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FROM CALIFORNIA.
San Francisco, Feb. 23.

The ceremonies ot the Union Celebration
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UNITED STATES:
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE MOB- 

PREFERENCE FOR THE ENG­
LISH MODEL.
(FROM THE LEADER CORRESPONDENT.)

Washington March 5, 1861.
The enemies of democracy—using the 

word as the equivalent of popular govern­
ment—are a rapidly increasing band. You 
may hear government by the people, as con­
ducted by the United States, denounced as 
a failure on every hand. Native-born Am-, 
ericans are loudest in it* condemnation. 
They deride it as a failure ic regard to 
economy—as a failure in relation to the 
laws of order and propriety which lie at the 
basis of society —as a failure on every point 
which enters into a comparison of the mirits 
of Governmental form*. The despotism of 
the Czar of Russia is pronounced preferable 
to the despotism of the mob, as manifested 
under the modern working of American in- 

tional monarchy is declared desirable, as a re­
lief from the republicanism working through 
universal suffrage. And these heterodox 
notion* are propounded by men high in 
political and private life—men of position, 
character, intelligence, wealth. They arc 
propounded, too, with an openness that 
would occasion the stranger some surprise. 
In every group, almost, you meet at least

ton, and its conclusions are accepted to an 
extent for which I was not prepared.

Maryland and Virginia are the only Slave 
State* from which responses to the Lincoln 
Inaugural have yet been received. For the 
most part they harmonize with the view 
hastily expressed in my letter last night. 
They regard the sentiments embodied in the 
address as indicative of a determination to 
resort to coercion ; and neither in Maryland 
nor Virginia is there a journal which con­
tends that coertion implies aught but war.

Here, so far as I can judge, the convic­
tion is universal, that trouble can be defer­
red no longer. All parties seem to antici­
pate a collision, and, once begun, none can 
fortell the evil. The Washingtonians pro­
per, having oscilliated between hope and 
fear all the winter, have subsided into des­
pondency. Meanwhile, the expected contest 
between the two sections of liepublicans has 
not occured. Mr, Compromise Seward and 
Mr. No-Surrender Greeley both profess to 
be satisfied with Mr, Lincoln’s position.

Citizens of Minnesota, arrived within the 
last few days, represent the position of that 
State as alarming in new of the probable 
withdrawal of the remaining troops from 
frontier. An Indian agent tells me that 
the tribe* are dissatisfied, and that, in the 
absence of troops, they will pounce upon 
the frontier settlement. Instead of coerc­
ing Mississippi, the people of Minnesota 
will have need of all their strength to pro­
tect their homes from the desolation and 
horrors of Indian warfare.

COTTON IN HAYTI.
From the New York World.

1he secession movements have had at least 
one effect, to be hereafter most disastrous to 
the interests of the Slave States. The 
weighty material interests of England, her 
prosperity and industry, have all seemed to 
hang upon the turn of events in the cotton- 

.. producing States. Whatever may be the final 
were made by Edward result, this panic will have its effect in that 

and other manufacturing countries. The 
natural event will be to stimulate the energies 

|of other regions, where the slave staples may 
(be produced by free labour, and thereby the 

, . immense manufacturing interests of the
to secede; that California will cheerfully world be no longer subject to the chronic de- 
acquiesce in anv honorable -la- BAA rangements which must arise in a state of 

society and commerce built upon so excep­
tional a system of labour as that of slavery.

The Island of Hayti contains about 30,- 
500 square miles, or 19,300,000 acres. It 
lies at the entrance of the Gulf of Mexico, in 
the very centre of the cotton belt of this con-

THE AUSTRALASIAN.
Its now twenty four days since the Aus- 
tralasian left Liverpool, and she has not vet been heard from. "We 890 it stated in one 
place that she had on board about 320 pas- 
sengers and £50,000 in specie; bet this 
would seem by a more reliable account to be 
incorrect. London journals of the 19th ult., 
record the departure of the Australasian from 
Liverpool with “the United States mails, fifty 
passengers, a large cargo, and £12,000 in 
specie; also the fact that she arrived at 
Queenstown on the Sunday following at noon,
‘embarked mails, and proceeded to New York 

at 4PM.— all well.” It is stated by a New • 
York correspondent that the Rev. Dr. Che- 
ver is reported to be among the passengers: 
but we do not see the statement ia any of 
the metropolitan journals. Hopes are : still 
entertained that, her machinery becoming 
disabled, she put back under sail; and as 
there was a great storm raging about the

yesterday, absorbed all attention. The day 
was universally observed by abstaining from 
all business, as are the usual 4th of July 
celebrations.

In San Francisco it is estimated that more - 
than 20,000 people attended the Union 
Meeting. Speeches ____ C 
Stanley, Eugene Cassidy, Cel. Crocket and 
others. Resolutions were unanimously| 
adopted, declaring unalterable attachment of 
California to the Union; that there exists
no power under the constitution for a State

acquiesce in any honorable plan for the ad 
justment of existing difficulties, so as to se­
cure the right* of all the States ; that if one 
or more should effect a final separation from 
the Union, California should and will never- 
theless cling to the Union—Carifornia en- 

publie, as visouary, ci of - Poiliclk 
ticable; that the true attitude of the people 
of California, at this time of trouble, is that 
of fraternal kindness toward the people of all 
the States, and her honor and interest alike 
demand of her to do all in her power to bring 
about harmony and reunion among the peo­
ple of the whole country.

