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Blaze Allowed to Get Too Good a Start--One Fireman Sent
Off Duty Because of Drink--Loss to Firm Roughly
Placed at $30,000--Two Other Fires, in Which
There Are Evidences of Incendiarism.

i

Fire last Monday night wrecked the
rinting and stationery establishment of

articl: <J. & A. McMillan, No, 88 Prince Wiiliam

u

St Jou sircet. The conflagration of Monday night

marks the eighth time that tte firm has becn
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burnt out in its eighty-two years of his-
tory. "Fhere is insurance on stock aud
building, and though an estimate of the
loss was uncbtainable it is believed that
‘the damage will not be covered by the in-
supance. :
_ The fire is believed to have originated
in the bindery on the third floor, but how
no one knows. During the fire one fire-
man was ordered off duty for drunkcn-
ness. A

‘T'here was something wrong at the start
of the fire fighting, the streams of water
were not good, and there 'was delay in get-
ting an effective ptream on front and ‘eur,
though the men rwere promptly en hand
tor their wonk. ‘I'here wad much eriticism
by the crowd of the manner in 'which the
dire was handled, and insurance men 'were
outspoken in their comments. One imsur
man expressed the opinion that steam was
not got up guickly enough and fora time
the water was not effective above the third
story in Prince William street, but a itlle
later a magnificent stream rising over the
roof was being throw:.

‘Was In the Building Just Before.

At 680 o’clock Alexander McMillan left
the offices in the first floor and locked up.
¥or a few moments he stood at the en-
trance chatting with Major Magec. Then
he walked to his residence in Germain
street, and entered just in time to receive
a telephone message that the establishment
was in flames. .

At 06.40 o’clock the upper portion of the
four story brick building was a furnace.
At seven the entire interior of the struc-
ture was soaring red through the roof and
adjacent buildings—notably the Sun office
—was threatened. :

Half and hour later smoke and steam
largely supplanted the flames and by 8

“o’clock one of the city’s pioneer business

houses was once more a4 drenched min.

Apparently the fire was discovered b,
peveral people about the same time. Ald.
Sullock and friends were walking alung
the atreet shortly after 6.30 o'clock when
they heapd the bells. :All ran out from
the sidewalk, and looking above saw a
glow in the direction of Camterbury street.
A few minutes later it was seen that the
McMillan  building had eaught. They
rushed to the hall emntrance, forced the
door and saw spanks spraying down the
electric shaft. The smoke was so dense
and blinding that to enter the building was
1mpassible.

he alarm had been sent in from DBox
26, looked upon as ome of the most im-
portant boxes in the city, and soon after
a second klarm was scnt in—this time
from Box 6. Subsequently the full strength
of the department carge clanging toward
Prince William sireet and cight streams
were put in operation.

From No. 4 engine, stationed at the
corner of Canterbury and King streets,
one stream was sent, another came from
No. 2 engine at the corner of King and
Prince William streets, ancther from No.
5 at the corner of Walker's wharf and
Water street; two from No. 1 engine at
the corner of Princess and Prince William
and three from No. 3 engine at the corner
of Prince William and church strests.
Once started, the awater pressure was ex-
cellent. From in front of the burning
building streams could with ease be thrown
to the roof. ‘Lhe fire looked ominous.
Valuable buildings surrounded it. A wind
borne ¢f the Hames blew over the adjoin-
ing roofs and snapping cinders and billows
of spatks were vomited on them. Sparks
were carried as far as ‘the Victoria school.
A small lot intervened between the rears
of the Sun and McMillan buildings, and
across this was a thrusting, coiling burst
of fire. For the first twenty minutes or
so the only way to guard against the Sun
officc from becoming ignited was to organ-
jze a bucket brigade and the precaution
was a wise one. But it was blistering
wserk.

‘The McMillan building, which extends
back from Prince William street for about
120 feet, has fire proof walls and their
durability was subjected to a severe test.
'hat the walls are cf good material was
thoroughly proven, for the buildings on
either side were not damaged by fire.
‘T'here was naturally the odor of smoke and
considerable water entered, but consider-
ing that the fire could not have Dbeen
closer they escaped well.

Prince William street from the square
to the “corner of Princess street was
promptly roped off. The whole city had
practically turned out to behold and com-
ment. ‘Many had Jeft half finished sup-

rs. Many of the tiremen had just been
sitting down to- appeaze their evening ap-
petites when the bells summoned tham to
feast on smoke and water instead.

