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of this vote, stated the other day that white some sort of autonomy should
lie granted to Jreland, it must be on a basis different from. that on which
Mr. Gladstone's scheme is founded ; and therefore it je not likely Mr.
Gladstone will be supporteci even by this vote unlese lie completely changes
front.

TnE latest news soems to give assurance of the defeat of Mr. Glad-
stone's Home Rule Bill. [t hias been thoughit that the discussion on the
motion for the second roading miglit last some woeks ; but so liopelees does
the prospect for the second reading now look that it is liardly likoly that
many of those of the hundred and twenty-five members set down to speak,
wbo proposed to support it, will have heart to talk iii a tost cause; and,
probably enough, before the next number of Tiiui WEEK reaches our readers
the fate of the hi]l will ho officially soaled. With it, too, whenoer it
happens, will be sealed the fate of Mr. Gladstone's Ministry of doctrinaires,
adventurers, and nenentities. 0f Mr. Gladstone himeîf we desire to say
no unkind word, as we harbour ne unkind thouglit. He lias been guilty
of a stupendous error in judgmont, and that we helievo to ho the whole of
it;, and lie will be punished scverely by the withdrawal of tlie public
confidence, wliici he hll won in tlie course of a long life but lias now in a
fow weoks forfeited se utterly tlint ho cai nover liope te regain it. For lie
lias shown such an utter lack of cvery quaiity of a statesitian, that lie bas
givoni too much ground, even to his best friends, for the grewing belief that
the almnost unînterrupted series of failures that havc dli.stinguisliëd hiîs con-
duat of affaire white at the bond of (4overninent is dtue to sontething elso
than perverse fortune ; and eneroies wili ho too roady to point to the
prosent alliance with the accomnplices of rehols and assassins-unen wlto
are saved only from punislbment for tîteir misdeeds throîgli hnving eut-
witted and outgenerallcd the party leaders, and deluded the one amnong
themi whose judginent is toast to ho trustod,-this unliappy climiax te a
public life of haîf a century will give streng colour to tie contention of
tliose wiîe for mnany years have inaint.ained that tho continuai failures of
Mr. Gladstono iii statecrnft are (tue, net to ill-luck, but to the radical
unsoundutese cf one wlio lias nover been anything mucli better thaut a parlia-
montary tacticiaut, wlio lias succaaded iii talking himieif te the top.

Mit. (IeLDWIN SMI'rîu las ongaged passage te Canada for lifinseîf and
Mrs. Sinith by the steautier laaviîug Liverpool, Septenmber 25th.

T11, A AIIA N.

011~~î o Latines' top thou lhast
t)raunng the daylighit lieurs away,
Tiil Cynthia's lips againi thee wake.
Ai, happy, happy Cariait Prince!1

Thou know'st net toit, thou know'st flot pain;
Earthly cart's disturb thee net
Seleno's kis alonie theo wakes ;

Wiîo would net thus foraver sieep

Aboya -no searching, garisli sun;
Around(-nio prying eyes cf mon;
lieneth-no foot- worn, dusty path
Ahove-the still and silouit stars;
Around--the tired auîd sighing bougbis
Beîteath --the scented, sleeping grass.

No foars perturh thee, ne regrets
Cynthia loves thee--that is ail
Thou kutowest or hiast ne<d te know.
Ah, happy, happy (iarian Prince,
Whio wouid net thus forever sloep,
Forever and forever tîtus 1 ARNOLD HAULTAIN

THE LAST LESSON.

AS TOLD BY A LITTLE ALSATIAN.

[Translated for THE WEEK froni the French cf Alphonse Daudet.]TnAT day 1 wae late in starting for echool, and I was vary mucli afraidof being scolded, as M. Haunel told us lie would, question us on the parti-ciples, and 1 did net know the tiret word of them., Fer an instant I thouglit1 would mies the losson and reain about the fields at my own sweet will.lt wae sucli a lovely day I
I heard the black.birds einging merrily in the wood ; and in the Rip.port Meadow, bebind the saw-mill, the Prussian soldiere were drilling.This Seemed. of far more importance te me than the rule on the participles ;but 1 was strong enougli te resiet, and rant off te echool as fast as possible.In passing the Town Clerk'e office, 1 eaw quite a crowd of people stand-ing near the grating. For about two Yeare now, ail the bad news was

placardod there, the lest battles, the requisitions, the commandant's erders;
and 1 thouglit to mysoîf as I passed on: What bias liapponed new ?

As I wae runining acrose the square, Wacliter, the blacksmitli, and hie
apprentico were reading the placard ; hoe called eut te me :

IlDon't be in sucli a liurry, littie one; yen will ho in plenty cf time
for school

I thouglit lie was making fun of me, and I ruslied into M. Hamel's
little yard ail eut of breatît.