It is generally conceded that this impor­
tant Union demonstration was the largest 
mass meeting ever held in San Francisco, 
while the unanimous and enthusiastic en- 
dorsement of the resolutions surprised their 
friends.

IMMENSE FRESHET.
GREAT DESTRUCTION OF BRIDGES AND 

OTHER PROPERTY.(From the Grand Riser Buchem.)= it
The recent thaw caused an immense rush 

of water down the Grand River the past 
few days. On Saturday last the water com- 
menced to rise very rapidly and continued 
to do so until Monday afternoon, when it 
bad reached its highest pitch—which was 
some two feet higher than it had been for 
years before. At that time the jam of ice, 

■ timber, flood-trash, (including a seow,) &c., 
Ac,, came over our upper dam, crashing 
against the saw mill* of Messrs. McKinnon 
and Scott, doing but little damage to the 
former, but moving the latter some four or 
five feet out of it* location, and completely 
destroying the circular saw and other ma- 
chinery therein—the ice being piled up as 
high as the roof and completely filling the 
mill. It next struck the Caledonia Bridge, 
and completely swept away three arches of 
it and wrecked the remainder of the structure 
so- badly that it is now completely worthless, 
although it had been repaired last season at 
a cost of over $1,000 by Mr. Ryckman.— 

- Fragments of the Caledonia Bridge then 
struck the Seneca Bridge and completely de­
stroyed the centre bent, leaving it impassa- 
ble and unfit for travel. The splendid new 
bridge at Cayuga was carried off on Friday 
lust—at least all that portion of it lying 
west of the Island—so that there is only two 
bridges crossing the Grand River above 
Dunuville, in this county. The store-house 
of Mr. James Aldridge, in this village, was 
removed from its foundation and the wing of 
it (quite a large building) was taken down 
the river and crushed under the bridge.— 
The lower part of the village of Seneca was 
completely inundated, so that a great many 
of the inhabitants were driven to take refuge 
in the upper portions of their dwellings ; and 
the bridge below the grist mill was complete­
ly drifted from the abutments, and is now 
afloat in the creek, where it was secured 
after great trouble. Such an amount of 
damage never before was done in this coun­
ty at any one freshet as was done at this- 
time. Messrs. Ryckman and Scott are the 
two principal sufferers in this section—-that 
of the former probably being $12,000 or 815,- 
000 and the latter $500 or $600.

than any portion of Central America. Ty- 
ing in the centre of the equatorial region, its 
climate it, however, very materially modified 
by the constant ocean breezes which pass 
over its surface, and, broken by the mountain 
chains of which the island consists, descond 
in cooling currents, and modify the tempera­
ture into a genial and healthy state. Rising 
from the sea to the centre, not by abrupt as-

Cvere would be slow. Others again conjecture 
that she may have got among the floating 
ice. There is no concealing however, the 
possibility of her being lost is every day in­
creasing ; and it may be, that, like the Paci­
fic, she may never again be heard ot. i

T •— —. 1
INFORMATION OFFICE IN ENGLAND.- 

The Government have opened an "informa- 
tion office” in England, in Weaver Build- 
ings, Brunswick street, Liverpool. It is for 
the purpose of affording to all parties look­
ing to Canada as their future home, person- 
al or written information as to the various 
advantages offered by the province. Mr. A. 
C. Buchanan, the Chief Emigration Agent, 
is presently there, and advertises the opening 
of the office, as well as the Government 
pamphlet,, which we noticed a few days since 
containing" a brief outline of the geographi- - 
cal position, educational and municipal in- 
stitutions, agricultural and mineral resources

age, retire from office. Were the Conserva- 
tives ready, they might compel resignation, 
or an appeal to the country ; but they are 
not ready, and their chiefs is disqualified by 
their recent speeches to lead.

As adverse votes, however, are more than 
probable, a change of Ministry may be ex­
pected. Lord Palmerston retiring, it is sup- 
posed that either the Duke of Newcastle or 
Lord Herbert would be called ou to form a 
Ministry. His Grace is a great favorite of 
the Court, and Sidney Herbert is a decided 
favorite with the country. Under either 
case or the other the Peelite element would 
predominate. Lord John Russell would re­
tain the Foreign Secretaryship, and perhaps 
Sir James Graham would replace Sir George 
C. Lewis at the Home Office. Mr Gladstone 
would still be Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and perhaps no change would be made in the 
Irish or legal departments.

RECKLESS USE OF FIRE-ARMS.

one who does not hesitate to avow himself a 
monarchist, and to condemn the American 
experiment a* a failure obvious and complete.

