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patents to persons known to be hostile to the peti-

tioner, without exacting a compliance with the condi-

tions of purchase ; besides, gross partiality on the part

of the Returning Officer, and bribery on the part of

the sitting member * It would have been far better

that these grave charges had been subjected to the

test of a rigid scrutiny; because, if they were not

well-founded, their refutation could most easily and

most effectually have been made in this way. But

by the choice of your new members, you may resolve either to support me op

oppose me, as you may think proper. . .

"I consider that my character and your interests are embariied in one and

the same boat. If by my administration I increase your wealth, I shall

claim for myself credit, which it will be totally out of your power to with-

hold from me ; if I diminish your wealth, I feel it would be hopeless for any

one to shield me from blame.

" As we have, therefore, one common object in view, the plain question fop

us to consider is, which of us has the greatest power to do good to Upper Ca-

nada ? or, in other words, can you do as much good for yourselves as I can do

for you ?

"It is my opinion that you cannot! It is my opinion that if you choose to

dispute with me, and live on bad terms with the Mother Country, you will, to

use a homely phrase, only quarrel with your own ' bread and butter.' If you

like to try the experiment by electing members, who will again stop the sup-

plies, do so, for I can have no objection whatever ; on the other hand, if you

choose fearlessly to embark your interests with my character, depend upon it

I will take paternal care of them both.

" If I am allowed I will, by reason and mild conduct, begin first of all by

tranquilizing the country, and as soon as that object shall be gained, I will use

all my influence with His Majesty's Oovernment to make such alteration in

the land granting departments, as shall attract into Upper Canada the redun-

dant wealth and population of the Mother Country. Men ! women, and mo-

ney are what you want, and if you will send to Parliament members of mode-

rate politics, who will cordially and devoid of self-interest assist me, depend

upon it you will gain more than you possibly can do by hopelessly trying to

insult me ; for let your conduct be what it may, I am quite determined, so long

as I may occupy the station I now do, neither to give offence, nor to take it."

The reference to "bread and butter," in this Address, caused the House,

elected in 1836, to be called the " Bread and Butter Parliament."

* See Appendix C.


