
THE COMMERCIAL.

Zbe CCommelllrcial

A HAPPY NEW NEAR.
As we enîter uipon tlîo year 1835, and

enierge froi wliat lias ben a seconîd year
of depressioli, 11- people of Manitoba înny
Iveil ask, tire wue itering un m-l;at wili
pi-ove a prosperous niew year. W'e liave
Certaiîîly liad a long Cleigi period of
toughi times to inake lis skepticai about
iînproveient, for tie future, îuîd one
hope aliter aiiothier li ri'~ eh coidly,
if not rudely dispeileci, our commeînrcial
skepticisîn 15 pardoiable althiouigh not
justitiabie. A calii collparisoil of tice
limsent st.ýte and( piospeCCL of tritde atîjurà
coînpared ivith those of a ycar ago is not,
out of place now, amdi nîay not be witht-
ont profit.

Aî% year ago tite trade commîîuîîîty ini
MLýaîntobat wcre feeling. kenly die eibxcts

oEa frozen croit o? grain, ami as 1t;>3
passed out notiiing- but nînrîurs of dib-
Conîtenît couid lbe lieard ail oî er tie pro-
vince. \Nblolebali' andc rt.tait sait.î cliiîs
lino oit liaild iieavy Stocks 0t "00odS, duit
shlould Ilive lîcen sold duîn ie fail
mrntlis, anid Soine linol wvht w*as îîîniell
avorse, lieavy ou tstaniigt, delts ausong a
fariingi coinnîn nat, aio %Mere Iiabile to
pay. T1ite latter hialf of l~t3liad beeti
one of comumercial disaster ail1 arouîid(, 14U
liuses in die Nortliw est liavîzîg failed
during thie six nionthis, ait(d th)e yeur
Cl0se(i with ant onpresent fear of pagie
breakiiig over us. A biacker prospect a
Counitry could scarccly liai-e to enter up-
ont a new year witli. During thie early
iiiontlis of 1884 've foutid, that tiie pro-
spect liad îaot deceîved us, and a tune o?
pressure sucli as fev of us liave ever ex-
perienccd, menas naintaiiîcd until spring
opel Uip. 'Jlie iiiprovexnelit wliicli lias
tak-en place lias been o? tliat slow but
sure nature, ai hich) ilidicates recoa-cry
front prostration, and shiows to wbat a
state of weaknei's we liad beeni reduced.

As aie enter upon 1885 tite general
state-ot trade ini Manitoba is far front
avhat wc could wisli it, Tlia-. we hiave
been biessed iu 1884 by ant abunidant
cropt we cannot deny, but prices of farta
produets have been so bai- ail over thie
worid, Oint tîle betits arising front sucli
a crop are liinited, coînpared avîtli avhîat
tliey Ivould o. hîCrîîse bc to tii pro-
vinîce, and doubtless inuchi more so, than

inoEt o? uis calctflaîed. Blut ain abiiiîdaiît
croî lias lino, anîd mil I Continue to liame
its good etiiets, as we avili discover hofore
diit of 1483 colites to mîarket. A

euer ago wve liait for export îîot intucli
over 1,000,000 laushuels o? wlieat, nnd Ulic
gîreat bulk of tliat aras mîore or leis dami-
nîgvd by frost. At lireent tlie quantity
still availabie for export mnust be over
3;,000,000 btiblies, we tire tiierefore more
titan tliree unties as ricli ii grain resour-
ces lis wuO acre nl year ago, and Ivil liav-e
iitucli licalvier exports duriîîg tuie early
p)art of 1,M5, tliaîi (lutriiig 188.1. But ont
lie oter si(lC, tlio close fceliîîg o? 1384