The closing scenes in the Senate Cham­
ber, on Saturday and Sunday, have served 
to give these auti-democratie opinions un­
wonted vent. From the commencement 
of the session, the galleries have been a re- 
cognized element in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Members have addressed their 
appeals to the passions of the «gods" rather 
than the reason of their colleagues : and the 
galleries have, responded with hissing and 
applause, without hindrance or rebuke. 
For a time the Senate struggled to preserve 
it* old decorum. When the galleries made

cent, but by Tegular plateaus, the whole in- 
terior of the country may be cultivated, even 
to the mountain summits. Its coast is in­
dented with numerous bays and harbours, 
wherein the floats of the world may ride in 
safety. In the interior there arc immense 
plains and valleys, which in the palmy days 
of the French colonists were covered with 
sugar plantations.

At the present moment, the attention of 
the Haytian rulers is turned to the industial

THE BABY BOATS.
The Government are still in the steamboat 

trade. It will be remembered that last ses­
sion they distinctly assured the House that 
they were to sell the boats they had bought 
from Mr Baby, and that they would have no 
difficulty in disposing of them for a larger 
sum than they had paid to Baby, who, in- 
nocent pet that he was, had sold them to the 
Government at a' sacrifice. Now, however.'

Washington, March 11.
The Herald’s Washington correspondent 

says that the political circles were feverishly 
excited onSunday by the report that the eva­
cuation of Sumpter and Pickens were deter­
mined on in the Cabinet Council on Satur­
day night. It is now certain that the stock 

provisions is almost exhausted. Several 
Republican Senators repeatedly declared 
that such a policy was decided upon, while 
leading .Southern Democrats call it a master 
stroke of policy.

The Times correspondent says:—“I heard 
distinguished secessionists confess to-night 
that if Mr Lincoln does withdraw the troops 
from Sumpter secession is dead and every 
leader in the movement ruined.”

George G. Fogg,late Secretary of the Na- 
tional liepublican Committee, has been ten­
dered the position of Commissioner of Pa­
tents.

Ben McCulloch and his followers are or- 
ganizing for a descent upon the Northern 
provinces of New Mexico with the expecta- 
tion of uniting them to Texas by conquest 
and setting up an independent Government 
detached from the Cottoe Confederacy.— 
This scheme has been planned for some time.

rehabilitation of their country. Two-thirds 
of the lands in Hayti are well adapted for 
the culture of cotton. It requires but little

land and timber regulations, fisheries, tail- 
road and steam routes," &c. &c., with a new 

care after once planting ; becomes perennial. I official map, distinctly showing every county 
The plant grows almost to the dimensions of | and township of both Provinces—the blocks 

of land for sale at 2s. per acre, and the free 
grant roads and districts. We believe this 
move is one of immense importance, and 
will be attended with the greatest success.— 
Pilot.

A respectable-liHiking young man, aboutwe learn from a French newspaper, which
has been favoured with a sight of advance 18 years of age, named Richard Simpson,was

placed at the bar of the Police Court yester­
day, charged with discharging a pistol at

But 1 sheets of the Public Works Report about to 
be issued, that Mr. Rose intimates that he

themselves heard, they were cleared. 1 
on Saturday, mob law asserted its supremacy 
even over Senators. And when the Vice-

a tree,and produces two crops a year, of from 
five to ten pounds to each tree, and averag­
ing per acre at least five hundred pounds 
each crop. With the facilities now at hand, 
and the continued energy the Haytians dis­
play. in the course of five years the island 
could export annually three millions of bales, 
of three hundred pounds each.

another young man, named James Douglas, 
on Sunday morning. It appears that Simp-

could not sell to advantage, according to the 
promise made to the Legislature, the steam­
er* purchased from Mr Baby, and recom- 
mends that the service be carried on as last ing-house on Queen street East, and that 
year." TheChief Commissioner admits that

President, doing his duty, ordered the 
Sergeant-at-Arms to clear the galleries, the 
crowd rose to their feet and hurled three de­
fiant cheers at senatorial authority. The 
history of legislative bodies records no more 
disgraceful occurrence. And it was repeated 
on Sunday. The Senators kept their Sab-

son and Douglas roomed together in a board
a-

bout ten O clock the farmer was dressing him- EXPECTED VISIT OF PRINCE 
ALFRED.

The Quebec Chronicle of Saturdays says: 
“An official despatch has been received 

here, stating that HisRoyal HighnessPrince 
Alfred will visit Canada this summer. He 
will probably conic to Quebec with a portion 
of the fleet on the North American station, 
and travel through Canada by the same 
route his brother did, last year. It is not 
expected that the Government will organize 
any demonstration in his honour, but it is 
probable several of the municipalities will.— 
His Royal Highness will arrive in the mid­
dle of June.”

self to go to church. While looking for 
some article in his trunk, he pulled out a

1he has been unable to sell-—precisely what 
Mr Brown told him last May,when he divid­
ed the House on the subject. And it re- pistol, and forgetting that it was loaded, he 

capped it, and, calling out laughingly to 
Douglas, "Your money or your life!” pull­
ed the trigger. His astonishment may be 
imagined when the pistol—which happened 
to lie loaded with small shot—was discharg­
ed, and Douglas fell to the floor. Three of 
the panes of glass in one of the windows were 
blown out. Simpson shouted lustily for as­
sistance, and the other inmates of the house 
entered the room. Dr Small, Dr Russell, 
and other medical gentlemen were soon in 
attendance, and extracted the shot from the 
wounded man's face. Simpson,who declares 
that he had forgotten the pistol was loaded.

MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT,
With feelings of deep regret, it is our du­

ty to record a melancholy accident which 
has brought mourning and desolation into 
the dwelling of an esteemed friend and fel- 
low-citizen, J. M. Currier, Esq. On Mon­
day last accompanied by Mrs Currier and 
Mr and Mrs Merrill, he left Ottawa for the 
purpose of visiting the new mills on Long 
Island. On their arrival, Mr Currier hav­
ing occasion to transact some business, left 
Mr Merrill and the ladies to inspect the 
mills and machinery. On returning from 
the upper part of the building, they had to 
pass an up-right shaft at the bottom of the 
stairs. Mr. Merrill, who preceded the ladies 
down, cautioned them to be careful of their 
dresses coming in contact with this shaft.— 
But scarcely were the words spoken, when 
Mrs Currier’s dress was caught by the shaft 
and herself whirled round with fearful velo­
city and crushed to death between the shaft 
and the upright to which it was attached 
and which appears to have been fixed within 
a few inches of the shaft. It is hardly five 
weeks since Mrs Currier became a bride, and 
now this fearful separation has parted ties 
contracted with the hope of a long life and 
the prospect of great domestic felicity.

“In the midst of life we are in death" :— 
and this fearful affliction, casting, as it does, 
a shadow on the domestic relations of so 
prominent and esteemed a citizen as Mr 
Currier, demands the sympathy of all his 
friends and acquaintances. The melancholy 
casualty has given a shock to every sensitive 
mind in this community.

quired no extraordinary measure of sagacity 
to foretell such a result. Any one who saw

bath by meeting for business or debate ; and 
from opening to close, the galleries were a 
scene of well-clad ruffianism and disorder of the five boat*, and compared with them the 
a character that will never be forgotten by i price paid down, $225,000, could have told 
those who witnessed it. It was the mob the Government that they need not expect
version of "freedom of opinion." It was to get their money back. We do not believe 
the mob idea of popular influence. It was they expected it themselves. But Mr Baby 
the mob’s own illustration of the excesses, had done them good political service, and 
the lawlessness, and anarchy to which univer was still in a condition to give similar assis- 
sal suffrage is rapidly tending. 3 tance. His champagne suppers, when any

is said by persons who have just re- Government jobbing measure was to be carri- 
turned from England, that the secession ed through, had become an essential feature 
movement, displaying as it doe* the failure of our legislative system, and wonderfully 
of the American Union as originally formed, , helped the swallowing by the Ministerial mem- 
has crushed the demand of the W* l -rvira ner

SAD AFFAIR—A terrible affair occurred 
at Sing Sing a few days since. Mr. Daniel 
Mora had the day before, buried his wife,by 
whose bedside he had watched more than 
two weeks and was consequently much ex- 
bausted for want of sleep. His only child 
was left at the house of a neighbor, while Mr 
Mora was absent at the funeral, but on his 
return he took it home with him. About 
one o’clock the next morning the house was 
descovered to be on fire, and was totally 
destroyed. The charred remains, of Mr. 
Mora were found in the ruins, but the body 
of the child had been entirely consumed.— 
Mr Moro had doubtless slept so soundly that 
when awakened by the fire escape was im­
possible.—New York CommercialAdvertiser.

The bark Massachusetts,(of New Bedford) 
Capt. Greene, while cruising off Rio Janeiro, 
lowered three boats in pursuit of a large 
sperm whale, but night set in, and the boats 
were lost sight of. The bark cruised several 
days in the vicinity, without success, and 
s opposing the boats had been lost, put into 
Rio Janeiro, December 14. Fortunately 
the boats kept together and reached Santos 
on the 10th, all hands alive,but very hungry, 
having been five days without food.

THE CASE OF THE 1 
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Funck and Meincke to 
charge for carrying. This
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a first 
$ but 
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stables Nolan and Kemp, and he was taken 
to the City Hall Police station. Yesterday, 
Dr. Small sent a certificate to the Police 
Magistrate to the effect that Douglas was 
“doing well." A German called on the Po­
lice Magistrate, during the sitting of the 
Court, and informed him that about two 
weeks ago, Simpson presented the same pis­
tol, in a playful manner, at him, and it was 
then observed that it was loaded. He says 
he warned him (Simpson) about acting in 
such a foil-hardy manner with deadly wea­
pons. The wounded man informed the po­
lice and some of his friends who called to 
see him yesterday that he and Simpson were 
on good terms, and had been joking and 
laughing together immediately before the 
unfortunate occurrence. He states that it 
was purely accidental. Simpson was remand­
ed till Monday, and admitted to bail. He 
is a native of London, England, and is a 
clerk in a clothing store on King street.— 
Globe.

dicals for parliamentary reform. Mr. Bright of the public moneys lavishly paid out to Mr 
and his friends are paralysed by occurrences Baby, under contracts which have become a 
which upset their theories, and neutralize by-word on account of the vast disproportion 
their arguments in behalf of unlimited suf- between the amount of" cash paid and the 
frage. In reality, however, the disruption of 
the Union has less significance, in the

DARING ESCAPE OF PRISONERS 
FROM THE LONDON JAIL!!