‘Lhe aerial twuck was very effective,
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was clevated to a height correspending
with the McMillan building and as soen
as the flames would permit the end was
swayed in toward the row of windows. A
heavy hose was dragged nean to the truck
and in the grasp of three men it was taken
up. Although the night was not cold ice
had formed on the truck rungs and the
task of getting the stream in position on
the summit of the truck was fraught with
difficulties. Once up, however, the fire-
men had a good opportunity for doing
valuable services. The stream was direct-
ed through the window and inside of
twenty minutes the fire in what was left
of the forth story was but insignificant.

Press Falls from Top Floor.

On this fourth story were situated the
presses and one fell to the cellar. The
fire had been in progress about an hour
when it came down with a prodigious
crash. \Vhen it etarted to give way there
were firemen on the first floor, but hear-
ing the wrenching and ripping overhead
they escaped through the nvindows. In
addition to the aerial truck, ladders were
utilized along the front and rear sides,
and the Bangor ladder was also found to be
very serviceaible. 'The fire was also fought
frcm the roofs and from these elevafed
positions several good streams were soon
playing. Streams were run in through an
alley off church street and one from No.
I engine (corner of Princess and Prince
William streets) was stretched along Can-
terbury street and up through the Walker
building to the roof. A stream was also
thrown on the fire from the roof of the
Sun office. :

Entrance to the front door of the Me-
Millan building was gained only by break-
ing it in and once in ome could not help
wishing that he was somewhere else.

In steady showers water came from the
upper floors, spread over the whole of the
first and gushed out of the entrance to flow
in the sireet,

"The Salyage Corpe accomplished much
on the first floor. The stock—or as much
of it as could be readily reached—wus
covered with rubber blankets. By this
means valuable material is saved which
otherwise would undcubtedly have been
rendered unfit for use. ;

Can't Account for the Fire.

John N. Golding, sr., was utterly unable
to account for the cause of the fire. Mr.
Golding has been connected with the firm
for many years and says when he left the
store at 6.15 o’clock everything was in the
usual order. Nothing was further from
his mind than the thought of fire.

ol. Blaine, another old valued employe
of the firm, could not imagine how the fire
began. Mver since the last fire on Oct.
28th, 1898, special care has been taken to
guard against a recurrence of such a dis-
aster. He left the building shortly after
6 o’clock and, like Mr. Golding and Mr.
MaMilian, saw nothing to arouse suspicicn.
Yet, with the men scarcely out of the
building, the fire must have been going,
or at least on the eve of starting.

Crawning the Prince William, street end
of the structure is a heavy stretch of orna-
mental masonry, and as the fire became
worse fears were expressed that it would
fall. The sidewalk and street were crowd-
ed and warning was given but little heed
was taken. The masonry did not fall, but
if it did there would have been another
catastrephe.

Fireman in Trouble.

One of the firemen—from the North
End, it is believed—was detected during
the fire to- be under the influence
liquor and Chief Kerr ordered him from
duty and aotion will likely be taken.

‘’he building is owned by the MaMillan
family and is insured for $8,000.

On the first floor was kept-the retail
stock, on the second the wholesale, on the
third was the bindery, and on the fourth
the printing plant. The equipment was
very complete and valuable and one man,
who knows the value of such appliances as
were used and stocks kept, said the Mec-
Millan loss would be well up to $30,000
outside the lcss on the building.

‘I'h¢ building is insured for $4,000 in the
Northern and $4,000 in the Liverpool,
London & Globe. The stock is insured, but
the total could not be definitely learned.
There are these policies: Phoenix, $2,00U;
Western, $1,000; Insurance Co. of North
America, $2,000; Queen, $4,560, and there
is $500 in the Queen on the stock of the
New .Brunswick branch of the British and
1'oreign Bible Society.

The building do the left of MeMillan's
wag in part occupizd by R. W. W. Frink,
D. C. Clinch and Dr. A. A. Stockton. On
the other side the building is owned by

Dr. Waltker. The . P. R. and Wm.
Tlawier occupy the first floor, and over-
hoad are sher. hand teaching ¢uarters and

of,ee. The Saivage Corps did sood work

preventing damage from water 4here,

| (Contimued on page 2, fifth column.)

