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of Militia, in all 180 erank and file, had been
placed. The mill was 2 stone building 50ft.
by 360t., two stories in height, wills eigh-
teen Inches thick, with a shingled roof; it
was situatod on tho south bank of tho La
Collo river about three quarters of a mile
from its junction with tho Richelien ‘Tho
mill had beon placed in a stato of defence
by filling up the windows with logs leaving
horizontal interstices through which to fire,
On tho north bank of the river a littlo to the
west of the mill was a small house connect
ed with it by a bridge, it was converted into
ablock houso by a breastwork of logs in
rear of this was a large barn to whbich no-
thing had beer done. The breadth of clear
ground in front or to the southward of the
mill was about 200 and to tho northward
100 yards, but on the flunks tho woods were
much closer.

At Wintman's on tha left bank of the
Richeliou, distant two miies belaw the mill,
was a company of the 13th regiment, at Bar-
toaville, two mules up La Colle River, two
companies of Canadian Milit»1 were posted;
the direct road into ti:e Province crossed at
this point but the bridge had been removed.
At Isle-aux-Noix was a garrison of 550 rank
and file, and at St. Jobns, twenty-ono miles
from La Colle, about 750 rank and file, the
whole British force within twenty two miles
of Ln Colle Mill and thirty miles of General
Wilkinson's headquarters, amounted in re-
gulars to0 1000 men and in militia to 450.
The American army commenced its march
for the fourth attempt at invasion of Ca-
nads on the morning of the 30th Marceh, at
10 2.m., along roads anklo deep in snow;
owing to 2 blunder of the guides they took
the 10ad to Bartonviilo and did not discover
their mistake till they had fired upon and
driven in a small picquel of the garrison,
they then countermarched and after a
second mistake entered tho*main road near
Odeltown about threc miles from tho mill.
The rozd had been purposely obstructed by

wood. With this artillery they bagan to
firo on the Mill when Mujor [Tandcock, hear-
ing of tho arrival of the flink companiea of
the 13th regiment at the block house, order
cd an attuck on the guns, which, however,
was not successful from the wood being so
thick and filed with men. Soon after an.
other apportunity presented itself when the
Canadian Grenadier company and a com-
pany of Voltigeurs attempted tho guns, but
the very great superiority of the enemy'’s
numbars hid in the wools prevented their
taking them. 1 have toregret tho loss of
many brave and good seldiers in these two
attacks, and am particulmly sorry to lose
tho sorvices, for n short time, of Captain
Ellard of .tho 13th regiment, from bLeing
wounded while gallantly leading his com-
pany.  Tho enemy withdrew their artillery
towards nightfall and retired towards morn-
ing from the Mill taking :he road to Odel.
town, Major Handcock speaks in high terms
of obligation to Captain Rutter, of the fron-
tier Light Infantey, who, from his knowledgo
of the country, was of great service.

‘Tho marine de* ichment under Licutenant
Cildwell and Barton, tho Canadian Grena
dier company and the compuany of Volti-
geuers, as well as all the troops employed,
tho Major expresses himself in high torms
of praise for theirconduct so honorablo to the
service.

Mjor Handcocle feels oxceedingly in-
debted to Captain Pring, Royal Navy, for
his ready and prompt assistance in moving
up the sloop and gunboats from Iste au
Noix to tho entrance of the ILa Colle River,
tho fire frem which was so destructive.
Lieutenant Ciswick and Hicks, of the Royal
Navy, were most actively zealous in for-
warding two guns from the boats and getting
them up to thonfill. ‘To Major Handcock
the greatest praise is duo for his most gal.
lant defence of the mill against such super-
jor numbers, and I carnestly trust it will
meot the npprobation of His Excellency, the
Comm-ander-in-Chief of tho forces. I have
the honor to transmit a list of the killed and
wounded of the British; that of the enemy,
fiom all accounts I ean collect from the in-
habitants, must have been far grenter.

1 have tho honor 10 be, &c, &c.,
Witniax Wisniasz,
Licut.-Col. 13th Regiment, commanding =t
St. John's,

1lis Excellency, Sir George, Provost Ba:!,

felled trees which the advancing army were
compelled to remove and after a smart ac-,

tion with u _picquet in which they lost one |
officer and twwelve men killed or wounded!
they arrived before the mill at half-past,
onein tho afternoon. The results of the
action that ensued is told in tho followving:
despatch :—
La Coute, 31st March, 1814.

