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KEEP1NG THE FAITH.
A SERMION
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dgStaizdfast in Me iat.- COr. 16:13.

T IS is the language off a Christian comimander to bis fellow-soldiers whio
Thave entrenchied thenisclvus in a position which the eneniy ivili

certainly attenipt to take by assauli or sîratageni. To thwart the tacties of the

foe they niust be on their guzird, anmd ii.îke a dcterinied effort tu, hold the

lines they have ehoscin. mie warfarie in 'vhich) ic3' arc nae involves

intressecpsig trons ad kngomsiiigradeu an ~vrtl n the issue

dep)ends flot only the existence of the Chureh at Corinth, but also their c>wi

eternal welfare. WVith su iuuch clearly at stake, and so great peril inîpending,
1>aut iight well bid the Christian believers at ail] hazards to hold possession

(if the citi.del of their faithi.

Wlicni the Apostie sent this Epistie tu the Curiiîîhian Christians therc

ivas nu formiulated systein of Scripture truth sucb as we have in the great

bistoric creeds of the Churchi. OnIy two or thrce of the books of the New~

'retaiiient had been written-. 'l'le revelatioii of Jesus Christ nmade tliroughi ili

inspired writers, ivas not conîpletei until niany years Intur. But the funda-

nmental truths of the Christian religion hiad been mîade known, and they fornied

the substance of PauYs tenching during biis lirolonged stay in Corinthi. These

constituted the faith for whichi the Corinthians hiad exchianged thecir idolatrons

beliefs, and ini which tuîy soughlt spiritual shelter and safeîy. But the sedurt-

ivc illneiires of the religious system iîhcy 1lîad nl>andancti appelleci power.