lias stiniul:tte( tlu production of ineats,
dairy products, aud otiier îiecessaries,
wliicli aver previotisly iiiported front
tlie cas, or tlie U'nited States, and in titis
ilnitier ui iiiijîortb bai e beii stcadiiy
faillitig off. wiie our exports liai-e been
ont tie increase. I)uring 1885 it will niot
bu îîecessaty to itpoi t a Siîîgle tar lond
uf beef, poil', butter or plain food of aîîy
cleburîîîtioi, iii~ it be products of miore
sontliern Iatituiles,%iiil]i fori i ut a siniaîl
fraction oi ouir coîîstiîption. In titis
iîaiiier our ex1 ,etiditure, is stcadil y de-
cretased, anid we air(, dîîuly beconiiig
mîure selif-btiliportiiag. Piogress ini Oint
directionî imst soon free ns fi'oin dic
diegs o? depression, wliicli we stili suIYr
froîîî, anid if aie be sol? i eliatit, and inea-
sure our prgrs o.y in ueccrduiice with)
ur poe to de% elulp utir ou il resources,
we inust booli reauli a state o? prosperity
thie permnanencee of aaliicliwill be a nîa-k-ed
coîitrast tu tbe cxtitenîeîit of boomîs. WVo
lbaveo beeu too muicli actustoined hikze
MLicawtbei tu <Iepeîid tupoxi soiiiietliing
turning up outside o? tlie proper range o?
provident calculatioii, wliichi would re-
liee us front ai diffiienties, atid it is oîîly
aiilin tiac past ycar thiat tise feinîg of
self-reliance lias miade any licadway. Tite
nattiral resuit is tliat are liai-c made solid
piogress during tuie year, and will un-
doîîbtly continue to do so during tbe con)-
iîîg one. Tite feeling of self-r'chiazîce lias
also gained ground in trade circles. Pres-
sure front banks and otlier sources forîn-
erly depeuded ont lias developed tuie feel-
ing, and greater tra(le safety lias becu thoe
resuit. 'Mercantile liabilities are not
inucli miore titan lialf as licav-y as tiîey
aiec a year ago, se tViat trade starts into
1885 ini a coînparatively uîiburdened
state.

Looking at t1S prospect tiow, ive miust
aeknowledge, that for Manitoba it is im-

îIîeîîselY 'Origliter titaiî it was a year a,.,
NV lie, 110 doulî1t, soutîe tiighît 8slj, ',
stili beforo lis, but we ail fiitd oui-lot n,,l

prospects brghî,tczi ini prop~ortionî to iii
growtiî of tuie feelinîg of self-reîialîc, 'id
if it i% eiicoui-age(l atnd stiniiated,I -
ivill thO doulit boa liappty ait([ prorper. us
year. ________ __

THE HOLIDAY TRADE.
liu tuie gela rai progress wihicli lias 1* .. i

mnade iii ail biuîîail inîstitutionis, peoplie eer
hiable to overiook tUie clîaîîges iii the
nîature of tuie liolid(ay trade, wliichî lias
t4ikeii place duriîîg tbe present cczîtur% )r
ci-ci since tuie grey beards o? our oit i. Iýq
avere cli ildren.

Our grauîdfutliers liave" told us of the
Visits o? Santa Clatis îîîaîîy years a.goc 'v'd
judging front thîcir tes.iiîony 4lie wîat- .,f
tliat annualiy welconio visitor liaie gi -m i
aîinazîiigly botli iii vaine aid variety -ilîîe

tieir eliii(ilioo(. lin tlie Cliri-1, 'tas
trade benetitt<l oîîiy a feu- o? tlii' l-e'i
portant class o? traders. Tite itiri'"'-îa t
a'etidor of tovs ivas tlhien tîn' mîost nu,
p)ortanit dealer o? tue lioliday tiie, w liie
tie <osteriiîoiiger. can(ly pediar anîd *'îlièr
such inigratory traders wiet-e liis If-~ i
portant 'oînpetitors. TFliî retail mier ii
o? tlue towa or City looked foravard t' the
hioliday tille as a period o? businîess ru1 Ima
tioîî, and itot uiifre-qîntity tlie ItiiIL- ff
tîtese iiîdi-iduals closed tîteir pia. "so
bîusiness and .ioiiîed thte gemieral tîuy4
idiers. Siîîcet teiareat work of i uge
lias becia going ceaslessly on. 'JI) ,,.
day present lias grtzC' ýl'y sprend '"rs
wide area o? goods, aid one liai? .,f the
ntiantifîtLtuiihig iîistitutioîis o? tuie.iz
îvorld biave nom, a tine of hirepatrat, *and
£î'equently rusliiîig activity bef? r-, the
lîolidays arrive. Tite hiardware ai i rut.
icry branclies figures largoly iii tii îp'

tuie textile mnîu facturer, tlie stati .r.th
jeureller, aid a lîost of otlicrs a- ,îst to

sa-eu it. Tite skîii o? tuie inveicor and
tlue genluis of thie artist are bathi ,resM
into service, and tlîcir productioni pasWo
front one to anotiier as tokeîîs o? fliv g0013
will tliat ruIes ataoîîg meni du,,,,- the
festive seasoni. iie retailiinerclîiait isat
longer an uniîiterested party iît t1ii- traEc
in tiiese goods, but looks foravard to the
approaci of Cliristnîas as bis timîe d!
han-est. li1e lias supcrseded tii- pedhar.

and costerîîîonger, and thiese iindi-iduah
ho longer sharo to any extexît ini tle beli
day trade.

Aîuoug otîter chianges wbhic1à 1ve î'
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