It will be remembered that on January 
20th last, two men, A. C. Dunn and John 
Whitman, were fully committed for trial for 
issuing counterfeit half dollars. The first- 
named prisoner Dunn was a resident of

amount of work done—a moiety at least was
con- : in the habit of returning to help the Govern- 

|nection, than unbridled license of the multi- ment in election times. When so useful a
tude as exemplified in the galleries of Con- man had five boats, which he could not use 

1gress and the local government of the large profitably himself, and which he was anxious
American cities. 1 to sell, what more natural than that the Go-

The growing feeling in favor of monarch- vernment should dip their hands into the 
ical institution* is traceable to two opposite public chest, and become the purchasers, 
causes, as it is manifested by two dissimilar paying out for them the nice sum of $225,- 
classes of citizens. Southern politicians— 000? They excused the transaction to the

Chatham and kept store there. These men 
were confined in the London Jail and placed 
in the cell* in the usual manner, but on the 
night of the 5th inst., made one of the most 
extraordinary escapes that the records of the 
jail furnish. We will endeavor to describe 
to the reader, as clearly as possible, Low this 
was effected.

The prisoners were locked up together in 
one cell fur the night, at 6 o'clock on the 
evening of the 5th, and all the doors and

to do, and an application, or rather demand, 
was at once made on the Governor of Geor­
gia for the release of the vessel, by Mr. 
Molineaux, at the instance of Mr. Archibald, 
the British consul at New York, and with 
the concurrence of Lord Lyons. The Gov­
ernor was at length forced to comply with the 
demand, and the vessel was released from 
seizure. This release establishes a new pre­
cedent—a New York vessel claims and re­
ceives British protection in American waters. 
It also shows that an American vessel owned 
by British subjects, is held to be under Brit­
ish protection, and that a reprisal of the ves­
sel, though the cargo be formerly released, is 
a seizure of both, and justifies the application 
for the release of the vessel as a unit.—Mon- 
treat Advertiser.

*uoh, I mean, a* are identified publicly or Legislature by declaring that they could re- 
by sentiment with the new confederacy—do sell at a higher figure. But did any one be- 

|not attempt to disguise their aversion to the lieve them ? Did they believe their own 
widely extended suffrage and other ordinary story themselves? We cannot think they 
forms of democratic rule. They insist that did; and now we Lave it in Mr Rose’s an- 
property is unsafe so long as it is exposed to nual report, that he has been unable “to sell 
legislation controlled by masses having to advantage, according to promise.” Of 
"no stake in the country." They contend ------------1 —1— 4-7-2----------*1 • .**

, . . . , ... i I that legislators whose acts affect property;
ed with an iron door, which is fastened with must represent constituents themselves hav-

approaches properly fastened. It should be 
stated that the cells in this part of the jail 
are six or seven in number. Each is secur-| course not, when the Government bought the 

steamers for a price double what they were The London Prototype says that an oil 
spring has been discovered at the village of 
Komoka and adds :—“ No fewer than thir­
teen cars, loaded with oil, arrived from the 
west by the Thursday mid-day train ; and a 
gentleman from Strathroy describes the 
people of the oil spring district, as perfectly 
wild with excitement. Property in the im­
mediate neighborhood of the best springs 
has gone up to fabilous prices; and stores, 
taverns, &c. are springing up where a few 
months ago it was almost a wilderness.

worth ft would appear also that they are 
to continue to run them. They dare not 
sell the boats, for the price they would fetch 
would expose in too unmistakable a manner

CANADIAN CORRUPTION.—The more one 
thinks on the disclosure of reckless corrup­
tion made in the Auditors’ Report of the 
Grand Trunk Railway Company’s affairs, 
a copy of which appeared in yesterday’s pa­
per, the more he is compelled to pause, and 
ask, “whither are all these wasteful expen­
ditures and demoralizing practices go­
ing to lead ?" If not stopped, by some 
measure or other, they must of necessity lead 
to bankruptcy and national ruin. For this 
Grand Trunk is unfortunately, not merely a 
Company business; it is a Government con­
cern; and in their hands, it has evidently 
been used as a monster engine of corruption, 
to bring support to that Government. In­
deed, the Auditors plainly state that a com­
plete severance between the road and the 
Government, is one of the first steps that 
must be taken to avert the ruin which at 
present overhangs the undertaking.— Tran- 
script.