Usuially, at the commencement ef the lessen, there was sucli a noise
that it migltt ho heard in the street, the open desks closing, the lessons
which wo repeated tegether aleud, shutting our ears se as te learn tbem
botter, and the big ruler which the tencher struck on the table

ilSilence!
I tîtouglit I ceulci get inte my place unebserved while ail this noise was

going on, bnt just at this titue te-day everything was as quiet as if it were
Sunday merning. Threugh the open window, 1 sav uny cenîpanions sit-
ting in their places, and M. Ilamol, wlio was walking up and dewn the
room with the ruler under his arn. 1 was obligedl te open the deor and
enter the reom in the mnidst cf this calm. Yen unay well imagine my
stato of mind

M. Hamol leoked at nie, but netL in anger, and said very quietly
"Go quickly te yeur place, little Frank ; we were about te commence

the lesson witltout ycu."
1 junped over the benoît, and[ 4nt clown in frotnt cf mny dock. It was

only after 1 hall rocovercd a little frout uty friglit, [ saw our toaster bad
on hie hast green cent, hic finely-plaited frill, and his eitthîoidered silknecktie wbicb ho neyer wore except on ver ' c pecial occasions, such as theinspection of the scheol on thte day cf the distribution cf prizes. Besides
this, aIl the dlace was very colenin : somietbing very extraordinary muethave occurred. But wbat surprised me meest cf ail was te see tîte villagers,
juet ns silent as wo were, 4ittin g on the benoîtes at the end cf tîte reoun,
which wcre always onupty-old Ilauser with his three-cernered bat, theex.Mayor, and innny others front the village. They ail seemied te bevery sad, and liaer iiad an eld Spelliti<-boLok wbich lie lield wîde openon bis knees ; ie ladt bis spectacles on ns lie looked ever the pages.

XVlnle I was taking this in, M. Hantel cnt down in hic chair, and, inthe sanite tene cf veice titat lie iîad addressed nme in, said te us
IMy yonuug friends, this is thte last tinte 1 cItaI have the epportunity

of teciitg ycu. Thte order lias be"tt reeeived frein Blerlini tîtat nothing
but (lernt is tu lie tauglit it the scîtools of Alsace and Lorraine. Thenew teacher willh eete ero : te-daty yoet will takze ycur last lesson
in Fronch. 1 hope you will he very attentive."

Theso fow words quite upset nie. Oi 1 thuose itticerale creatures : thatus wlbat they }und placardcd at the Townî (lorks cilice.
My mest tesson iuî Frenchu
And 1, who hardiy ktuew ltow te Write a wvord properly I sbould nownever bave the opportuityý3 te learti, but, uun.sf reiuaiti a ilunce ! Hcw Iwislbed fer tIti ttue 1 ltad lest, and the leccouts 1 luad iicceil, hiuuting ferhirds' tiects or clidiuug eot the Saar! My books whicu 1 alway s found suaia hetlier, ce lietvy te carry, etc., uny gratîtouiar and churcli history, seemedlike oid friends ; it would ha very bard for une te htave te (rive thcmn up alto-gether. It was the sain(, witbi M.L larnel. The idea tîtat hoe wal; geing

away, and [ slîould nover sc hiun a'gaitmd efre altepnsituants I liad received frouit îuiit~. , tnduefogtalbepis-
Poor muitut Rt was in bonour cf titis bic lact lessen lie lad put on bishast clothes, andI uuw I uutdorstoed why tîte villagers were thora. This spokefor iteîf; it caanîed te say lbow mnuch they regYratted net coming oftener

te the echool. It was aIse a wvay te thank cur teacher fer bis ferty yearsof faithful service, and te render tîteir respects te the country te wbicli lie
was going.

I was thiuîking of aIl this when I hieard uny name called eut. It wasuuy turn te recite. Wluat wculd 1 nct bave given te lie able te say tîterule on the participles in a clear veice and without a fauît ; but I brokedewut at the tiret wcrds, auîd stC0(1 up slîifting fron oe foot te another,uny heart in my nîcutit, net daring te lift up rny bond. I beard M.
iml cay :

I do net intand te sceld yen, littie Frank ; yeur punieliment is
alraady noe than auueugh. T[his ise iw yen unagedl : every day yen
ucsed te say, Bah ! 1 have plenty of time : I will study te-morrow. And
new yeti see, what lias bappeuted. Ah ! that lias always been our trouble
lin Alsace : we htave always loft our instructien itntil te-merrew. Now
thesge other people will have the rigbt te say te us: }Iew is it ! You eay
yeu are French, agd yen do net kneow how te rend or write ycur ewn
languaga! For ail that, iny poor little Frank, yen are itot the meet te
blame. \Ve must ail reproachi cursolves. Your' parents have net obligod
yeu te study. ibley weuld rathet huave yen, at %work in the fields, or at the
spinning-milI, se as te gain a few more sous by tItis means. I-do Yeu
tbink I do net reproacb miyseif? iHave [1 not asked yen te water mY
gardon vory eften, instead cf miaking yen study? AndI wben I wnnted. te
go treut-tisbing, it did net trouble toy conscience in the least te givo yen a
holiday. De you tbink it did 1

Thon, fromn oe thingy te ariotîer, M. Hamel began te speak cf the
Frenchi language, enyiog it wns the mest beautiful in the world, it wns the
briglitest and beet, and that we must always kcep it among us, and nover
forget it ; for wben a country faîls into bondage, as long as it keepe its own
language it je liko lholding tîte key cf the prison. Thon hoe teck a grain
mar and read our îeseon te us. I was astonisbed te flnd liow well I1ne
stood it. Everything lie said seemed eas;y-se easy. 1 aiseJ believO 1
nover lietened so intently before, and that lie nover teck so mucli pains te
explain the lesson. Oue weuld bave said hoe tried te impart ail hie knoWl-
edge te us, before lie left, by this laet lesson.
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