HALIFAY COUNCIL

Won't Take Any Part in Re-
ception to New Governor-
General

BIG TIME PLANNED

Six Cabinet Ministem! and Supreme
Court Judges on Special Train
Will Meet Earl Grey on His
Arrival in Canada; Ottawa
Will Be En Fete.

Halifax, N. 8., Dec. 5.—(Special)—At
an informal meeting lof the city council
held this afternoon re a reception to Earl
Grey, the mew governor-general, it was
decided that the mayor and city council
would take no part in the reception, the
reason being that they were given no piare
on the official programme, which wus
made publie last week.

The affair has created quite a sensatici.
Lieut. Governor Jones has been officially
notified of the council’s decision.

Six Cabinet Ministers Going to
Halifax.

Oitawa, Dec. 5.—(Special)—A epecial
train will leave here on Wednesday morn-
ing for Halifax with the ministers of the
crown, judges of the supreme court and
others who will attend the welcome to
and swearing in of Earl Grey, Canada’s
new governor-general.

Among the ministers who go to Mali-
fax will be Hon. W. S. Fielding, Sic F.
'W. Borden, Hon. H. R. Emmerson, Hon.
W, Paterson, Hon. L. ®. Brodeur, and
if at all possible, Hon. R. W. Scott.

Karl Grey is expected to arrive in Ot-
tawa on Luesday foremoon, Dec. 12, by
special train. The new governor will be
met at the station here by a guard of
henor from ithe governor-general's Foot
Guards, and an escort from. the “Princess
louise Dragoon Guards will accompany
him from the depot ‘to government house.
In the aftermoon a civic address will bp
prosented by the mayor and ciiy council
to Barl Grey at Rideau Hall.

At the meeting here preparing the pro-
gramme there were present Sir Elzear
T'aschereau, administrator; Sir Richard ]
Cartwright, Col. Hanbury-Williams, Col.§
Pipault, Col. Vidal, Lt. Col. Sherwood |
and the mayor of Ottawa.

CANADIAN BANKER'S
SLANDEROUS TALK
CAVSES HIM TROUBLE

His Remarks About Abbey Salt
Co. T.eads Directors of Com-
pany in London to Sue Him for
£5,000 Damages.

Montreal, Dec. 6—(Special)~The Montreal

Gazette tomorrow will say:—

«With reference to the statement
made recently as to the Abbey 1f-
fervescent  Salt Company, with the

management of which David Russell is con-
nected, this genileman stated today that a
well known official of a Canadian bank, who
was visiting London a few months ago,
made a statement in a Loadon office that the
Abbey business was a swindle.

The matter was reported to the dircctors
of the company in London, ‘who immediately
had a writ issued for £5,000 sterling damages,
which -was served on the Canadian banker
while in England. The banker offercd to
apologize, but the directors of the company
refused to accept his apology, and the case
has been postponed temporarily on account
of the banker's health, which was not very
robust. This winter the case will be
prought to trial and he will be forced to de-
tend the suit in London.

Isaac Lewls, the famous English slander
lawyer, is representing the Abbey company.

= NEW ALLAN LINER

1S A DISAPPOINTMENT

Trial Trips of Victorian Show
That She is Not Nearly Up to
Oontract Speed — Other Tur-
bines May Not Be Built.

(Associatsd Piress.)

Gilasigony, Dec.. 5—The trials of the Allan
Line steamer Victorian, the largest tur-
bine vesse. yet built, which was iaunched
at Belfast ‘August 25, have been 'so disap-
pointing as to raise serious doubts among
the Clyde ehip builders as to the value of
turbines in the case of large ships.

All the efforts made to get the Viclor-
jan mear the contract speed were futile
and it is understood that tlie construction
of the turbine engines intended for the
new Cunard Line steamers has been sus-
pended pending developments.

A sister ghip of the Victorian will be
launched mnext month. The htwo vessels
were built om the understanding that the
new contract for the fast Canadian mail

service would be given to the Allan Line.

FEELS SLIGHTED

APAN LIKELY
70 RETALITE

Russia Is Allowed to
Do It

o e

SORE OVER COALING

The Wa} Other ,gCountries Are Assist-
ing Baltic Fléet to Get to Far
Eastis Par@cularly Annoying
—-Rojes?zensky's New \

Versioxgof Hull Affair.

