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A WHITEWASH REPORT.

The most that can be said of Hon. P.
J. Ventot's report of the investigation
held by him into Hon. B. Frank Smith's
charges of gross irregularities in con-
mection with the road work in Glouces-
ter County, is that for the purposes of
the Foster government it shows the
guperiority of & political investigation
by & biased departmental head over a
thorough probing by a regularly ap-
pointed and independent Royal Com-
missioner.

It will be recalled that Hon. Mr.
Smith laid his charges before the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee of the Legis-
lature on the last day of the Legisla-
tive session, and but an hour or two
before the time set for the official clos-
ing of the House It was mnot pos-
sible to make them at an earlier date
becanse the information required was
not avedlable, and on the last day the
chatrman of the @ublic Accounts, Mr.
Magee, of Westmorland, was w'nga;:ad‘
in other business in the House until
ate in the afternoon, when the commit-
tee got together for a brief time and
Mr. Smith's allegations were placed on
the table. It was natural that the Min-
ister of Public Works,
partment the irregularities took place,
should be summoned to the commit-
tee room for an explanation. It was al-
80 natural that he should promptly ap-
pear, should plead complete ignorance
of the happenings in his own county,
and should offer to hold a department-
al investigation. An enquiry, conduet-
ed by the political head of the depart-
ment concerned is always more suscep-
tible to the application of * whitewash”
than an investigation before a Com-
missioner selected from the Supreme
or County Court, or from the ranks of
the barvisters of the province. Mr.
Veniot 18 an astute politician and it|
peed only be said that when he so|
promptly agreed to personally probe|
the whole matter he knew what he was |
doing. |

in whose de-

The investigation was held in Ship-
pegan in May last, and it is interesting
to recall that Mr. Veniot required
almost two months to hold his enquiry |
and submit the report to the Lieuten-|
ant Governor in Council. In the report, |
which The Standard publishes in fulIT
this morning, there is ample evidence|
that the allegations made by Mr. Smith

were fully justified; that the system |
employed in the construction of rnw
Shippegan Barren road was loose and!
careless; that the respomsible omm.\lw
did not exercise proper judgment 1m
permitting employes to use gnvw‘rn
ment property for private purposes
that the workmen themselves appmred
to think they could play fast and lousm
with the job; that the system of pay- |
ing men for teams employed on l‘vM
work and not driven by their uwnorq‘

was incorrect, and that, generally, the|
whole cperation was not conducted in|
the businesslike manner one would hu‘

lead to expect in a department presid-|
ed over by a gentleman whe professes |
such high regard for the public weal as|
Mr. Veniot. |

Whether the findings of the self ap
pinted investigator are or are not justi-|
fled wil! be a matter for the public 'L}

enquiry has been fair and his llndinz10“ll investigation Mr.

fmpartial. The Standard cannot coin
cide in that view.
the finding will suffice to illustrate the
grounds on which this newspaper does
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‘Euuh employment.
|remember the date.
{swore that on
|haymaking they were not credited with

lemployed as teamsters and were paid

|it can truthfully be said that when the darea wiere the
‘pez‘sonnel of the investigating body is a'ul whether it had to go far befure it

should decide that it would be safe to A Diplomatist.

repeat ‘the performance and take other s so evasive,” an:

passengers “‘joy-riding” on government igwered the bride, “Every time I ask

trucks at $1.50 per. him how he likes my biscuits, he tells
AR, me 1 have beautiful eyes.”