a latch and a lock. This lock is moved by 
an apparatus which works from another room, 
and therefore no key could open it. The order, should be the agents of those interest- 
turnkey suggests that a piece of wood, or ed in the maintenance of or er, as distin- 
other substance, must have been placed in 
the catch of the coek, which prevented the
bolt from stringing sufficiently forward to areby. These southern conservatives avow 
secure the door. W hether this was the ease,- therefore, their anxiety to assimilate the 
or whether a confederate worked the appara- ■ government of the • Cotton Confederacy to 
tus and opened the cell door is not known the institutions of England rather than The latch could easily be lifted by the aid to those who have their type in New York 
ul a piece of wire pushed through the grating. ! and their central illustration in Washing-

On gaining egress from the cell the two ton. On the other hand, the more intelli-i 
prisoners found themselves in the day,room, |gent opponents of secession admit the logi-

ing property ; that rulers having authority 
for weal or woe io all that pertains to social|

A DEATH BED BEQUEST.
The Quebec correspondent of the Hamil­

ton Spectator says :—
“An extraordinary lawsuit was decided in 

the Superior Court here, two days-since, be 
fore Judge Taschereau. A woman named 
Biledau—so I understood the name—left the 
greater part of her property to her father 
confessor, named Harper, cutting her natur­
al heirs off with very small legacies. The 
amount which went to the priest was prob­
ably $2,500. Hereupon one of the children

the ruinous loss the Province has suffered 
guished from those who would reap the rich- by the transaction, and the Government, 
est harvest during periods of general an- 1’ “ ’ 1 - * * ' -2 COPPER.—We were yesterday shown some 

fine specimens of purple and gray copper ore 
from the Black River Mines in the County 
of Lotbiniere. These mines are owned by a 
Quebec Company, are situated six miles from

therefore, have determined to continue the
very reprehensible system of carrying on the 
steamboat business themselves, involving the 
Province iu the risks of a service which
ought to be given out to publie tender. The 
Legislature, if it is alive to the public inter- 
ests, ought tç cull them to a strict account 
for having failed to fulfil their pledge that 
they would sell the boat*, and as soon as pos- 
sibleiget out of the anomalous position in 
which their purchase had placed them.— 
Globe.

the Grand Trunk Railway, Richmond and 
Quebec branch, and about nine miles fromthe danger is that the first speculators may

make their several hauls at the expense of - the St. Lawrence. The ore is rich and abun-brought an action against the Rev. gentle­
man fur the recovery of the money. Accord­
ing to the law of England, if I understand 
the question aright, not only can no Boman 
Catholic priest receive a legacy thus, but no 
other clergyman or person in a position to 
exercise spiritual control over the will maker. 
In France, too. so jealous is the temporal law 
of spiritual authority, that any bequest made 
to a priest is invalid. But Judge Taschereau 
has just decided that our law—ome statute 
passed in the time of George III—alters the 
French law and permits such bequests to be 
made and received. In the evidence for the 
plaintiff it was deposed that the priest, meet­
ing one of the disinherited members of the 
family, after the law-suit had commenced, re­
marked :—‘Do you know what effect your go­
ing to law thus has? It is keeping your 
mother all the while in purgatory.' Judge

the really enterprising men who work the 
business.”.

dant. A parcel of it will shortly be sent for 
smelting to the Smelting Works at Longue- 
nil, which are now in operation.

The * Morning Chronicle” of London, for 
which the Emperor Napoleon paid €7,000 a 
year ago, is about to be sold. The paper 
was so indifferently managed, and its con­
nection with the French Government so evi- 
dent, that it had become unwittingly mere 
of an enemy than a friend of the Imperial

and hud to open another iron door which is cal result of their interpretation of the fede­
ral union. They revive Alexander Hamil­
ton's desire for “a strong government " 
They want a government powerful enough 
to hold together the States if necessary. 
And they confess, as De Tocqueville, pointed 
out long ago, that any interpretation of the 
Union which recognizes state sovereignty, 
is incompatible with the forcible retention of 
state allegiance. Hence, federation pure and 
simple [covets a form of federal authority, 
more akin to monarchy than to the princi- 
pies of which Washington, and Madison, and 
Jefferson have been received expositors.

Altogether, there has been no such up- 
heaving of political principles—no such con­
flict of ideas pertaining to government theo­
retical and practical—since the first French 
revolution. And as matters stand, there is 
a good ground for fearing that now, as then, 
the battle of principles an 1 parties, of states- 
men and demagogues, will be fought in 
blood.