Tokio, Dec. 5 lz.vening)—-‘Poqnﬁar sen-
timent regarding question of assistance
which meutral péwers are givimg bo tie
vessels of the Russian second Pacific
sguadron, whidh ‘heretofore has been re-
pressed, i now growing mbore acute and
prominent newspapers are voicing tire d2-
mand for detcrmined action by the Jap-
anese governmend. Apparently it will de-
ipend on 'the course of events when the
Russian  warships artive im  Oriental
waters. Lf 'the squadron shall have been
pemmitted to excéed a fair constrction of
neutrality it is probable that Japan wwuil
donsider 'herwelf under mo obligation to ob-
serve neutrality and may send her fleet
after the Russiags into ports, the neutral-
ity of 'which she believes the [Russians are
violalting.

If ithe Russians seize a base in neutral
ternitory, Japan probably will do likew.se
should urgency demand sucih action.

Japan i8 keenly anxious to avoid compli-
cations, but she will forcefuly insist uwpon
what she considers her nights.

Heavy Jap Repulse Say Russians

Mukden, Dec. 5-—The night of December
2 the Japanese began a heavy artillery
fire on Poutiloffi (Lone Tree) Hiil. paving
the way for an imfantry attack. The Rus-
sian artilery answered vigorously for sev-
eral houns and thea slackened. The Jap-
anese flung themselves in masses against
the trenches, and then wvere met with
withering volless and a counter charge
with the bayonet. The Japanese fled,
having sustaineé] enorimous losses.

‘Rojestvensky's “Latest Version.

St. Petersburg, Dec. 5.—-An official state-
ment issued from naval headquarters gives
Vice Admiral Rojestvensky’s Jatest ac-
count of the Doggery Bank, affair and ex-
plains how the Baltic fleet fired on their
own ghips. The statement is as follows:

“According to supplementary informa-
tion from Viee Admiral Rojestvensky con-

| cerning the North Sea incident of October
121, after the Kniaz Souvaroff ceased fir-
]ing two wsearchlights of the Dmitri Dor

ekoi and Aurora suddenly appeared on the
left of the ironelad division. The Dmitri
Donskoi showed night signals, whereupon,
fearing projectiles from the hindmost ships
of our division should hit our own vesesls,
either direct or by ricochet, a general sig-
ral to cease firing was made from the
Souvarofi. The order was at once obey-
ed. MThe whole firing lasted less than ten
minutes. Communications by wireless su-
ted that five projectiles struck the Aurvra,
some ricocheting and others hitting di-
rect. There were 75-milimetrs and  two
47-milimetre shells. The chaplain of the|
Aurora swas seriously injured and a petty
officer slightly wounded. The . chaplain
subsequently succumbed at Tangier.”

Double Tracking Siberian Road.
St. Petersburg, Dec. 5—It is announced
that the work of double-tracking the Si-
berian railroad has begun. All the rails
and oblver iron work have been ordered
frem milis in. the rural distriets. Thou-

sands of workmen are already as-
sembling at warious points along the
road. Some of the villages are left with

scarcely a single workman.

DESPERATE WORK OF
EAPRESS AOBBER

Los Angeles, Cal,, Dec. 5—A Wells-Fargo
express car on the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe overland passenger train, west bound, was
entered early today somewhere between
Needles and Daggett, and Evan O. Roberts,
express messenger, was shot and probably
fatally wounded. The way safe was rifled,
but the main safe, said to contain §200,000
in pension money, was not robbed, =o far
as known. Officers of the express company
say the robber only secured about $400.

Roberts was so seriously wounded that he
was unable to tell much about the robbery.
He said that shortly after the train left
Needles a man, whom he took to be a negro,
broke open the door and entered. (Before
the , messenger could draw his revolver the
bandit shot Roberts in the left breast. Rob-
erts fell to the floor and the robber immedi-
ately went to the open safe and took what
he wanted.

After rifiilng the safe the rubber leaped

from the car while the train was running at
fast speed.
The bandit is believéd to be one of a num-
ber of colored tramps who have been around
Daggett sitice the construction work of the
Salt Lake road reached that place.

‘Word was received late today that a color-
ed tramp had been arrested at Barslow,
charged with the robbery. .

Assistant Superintendent Pridhom, of the
Wells-Fargo company, says that the amount
taken from the way safe was only a few
hundred dollars. The principal treasure safe,
he said, was locked, and the robber was un-
able to force an entrance.

Newfoundland Schooners
Wrecked.