Various other mem who had never 'BEYOND AND BEYOND

worked on the road but who were put

in as laborers, admitted that they had

vo right to dfat classification but| A Spory of Two Kiddies Who
Wanted To See Over the

Other Side of the Hill.

claimed that, in reality, they had hired
horses and teams to the government
and were entitled to be pald for them.
Mr. Veniot does not explain the irregu-
larity and has not a word of Km “What do you suppose there is be-
for the system that would allow to vond the hill?” asked Edna, and she
exist. poinied across the fleld to a little hill
As to the charge that workmen were|w: €7¢ a row of trees stood out shape-
” & 1; against the blue sky.
employed to haul material from the|" ot o
road to the property of John G. Robl|, Let's find out!” said Jack prompt-
chaud, M. L. A, Mr. Veniot can find| " 5, they set forth to find out, and
nothing wrong; rather does he indicate |that is the way their adventure be-
that Mr. Robichaud did a kindly serv-|£ar. It was a beautiful morning in
ice to the government in permitting|®arly summer, and Jack and Edna had
\ Sheetal to b 56 ak sed of. The now been at the farm nearly a week.
the material to be so diepo: e They hd played in the yvard and round
public would appreciate more light on|(he big barns, under the orchard trees,
this incident, although Mr. Veniot's re-

and beside the little brook that rip-
port does mothing to provide it. pled along belong the garden; but
It is admitted that John G. Robi- thus far they had not gone out of sight
: of the farmhouse where they were to
chaud M. L. A, received cheques made |  ana o month with Uncle Philip and
out in the names of employes on the| sunt harriet.
road but Mr. Veniot finds that the men}  “I! isn't far to the hill,” said Edna,
in question owed Mr. Robichaud|8s ;; ey ﬂ“‘;‘dmg?d th(;'otllxh ‘!]{19 tall g'r:s;
4 in the fiei eyon he barns, ‘an
money, and he sees no frregularity ina|, -\ ore are beautiful things on the
system which practically makes of the | i1er side.”
Department of Public Works a channel “We'll come right back,” said Jack.
through which a supporter of the Min-|'Of course Aunt Harriet won't care.”
ister presiding over that department I‘n;'hag)st A:ntmu“)ﬂte:hwm}l\ldd have
L z cared; but she though ey had gone
may obtain settlement of accounts ow-1, . "} o "felds with Uncle Philip, and
ing to him. This may be all right from|{ .16 Philip thought that they were
the Gloucester County viewpoint, but if{at Lome with Aunt Harriet.
a similar transaction had taken place| There were strawberries among the
under the former administration Mr,|(aisies in the fleld, and of course they

5 . (had to stop and pick some, even
_\ouin'! Bl the ReweDAETS, SRPpOtY: though it was no long after breakfast.
ing him could not find language suf-|Than a blagk bird with bright red

ficiently strong to condemn it shoulders fl&w up from the grass at
their feet and poured out such a won-
Cerful song from its little throat that
they could not hear it no more.
“We are almost to the hill”
Fdns. ““See, those are the trees.”

“It isn’t much of a hill after all,”

Then there is the case of the happy
haymakers. It was alleged that two of
the men were credited with road

work on days {n which they worked in sald Jack, for it did not seem that they
the supervisor's hayfield. One of the|paq peen climbing. Yet, when they
men swore positively as to the date of {looked back, the fleld sloped towards
The other could not {the armhouse, which seemed far away,
The supervisor 8 A lltttlf;‘rur(x. hand in h:ut\dt, ;;rouhg&lt
% § ; hem to the trees, a row of tall white
the date the men Were|y,, . eq; and gure enough, that was the
crest of the hill. And what did they
Iroadwork but were paid by him per-|gee?
sonally. - Mr. Veniot believes the sup- ‘l‘ihcen flelds, like the one through
rsor and declares the allegation to|Which they had come, with a farm-
ot Ol_ nl wd“ e ™ house there and there, a white road
be unfounde : stretching far away-—and then wat?
t is admitted that children were|Whnhy, another hill in the distance!
They sat down in the grass under
the birches. They wondered if boys
an. girls lived in the houses that they
could see, and if there were ripe red

said

at the rate given to adults. This, Mr.
Veniot approves, and emphatically
|states his opinion that for such employ- strawberries in tae fielas ahead.

ment as teaming children are as valu-| ‘“.snt it wonderful that the world is
able as men. This is an interesting|sc big!” exclaimed Fdpna.
view and if he adheres to it should| ‘wet’s go "“-"“_f ‘d Jack
matertally assist the Minister of Pub- /‘Se(.;n dtg“t;l?‘[n,:\\)‘:;;le they ran and
|llc Works in overcoming any shortage|a ;oss the flelds to the next hiil. There
there may be in the ranks of adult la-{wcre fences to climb and more siraw-
bor. The public, however, will probab-|bet rries to pick, and for a litile time

Iy hold to the old fashioned belief that|they watched a man who was woiking
in cne of the flelds. But they aid nut
fcrget the hill, and it was not loag be-

bravely,

for a man's pay they are entitled to a
man's work. forv they were at the very top of it.
Many other references from Mr.[Aud what did they see?