A notable instance of the Southern dis­
position to abandon the American for the 
English model is afforded by the Provisional 
Government and Congress at Montgomery. 
The principle of ministerial responsibility 
has been there introduced. The Cabinet 
advisers of President Davis are members of 
the Southern Congress—at once occupying 
seats in the Legislature and discharging duty 
at the beads of departments. Whether 
this feature will be introduced into the per- 
manent form does not appear. But it is 
commented upon favorably by Southern 
journals and politicians. The Mobile Regis- 
ter the other day had an article upon the 
subject, in which the doctrine of direct min- 
isterial responsibility was sustained with 
great force. The editor of the Register, 
Mr. Forsyth, is one of the Commissioners 
delegated by the Montgomery Government 
of President Lincoln, and his views hare 
great weight with a large body of the South 
ern people. He maintains the Presidential 
term should be largely extended, and that 
the members of the Cabinet should be re­
movable upon a declaration of want of eon 
fidence by Congress, The Register’s article 
on deal - rewrite

fastened by a double lock. One of the men 
had a withered hand, which, it is supposed, 
was thrust through the grating and the lock 
opened by a skeleton key. How this key 
was procured, fitted to the lock, and used in 
the manner supposed, is another mystery.— 
On opening this door the prisoners emerged 
into a passage, where another iron door leads 
to the jail yard. This door was likewise 
opened with a false key, where or how ob­
tained forms further mystery. It is certain, 
however, that these three iron doors were 
opened, and that the prisoners got access to 
the jail yard. In the corner of the yard a 
new rope had been thrown over the wall by 
a confederate, and was found fastened on 
either side. By the aid of this rope, and| 

, the help of some projections which served as, 
a foot-hold. Loth prisoners succeeded io seal­
ing the wall and making good their escape.

No one knows at what hour the escape 
took place. A turnkey, who sleeps in an 
adjoining passage, heard nothing. All Le 
can tell is, that the prisoners were safely, a* 
he thought placed in the cells at night, and 
in the morning they were gone ! How the 
false keys were obtained, when fitted, who 
helped them to escape,—are all queries which 
are yet to be answered. The Sheriff informs 
us that he has no confidence in the security 
of the locks and fastenings of the cell and 
other doors, and has on several occasions ap­
plied to the County Council to bave them 
examined, but that no attention has been 
paid to his requests. The locks are of old 
construction, and it is possible may be de­
fective. The escape of two criminals from 
the cells in the dead of the night, the unlock- 
ing of three iron doors, and the sealing of 
the utter prison wall, is one of the most dar- 
ing escapes we remember to have heard of 
for a long time.

It should be mentioned that the prisoner 
Dunn was allowed to be out of jail for twenty- 
four hours on bail a few days since, and it 
is possible that his art rangements for the es- 
cape were then made. There can be no 
question but that the fellows were aided by 
netive friends out of doors, and the cold 

stormy night of the 5th was selected ass favorable occasion for the attempt —London 
Free Press.

A NICE LITTLE CHURCH INCIDENT,—In 
one of the Washington churches last Sunday 
a pretty occurrence took place. After ser­
vice, a young man, who carries the collecting 
plate, as usual, put his hand in his vest pock­
et to place upon it a piece of money before 
starting to collect. He dropped, as he sup- 
posed, a quarter on the plate, and without

PRODUCTION OF WHEAT.
(From the N. Y. Tribune.)

It is an error to suppose that ours is the 
greatest wheat-producing-country. We do 
our full share, without doubt, but our sys- 
tem of agriculture is steadily exhausting our 
best lands, and in a few years a diminution 
of the yield will be apparent in our census 
return*. Last year’s crop is assumed to be

FIRE AT RICE LAKE MISSION;—The 
Christian Guardian learns with much regret 
that, last Sunday, at the Rice Lake Indian 
Village, now called Hiawatha, while the In- 

|dians were attending divine service, the 
I house of Mr. James McCue, the esteemed 

Indian Interpreter at Rice Lake was burned 
to the ground. There was nothing saved, 
and our good brother, who was quite comfort­
able, is now entirely destitute. He had just 
received his small amount of salary as Inter­
preter, and even that was consumed.

Count Cavour, it is currently stated, has 
proposed to,and been accepted by an English 
lady bolding a distinguished place at the 
Court of Queen Victoria, and whose title 
belongs to a high grade of nobility. It is 
added that as soon as matters are somewhat 
more settled in Italy, the marriage will take

Mr. Robert Gordon, of the township of 
Cornwall, was killed on Monday last, by the 
falling of a tree. The deceased leaves a wife 
to whom he has been married but a few

A man named Shiel of Cayuga,was drown- 
ed while attempting to cross the Grand 
River on the ice, on the 27th ult.

Mr Joseph B. Alcock, a student of Mo- 
Gül College, died very suddenly on Wednes-

looking at it, passed around among the con- cause, so that his majesty did not withdraw 
gregation. Instead of silver, however, he his protection any too soon.his protection any too soon.
had inadvertently placed a conversation 
lozenge in the centre of the plate, and all. 
were astonished at seeing the lozenge with 
the words staring them in the face “Will 
you marry me?” The young ladies, proba­
bly, thought this was an unusual- mode of 
“proposing!” but, no doubt, it was the sight 
of them which caused the mistake.

FLOUR FOR THE PASSOVER.—The Bald- 
winsville Gazette notice that 2100 barrels of 
flour are being ground at a mill in that place, 
for the Jews of New York, who will use it 
for making unleavened bread for the Pass- 
over. An agent of those who ordered this 
flour is at the mill constantly, during the 
process of grinding, and seals each barrel 
with his private mark in wax. Spring wheat 
is used for making this flour The feast of 
the Passover begins on the 26th of the pre- 
sent month.

