.'

NEW FIRE PREVENTION ORGA2IZA-
TION.

(Coutiniiid from page 180.)
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