Veniot's most peculiar report could be re flelds and aouses, and a litt'e
iror rh the valls B e

quoted but it is unnecessary. - Those rizer that run rhr_nxgn the vallay fiath
ing in the sunshine. And beyond tre

|referred to sufficiently illuminate the

Httte river, another hill
character of the whole document. And| The) looked a 0oz time,

They wan
‘ittle river ca.me from

rcacned the oceaa. Then they saw a

|considcred the character of the report bridge that spanned ihe river

is not & surprise. Again we veniture “Let's cross the river,” said Jack,
decide. Mr. Veniot doub\leq\ thinks his [to Temark that in offering to hold his| ‘and c¢ee what is beyord the naxt hin”
| Veniot knew| The river rippiped over the rocks,
lingeret idze

\\hal ho whs dosng: ,\:1;‘ 'fl;iet) lingered oun the bridge to
A few references ml ! wish that we had a boat,” said
+ 4 |Ec¢ra. ‘Then we coiil sea where tha

| A BIT OF FUN | |river. goes.”
by Pu: they had no boat, and so they

* o o

not agree with the Minister of Public
‘Works.

It was alleged that Alphonse G. Rob}-
chaud figured on the payrolls under
three names and drew money in all of
them. This was established by the evi-
dence, Mr. Veniot finds that two of the
accounts were for horses hired to the
government and that the province re-
cefved value for the money spent. But
just why it was necessary for Mr. Robi-
chaud to draw money under other
pames than his own Mr. Veniot does
mot explain. He cannot expect that the
public will be satisfied with this omis-
slon.

The same Alphonse G. Robichaud
used & government truck to cart mer
chandise for his brother to the work-
‘men employed on the road. Mr. Veniot
explatos that this was done as a con-
vendemoe to the workmen. The same
geantleman used the same government
truok ¢o comvey passengers to Bath-

uret and collected a fee of $1.50 each
¢ _k &he trip. The government did not
_get the money, nor is it established
Mr. Robichaud paid personally for

k'p. on to the hill beyond the river
Green Things. They were in the highwey now, and it
O, the green things growing, the green was not so pleasant as the fields tar
things growing, bevn, for automobiics passed tlem
The faint sweet smedl of the green|and raised big ~lowis of dust. It
things growing! was along climb up :nat hill, and t
1 should like to live, whether I smile|last when they we: at the top tley
or grieve, got vjon a stone wall beside the roai.

Just to watch the happy life of my|«nd what do you sip% s¢ they saw?
green things growing. A lcng slope of presa ilelds, a pas-
tvrc where many catun grazed, and
0, the fluttering and the pattering of |tnne, in the valley, a cluster of houses
those green things growing! wit: the spire of a churci: above them
How they talk to each other when none{aud a tall pole frun which a flag was
of us are knowin; flvirg. And then what? Wiy, another
!n the wonderful white of the weird {aill!
moonlight Jack and Edna tramped down the
Or the dim, dreamy dawn when the}highway (o the little village.

cocks are crowing. sun waf high over their heads and

growing! a siore that had a big birch of yel
false showing; door.

For by many a tender touch they com-
fort me so much,

With the soft mute comfort of green|the wan who stood in the doorway.