The woolen factory of Messrs Fraser &Co. 
at Cobourg, C. W., gives employment to 100 
persons, uses 200,800 pounds of native wool 
a year, and turns out from 650 to 850 yards 
of tweeds, cloths and satinets per day, all of 
which find a ready market in the Province.

( A delegation of merchants and forwarders 
from Buffalo is now in Albany, endeavoring 
to obtain from the Canal Board a modifica-

180,000,000 bushels, but the average to pro- 
bably only 120,000,000. The average yield 
of other countries is as follows:—

France............... .....................191,422,248
Britain..................................145,800,000
Two Sicilies............ ................64,000,000
Canada... ............... 60,470,184

Spain ........  46,614,300
Austria..................................... 27,735,568
Sardinia............................... 19,975,000
Russia (export only)..... . 18,921,776
Belgium..................13.350,000

Portugal......... . ...........................5,500,000
Turkey (export only).............4,629,000
Holland ......................................3,600,000
Denmark ................................... 3,000,000
Sweden and Norway............... 1,200,000
Here is an annual production of over 

606,000,000 bushels. If the crops of this 
continent are included, the total may be 
safely assumed to be 900,000,000 as the un- 
ascertained product of Russia and Turkey 
must be very large. No better evidence of 
the primary value of the wheat plant to the 
human family could be given than an exhi- 
bition such as this. It proves that where 
the highest civilization has been attained, 
there the greatest production is realised.

A lady of Burlington, N. J., has patented 
a device for throwing reaping and mowing 
machines out of gear, by means of the dri- 
ver’s seat. When the driver takes his seat, 
his weight throws the machine into gear; 
when he leaves his seat, it is thrown off gear.

Information has been received of the death 
by drowning, in the Frazer River, of Mr. 
Adam Turnbull, son of Mr. Turnbull, of 
Elora.

Taschereau seemed not to attach much 
weight to that testimony, considering it very 
unlikely to be true, and I make no comment 
upon it, but there it is in evidence.”

GAMBLING.—The St. Louis News says 
that on Tuesday night, a party of gamblers 
were engaged in playing at a den, on Locust 
street, when one of the party lost a consider­
able amount of money. The lost money of 
the losing gambler was placed upon the table, 
told hi -c He immediately did so by 

sticking his knife through the gambler’s hand 
and pinning it to the table. He then grasp- 
ed the money, and in the excitement escaped.

The London (C.W.) Prototype mentions

The Toronto City Council have granted 
Messrs Gzowski & Macpherson a lease of two 
acres of land for the erection of a cotton fac­
tory, at a nominal rent, and have adopted a 

to exempt such manufactories from local tax­
ation for a period of twenty-five years.

There are many so-called ‘Lift enterprises’ 
flooding the country with books, promising 
to each purchaser a valuable gift, by which 
filattering inducement many are enticed into 
purchasing. At a recent sheriff’s sale in 
Philadelphia of the stock of one of these gift 
enterprises, the gold watches brought only 
thirty dollars a dozen!

The new United States tariff imposes a 
duty of ten cents per gallon oa Kreosone and 
other coal oils, which will seriously interfere

tion of the tariff of tolls on the New York • 
Canals, recently adopted. They represent 
that if persisted in it will drive a great deal 
of freight through the Welland Canal, and 
St Lawrence route.

It is stated that a kind of joint stock com- 
bination has been formed at Manchester to 
purchase cotton in India, America, or where- 
ever it can be obtained. The proposed sum 

£1,000, and about £200,0005 =, 
to have been paid down.

It is said that Prince Alfred will land at 
Quebec on the 15th of June, and it is said, 
go on to Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Hamil- ton, and London, as his brother did before

that a purchase of a lot of land wasi 
Enniskillen a few weeks since, by a 
in the country, from Mr. Adolphus 0

in

ahon.
of London, for $600. The purchaser went 
at once digging for oil, and, after some labor, 
was rewarded by finding a valuable well. He 
has since been offered $6000 for his bargain, 
which he has refused.

with the export from Canada West; but the 
home trade Cm The

day, of disease of the heart.
The French occupation of Syria is to be

. prolonged two or three months beyond the

The Judges in the House of Lords have
lately decided that a clergyman had no power tight compartments, and full ship rig,- 
to solemnise his own marriage, and that the Ninety - ----------------- • -----------2

issue of such marriage was illegitimate- 41"

can be found for any surplus.
The steamer Australasian is now twenty-

Last, week a three-story house, belonging 
to Mr. Grace, situated at the foot of the hill 
at Cap Rouge, Quebec, was crushed by an 
avalanche of snow.

The British Herold says that the Hon. 
John Hillyard Cameron will return in a few 
days; and he is to be met by the Orangemen 
in torchlight procession.

seven days out, and there is no news of her. 
She is a fine iron built vessel, with water- /

cue sailing vessels, many of them 
with passengers, from Great Britain and the

The Quebec Court House took fire a fow north of Europe, are also over due at New 
days ago, but the flames were extinguished York ; some having been three months and| 
before they had done much damage. upwards on the passage.
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