St. John's, Nfid.,, Dec. 5—The schooner
Fortuna, with a general cargo, went ashore
at Buena Vista, where her hull and cargo
took fire, and she became a total loss. The
crew contrived to Teach shore after several
hours’ exposure in open boats.

The schooner Parrot went ashore at Kings
Cove and was totally wrecked. One man was
swept overboard, but the remainder of the
crew veached sBore, . .. . L. o0

BORDEN TALKS 0

Have One Seat .Less
Than Before

REASONS FOR DEFEAT

of His Opponents He Thinks Were
Responsible for the Poor Show-
ing—His Future in Hands
of Friends.

Monitreal,

L. Borden,

they would have 75 in the mext- house.

his defeat.

aecounted for in any other way.

deplored the loss of such men as Casgrain,

\Ames and he felt that Quebec had good
fighting strength in the new house,

were to dlcse tomorrow, he would owe a
great deal to, and he would be ever grate-
ful, o his French-Canadian friends. He
had been broadened and he had been en-
abled to take a better view of Canadian
public affairs for having come into close
touch wvith the people cf Quebee.

lhawe to consult his friemds.

provinces, Mr. Borden said that in Prince
Edward Island they had dome as twell as
was expected, hardly as well in New
Brunswick, and not nearly so well as they
had expected in this own province of Nova
Scotia.

As regards Nova Scotia, Mr. Borden
said a few words of explanation might be
necessary. In 1900 they secured five scats
in ithat province, one of which was lost
by redistribution, so at the opening of
the contest they held one seat in Picton,
one in Oolchester, one in Halifax, and ome
in Lunenburg. They thought ‘they had
a good fighting chance in Pictou, but the
almost doubled I. C. R. vote deffeated Mr.
Bell. Jdt was also the I. C. R. vote that
defeated Mr. Gourley in Colchesber, wihile
the loss 'of Lunenburg was accounted for
because of over-confidence, and, perhaps,
becawse Mr. Kaulbach had Jost a good
many of the older members of the party
by death and had not kept in touch with
the younger generation,

RUN ON BUFFALO
BANK CAUSES ITS
DOORS TO CLOSE

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 5—-The German Bank
of Buffalo was closed today by State Super-
intendent of Banking Kilburn because of a
run which began with the opening of the
bank’s <doors and continued to -grow in
volume as the day advanced. A large crowd
of excited depositors gathered in front of the
German Bank seeking information. Officers
were placed at ithe door, and no one wus
allowed to enter. All this excitement had
the result of sending nervous depositors
hurrying to the German-American Bank, on
the opposite side of Main street, and within
a few minutes the counting room was throng-
ed with men and women, and the run which
began last week was renewed.

Soon after the announcement was made
that the German Bank had closed, the Buf-

statement to the effect that they would stand
by the German-American (Bank and meet all
demands made on it.

three of MBuffalo's wealthiest men.
annou ts had a T

the bank closed for the day.

A SUSPICIOUS FIRE

The loss is about  $400.

evening.

stock was saved with difficulty, but hay
grain, wood, ctc., were destroyed.
Miss Jones and Miss Fowler, of Petit

four months, returned yesterday.

RUSSIAN ARMY CORPS

——

el i e b s

LATE ELECTIONS

Says Conservatives Will Only

Over Confidence and Crooked Work

Dec. 5—(Special)—At the
Jacques Cartier Club. this afternoon, K.
the defeated Conservative
leader, made 'his first specch gince ithe
dactions. Referning to the result he said
the Conservatives wcre not so badly off as
at first supposed. Before dissolution there
were 76 Conservatives in the house, while

Mr. Borden explained that his defeat
in Halifax was due to two reasons—the
party had been overconfident and they did
not realize the efforts the Liberals had
made during the past two years to secure
He believed, however, that
the defeat would do the party good in
Halifax. Mr. Borden also hinted at crook-
ed work in his province, as he said the
results in certain districts could mot be

As for Quebec, he said that, although
they had expected better mesults, it was
not so very bad at all, comsidering the
vote in some of the other provimces. He

Pape, Ball and others, yet rejoiced at tae
splendid success of Monk, Bergeron and

Mr. ‘Borden said whatever his future
rwould be and even if his political icareer

As for his political future, Mr. Borden
said mothing was ‘decided. He would first

