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diately faczd about,” and drefled to the proper
front.. L - I .
The greateft fault that a battalion in-line can
make is increafing itsinterval : bad drefling may
be remedied without danger, but a falfe diftance
prefents 2 weak part to an enemy, and is not to
be clofed, without. a hazardous movement; and
great operation of the-line. S
. Commanding officers cannot take too much
precaution to afcertain true points in-the line in
which.theyare to form, before the arrival of their
battaliops in'te.. . : S
When a battalion is exercifing fingly, aconi-
manding_officer. fhould have two camp colour
bearers-behind each flank, properly trained, and
ready to run-out to that flank, to give points of
marching, forming or drefling upon the true line.
—In doing which, one flank of the battalion is
generally confidercd as in that line, and-often
both- . . ’

Words of command c:;hnot be f;&éciﬁed for.all

the variety of circumflances and fituations that
occur ; but commanding officers being them-
felves clear. in. what is. to be done, .fhould by
diftiaét and explicit orders, which they. divide
and adapt. to the occafion, lead. their battalions
through all the points of exécution with precifi-
on ;:this will always be found the fhorteft path,
nor -on any account fhould any.operation (cnce
a batialion is aflembled under arms) be perform-
ed in a carelefs or flovenly manner, which- will
always be the cale if.the commander’s orders are
not pointed, loud, and fufficiently explanatory. .
..A battalion clgfe. column forms in line on its
front divifion, -on its rear divifion, or on a cen-
tral one, according as circumftances require ;
and in all cafes.the line formed upon is that on
i o which

r