The

bleeve he will tern out to be a grate
apart agen for almost a week.

broak the back of your morris chair.
Aw ma, you sed you wood leeve

I sed yes and he told me to stay in
1 did.

tell you.
w.u.uumnuwmunmtﬁulm

n’mx x?nl,lm:';?mr:hq h.bln to ‘now? sed
® will, wat de 5

[l dm eviltry, pop, I was only goin g to tell o

made.

fellows that know how to fix things eround the house so

inventor, or one of o exseptional

ey wont come

Yes sir, it was a ballentsing ixperiment on one hine leg.
0, 1 ses, you need a horse to do It with, sed
No sir, not ixackly, I sed, and ma sed, To make a long story |Iwrt. he

pop.

me tell him, 1 sed.

But I didnt say I wood give you all yeer to do it in, sed ma.
Confound it, my back was all set to leen back in that chair tonite.
Confound it, sed pop. And he asked me if I had did my homewerk and

and do # agen. »

s
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ed them questions.”,Then he gave
them another banana and went to the
teleplione in the rear of the store.
“You have walked a long way,’ he
said, when he came back to the door
way where they were sitting. “Your
Uncle Philip is going to drive over
here, and then you can ride home.”
“But we want to see what is on the
Other side of that big hill,” said Jack,
“We have climbed a lot of hills, but
there is always another hill beyond.
The man smiled again. ‘“Yes, that
is the way 1 have found it,” he said.
“There is always another hill ahead.”
"“And such wonderful things be-
yond!” spoke up Edna.

“Yes every hill has wonderful things
to be seen from the top,” agreed the
man, “especially when those who look
have eyes as bright as yours are.”

So they talked until Uncle Philip
came with the horse and carriage.
“We were getting worried about
these runaways,” said Uncle Philip to
the storekeeper, ‘and I am glad that
you telephoned.”

“We were not gunning away,” sald
Jack stoutly We only wanted to see
wnaiwas beyond the hill.”

“Yes,” said Kdna as she climbed to
the seat of the carriage, “and the hill
beycnd the village is so big that I'm
sure the most wonderful things of all
are on the other side.”

“Perhaps some day you can go and

ner that was waiting.

Maple and Birch
FLOORING

24 Inch
Good clear face.
also
INSIDE FINISH

they were getting hungry. When they
1love, I love them so—my green things | reaclhied the village street they came to

And 1 think that they love me, without!low bananas hanging beside the open

“It we had any money we could buy
sume of those bananas,” said Jack to

of our usual high
standard

For prices, Call, Write or
'Phone Main 3000

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD.

see,” said Uncle Philip, as he started
the horse toward home and the din-

THREE SHOT WHEN
" TRAIN 1S ROBEED

Paola, Kansas, July 11—Three per-
sons wtre shot and mail and express
cars were looted by a dozen bandits
who held up a fast Missouri, Kansas
and Texas passenger train early today
at Koch, three miles east of this city.
They are sald to have taken a quant-
ity of registered mail. The sum of
money taken from the mail bags could
not be estimated.

When the cars had been stripped of
valuables the bandits fled in motor
cars, which had either been left near-
by or brought up by confederates. A
posse of 200 men are out after them,

(A Beauiful Shoe

At a

Moderate Price

Be sure and see this style

Women’s
Fine Soft Kid
Oxfords

with the new medium pointed toe
and gensible heel

Price $6.00

They fit properly look nice, and
give splendid wear,

Call and have us demonstrate
their fitting qualities.

During July and August Store
open Friday nights and closed 1
o'clock on Saturdays.

: and I
you about t Mm 1]
The little shaver is always makin g ixperiments, sed m. I ‘declare 1

Wire Door Mats for Pub-
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NUPTIAL SILVER
In Select Assemblage

Ultm-luhloublo pattern and usefuiness make doubly

e Briial Gifts of Silverware which we of-
ter in large and comprehensive display including Tea
and Coffee Services, Creams, Sugars, Bread Plateg Sand-
wich Trays, Casseérole Dishes, Vegetable Dishes, Serv-
ing Trays, Bon-Bon Dishes, Cutlery, Teaspoons, F‘r\x!t
Spoons, ete.