Reviewing the results in the maritime]

falo Clearing House Association issued a

1t was also announced
that President Emory and two of the direct-
ors of the German-American had resigned
and that their places had been taken by
These
ring effect, and
soveral large deposits which had been with-
drawn were again placed in the bank. Small
depositors, however, continued to draw out
their money. All of them were paid before

" Penobsquis, Deec. 5.—(Special)—A. barn
‘owned by George Upham, near Spring-
dale, was burned about seven o’clock last
The
owner was absent when the fire started and
cannot account for its origin. Some be-
lieve an incendiary was responsible. The
circumstances strengthen that theory. His

codiae, have been visiting Miss E. Gross.
Heber Corey was here yesterday. -Arthur
Stewant, who has been in Winnipeg for

FOR AFGHAN FRONTIER

London, Dec. 6—The Standard aseerts
‘that an entire Russian army division
which had been stationed in dhe Caucasus,

to the Afghan frontier.

Aum een ordered agte, .

RECENT

LAIR BRANDS

STORIE

FALSEIN T

Sweeping Denial Issued by Him
Montreal Gazette

in the

Declares Statement That He Received or Was Promised Any
Sum of Money for Resigning a Fable--Challenges a
Cabinet Minister. to Make Good Recent Statements
--Denies Knowiedge of Any Scheme to
Wreck Government.

Mentreal, Dec. 5.—(8pecial)—The Men-
treal (Gazette of tomorrow morning will
publish the follewing:

“Kditor Montreal Gazebte: :

“Sir,—Since my return from the maritime

provinces, I have seen the full text; with
scare headlines, of a flaring political state-
ment in which emy name 13 freely used,
and in which L.am referred to as not hav-
ing been frank with the pubiic as to the
reason of my resignaticn of the chief com-
missionenship of the Railway Commission;
with having conspired with two important
‘railways and other parties to damage the
governmrent; with having plotted to- make
an attack mpon the administration of the
interior departmnent; with having co-oper-
ated with others to expose scandals agunst
the government on the eve of the election;
with being privy to an drrangement wnere-
by several of the government candidates
in the province of Quebec, in consideration
of $10,000 cach, were to withdraw from
the field on the eve of the comtest; with
failing to take -the platform against the
G. T. P. scheme; with having been sand-
bagged into eilence lest some secret which
I teared to have come out should be ex-
posed; and with having arranged that 1
ghould receive $100,000 as soon as the
¢cheme outlined should be carried out.
“let me deal with these statements
geratim, tirst, however, give to the pub-
lic the assurance that these allegations
constitute a timsue of falsehood from be-
ginning to end:
“linst—1That I was not frank with the
gublic as to ithe real reason for my resig-
nation. What 1 stated at the time was
and still remains true. I said I intended
taking up more congenial employment and
so I do intend, and I more than hinted at
that time that I had found my position
on the hoard mere uncomfortable than I
feared | should when I accepted the ap-
pointment. d could cnter fully into de-
tails on this subjest but do not think it
necossary, at least at present.

“Second—Ai to any co-operation in hos-
tility to the government with tawvo of the
great railways. My answer is that I took
no part whatover, except by voting in the
election, {rom the beginning 4o the end of
the contest. It is true I resigned the of-
fice between two and three weeks prior
to election day but I was not of the opin-
ion that my resignation would cause more
that a few days comment and the result
showed that my judgment in this respect
was sound. I hear now for the first time
that two of the great railways in Canada
had anything to do with my resignation,
and speaking for myself, I do not know
and have mo information which would lead
me to believe that the railways in ques-
tion were antagonizing the government.
“Third—That I conspired with others to
make an attack upon the adminisiration
of the department of the interior. I pro-
nounce this statement wholly devoid of
truth. I never heard from any source
whatever, that such a movement was in
contemplation by any one. I mest assur-
odly had no such thought in my own mind.
No one ever mentioned the subject to me
nor did I to any one.

“Tounth—As to my having conspired
with any one to expose scandals against
the government on the eve of the elec-
tion. The statement is wholly veid of

fruth; such an intention on anyone’s
patt, I hear fcr the first time from the
World’'s pubkcation.

Fifth—What is alleged as to the inbend-
ed withdrawal of the Quebec candidates,
is so far as I am concerned or am aware,
an eniire fable. The statement is the crea~
tion of a very disordeved or a very mal-
icicus mnind, and indeed the same may be
said with regard to almost all of the whole
publication.