Stz :—1 beg loavo to nequaint you that I
bave just received from Major ITandcock of
the 13th regiment, commanding at the
block-house on La Collo river, a report stat
ing that the outposts on sho roads from
Bartourille and La Cotle Mill, leading from
Odeltown, were attacked ot an early hour
yesterday morning by the enemy in greal
force, collected from Plattshurg snd Bur- '
lington, under the command of Majar Gen.
eral Witkinson. The attack on tho Barton-
villo road was soon over when the enemy
sbowed themsclves en the road from tho
il that leads direct to Odeltown, where
they drovo 1 a picquet stationed inadvance !
of LaColle abouta mile and a-hnlf distant,
and s00r: ufter tho cnemy established a bat-
lery of threo gups (12 pounders) in the

Commander-in.Chief, &c., &c.

The British losswas 12 killo 1, 47 wounded,
and 4 missing; total, 63. The Americans
lost, 13 killed. 138 wounded, and 13 missing ;
total, 134. The groat loss of tho small Bii-
tish forco engaged, not exceeding 340 men,
is 1o be accounted for by the fact of the
desperate charges mnde to capture the
Anierican artiliery by two companies of re-
gulars and militia, and so determined wero
these attempts that thoy actunlly reached
within a few yards of the battery, killing
every artillervman and receiving its fire, as
well as that of thoe two brigades of infantry
in support, before they retired on each oceas-
ion. These facts aro taken from the sworn evi-
dence of American officers of rank ou Gen-
eral Wilkinson's Court Martial.

The American force retreated to Cham-
plain, and immediately afterwards in somo
confusion to Plattsburg, owing to the con-
centration of a strong British forcoe =t St.
Johu's. Thus disgracefully ended the first

invasion of Canada,

“A FOUL'S ERRAND."”

Such is the language in which the principal
organ of tho ruling English Radicals, has
chosen to describo the mission of Hon. Mr.
Campbell to England,

In using such language with reforonco to
a representative of the Domimon of Canadx,
sent on an crrand by the people of this
country to Great Britain, wo are at a loss to
determine whether the Daily News has dis-
played more of stupidity than of impudence.
In its extreme anxiety totoaGy to the Wash-
ington authorities, it seems to have utterly
fuiled to com{:;ehcnd tho object aimed at by
tho visit of Mr. Campbell, and seizes the
first opportunity to fling an insult into the
face of the Canandian peoplo.

We have notsent Mr, Campbell on “a
fool's errand.” 1lo has gone to England at
the instance, and in complianco with the de-
mand of tho wholo people of every party i
the country; and there is no misrepresenta-
tion on this side, as 10 tho necessity of the
step, nor in reference to tho object sought to
bo accomplished. Wo have come to the
conclusion that a state suspense is nt our
normal condition; that with unsetiled politi-
cal relations, with a cloud of the most pain.
ful uncertainty suspended over us, we can-
not go on and prosper as we ought to do.
Woe desiro to know also, once forall, whether
wo are to be constantly exposed to filibuster-
ing depredations on our border without ro-
monstrance or interference on the part of
the Mothes Country. We do not wish to
fight the battles of Great Britaic on this con-
tinent, and then leave all the credit and all
the applause due to success lavished on
those who are morally responsible for the
whole difficulty, and who might nip it in the
bud, 1f so disposed. Ina word, wo desire to
know just what our positionis, what are
our duties. our dangers, and our reliance in
the hour of danger?

1t is because we beliavo that Hon. Mr.
Campbell's mission will have the effect of
sccuriy~ a delinitoand decisive answer to all
o ne: lyall these grave questions, that he
h . been sent to England ut tins particular
stasen. Wa holiava 3o it bovs the 2ol o8
evoking a final declaration of the Iinperial
policy with referenco to this country; that it
will forceon a crisis and rid usof that
nuscrab'e state of suspense, which is the
nost disagrecable of oll possible situations
for individuals or nationalities,

‘The last Fenian raid has aroused the pub-
lic sentimuat of tho country in the vital
questions relating to our public existence;
and the public leeling has found expression
in the sending of a representative tolearn
positively what is to beand what is not to
be. Such a mission as this cannot by any
kind of fairness bo described as either “a
foul’'s errand,” or *‘a wild gooso chase;”
and we regard theapplication of such odious
and offensive terms by the Daily News usa
distinct, international insult to Canads,
which is disgraceful to the journal which
bas so Far lost its senso of decency and sclf-
respect as to notice it—Toronto  Telegraph.

Loxceviry 1¥ THE Britisit Navr.— It would
seem that the army and navy ars very
hiealthy professiona.  Qutof 876 general of-
ficers in the British and Indixn army who
weare alive on the drst of January last, eight
had scen 70 years of activo services. There
are, wo take it, but few professions in which
ono man in every hundred sces 70 years of
work without retiring. But tho army isin
this respect behind tho Navy. Out of 307
admirals who were alive at the same date,
no fewer than 26, or nearly nine per cent.
had seryed boforo the year 1800,