Also Silver Mounted Dressing Sets, Manicure Sets and
Separate Pleces, Trinket Boxes, Pin Trays, Hat Pin
Holders, eto.

Your inspection will always be welcomed.

FERGUSON & PAGE,

41 King Street.
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all

lic Buildings or Private Auto Top Bows,

Residences. Auto Top Covering
Express Wagon Top Bows,  Auto Grease and Oil
Expreu- Wagon Top Cover-  Tire Carriers

ng, Imperial Auto Tires, and
Axle Gregse, Inner Tubes !

51-53 Union Street
St, John, N. B,

LACE LEATHER

RAW HIDE OR TANNED

M.E.AGAR, - - -

'Phone 818,

LEATHER, RUBBER AND BALATA, ALSO BELT FASTENERS
D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

STOCK DEPOT
90 GERMAIN STREET

P. O. BOX 702
8T. JOHN, N. B.

PHONE MAIN
1121

FIRE ESCAPES

Structural Steel, Bolts ana Rods
WM. LEWIS & SON, St.John

The Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.

Engineers and Machinists
IRON AND BR ASS CASTINGS
West St. Jolg:. 'Phone West 15

H. WARING, Manager

THE BEST QUALITY AT
A REASONABLE PRICE

Glasses Cure
Eye-Strain

Eye-strain is a mechanical
trouble, It does not require
medicine. It is cured by wear-
ing properly fitted glasses.
These by ghortening or length-
ening the light rays enables
the eye to focus them without
extra work for the muscles.
At Sharpe’s modern scientific
apparatus for testing eyes is
used, by an optometrist of
much experience and high pro-
fessional standing.

The glasses you get here are
exactly the glasses you should
hnve

L. L. SHARPE & SON,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. John, N. B. J

Claimed by some to be
superior to Birch.

30,000 feet of this
flooring is to be used in
the new High School,
Cliff street..

2 1-2 inch 'face Beaver
Brand $90.00.

'Phone Main 1893

The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.
186 Erin Street.
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Ten for one I take they’re on me be-|gether.
stowing ;
0,1 -;auu like to see, if God's willla big ban

be,
Many, mu'ny a summer of my green
things growing!

Bhapﬂtsmawmle. like the
green things growing,
Though dust to dust retarn; I think 'l
wsoarcely mourn,
It 1 may chavge jnto green things
~—Dmmash Merts Muloch Orafle, Co., 100 King street.

dye and non-injurious.

things growing. “he man looked adown and smiled at
them in a very friendly way.
And in the rich store of their blog-| “Ale you hungry?” he asked.
soms glowing “Yes, sir!” cried Jack and Edna to-

Tlen the man gave each of them
, and, when they had
thanked him and were eating, he ask-

But ul“‘.wt be gathered for the an- GRAY HA'R

Dr. Tremain's Natural Hair Restorat.
Ive, used as directed, is guaranteed to
restore gray halr to its natural color
or money refunded. Positively not a
Price $1.00.
On sale in 8t. John by the Ross Drug

Consumers, please note.

C. H. PETERS’

REGAL FLOUR

Small bags of Necgal Flour contain 24 1-2 Ibs,
full 1-8 of a barrel.

Ward Street.

Distributed by

SONS, LIMITED,

DOING OUR BIT

The most patriotic service we can
render is to continue to fit young
people to take the place of those who
have enlisted.

There will therefore be no summer
vacation this year, Onme: of the

Principals and other senlor teachers
always in attendance.

Students can enfer at any time.
Send for Catalogue.
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WEDDING INVITATIONS

Announcements L Cards
Correct Style
Engraved or Printed
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MARITIM

Enjoy life while it
tent with one that is a
come to us and your 1
hood and your face wi

" PEER

FULL SET

Al
$8l0
PAINLESS
Guaranteed

BROKE!

Fillings of all kir
teadance.

L
'PHONE M. 278¢
Hours 9 a. m. to 9 p. ¢

We have
fice in Easte
high-grade w

Job Printi
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\ 91 Germain

ALSO MANUFACT!
COPPER AND GAI

‘Phone.M..356
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