“Sixth—As baving failed to take the
piatform after my rcsignation ‘érom- the
board, I did mot state at any time that I
intended doing so. The telegram announc-
ing my resignation said in effect that be-
yond reaffirming my objection to the rail-
way scheme 1 intended to take mo part
in the campaign. I had not the slightest
thought when 1 resigned of going into the
fight and my. telegram contained all the
atfirmance of my views on the railway
q_ueotion, I had at any time in contempla-

tion. .

“Seventh—It is eaid the fear of the dis-
dlosure of some secret compelled mé to
silence and that Sir Wilfrid Laurier was
able to force me to pursue this course. ILf
any one either in or outside the govern-
ment -is in possession of a secret of the

him permission ‘to disciose it, but invite
him to do so. I make the statement in
the most explicit terms, that no living
man—either Sir - Wilfrid nor any other
person—ever made any threat 'to me or
by any .obher means sought to compel me
to silence. 1 will say this for Sir Wilfrid,
and he will bear me out in what I have
said, and also in what I am mow aboub
to say, that he did not even suggest to
me that I should not take part in the
campaign, nor did anyone in his behalf
do so. I understand that a member of
the government made a etatement im
Montreal that ‘Blair dare mot speak; that
the government had the papers i
shut his mouth. If there is any
membeor of the governmernt from whom
this street report emanated, he will do me
a favor if he mwill produce the papers and
let the public know what~the nature of
these potential documents may be.
“Eighth—As to the last allegation that
I was to receive $100,000 cash” when the
scheme as laid out thad mnaterialized, I
give this and the connected statements
an emphatic denial. No such arrange-
ment nor understanding was had by me
with any person. I did not receive $20,000
as alleged, nor any other sum on account.
No question of $65,000 nbr any amount
awhatever, nor -any dispute of any kind
involving suda a question has arisen be-
tween Mr. Russell and myself. The state-

in every respect.

“Let me add {hitt I recently saw in a
governmen't newspaper that my  expecta-
tions and plans at the time of my resig-
naticn from ‘the mailtway board as to my
own future had mot been reahized and
would need to be revised. This is a very
interesting sbatement, and I confess’'I am
indebted to the newspapers for the infor-
mation. I had not myself made the dis-
covery and, except that the public press
has so stated, I remain still in blissful
ignorance of the same.”

“Yours faithfully,
“ANDREW G. BLAIR.”

NEW CHIEF OF POLICE
FOR MONTREAL

Ex-Chief Legault on Trial for Ac-
cepting Bribes from Disorderly
Houses.

Montreal, Dec. 5—(Special)—At a meeting
of the city council today, the aldermen ap-
pointed sub-Chief Camieu to be chiet of
police. The talked of bribery charges to
influence the appointment fell to the ground.
Mayor Laporte informed the council that af-
ter a careful investigation he had been un-
able to find any documentary evidence of any
such attempt.

-| While the aldermen were appointing the
new chief, ex-Chief Legault's trial before
Judge Taschereau was going on, on the
accusation of accepting bribes from the keep-
efs of disorderly houses to protect them from

arrest. All the witnesses heard held to thuir
former statements that the money had been

paid. 4

’

World's Fair Attendance.

St. Louis, Dec. 5—The official figures for
the attendance at the world’s fair were made
public today. The total attendance was 18,-
741,073, and that of the closing day, Dec. 1,

TWENTY JUMPED
FOR THEIR LIVES N
B W YO

Nine Were Injured and the Loss
Will Be 8300,000.

New Yok, Dec. 5—Nirre men were im?
jured today in jumping from the moof of
a burning two=story building decupied by,
the Standard Automobile Company, af
West Fortieth etreet. The building way
used to store automobiles. -

The fire extended wo a second Garage
on West Thirty-ninth wstreet, amnd forty
automobiles stored 'there -were burned.
The fire 'was caused by the explosion of a
10-gallon tank ©of gasolene. Twenty per«
sons were tnapped on the second floor and
jumped to the ground. The financial loag
was $300,000. {

|

Mayor Baxter Re-elected.

Portland, Me., Dec. 5—Hon. James P. Baxe
ter, Republican, was elected mayor of thig
city tonight gver Nathaniel Clifford, Demo<

crat, by 1,027 majority, against 1,619 & yean
ago, PRl 9"
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nature deseribed T thereby mot only give
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